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I xow discharge my promise^ and comr 
ptete itty design of writing the History of 
the Decline aiid Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire, both in the West arid the East. 
The whole period extends ffom the age of 
Trajan and the Antonines, to the taking 
of Constantinople by Mahon^t 11 ; and 
includes a review of the crusades and the 
state of Rome during the middle ages. 
Since the publicati(m of the first* volume^ 
twelve years have elapsed ; twelve years^ 
according to my wish, " of health, of lei- 
" sure, and of perseverance." t may now 
congratulate my delivet*ance from a long 
and laborious service, and my satisfaction 
will be pure and perfect, if the public fa- 
vour should be extended to the conclusion 
of my work. 

* Alluding to the Quarto Edition, in which size the W»k Was 
orJiginally published. 
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It was my first intention to have col- 
lected, under one view, the numerous au- 
thors, of every age and language, from 
whom I have derived the materials of this 
history ; and I am still convinced that the 
apparent ostentation would be more than 
compensated by real use. If I have re- 
nounced this idea ; if I have declined an 
undertaking which had obtained /the ap^ 
probation of a master-artist,* my excuse 
may be found in the extreme diflSculty of 
ajssigning a proper naea^ure to such a car- 
talogue. A naked U$t of names and edi-^ 
tions would not b? saCtielaetdry either to 
myself or my readers ; the characters of 
the principal Authors pf the Ronlan kod 
Byzatitine Hist<Hy have been occasionally 
connected with the events which they de- 
scribe ; a more copious and critical inquiry 
might indeed deserve, but it would de- 
mand, an elaborate volume, which might 
swell by degrees into a general library of 
historical writers. For the present I shaHr 
content myself with renewing my serious 
protestation, that I have always endea* 

* ^See Dr. Aobertson*B Preface to hia History of America. 
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Toured to draw from tlie fountain-head ; 
tfa^t my curiosity, a^ well as a sesise of 
duty, ha$ always urged me to study the 
origin^si and that, if they have some- 
times eluded roy search, I have carefully 
marked tiiie secondary evidence, On whose 
faith a passage or a fact were reduced to 
depend^ 

I shall soon revisit th^ banks of the lake 
of Lausanne, a country which I have known 
and loved from my early youth. Under 
a mild government, amidst a beauteous 
landskip, in a life* of leisure and independ- 
ence,^ and aR^ong a people of easy and ele- 
gant Dj^nefs^ J have enjoyed, md may 
figaiti b^pe to enjoy, the varied jdeasurefi 
of retirement and society. But I shaU 
ever glqiy ir| the name and character of 
an Englishman : I ajp proud of my birth 
in a free and enlightened country; and 
the approbation pf that country is the be«t 
and most honourable regard of my labours. 
Were I ambitious of any other patron than 
the Public, I would inscribe this work to 
a Statesiqan^ who, in a long, a stormy, 
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and at length an unfortunate administra- 
tion, had many political opponents, almost 
without a personal enemy : who has re- 
tained, in his fall from power, many faith- 
ful and disinterested friends ; and who, 
tmder the pressure of severe infirmity, 
enjoys the lively vigour of his mind, and 
the felicity of his incomparable temper. 
LoKD North will permit me to express 
the feelings of friendship in the language 
of truth : but even truth and friendship 
s-hould be silent, if he still dispensed the 
favours of the crown. 

In a remote solitude, vanity may still 
whisper in my ear, that my readers, per- 
haps, may inquire, whether, in the con- 
clusion of the present work, I am now 
taking an everlasting farewel. They shall 
hear all that I know myself, all that I could 
reveal to the most intimate friend. The 
motives of action or silence are now equal- 
ly balanced; nor can I pronounce in my 
most secret thoughts, on which side the 
scale will preponderate. I cannot dissem- 
We that Six ample Quartos must have 
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tried, and may have exhausted, the indul* 
gence of the Public; thiat in the repeti- 
tion of similar attempts, a successful Au- 
thdr has much more to lose, than he can 
hope to gain ; that I am now descending 
into the vale of years ; and that the most 
respectable of my countrymen, the men 
whom I aspire to imitate, have resigned 
the pen of history about the same period 
of their lives. Yet I consider that the an-^ 
nals of ancient and modern times may af- 
ford many rich and interesting subjects ; 
that I am still possessed of health and lei- 
sure ; that by the practice of writing, some 
skill and facility must be acquired ; and 
that, in the ardent pursuit of truth and 
knowledge, I am not conscious of decay. 
To an active mind, indolence is more pain- 
ful than labour ; and the first months of 
my liberty will be occupied and amused 
in the excursions of curiosity and taste. 
By such temptations, I have been some- 
times seduced from the rigid duty even of 
a pleasing and voluntary task: but niy 
time will now be my own ; and in the use 
or al?use of independence, I shall no long- 

a3 
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er fear my own reproaches or those of my 
friends. I am fairly entitled to a year of 
jubilee: next summer and the following 
winter will rgipidly pass away ; and expe*- 
rience only can determine whether I shall 
still prefer the freedom and variety of study 
to the design and composition of a regular 
Work, which animates, while it confines, 
the daily application pf the Author. Ca- 
price and accident may influence my 
choice ; but the dexterity of self-love 
will contrive to applaud either active in- 
dustry, or philosophic repose. 

POWNING.STREET, 
May 1, 1788. 
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E.S. I shall embrace this opportunity of in- 
troducing two verbal remarks, which have not 
conveniently offered themselves to my notice. 
1. As often as I use the definitions of fr^oftd the 
A^s, the Rfame, the Danube, ^. I geberally 
suppose myself at Rome, and afterwards at Con- 
stantinople ; without observing whether this re- 
lative geography may agree^with the local, but 
variable, situation of the reader, or the historian. 
e. In proper names of foreign, and especially of 
oriental origin, it should be always our aim to 
express in our English version, a faithful copy of 
the original. But this rule, which is founded pn 
a just regard to uniformity and truth, must often 
be relaxed ; and the exceptions will be limited or 
enlarged by the custom of the language and the 
taste of the interpreter. Our Alphabets may be 
often defective ; a harsh sound, an uncouth spell- 
ing, might ojflFend the ear or the eye of our 
countrymen • and some words, notoriously cor- 
rupt, are fixed, and, as it were, naturalized in 
the vulgar tongue. The prophet Mohammed 
can no longer be stripped of the famous, though 
improper, appellation of Mahomet : the well- 
known cities of Aleppo, Damascus, and Cairo, 
would almost be lost in the strange descriptions 
of Halehi Damashk\ and Al Cahira : the titles 
and offices of the Ottoman empire are fashioned 
by the practice of three hundred years ; and we 
lire pleased to blend the three Chinese monosyl- 
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lables, dm-fMzee, m the respectable name of 
Confucius, or even to adopt the Portuguese 
corruption of Mandarin. But I would vary 
the use of Zoroaster and ZerdushU as I drew 
my information from Greece or Persia: since 
our connection with India, the genuine Tirrumr 
is restored to the throne of Tamerlane : our most 
correct writers have retrenched the AU the su- 
perfluous article, from the Koran : and we escape 
an ambiguous termination, by adopting Moslem 
instead of Mussulman^ in the plural number. 
In these, and in a thousand examples, the shades 
of distinction are often minute ; and I can 
feel, where I cann/ot explain, the motives of my 
choice, 

%* At the end of the History, the reader will find a genera^ Inde 
to the whole Work, which has been drawn up by a person 
^e^uentlj einplqyed in workv of this nature. 
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Zeno and Anastasius^ emperors of the East^^JBiirthf tduca* 
tioHy and first exploits of Theodortc the Ostrogoth^^His 
invasion and conquest of Italy — Tho Gothic kingdom of 
Italy — State of the West'-^Military and civil govern^ 
mewt'-^The senator Soethius — Last acts and death of 
Theodortc. 

xVfter the fall of the Roman empire in chap. 
the West, an interval of fifty years, till the ^^f^^f; 
memorable reigh of Justinian, is faintly marked a. d. ire-' 
by the obscure names and imperfect annals of ^^'^' 
Zeno, An^stasius, atid Justin, who successively as^ 
cended the throne of Constantinople^ During the 
same period, Italy revived and flourished Under 
the government of a Gothic king, who might 
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CHAP, have dcsei" ved a statue among the best and bravest 

of the ancient Romans. 
Birth and Theodorfc the Ostrogoth, the fourteenth in li- 
of Th'^? neal descent of the royal line of the Amali,* was 
doric, ^ born in the neighljourhood pf Vienna,** two years 
47a. ' after the death of Attila. A recent victory had 
restored \he independence of the Ostrogoths ; and 
the three brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, and Wi- 
dimir, who ruled that warlike nation with united 
counsels, had separately pitched theii* habitations 
' in the fertile Uiaugh desiolateprovince of Paunonia. 
The Huns still threatened their revolted subjects, 
but their hasty attack was repelled by the single 
forces of Walamir, and the news of his victory- 
reached the distant camp of his brother in the 
same auspicious aiQjpaeiit that the favourite concu- 
bine of Theodemir was delivered of a son and heir- 
In the eighth year of his age, Theodoric was re- 
luctantly yieMed by his father to the public in- 
terest, as the pledge of an alliance which Leo^ 
emperor of the East, had consented to purchase 
by an annual subsidy of three hundred pounds of 
gold. The royal hostage was educated at Con- 
stantinople with care and tenderness. His body 

« Jo^tBdes (dfi rebus Geticis, c. 13* 14, p. 62l», 630» edit. Grot) 
' lias drawn the pedigree Qf Theodoric fi;oi» Gapt, one of the Ansea ok 
• demigods, who lived about the time of Domitian. Cassiodorius, the 
first who cciebr^tes'tho royi^ rac« of the Awtli. (Varlar- viii, H ; ix. 
25 ; X, 2 ; xi, 1), reckon* the gcaiicjson Qf TUcodoric as tb^ xviiUi m 
descent. Peringsciold (the Swedish commentator of Cochlocus, Vit. 
Theodoric, p. 271, &c Stockkolm, l«9d> kibours to connect this gel 
ncalogy with the legends or tra^oos of hia native cou^tfy. 

*» More CO -rectly on ^he baoKs of the lal^e PeJso, (Nieusiedler-se?), 
near Camimtum, almost on the same spot where Marcus Antojiinus 
composed his meditat^ns, (Jornandes, c. 52, p. 639. Sevarin. Pan- 
nonia lllustrata, p. 22. CeUarius, Gcograph. Antiq. torn, i, p. 350). 
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was formad to all the exercises of war, his mind chap. 
was expanded by the habits of liberal con versa- *^^'^ 
tion ; he frequented the schools of the most skilful 
masters ; but he disdained or neglected the arts of 
Greece, and so ignorant did he always remain of 
the first elements of science, that a rude mark was 
contrived to represent the j^ignature of the illite- 
rate king pf Italy .'' As soon as he had attained the 
age.of eighteen, he was restored to the wishes of 
the Ostrogoths, whom the emperor aspired to gain 
by liberality and confidence^ Walamir had fallen 
in battle; the youngest of the brothers, Widimir, 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of bar- 
barians, and the whole nation acknowledged for 
their king the father of Theodoric. His ferdcious 
subjects admired the strength and stature of their 
young prince i^ and he soon convinced them that 
he had not degenerated fmm the valour of his an- 
cestors. At the head of six thousand volunteers, 
he secretly left the camp in quest of adventures, 
descended this Danube as far as Singidunum or 
Belg-rade, and soon returned to his father with 
the spoils of a Sarmatian king whom he had van* 
qubbed and slain. Such triumphs, however, were 

'^ The four first letters of hU name (0EAA) were inscribed on • 
gold plate, and when it was fixed on the pajier, the king drew his 
pen through the intervals, (Anonym. Valesian. ad Calcem Amm. 
MarceUin. p. 722). This autheolic fact, with the testimony of Pro* 
copius, or at least of the contemporary Goths, (Qothic. 1. i, c. 2, p^ 
311), far outweighs the vague praises of Ennodius, (Sirmond Opera^ 
torn, i, p. 1596), and Theophanes, (Chronograph, p. 112). 
. ^ Statura est quae resignet proceritate regnantem, (Ennodius, p. 
lOl^y The bishop of Pavia (I mean the ecclesiastic who wished to 
be a bishop) then proceeds to celebrate the complexion, eyes, hands. 
&c. of his sovereign. 

i'2 
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CHAP, productive only of fame, and the invincible Os- 
^^^^ trogoths were reduced to extreme distress by the 
want of clothing and food« They unanimously 
resolved to desert their Pannonian encamjunentsr, 
and boldly to advance into the warm iand wealthy 
neighbourhood of the Byzantine court, whic^ al- 
ready maintained in pride and luxury so many 
bands of confederate Goths* After proving by 
sumeacts of hostility that theycouldbedangerous, 
or at least troublesome, enemies, the Ostrogoths 
sold at a high price their reconciliation and fideli- 
ty, accepted a donative of lands and money, and 
were intrusted with the defence of the lower 
Danube, under the command of Theodoric, who 
succeeded after his father's death to the heredi- 
tary throne of the Amali/ 
The reign An hcfo, dcsceuded from a race of kings, must 
A. D. 474- have despised the base Isaurian who was invested 
Apr! 9.*^ ^^^^ *^^ Roman purple, without anyendowments 
of mind or body, without any advantages of royal 
birth, or superior qualifications. After the failure 
of the Theodosian line, the choice of Puldieria 
and of the senate might be justified in some mea- 
sure by the characters of Martian and Leo, but 
the latter of these princes confirmed and disbo- 
nov.red his reign by the perfidious murder of 
Asj)ar and his sons, who too rigorously exacted 
the clAt of gratitude and obedience. The in- 
heritance of Leo and of the East was peaceably 

* The state of the Ostrogoths, and the first years of Theodoric. are 
found in Jornandes, (c. 5^-56, p. G89-G96), and Malchus, (Excerpt. 
Legat. p. 78-SO), who arroneoualjr stylet him the son of Walamir. 
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devolvisd on his infant grandson, the son of his chap. 
daughter Ariadne; and her Isaurian husband, the ,f^^^ 
fortunate Trascalisseus, exchanged that barbarous 
sound for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After 
the decease of the elder Leo, he approached with 
unnatural respect the throne of his son, humbly 
received, as a gift, the second rank in the empire, 
and soon excited the publicsuspicionon the sudden 
and premature death of his young colleague, whose 
life could no longer promote the success of his 
ambition. But the palace of Constantinople was 
ruled by female influence, and agitated by female 
passions: and Verina, the widow of Leo, claiming 
his empire as her own, pronounced a sentence of 
deposition against the worthless and ungrateful 
servant on whom she alone had bestowed the seep*- ^ 
tre of the East/ As soon as she sounded a revolt 
in the ears of Zeno, he fled with precipitation into 
the mountains of Isauria, and her brother Basilis* 
cus, already infamous by his African expedition,' 
was unanimously proclaimed by the servile senate. 
But the reign of the usurper was short and turbur 
lent. Basiliscus presumed to assassipate the lover 
of his sister ; he dared to offend the lover of his 
wife, the vain and insolent Harmatius, whd, in 
the midst of Asiatic luxury, affected the dress, the 
demeanour, and the surname of Achilles.^ By 
the ccmspiracy of the malecontents, Zeno was re- 

^ Theophanes (p. Ill) inserts a copj of her sacred letters to the pro- 
vinces : tti in ^etffiXun tifctr^v tft • • • xat in trfc^tifn^afAtia ^tt^tXun 
Tfa^xaXXiffttiovy &c. Such female pretensions would have astonished 
the slaves of the jir«t Caesars, ' 

t Vol. vi, p. 201-204. 

^ Suidas, torn, i, p. 332, 333, edjt. Kustcr. 

b3 
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CHAP, called from exile ; the armies^ ii» capUal, tlve per- 
^y^^; son of B^iiiscuB, wc^e betrayed ; atid bis whold 
family was condemned to the long ag;6ny of cold 
and hunger by the inhttfiMifi cotiquerof, nvho 
wanttd courage to eocotinter or to forgive his 
etiemieis. The haughty spirit of Yerina Wad still 
incapabte of submissioh or repose. She provoked 
tb^ enmity of a favourite g^neral^ etubrftc^ hU 
cauife as soon as he wad disgraced, created £t new 
emperor in Syria and Egypt, raised ati army of se* 
venty thousand men, and perfeist^d to the last mo- 
mient of her life ia a fruitless rebellion, which, 
according to the fashion of the ag^> had bei^n pre- 
dicted by Christian hermits and pagan magficians. 
While the East was afflicted by the passic^s of Ve- 
rina^ her daughter Ariadne was distinguished by 
the female virtues of mildness and fidelity ; she 
followed her husband in his exile, and after his re- 
storation she implored his clemency in favour of 
her mother. On the decease of Zeno, Ariadne, 
Of Anastft- the daughter, the mother, and the widow of an 
491-518, ' emperor, gave her hand and the imperial title to 
j^r^s^*' «^*^^*^s> *" ^^ domestic of the palace, who 
survived his elevation above twenty-seven years, 
and whose character is attested by the acclama- 
tion of the people,— -"Reign as you have lived!"* 

' The contemporary histories of Malchus and CandiduB are lost ; but 
some extracts or fVagments have been saved by Photius, G^xviii, Ixxix, 
p. 100-102) ; Constantino Porphyrogenitus, (Excerpt. Leg. p. 78-97), 
and ih varlous^articles of the Lexicon of Suidas. The Chronicle of 
Marcellinus (Imago Historian) are originals for the reigns of Zeno and 
Ana£tasius ; and I must acknowledge, almost for the last time, mj 
obligations to the large and accurate collections of Tillemont, (Hist, 
des Emp. torn, "vi, p. 472-653), 
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Whatevei- fear or bflfedtidn could beitd^^ 1^8 chai\ 
profusely lavished by Zwio on the kingr of the ^^^^ 
Ostrogoths; the rank of patribiau and consul, th^ service 
command df. the Pafetin« troops, an equestriah *?Theol'* 
stattie> a treiwilre in gold and fiilver of knany thou*. ^^^'^^ ^^ 
sand pounds, the name of so^, and th^ promise tX m. 
a rich and hohotir^ble wife. As long Its Uleo^ 
doric condescended to serve, he supported with 
coai^age ahd fidelity the caufee of his benefactor ; 
his rapid tnarch contributed to the restoration of 
Zeno ; and iii the second revolt) the WcUamirs, as 
' they were called, pursued and pressed the Asiatic 
rebels, till they left an easy victory to the imperial 
troops.^ But the faithful servant was suddenly 
converted into a formidable enetny, Who spread 
the flamte of War frdm Constantinople to the 
Adriatic ; many flourishing cities were reduced to 
ashes, and the agriculture of Thrace was almost 
extirpated fay the wanton etiielty of the Goths^ 
who deprived their captive peasants of the right 
hand that guided the plough.^ On such occa« 
sions, Theodoric sustained the loud and spedpus 
reproach of disloyalty, of ingratitude, and of in^^ 
satiate avarice, which could be only excused by 
the hard necessity of his situation. He reigned^ 

* In ipsis congressdonis tuce foribus cessit invasor, c\xm pr§fiig6 per t« 
scepira rtdderentur de salutx dubitanti Ehhodius then proceeds (p,. 
1590, 1A97, torn, i, Sirmond*) td transport his hero (dil a fiyi>lg^dra;oh?| 
into ^thiopia» beyond the tropic of Cancer. The evideiic^ of the Vale- 
8ian Fragment, (p. 717), Uberfttus, (Brcv. Eutych. c. 25, p. 118), 
and Theophanes, (p. llli), is ihorfe BOh^x dnd. rational. 

' This cruel |)ractice is specially imputed to the TrtdrinA tlothsi ^ 
less borbarousi as it should seem, than the iValamirt: but the son of 
Theodemir is charged -with the ruin of mai^y Boman cities^ (Mai- 
chus Excerpt. Lteg. p. 95)^ 
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CHAP, not as the monarchy but as the minister of a i^ro- 
^^^!^x ^^^"* people, whose sjj^it was unbroken hy sla- 
very, and impatient of real or imaginary insults. 
Their poverty was incurable ; since the most li- 
beral donatives were soon dissipated in wasteful 
luxury, and the moat fertile estatesbecame barren 
in their hands ; they despised, but they envied, 
the laborious provincials ; and when their sub- 
sistence had failed, the Ostrogoths embraced the 
familiar resources of war and rapine. It had been 
the wish of Theodoric (such at least was his de- 
claration) to lead a peaceable, obscure, obedient 
life, on the confines of Scythia, till the Byzantine 
court, by splendid and fallacious promises, se- 
duced him to attack a confederate tribe of Goths, 
who had been engaged in the party of Baslliscus. 
He marched from his station in Maesi^, on the 
solemn assurance that before he reached Adrian- 
pple, he should meet a plentiful convoy of pro- 
visions, and a reinforcement of eight thousand 
horse and thirty thousand foot, while the legions 
of Asia were encamped at Heraclea to second his 
operations. These measures were disappointed by- 
mutual jealousy. As he advanced into Thrace, 
the son of Theodemir found an inhospitable soli- 
tude, and his Gothic followers, with an heavy 
train of horses, of mules, and of waggons, were 
betrayed by their guides among the rocks and pre- 
cipices of Mount Sondis, where he was assamted 
by the arms and invectives of Theodoric the son 
of Triarius. From a neighbouring height, his 
artful rival harangued the camp of the Walamirs, 
and. branded their leader with the opprobrious 
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iiaines of child, of madman, of perjured traitor, Phar. 

the enemj of his blood aod natioo. ".Are yo^ ^",^* 

*^ ignorant/' exclaimed the son of Triarius, *' that 

^' it is the constantpoUcy of the Romans to destroy 

*• the Goths by each other's swords? Are you in- 

^^ sensible that the victor io this uaoatural coated 

" will be exposed, and justly exposed, to their. 

f * . implacable revenge ? Where are those warriors, 

** my kinsmen and thy own, whopc widows now 

f < lament that their lives were sacrificed to thy rash 

f* an^b^tion? Wh^riB is the wealth which thy spl^ 

f^ diep^ possessed when they werefirst^llured from 

^^ their native hom/^ijf to inlist under thy standard ? 

V Each of them was thei| master of three or fpur, 

^^ horses; they now follow thee on foot like slavey, 

" through the deserts of Thrace ; Uipse men wha 

** were tempted by the hope of measuring gold 

** with a busl^el, thq^e brave men i\ho are as free 

'* and as noble as thyself A language so well 

suited, to |:he tamper of the Goths, excited da* 

mour and discontent ; and the son of Theodemir, 

apprehensive pf b^ing left alon^ was^compelled to 

embrace his bre^hrep, aiui to imitate the example 

of Roman perfidy.™ 

In every state of his fortune, the prudence and »« ^n^er- 
firmnes^ of Thepdoric w^re^qually conspicuofi^i conquest 

of Italy, 

™ Jornandep (c, 56, 5T» p. 696) displays the services of Theodoric* * ' ' 
€onfes868 hiB rewards, but dissembles his revolt, of which such curious 
details have been preserved by Malchus, (Excerpt. Legat. p. 78-97). 
Marcellmus, a domeatic ot ^fiistiman, und^r whose ivth rohaoJship 
(A. D. 534) he composed his Chronicle, (Scaliger, Thesaurus Temw * 
porum, p. ii, p. 34h^7), beti-ays his prejudice and paasion : in Gnedani 
debacchantem . . • Zenonis munjlicentii pene pacatus . • . benefieiis 
i^unqufup eatiatusy &Cb 
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CH aK wheth^rhe thlh^teiiedCotistiliitiiK^le hi the MAd 
^5!!h ^f ***^ GonfedefttteGoths, or retreated with a faith- 
ful babd to the nKHintains and sea-coast of Ej^ims. 
At length the accidental death of the soii of Tria- 
rius** destroyed the balance which Uie Romans 
had been so anxious to preserve; the whole nation 
acknowledged the supremacy of the Amali> ahd 
the Byzantine court subscribed an ignomii^iou^atid 
oppressive treaty .° The senate hadalreadydecler- 
ed^ that it was necessary to choose a party amotig- 
the Goths» since the' public was unequal to the 
support of their united forces ; a subsidy of two 
thousand pounds of gold, with the ample pay of 
thirteen thousand men, were required for the least 
considerable of their armies ;^ and the Isaurians, 
who guarded not the empire, but the emp«*or, 
Enjoyed, besides the privilege of rapine, an annual 
pension of five thousand pounds. The sagacious 
mind of Theodoric soon perceived that he was 
odious to the Romans, and suspected by the bar^ 
barians ; he understood the popular murmur^ that 
his subjects were exposed in their frozen huts to 
intolerable hardships, while their king wa$ dis- 
solved in the luxury of Greece ; and he prevented 
the painful alternative of encountering the Goths, 
as the champion, or of leading them to the field as 
the enemy, of Zeno. Embracing an enterprise 
worthy of his courage and ambition^ Theodoric 

■ As he was riding in his own cattipt an unndy hotfse thrtw him 
against the point of a spear which hnng before a tent, or Was fixed on 
a wi^gon* (Marcellin. in Chron. Evagrins, 1. iii, c %Sy 

• See Makhus, (p.lil), and STagrfua, (i. fit, e. aS). 

f Malchns, p. 8^ In a single action, which was deddcd by the 
skill and discipline of Sabinian, Theodoric could lose ^000 men. 
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addressd the emperor in the following W6rds.-*^ chap.. 
'' Althougii your servant is maintttined in afflu^ «« 



** ence by y<mr liberality, graciously listen to the 
** wishes of my heart ! Italy, the inheritance of • 
** your predecessors, and R6me itself, the head and 
" mistress of the world, now fluctuate under the 
" violence and oppression of Odoacer the merce- 
<^ nary. Direct me, with my national troops» to 
<^ march against the tyrant. If I fall, you will be 
'' relieved from ah expensive and troublesome 
'* friend t if, with the divine permission, I suc- 
" eeed, 1 shall govern in your name, and to your 
'' glory, the Roman senate^ and the part of the 
•* repubUe delivered from slavery by my victo- 
«• tlous arms." The proposal of Theodoric was 
ai^c^ted, and perhaps had been suggested, by the 
By2:antine court, l^utthe forms of the commission 
or grant, appear to have been expressed with a 
prudent ambiguity, which might be explained by 
the event; and it was left doubtful, whether the 
conqueror of Italy should reign as the lieutenant, 
the vassal^ or the ally of the emperor of the 
East-^ 

The reputation both of the leader and of the His march. 
war ditfuded an universal ardour; the Walamirs 
were multiplied by the Gothic swarms dready 
engaged in the Service, or seated in the provinces, 
of the empire; and each bold barbarian, who had 
heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, was im- 

. "^ Jornandfs (c. 57» p. 696, 697) has abridged the great history of 
Cassiodorius. See, comptlre, and reconcile, Pr6copius, (Gothic. I, i, c. !)» 
tbeValesiati (fragment, (p. 7 IS), Thedphanes, (p. 113), and Marcellinus, 
On Chroii.) 
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CH AP^ patriient to seek, through the most perilous adven* 
ture$5 the possession of such enchantiiig objects. 
The inarch of Theodoric must be considered as 
the emigration of an entire peojfle; the wives and 
children of the Goths, their aged parents, aiidmost 
precious effects, were carefully transported; and 
some idea may be formed of the heavy baggage 
that now followed the camp, by the loss of two 
thousand waggons, \vhich had been sustained in 
a single action in the war of Epirus. For their 
subsistence, the Goths depended on the magazines 
of corn which was ground in portable mil}^ by the 
hands of their women ; on the milk and flesh of 
their flocks and herds ; on the casual produce of 
the chase, ancj upon the contributions which they 
might impose on ^11 who should presume to dis- 
pute the passage, or to refuse their friendly assist- 
ance. Notwithst^ding the^e precautions, they 
were exposed to the danger, and almost to th^ 
distress, of famine, in a march of seven hundred 
miles, which had been undertaken in the depth of 
^ rigorous winter. Since tl^e fall of the Roman 
power, Dacia and Pannonia no longer exhibited 
the rich prospect of populous cities, well culti- 
vated fields, and convenient highways: the reign 
of barbarism and desolation was restored, and the 
tribes of Bulgarians, Gepidae, and Sarmatians, 
who had occupied the vacant province, were 
prompted by their native fierceness, or the solicit- 
ations of Odoacer, to resist the progress of his 
enemy. In many obscure though bloody battles, 
Thqodoric fought and vanquished; till at length, 
surmountmg every obstacle by skilful conduct and 
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persevering courage, he descended from the chap. 
Julian Alps, and displayed his invincible banners ^^^^^ 
on the confines of Italy/ 

Odoacer,arivalnotunworthy6fhisanns,hadal* Jjjf ^^^^^ 
ready occupied the advantageous and well-known odoacer, 
post of the riverSontius near the ruinsof Aquileia, Aug. 26, ' 
at the head of a powerful host, whose independent ^'^Pi; ^^^ 
kings* or leaders disdained the duties of subordina-^ August. 
tion and the prudence of delays. No sooner had 
Theodoric granted a short repose and refreshment 
te his wearied cavalry, than he boldly attacked the 
fortifications of the enemy ; theOstrogoths shewed 
more ardour to acquire, than the mercenaries to 
defend, the lands of Italy ; and the reward of the 
first victory was the possession oftheVtoetianpro* 
vince as far as the walls of Verona. In the neigh- 
bourhood of that city, on the steep banks of the 
rapid Adige, h^ was opposed by a new army, rein- 
forced in its ' numbers, and not impaired in its 
courage : the contest was more obstinate, but the 
event was still more decisive; Odoacer fled to Ra- 
venna, Theodoric advanced toMilan,and the van- 
quished troops saluted their conqueror with loud 
acclamations of respect and fidelity. But theii* 
want either of constancy or of faith, soon exposed 
him to the most imminent danger ; his vanguard, 
with several Gothic counts, which Jiad been rashly 

' Theodoric's march is supplied and illustrated by Ennodius, (p. 
Ia98-1602), when the bombast of the oration is translated into the 
languid of common sense. 

• Tot reges, &C. (Etmodius, p 1C02). We must recollect how much 
the royal title was multiplied and degraded, and that the mercenaries 
of Italy were the fragments of many tribes snd nation^. 
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cu A P- intrusted to a deserter, was betrayed ^d destroy- 
^^— ^ ^^^^ Faenza by his double treachery; Odoacer 
again appeared master ofthefield^and the invader, 
strongly intrenched in his camp of Pavia, was 
reduced to solicit the aid of a kindred nation, tbe 
Visigoths of Gaul. In the course of this history, 
the most voracious appetite for war will be abun- 
dantly satiated ; nor can I much lament that our 
dark and imperfect materials do not afford a more 
ample narrative of the distress of Italy, and of the 
fierce conflict, w hich was finally decided by the 
abilities, experience, and valour of the Gothic 
king. Immediately before the battle of Verona, 
he visited the tent of his mother* and sister, and 
requested, that on a day, the most illustrious festi- 
val of his life, they would adorn him with the rich 
garments which they had worked with their own 
hands. " Our glory," said he, ** is mutual and 
« inseparable. You are known to'the world as 
" the mother of Theodoric; and it becomes me to 
" prove that I am the genuine offspring of those 
" heroes from whom I claim my descent." The 
wife or concubine of Theodemir was inspired with 
the spirit of the German matrons, who esteemed 
their son's honour far above their safety; and it is 
reported, that in a desperate action, when Theo- 
doric himself was hurried along by the torrent of a 
flying crowd, she boldly met them at the entrance 



* See Ennodius, p. 1603, 1604. Since the orator* in the king's pre* 
sence, could mention and praise his mother, we miiy conclude that the 
magnanimity of Theodoric was not hurt by the vu^far reproaches of 
concubine and bastard. 
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of the €^tapf m^ by her geaerous rqiroacheti, ch^f. 
drove. th^m b^fi^ on th^ fiworda of Ae eoemy^'' Jl^l^ti. 
From the Alp9 to the extremity of Calabria, lUscapitu. 
Theodoric reigned by the right of conquest : tkc d^^S,"*""* 
Vandal ambaasadc^r^ surreo^red the island of SI- 1: ^Z?^* 

March o. 

cily,as a^ lawfuj app^c^age of bis kingdom ; and be 
waa accepted as tb^deUvefer of Home by the senate 
and people, wim h^d 3hut their gatfs against the 
flying* ttsurper.'" Ravenna alone, secure in the for^ 
ti^cations of art and nature, ^Ul sustained a siege 
of almost three j^ears; and the daringsaUies ofOdo- 
acer earned slaughter and dismay into the Gothic 
camp. At length, destitute of provisions, and 
hopeless of relkf, that unfortunate monarch yields 
ed to the groans of bi& 9ul))ects ^id the clainours 
of his soldkrs. A treaty of peace was negotiated 
by the bishop of Havenna ; the Ostrogoths were 
admitted into the city, and the hostile kings com- 
sented, under the sanction of an ciatb> to rule with 
equal and undivided authority the provinces of 
Italy, The event of such an agreement may be 
easily ftc»*eseen. After some days had been de- 
voted to the semblance of joy and friendship, 
Odoacer, in the midst of a solemn banquet, was 
stabbed by the hand, or at least by the command, 
of his rival. Secret and effectual orders had 



** This anecdote is x^e2^Ud on the modern but respectable authority 
of SigiMUUs, (op. torn, i, p* ASO ; De Occident, Imp. 1. xv) : hifi wqrds 
are ciuious.-*-** Would you return ?" &c. She presented, and almost 
displayedlt the origiiial .recess. 

' Hist. Miscell. L i(v, ft EpmaQ liistory from Janjus to the ixth cen* 
lury,' an Epitome of Eutropius, Paulus Dlaconus, and Thcopbauei<, 
wluch Muratori has publis^d &om a MS. in the Ambrosian library, 
(Script, fterum Italicarum, torn i^ p. 100)^ 
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tHAP. beenpreyiou8i}rd»patched;tfaefaitUess^ndr£Epa^ 
i^^^ cious mercenaries, at the same moment, and with- 
out resistance, were universally massacred ; and 
the royalty of Theodoric was proclaimied by the 
Coths, with the 'tardy, reluctant, ambiguous con- 
sent of the emperor of the East. The design of a 
cons|Mraqr was- imputed, according to the usual 
forms, to the prostrate tyrant ; but his innocence, 
and the guilt of his conqueror,^ are sufficiently 
IMwred by the ad%'antageous treaty which JbrcB 
would not sincerely have granted, nor weakness 
have rashly infringed. The jealousy of power,and 
the mischiefsof discord, may«uggest amore decent 
ecology, and a sentence less rigorous may be {nro^ 
nouBced against a crune which was necessary to 
introduce into Italy a generation of public felicity. 
Th^'d^ The living auth6r of this felicity was audadously 
j:ing of praised in his own presence by sacred and profane 
a?d'493/ orators;* but history (in his time she was mute 
A^*D**526 3.nd inglorious) has not left anyjust representation 
Aug. 30. ' of the events which displayed, or of the defects 
which clouded, the "virtues of Theodoric/ One 

y Procopius (Gothic. 1. u c. i) approves Itimselfan impartial sceptic; 
^ocffi . . . ^oXi^u T^oTtji tKriivu Cassicdorius, (iii Chron.)« and Ennodius, 
(p. 1604), are loyal aAd ctedulous^ and tfae testimony of tUe Valesiah 
Fragment (p. 718) may justify their belief. Mar^Uihus $pit6 the 
venom of a Greek subject — pcrjuriis illectus, interfectusque est, (in 
Chron.). 

' The sonorous aiid servile oration of finnodfus was pronounce<jt at 
Milan or Bavcnna in the years 507 or SOS, (Sirmond, torn. 1, p. 1615). 
Two or three years afterwards, the oratot* was rewarded With th« 
bishopric of Pavia, which he held t^ll his. death in the year 5!^1. (Du^^ 
pin Bibliot. Ec'cles. torn, v, p. 11-14. See Saxii Onomasticon, tom. 
ii,p. 12). 

^ Our best materials are occasional hi^t^ from Procopius and the 

"V'iiJesian Fragment, which was dlssovered by Sirmond, and is pub- 

/ lish«d 
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record of his fame, the volume of public epistles chap. 
composed by Cassiodoriusin the royal name is still ^^^^ 
extant, and has obtained more implicit credit than 
it seems to deserve.^ They exhibit the forms/ 
rather than the substance, of his government; and 
we should vainly search for the pure and sponta- 
neous sentiments of the barbarian amidst the de- 
clamation and learning of a sophist, the wishes of 
a Roman senator, the precedents of office, and the 
vague professions, which, in every court» and on 
every occasion, compose the language of discreet 
ministers. The reputation of Theodoric may re- 
pose with more confidence on the visible peaceand 
prosperity of a reign of thirty-three years ; the 
unanimous esteem of his own times, and the me- 
mory of his wisdom and courage, his justice and 
humanity, which was deeply impressed on the 
minds of the Goths and Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which ^/Jl^!^ 
Theodoric assigned the third part to his soldiers, 
is honourably arraigned as the sole injustice of his 
life. And even this act may be fairly justified by 
the example of Odoacer, the rights of conquest, 
the true interest of the Italians, and the sacred duty 

lished at the end of Ammianus Marcellinus. The author's name is un-* 
known, and his style is harbarous; but in his various facts he exhibits 
the knowledge, without the passions, of a contemporary. The presi* 
dent Montesquieu had formed the plan of an history of Theodoric, 
which at a distance mi^ht appear k rich and interesting subject. 

^ The best edition of the Vafiarum Lihri xii, is that of Job. Garretius, 
(Ro^omagi, 1679, in 0pp. Cassiodor. 9 vol. in fol.); but they deserved 
and required such an editor as the Marquis Scipio Maffei, who thought 
of pubiisiiing them at Verona. The Barbara EUganga (as it is ingeni- 
ously named by Tiraboschi) is nevtr simple, and seldom perspicuous^ 
VQL. VU- C 
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cH^p. Qfi^Qb$igtii|gawhokpjeople,who,onthefaithofIm 
^^,^^E promisesyhadtwasportedthemselvesintoadistant 
liOjd^'' Undjer the reign, of Tliieodoric^ and in 
ijne hiq>P7 climate of {tal j, the Qoths^ soon nuiki- 
fUeci to a formidaliile host of two )iy])|dred thou- 
swdmen,'^ and the ^hole amount of their fapxilies 
n^y be computed by the or4iiW}r addition (^ wo- 
men and childiren. T}i^r inva^on of projpiert j, 
H pfiH of which must have been already vacant^ 
i^ras disg9i$Ne4 by the genero^ but improper name 
^fhospitajiity; these unwelcoiwe gu#sits we^e i^re- 
gula.rlyd^pevse4 9^er the&ce of Itaty^a^d t^e lot 
pj^ es^ Ipi^bari^n, y^as ade<|u.ate to, l^is bktb and 
oMfi^ t;he niimb^r o^ h^ fql^W^fs, apd the rustic 
wealth w|ijichhejy^ae$sedii|isl9.yes^4c^tle. The 
distiadtioos of 90^e 9fA plebei^Hi i|^ere acknow- 
If^ed f huA the lands of ^yei^y fi-^man were 
exempt from tai^e^q;nd heeiyoy^ thei^e^timabjie 
privilege of being subj^gt q^ly tQ th? fews of his 
^ eonntry/ F^hipi^ and even qonxenienceit spon 
jeersoaded th^ QQuquei^o^^ to assume the more ele- 
gaqt dcess of the natives, b¥t they s^l persisted in 
t-be use of their mpth^r-tongue ; and tifj^if can- 
tempt forthe lu^tm schools wa^^ppl^ud^bjThe- 

^ Procopjus, Gk>$bic. 1. 1, c. i; Vartarum iL Mafei (Verooa UJustrat. 
p, U p*, %f^) ei^^gge^^tfis ifxe iBJms^ice of the Croths^ whom he li^Jted 
«t an Italian nol^ The, pl^b^ian Murafpri qpouches under their 
opprj^sttwa. 

* Procopius, Goih. if iiit c. 4, 2U Ennodjua describes (p. 1(^12^ 
1^13) the military arts i^i^ inoreasinc nui;ahers of the Goths. - 

' When Theodo^ric gave hi^ sifter to the king of the Vandals, she 
sailed for Afi:ica with a guard of 1000 noble Goths* c^h of whom was 
atl0ilded by five aroaed foUpwers, (Procpp, Vandi^L 1* U c. S>. The 
Gothic nobility must h/tye been as nuiniBrovs. as. bn^rcu 

' See the acknowledgment of Gothic liberty, Var« v^ 30. 
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odoric hisosdtf^ who gratified their prejudiices, w chap. 
Us QWji, fey 4«clawtg, th^ot the chUd iirho bad ^^^^^ 
treiobIed«t a roAt wotdd never dare to look upon 
a swcvd*^ Dbtresa might sometimes provoke the 
iodigeAt ftovnan to assume the ferocious ma&aers 
whldb were inseiisibly reliniq^khed by the rich and 
k&wioKi&l^arbarian:*^ but these mutual ocHiver- 
^Qtts. w^e lu^ encouraged by the policy of a, mo- 
narch who perpetuated the separation of the Ita- ^^ ^IT^^ 
lians and Gdths; reserving the former for the arts goOw and 
ofpeace, and the latter for the service of war. Xo^**^^** 
acQOBiplidBi this design, he studied to prcKsect hia 
industrious subjects, and to moderate the violence 
without encaryating the valour of his sddiam, who 
were maintained for the public defence. They 
held their hods andl)enefices as a military stipend 
at the somid of the trumpet, they were prepared 
to march, under the conduct of their provinxual o^ 
ficers; and the whole extent oS Hafy^ was distrir 
bated inio the several quarters oif a well*reguht- 
^ campu l^e service of the palace and of the 
frontieis was performed by choice or by rotation; 
aDde^ch extraordinary fatigue was recompensed 
by an increase of pay and occasional donatives. 
Tbeojdoric had cpnvinced his ferave companions, 
that empire must be acquired and defended by the 

< Proeopios, Goth. 1. i, c. 2. The Roman b6y8 learnt thelangnagv 
(Var. viu, Uly of the Goths. Thdr general ignoraftce is not destroyed 
Ijy the exceptions efAraalasuntha, a female^ who might study with- 
out tAtaine, or of lliieod&tus, whose learning pvovoked ^e indignation 
and contempt of hiff countrymen. 

^ A s04ng of Theodoric was founded on experience.-—^ llomanus 
** miser imitatur Gothum ; ettii^s /dtve«y Gothu^imitatut Romamitfe.^' 
CSa^ the Frsfment and Not** of Valesiuf » p. 71^: 

c2 
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CHAP, some arts. After his exampte, tbey strove to excet 
^^^^ in the use, not only of the lance and sword, the 
instruments of their victories, but of the missik 
weltpons, whidi they were too much inclined to 
neglect; and the lively imt^e of war was display- 
ed in the daily exerciise and annual reviews of 
the Gothic cavalry. A firm though gentle dis- 
cipline imposed the habits of modesty, obedience, 
and temperance ; and the Goths were instracted 
to spare the people, to reverence the laws, to 
understand the duties of civil society, and to dis- 
claim the barbarous license of judicial combat 
and private revenge.' 
Pordgn ' Amongthe barbarians of the West,thevictory of 
.^^^^ Theodorichadspreada general alarm. But ^ soon 
as it appeared that he was satisfied with conquest^ 
and desirous of peace, terror was changed iato re- 
spect, and they sdbmitted toapowerfulmediation, 
which was uniformly employed for thef best pur- 
poses of t'econciling their quarrels and civilizing 
their manners.^ The ambassadcnrs who resorted to 
Ravenna from the most distant countries of Eu- 
rope, admired his wisdom, magnificence,^ and 

* The view of the military establishment of the Goths in Italy, is 
collected from the Epistles of Cassiodorius, (V^. i, 24, 40 ; iii, 3» 24, 
4S ; iv, 13, 14 ; v, 26, 27 ; viil, 3^ 4, 25>. They are Ulustrated by 
the learned Maacou, (Hist, of the Germans, L xi, 40-44; Axmota- 
tion xiv). 

^ See the clearness and vigour of his negotiations in Ennodius,. (^ 
1607), and Cassiodoiius, (Var. iii, 1, 2, 3, 4 ; iv, 13; v. 43,. 44), who 
fives the different styles of friendship,, counsel, expostulation, &c. 

* Even of his table (Var. vi, 9) and palace (viir 5). The admiration 
of strangers is represented as the most rational motive to justify these 
▼ain expences,.and to stimulate the diligence of the officers to whop 
Ihoie provinces were intrusted. 



courtesy \ and if be soBietimes accepted either chap. 
slaves or arms, white horses or strange animals, ^^^^ 
the gift of a sun-dial, a water^lock, or a musi- 
cian, admoniished even the princes of GauU of the 
superior art and industry of his Italian subf ecti^ 
His domestic alHances,™ a wife, two daughters, a 
sister, ^id a niece, united the family of Theodorie 
with ibe kings of the Franks, the Burgundiaiis, 
the Visigoths, the Vandals, aBd the Thuringians; 
and contributed to mi^tain the harmony, or at 
least the ba]anGe,of the great repubiic<^f the WesL' 
It is difficult, in the dark Ibrests of Germimy and 
Poland, to pursue the emigrati<ms of the Heruii, a 
fierce people, who disdained the use of annour,and 
who condemned their widows and aged parents 
not to survive the loss of their husbands, or the de- 
4:ay of their strength.'' The king of these savage 
warriors solicited the friendship of Theodorie, and 
was elevated to the rank of his son, according to 
the barbaric rites of a military adoption.^ From 



<■* See -the public and private i^Ifances of the GotMc monarch, With 
the Burgundians, (Var. i, 45, 4«)» wi^ the Franks, (ii, 40), with the 
Thuringians, (iv, 1), and with the Vahdals. (v, i). £ach of these 
epistles alibrds some eurious luiowledge of the policy And manners of 
the barbarians. 

'^ His political system may be observed in Cassiodoriue, Var. it, 1.; • 
ix* 1)» Jornandes, (c. 58, p. 698, 699), and the Valeaian Fragment, 
(p» 720, 721). Peace, honourable peace, was the constant aim of 
Theodorie 1 

* The curious reader may contemplate the Heruii of Frocopius, 
<Goth. 1. ii, c. 14), and the patient reader may plunge into the dar)L 
and minute researches of M. de Buat, (Hist, des Peuples Ancxens^ 
tern, ix, p. 348-896). 

' Variarum, i v, f . Thespirit and fiarms of this martial institution are 
•noticed by-Cassiodorius ; hut beseems to have only translated the seiv- 
timents of the<Qbthic king into the: language of Roman eloquence. 

c8 



22 f HB DKCLIHK AND FALL 

CHAP, the sdiores of the Baltic, the Jlstiens, or Livo^ 
^^[^ nians» laid their offerings of native amber"* at the 
feet of a prince, whose fame had excited them 
to undertidce an unknown and dangerous jour- 
ney of fifteen hundred miles. With the conn- 
try' from whence the Oottiic nation derived 
their origin, he maintdned a frequent and 
friendly correspondence; the Italians were elid- 
ed in the rich gables* off Sweden; and one of 
its sovereigns, aftei* a voluntary or reluctant ab- 
dication, found an hospitable retreat in the pa- 
lace of Ravenna. He had reigned over one of 
the thirteen populous tribes who cultivated a 
small portion of the great island or pemnstila of 
Scandinavia, to which the vague appellation ef 
Thute has been sometimes ^^plied. That ndrth- 
em region was peopled, or bud bee'n exploited, as 
\iigh as the sijtty-elghth degree of latttude, 
where the natives of the polar drde enj\>y and 
lose the presence of tlie sun at each siimmer and 
# 

4 Cafsiodorias, who quotes Tadtus to tlse MstaA^ tiie nnlettered 
savages of the Baltic, (Var. v» 2), A^scHbes fh* ntAtr for which 
their shores have ever betin famous, as th^ gum of a tree, hai^ened 
iry the sun, and puriHed and wafted by the waves. Wh^ti tfamt sin- 
gular substance is analysed by the chemists, it yields a vegetable oil 
Aiid a mineral acid. 

• ' Scantfia, or Tlmle, is described by Jomaiides, (e. 3, p. 610^13), 
iukd Procopfus, (Goth. 1. ii, e. 1^). N-eitfaer the Goth Mor th« Greek 
had visited the country : both had conversed with the nativtss ih kbtft 
ctile at naVenaft or Conitantinopte. 

^ • Sofhefinuflkt* Inthetimcofiornandes,tfaayiiihabitad<$%ceiliiiif, 
the proper Sweden ; but tliat beautiful race of aniandshsB gtfadaallj 
been driven into the eastern parts of Siberia. Sfee BuA>s^ (Hist 
Nat. torn, ziii, p. 309-313^ quarto editfon); PItoniuit, (System of 
Quadrupeds, vok i, p. Sit^S^; Gme^ (Um. Gen. dec Voyi^ei, 
torn. xvW, p. It&lt 9i^t uA Uevtftquef (HisU de 9Mat», %mtu ▼• p> 
1««« 166, 5U, 6U>. 
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winter solace during an equal period of forty ^hap. 
days.* The long night of his absence or death ^^ij^!^ 
was the itoournful season of distress and anxiety, 
till the messengers who had been sent to the 
motmtain tops, diescried the first rays.c^ return- 
ing light, and proclaimed to the plain below the 
festival of his resurreetion/ 

iThe life of Theodoric represents the rare and »»*«««• 

*^ live ^ 

meritorious example of a baibarian, who sheath- 
ed his s\k>rd in the pride of victory and the vi- 
gour of his age. A reign of three and thirty 
years was consecrated to the duties of civil go- 
Vernitictet^ knd the hostSiti^s in which he was 
sometiitied involved, were speedfly terminated by 
the'cofiSiiet of his lieutenants, the discipline of 
his trbcfpis, the^>^lns of his allies, and even by the 
terror of hi^ namk He reduced, under a strong 
and regular govenrinent, the unprofitable couh- 
tries of Rhsetiuk, Noricutn, Dalmatia, and Pan- 
nonia, from the source of the Danube and the 
territory of the fiavaritos,* to the petty kingdom 

* In the system or romance of M. BaiUy, (Lettres sur les Sciencw 
et sur i'Atlantide» torn, i, p. 249>256 ; torn, ii, p. 114-139), the 
phtenix of the tdda, lad the annual 4eath and revival of Adonis adi 
Cans, aire the allegorical iymbols of the ahsence and return of the 
sun in the Arctic regions* This ingenious writer is a worthy dLi- 
ciple of the great ^kiBbh : nor is it easy tor the coldest reason t^ 
withiliEttia tlie thajs^'e ortKeir philosophy. 

^ 'Amm Ti .OvXiTMf h ftryttn rv\f tt^ntv tr^^ says Prooopiua. At pre- 
sent a rude Manicheism (generous enough) prevails among the Sa- 
snoyed^ inOfecnlahd and in Lapland* (Hist, cles Voyages, torn, xviii, 
p. 50i8,i09: torn, six, p. 105, l06, 527, SiS); yet, according to 
Orotius, Samojjutae coelum atque astra adorant, numina haud aliis 
imqurora, '^de Rebus Belgicis, 1. iv« p. S38, folio edition) : a sentence 
which Tacitus would not hslve disowned. 

' SieJB Qie Ilist jesl^^ples Ancieha, &c ioin, iz, p. 2^5-2^3, 3^<« 
^01. Th« bomt de Buat was Trench xniiiister at ihe court of Bavaria t 

aUberal 
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^ CHAP, erected by the Gepidae on the rains of Sirmium. 

^^i^^l His prudence could not safely intrust the bul- 
wark of Italy to such feeble and turbulent neigh- 
bours ; and his justice might claim the lands 
which they oppressed^ either as a part of his 
kingdom, or as the inheritance of his father. 
The greatness of a servant^ who was named perfi- 
dious because he was successful, awakened the 
jealousy of the emperor Anastasius ; and a war was 
kindled on the Dacian frontier, by the protection 
which the Gothic king, in the vicissitude of human 
affi^irs, had granted to one of the descendants of 
Attila. Sabinian, a general illustrious by his own 
and his father's merit, advanced at the head of ten 
thousand Romans ; and the provisions and arms, 
which filled a long train of waggons, were distri^ 
buted to the fiercest of the Bulgarian tribjes. But, 
in the fields of Margus, the eastern powers were 
defeated by the inferior forces of the Goths and 
Huns ; the flower and even the hope of the Ro^ 
man armies was irretrievably destroyed \ and such 
was the temperance with which Theodoric had 
inspired his victorious troops, that as their leader 
had not given the signal of pillage, the rich spoils 

His naval of the enemy lay untouched at their feet/ Ex- 

A. 0. 509. asperated by this disgrace, the Byzantine court 
despatched two hundred ships and eight thousand 

, a liberal curiosity prompted his inquiries into the antiquities of the 
country, and that curiosity was the germ of twelve respectable vo- 
lumes. 

'See the Gothic transactions on the Danube and in Illyricum, in 
Jornandes, (c. 58, p. 699) ; Eunodiua, (p. 1607-1610) ; Marcellinus, 
(in Chron. p. 44, 47, 48), and Cassiodorius, (in Chron. and Var. iii« 
23, 50; IT, 13; vii, 4, «45 viii, 9, 10, 11, 21; ix, 8, 9). 
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men to plunder the searcoast of Calabria and Apu* chap. 
lia ; they assaulted the ancient city of Tarentum» ^txxix. 
interrupted the. trade and agriculture of an happy 
country, and siailed back to the Hellespont, proud 
of their piratical victory over a people whom they 
still presumed to consider as their Roman bre- 
thren," Their retreat was possibly hastened by 
the activity of Theodoric ; Italy was covered by 
a fleet of a thousand light vessels,'' which.he con* 
structed with incredible despatch ; and his firm 
moderation was soon rewarded by a solid and 
honourable peace. He ^maintained with apowerful 
hand the balance of the West, till it was at length 
overthrown by the ambition of Clovis ; and al« 
though unable to assist his rash and unfortunate 
kinsman t^e king of the Visigoths, he saved the 
remains of his family and people, and checked 
the Franks in the midst of their victorious career. 
I am not 4^iFous to prolong or repeat^ this nar- 
rative of military events, the least interesting of 
the reign of Theodoric ; and shall be content to 
add, that the Alemanni were protected,"" that an 

* I cannot forbear transcribing the liberal and classic style of Count 
MarcelUnus : Romanus comes doniestic^rum, et Rusticus comes scho^ 
lariorum cum centum armatis navibus, totidemque drombnibos, octo 
jnillia militum armatorum secum ferentibus, ad devastanda Italiae lit- 
tora processerunt, et usque ad Tarentum fntiquissimam civitatem ag« 
gressisunt; remensoque man inhonestam victoriam quam piratico 
ausu Rmnani ci^ Romania rapuerunt, Anastasio Cs^sari reportaruaty 
<m Cbron. p. 48). See Variar. i, 16 ; ii, 38. 

* See the royal orders and inirtructions, (Var. iv, 15;. v, 16«-20). 
These arioicd boats should be still smaller than the thousand vesself 
of Agamemnon at the ai^e of Troy. 

^ Vol vi, p. 330-337. 

" Ennodius, (p. 1610), aniCaisiodorius* in the royal naiae> (Var*ii-I 
4*1), record his salutary protection of the Alemantu. 
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CH xr. Bii*oad of the Bm-gutidians was severelychastised, 
xxxrx. i^jjj i^^^ iijg conquest of Aries and MarseiHes 
opened a free communication witii the Vtsigoths, 
who revered him both as their nictional protector, 
and as the gtxafdtan of his grandchild, the infant 
son of Alaric. Under this respectable character, 
tlie king of Italy restored the pfretorian prtfec- 
ture of the Gauls, reformed soriie abuses in the 
civil government cff Spain, and accfepted the 
tonasd tribute and apparent submissionof ttsmfli- 
i&tj governor, who wisely refused to itnkl his 
person in the palace of Ravenna,* The Gfbfhk 
tdveteigntj was estMiiished froni Sicily to the 
I^amibe^&omSiriMium orBelgrade to the Atlantic 
ocean; and the Greeks themselves have acknow- 
ledged that Theodoric reigrfed over the tiSreA 
{ifdrtion of the western empire.* 
chrfl r>- The mdon of the Goths and Itbhiatis might 
jllr^^ac. have fixed for hges the transiefoft happinete of 
^R^ ItaSy ; and At first of nations, a ne^ p^dp\h of 
i»w» ftet stxhjects and ehKgfctened sddiers, Vnight iiave 
gradually arisen i^om the mutual eihulatioh of 
their respective virtues. But the sublime merit 
of guiding or seconding such a revolution, was 
not reserved for the rdgn of Uteddwic; he 
Wanted either the genius or the opportunities of 

* Tfte Odihic trflfhsactions m(SMI anS S^hi ai^ tepMetiiA i^tt 
Mme perplexity in Cfusio^rfos, (Vifr. iif, Si, 98, 41, 43,^^^ V, ^^{ 
JomaiMes, {t, 59, p. 6^, <799), and Pr6copftar, Obth. t U c. I^« I 
#fll neither h^ar nor ifecbncile tile lottg tthd eontradic^or^ in^giiiEheti^ 
of the Abb^ Dnbos and the Count d^ AbiK, Hkntt M Ws^ii Iff tvit* 
fundy. 
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a legislator ;^ and while h^ indulged the Gotks chap* 
in the enjoyment of rude liberty, he servilely ^^^^ 
copied the institutions, and even the abuses, of the 
political system whkh had been framed by Cbm^ 
stantuie and his successors. From a tender regard 
to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the bar- 
barian declined the name, the purple, and the 
diadan of the emperors ; but he assumed, und^ 
th'e her^tary title of king, the whole substance 
and plenitude of imperial prerogative.' His ad* 
Aresses to the eaiitem throne were respectful and 
aiiibigttous ; "he celebrated in pompous style th^ 
harmony of tb^ tiro republics, applauded his 
emta foviemmcfnt as the perfect similitude of a 
sole atid trntivided dmpire, and daimed above the 
kix%gi'd[ the earth the s^ne pre-emtneiic6 wi^dk 
he modestfly fallowed tb the person or rank of 
Att&staftlbli* ThedlliMceofthoE^and W^«« 
^ass ^j^uaKjr deolteed by the unanimous choice of 
two ^on^h; but tt should seem that the ItaliaA 
cattdidate who was named by Tlieddoric, accept^ 
a formal CdnJli*mation from the sovereign of Goki- 
stantinople.'' The Gothic palace of Ravenna re* 

* P^doopius liiRtms that ho laws wHaitstfeV6r w^re promulgated b^ 
Theod^ic «nd tht AicbeediDg kin^s of Ifaly, (Goth. 1. U, c. S). He 
tntfk rilcfth in the'Gbfhic language. A Latin edict of Theodorio li 
etin ei^tant, in one Kuhdred and fifty-four article*. 

a The image of Thadddric is engraved on his coins : hk niodeit tne- 
ttsionSiirere tetiaflfd ^irifli adding th«ir own name to the h€ad of tlie 
Teigning^emperor» (Muratori Antiquitat. Italife Medii JEvu torn. ii« 
distert txtfi, p. 6i7'^'79, Glatfuidne laloria Civile dTNapoIi, torn, a, 

p.Md>. 

^ tht aBkn^ of ihe efaipetor and the king of Italy are r^i^esentcft 
by Cettiodorfiid, C^ar. i, 1 ; ii,l, 2» S; vi, i), and Prooo]Hus^<6oth. I. ij, 
a. 6 ; I. iii, c. SI), Who e^lebra^ the friendship of Anastaaina ah4 
Theodoric : hui ihe f^tfUtlve style of eoaiplimeat Waa ihterpratfidi|| 
« very iStti&^t Mie «t CtostHnliJiople 9M Kmmintu 
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CUAP. fleeted the image of the court of Theodosius or 
^xxix. Valentinian. The pretorian prefect, the prefect 
of Rome, the questor, the master of the offices, 
ivitii the public and patrimonial trea8urers5 whose 
functions are painted in gaudy colours by the rhe- 
toric of Cassiodorius, still continued to act as the 
ministers of state. And the subordinate care of 
justice and the revenue was delegated to seven 
Gonsulars, three correctors, and five presidents, 
who governed the fifteen regions Of Italy, ac- 
cording to the principles and even the forms of 
Roman jurisprudence.* The violence of the 
conquerors was abated or eluded by the slow 
artifice of judicial proceedings ; the civil admini- 
stration, with its honours and emoluments^ was 
confined to the Italians ; and the people still pre- 
served their dress and language, their laws and 
customs, their personal freedom, and two-thirds 
of their landed property. It had been the object 
of Augustus to conceal the introduction of 
monarchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric to dis- 
l^ise the reign of a barbarian.^ If his subjects 

^ To the xvii provinces of the Notitia, Paul Warnefrid the deacon 
(I>e Reb. LongobarcU l.ii» c. 14-23) has subjoined an xviiith, Uie Ap- 
penine, (JMuratori Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom.i,p.431-43S)«But 
of these Sardinia and Corsica were possessed by Uie Vandals, And the 
two Rhsetias, as well as the Cottian Alps, seem to have been abandoned 
to a military government. The state of the four provinces that nowfiBrm 
■the kingdom of Naples, is laboured by Giannpne (t«m, i, p. 172» 178) 
with patriotic diligence. > 

^ See the Gothic history of Procopius, 0« i> c. 1 ; 1. ii, c. 6) ; the Epis- 
tles of Cassiodorius, (passim, but especially the vth and vith books, 
which contain the Jbrmuke, or patents of offices), and the Civil His- 
tory of Giannone, (tern, i, 1. ii, iii). The Gothic counts, which he 
'places in every Italian dty, are annihilated, however, by Maffei, (Ve- 
^na IIlustrata» p. i, 1. viii, p. 227) ; for those of Syracuse and Na- 
Ves (Van vi, 22> 23> werejspccial and temporary 'Commissions. 
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Virere sometimes awakened from this pleasing chai>,' 
vision of a Roman government, they derived more ^xxix. 
substantial comfort from the character of aGothic **""*"**** 
prince, who had penetration to discern, and firm- 
ness to pursue, his own and the public interest. 
Theodoric loved the virtue^ which he possessed, 
and the talents of which he was destitute. Llbe- 
rius was promoted to the office of pretorian 
prefect for his unshaken fidelity to the unfortu- 
nate cause of Odoacer. / The ministers of TTheo- 
doricy Cassiodorius^ and Boethius, have reflected 
oh his reign the lustre of their genius and learning. 
More prudent or more fortunate than his col- 
league, Cassiodorius preserved his own esteem 
without forfSeitingtbe royal favour; and after pass- 
ing thirty years in the honours of the world, he 
was blessed with an equal term of repose in the 
devout and studious solitude of Squillace. 

As the patron of the republic, it was the in* Progperit^^ 
terest and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate the ^^ ^^^^^ 
affections of the senate* and people. The nobles 
of Rome were flattered by sonorous epithets and 
formal professionsof respect, whichbad beenmore 
justly applied to the merit and authority of their 

* Two Italians of the name of CatsiodoriU8» t^e father, CVar. i, t^^^ 
iO), and the son, (ix, 24, 25), were successively employed in the ad* 
ministration of Theodpfric. The son was bor^ in the y^r 479; his . * « 

variius epistles as questor, master of the offices, and pretorian prefect, 
extend from 509 to 539, and he lived as a monk about thirty years^ 
(Tiraboschi Storia della Letteratura Italiana, tem. iii, p. 7-24. Pa- 
bricius, Bibliot. Lat. Med. Mv'u torn, i, p. 357, 358, edit. Mansi). 

■■ See bis regard for the senate hi Cochloeus, (Vit. Theod. viii, p. 
?2-80). 
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CHAP* ancestors. The people enjc^ed, without fear or 
^^^^ danger, the three hlessings Qf a capietal, order, 
pknt J, and pi| Wo aoiusements. A visU^Ie dimi* 
nuticm of their ntii^b^rs' may he found eveii ii^ the 
Qieasure oj^ Uherality f yet Apulia, Calahria, and 
Sictty, poured their tribute of corn iato the gra- 
naries of Rmne; an allowance of bread and meat 
waa distributedr to the indigent citizens; a^d every 
office was deemed honouri^hle whijcb vfas conse- 
crated to the care of their health and hj^y^iness. 
The public games» such as a Gdr«ek; ambassador 
might politely ap^aiid» exlubited a fijiint and 
feeble copy of the magnificew^e of the C^W^: 
f et the muaical, the gymna^tk, and the panto- 
mimie arts^ had not. totally sunk in obl^vien ; the 
wild beasts of Africa slitt exereilied in tb« waphi- 
theatreilie courage and dexterity of the hitters; 
and the indul^jent Goth either patiient^ tolerated 
or gently restramed the blme and ffteen factijons, 
whose contests so. often filled the circus wkt^ cla- 
Tint of mour, and even with blpp4* In the sev^ntii 
A. a 600. year of his peaceful reign,. Tkeo<ftopc V/isjjte4i the 
old capital of the world \ th9 senate ac^ people 
advanced in solemn procession to sahite a second 
Trajan, a new Valentinian ; aiid he nobly sup- 
ported that character by the assui^nce of a just 

^ >* No more than, 130,000 mQdii, or fbur thousand <]^uarters, (A- 

iipfj^qn. Vaiesian. p^ 7?J, and Vat. i, 35 ; vi, X8 ; xi, 5, 39), 

* Sea hift r^ard an4 Indulgenjce for the spectacles of the circus, the 
amphitheatre, an4 the theatre, in the Chronicle and Epistles of Cas- 
«iod|Orius» (Var. i, 2f), ?L 3P, 31, 32 ; iii, 51 ;^ iv, 51;, illustrated by 
the zivth Annotation of Mascou*s History), who has contrived to 
spriokle the subject with ostentfitious« though agree«ble, learning. 
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9X^4, l^eA goveri^ment,^ \^ a^ discourse wl^cU h^ cqAP> 
was J^t ^aid tp pronounce in public, wd i^ ^^^^ 
ipsc^ib^ q|i a t^iblet of bra$& Ron^ in this august 
cereppi^y^ ^hot a l?s^ r^y of declining glo^ ; ^nd 
^ $ai#, tbe spef^^tor of tl^isi pompous sdene, cou.ld 
on^y.J^ppe iu hjspipus f^ncy^ that it. was c^xceU^ 
by the cefestial ^pie^dour q£ the New JerusalenE^"* 
During a residence cyf six ^^o^ths^ the fame, the 
pe^^jci^ ^^4 tbje cai^ftepus demeanour pf th^ Go* 
thic king, excitpd the adniiration of t}f(^ l^mnnns, 
ax^ be coi^teij^^t^d, with equ^^. otiosity |in4 
sv^pri^^ t^ ^jipl^^ia^l^nts tha;t resigned pf tbeif 
^.di^nt g?eatnf»^ i^i?iipRrinte4t|^efopjtstepsqC 

cop^sj^ t^t ^«cH 4ay k» yk^y(edi wiik ftesh 
wwd^c ^he fer^iB of TiSfl»ft w4 h» |pfty ?9? 
luB?n. TH^ft t^»ti^ oi ?<mm IJ»ea?eA ev^^ 
lA its de^c^^y, %s a hffg<^ p^ountAiipL Bf%i&!^U^ kftir 
^^44 9n4 poli^h^, a|i4 a4^<:»^4 l^y humayi 
Mm*ry ; ^ ^ vaguely cwapi^^, thjit 4 rivefpf 
gpW ^i^itsjb^l^h^^n^r^inedi tpeject tjhp^^p^os^ 
ampbith^tr^ qf T\t\^J F^qwk %\^ iQOHths of 
fp\ir|€^n Bq^m^p^ a p^F« apd c^ipuf a^re^w 
ws^f diffiisfd iatp^Y^ry p^ of ti^^ vMy ; ^^Qong 

' Ananym. Vales, p^ 721 ; Marius Aventicensis in Chron* In the 
scale o^piibUe lUid personal merit, the Gothie conqueror is At least as 
much ahove Valentihiany as he may seem inferior to Trajan* 

« Vlt. Fiiigan^ in Boron. Aniial. Eeeles. A. D. ^00, V«. 10. 

■ Cas^odonus describes, in his pomfwus style, the forum of TraJMi, 
CVar. vii, 6), the theatre of Marcelliis, (iv, 51), and the amphitheatre 
of Titus, (▼, At) ; and his descriptions are not unworthy >of the read- 
er*s perusaL According to the modern prices, the Abb^ Harthelemy 
computes that the brick-work and masonry of the Coliseum would 
BOW tost twen^ millions of French livres, (Mem. de 1^ Academic des 
Ihscriptioos, torn, zxviii, p. 5S^, M^ How stuiil a port of tiMiC 
«tepeM(»tt8fiAricf 
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CHAP, th^se the Claudian water, which arose at the dis- 
XXX IX tance of thirty-eight miles in the Sabine moun- 
tains, was conveyed alongagentle though constant 
declivity of solid arches, till it descended on tlie 
summit of the Aventine hill. The long and spa- 
cious vaults which had been constructed for the 
purpose of common sewers, subsisted, after twelve 
centuries, in their pristine strength; and the sub- 
terraneous channels have been preferred to all the 
visible wonders of Rome.* The Gothic kings, 
so injuriously accused of the ruin of antiquity, 
were anxious to preserve the monuments of the 
nation whom they had subdued.^ The royal 
edicts were framed to prevent the abuses, the ne- 
glect, or the depredations of the citizens them- 
selves; and a professed arch^ect, the annual sum 
of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thou- 
sand tiles, and the^ receipt of customs from the 
Lucrine port, were assigned for the ordinary 
repairs of the walls and publicedifices. A similar 
carewasextendedtothestatues of metal or marble, 
of men or animals. The spirit of the horses, 
which have given a modern name to the Quirinal, 
was applauded by the barbarians ;"* the brazen 

• For the aqueducts and cloacie, see Strabo, (L v, p. 360) ; Pliny, 
(Hist. Nat. xxxvi, 24) ; Cassiodorius, (Yar. iii, 30, 31 ; vi, 6) ; Pro- 
eopius, (Goth. 1. i, c. 19), and Narclini, (Roma Antka, p. 514>582). 
How such works could be executed by a king of Rome, is yet a problem. 

^ For the Gothic care of the buildings and statues, see Cassiodo- 
rius, (Var, i, 21, 25; ii, 34; iv, 30 ; vii, 6, 13, 15), and the Valesian 
Fragment, (p. 721). 

*■ Var. vii, 15. These horses of Monte-Cavallo had been transported 
from Alexandria to the baths of Constantine, (Nardini, p. 188). Their 
iculpture is disdained by the Abb^ Dubos, (Reflections sur la Poesie et 

sur 
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elephatats of the Via sacra were diligently raster* chap. 
ed;?" the famous heifer of Myron deceived the cat* ^; ^ ^ -.^ 
tie, as they were driven through the forum of 
peace ;^ .and an officer was created to protect 
those works of art, which Theodoric considered 
as the noblest ornament of his kingdom. 

After the example of the last emperors, iTheo- fiourish- 
dofk pneferred the residence of Ravenna, where onuiy.* 
he cultivated ail orchard with his own hands.' 
As often as the peace of his kingdom was. thread* 
ened^fiM* it was never invaded) by the barbarians^ 
he removed his court to Verona* on the northern 
frontier, and the image of his palace^ still extant, 
on a coin* re[Hresents the oldest and most authentic 
model of Gothic architecture* These twp capitals, 
as Wellies Pavia, Spoleto, Naples, and the rest of 
the Itaiiaii cities, acquired under his reign the 
useful or splendid decorations of churches, aque* 
ducts^ baths, porticoes, and palaces.* Butthef 

sur la Peinture, toin. i, section 39), and admired by Wiaklemani 
(Hist, de r Art, torn, ii, p. 159). 

* Var. X, 10. Tlicy were prohaWy a Tranent of some tfiuiophal 
Car, (Cuper ite filephantis, ii, 10)^ 

y Procopius (Goth, h Iv, c. 21) relates a foolisli story of Myron's 
cow, which is cele!irated by the false wit of ihirty.«ix Greek epigraidd^ 
(Antholog. 1. iv, p. 30i-806» edit. Hen. Steph. Auson. fiptgrmin. Ivili- 
Ixviii). 

'■ See an fipigriftn of Bnhodios (fi, 3, pr. 1893,. 1894) on this garden 
and tUe royal gardener* 

■ His affection for that city is proVed by the epithet of " Verona 
taa,** and the legeftd of the hero : under tKe barbarous name of Die" 
trich of Bern, (Peringsciold ad CtfcbloRimi, p. 240), Mafibi traces him 
with knowledge and pleasure in bis native cbuntry, (1. ix, p. 230- 
236). 

* See Mallei, Veronai Illwstrata, part i, p. 231, 232, 308, &c. He 
impntes Gothic at'chitecture, like the corrtiption of language, writing* 
&c. not to the barharians, but to the Italians themselves. Compafc 
Ms sentiments with those of Tiraboschi, (torn, iii, p. 6I)« 

VOL. VIK D 
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CHAP, happiness of the subject was more traly conspi- 
Jf^JJ^; cuous in the busy scene of labour and luxury, in 
the rapid increaf^c and bold enjoyment of national 
wealth : From the shades of Tibur and Prsneste, 
the Roman senators still retired in the winter-sea- 
son to the warm sun, and salubrious springs of 
Baiae ; and their villas, which advanced on solid 
moles into the bay of Naples, condmanded the va- 
rious prospect of the sky, the earth, and the water. 
On the eastern side of the Hadriatic, a new Cam- 
pania was formed in the fair and fruitful province 
of Istria, which communicated with the palace of 
Ravenna by an easy navigation of one hundred 
miles. Tlie rich productions of Lucania and the 
adjacent provinces were exchanged at the Marci- 
lian fountain, in a populous fair annually dedi- 
cated to trade, intemperance, and superstition. 
In the solitude of Comum, which had once been 
animated by the mild genius of Pliny, a trans- 
parent bason^ above sixty miles in length, still re- 
, fleeted the rural seats which encompassed the 
margin of t))e Larian lake; and the gradual ascent 
of the hills was covered by a triple plantation of 
olives, of vines, and of chesnut trees."" Agricul- 
ture revived under the shadow of peace, and the 
number of husbandmen was multiplied by the re- 
demption of captives."^ The iron mines of Dal' 

< The villus, climate^ and landskip of Bai«, (V«r» ix, 6 1 Soe Clu- 
yer. Italia Antiii. L iv, c. 2, p. Hid, &c.) ; Istria, (Var. zU» 2S, 26), 
and Comum, (Var. xi, 14, comi^re with PUny*s two villas, ix, 7), are 
, agreeably painted in the Epistles of Casaiodoritu. 

* In Liguria numerosa agricolanim progenies, (Ennodius, p.. 167S> 
1679, 16S0). St. £piphanius of Favia redeemed by prayer or ransom 
6000 captives from the Buigundiaaa of Lyons and Savoy. Suet 
dee4s are the best of mlrades. 
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matidi « gold mine in Bruttium, were carefully chaf. 
explored, and the Pomptine marshes, as well as ^^^^ 
those of Spoleto, were drained and cultivated by ' 
private undertakers, whose distant reward mus^ 
depend on the continuance of the public pro* 
sperity*^ Whenever the seasons were less propi^ 
tious, the doubtful precautions of forming mag%« 
zines of corn, fixing the price, and prohibiting the 
exportation, attested at least the benevolence of 
the state ; b^t such was the extraordinary plenty 
whidi an industrious people produced from a 
grateful soil, that a gallon of wine was sometimes 
sold in Italy for less than three farthings, and a 
quarter of wheat at about five shillings and six 
pence/ A country possessed of so many va- 
luable objects of exchange^ soon attracted the 
^merchants of the world, whose beneficial traffic 
^as encouraged and protected by the liberal spirit 
of Theodoric. The free intercourse of the pro* 
vmces by land and water was restored and ex* 
tended ; the city gates were never shut either by 
day or by night; and the common saying, that a 
purse of gold might be safely left in the fields, 

* The political economy ofTheodoric (see Anonym. Vales p. 721, 
and Cassiodorius, in Chrim.) may be dioUnetly traced under the follow* 
ing heads: iron mine, (Var. ill, 23); gold mine, (It, 9) ; Pomptine 
marshes, (fi, 32, S3) ; Spoley), <ii, 21) ; corn, (i, 34 ; x, 2T, 28 ; xi, 
^1> 12); trade, (vi, 7, 9, 23); fair bf Leueothoe or St. Cyprian 
in Lttcania, (vili, 33) ; plenty, (xii, 4); the cursns, or public post, (i^ 
29 ; ii, 31 ; iv, 47 ; v, 5 ; vi, 6 ; vii, 83) ; the Flaminian way, (xii, 
18V •»,. 

' LX' modii tritici in soltdum ipsius tempore ftierunt, et vinum 
XXX amphdras in solidam, (Fragment. Vales.). Corn was distribute 
«d from the granaries at xv or xxt modii for a piece o^ gold, and the 
price was still moderate, 
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CHAP, was expressive of the conscious security of the 

XXXIX. inhabitants.' 

A diiference of religion is always pernicious and 
Arianr often fatal to the harmony of the prince and peo- 
pie ; the Gothic conqueror hid been educated in 
the profession of Arianism, and Italy was de- 
routly attached to the Nicene faith- But thi 
persuasion of Theodoric was not infected by zeal, 
and he piously adhered to the heresy of his fe- 
thers,witTrout condescending to balance the subtle 
arguments of theological metaphysics. Satisfied 
with the prirate toleration of his Arian sectaries, 
he justl}' conceived himself to be the guardian of 
the public worship ; and his external reverence for 
a superstition which he despised, may have nou- 
rish^ in his iinnd the saliitai^ indifference of a 

His toicra* statcsiTiah Of philosopher. The catholics of his do- 

^°thoi[c8?* minions acknowledged, perhaps with reluctance, 
the peace of the church ; their clergy, according 
to the degrees of rajik or merit, were honburabiy 
Entertained in the palace of Theodoric; he esteem- 
ed the living sanctity 'of Caesarhis*" and Epipha- 
niiis,*^ the orthodox bishops of Aries and Pavia; 
and presented a. decent offering on the tomb of 

B See'the life of St. Csesarius i^ Baroniug, (A« D. SOS, N^ 12, 13, 
H). . The ki^g- pi-esented him with 300 gold solidi, and a discus oi 
silver of the Vt'^ight Of sixty pounds*. •• .. ; . 

*^. Enn9di^SJill.vid. St. Epiphanii, in,$innond Op. tofQ. i, p. 1673- 
1690. Theodoric bestowed some important favours on . this bisbopi 
whom he used as a counsellor in peace tmd war. 

y Devotissiffius ac, si Catholicus, (^nnoym. Vales, p, 720) ; yet his 
offering \vas no more th.:: v.i biver candlesticks, /^p«rof/r«iay of the 
freight of seventy .<v.i...ci, /a. .afprior to the gold and gems of Con- 
stantinople and Fiance, (Anastasius in Vit* PoQt. io Hormisda, p. 3^| 
edit. Pons). 



OF THE ROMAN EMPI|IE. 37 

St- Peter, without any scrupulous inquiry into chap. 
the creed of the apostle.' His favourite Goths. ^^^^ 
and. even his mother, were permitted to retain or 
embrace the Athanasian faith, and his long reign 
could not afford the example of an Italian ca* 
tholic, who, either from choice or compulsion, 
had deviated into the religion of the conqueror/ 
The people, and the barbarians themselves, were 
edified by the pomp and order of religious wor- 
ship ; the magistrates were instructed to defend 
the Just immunities of ecclesiastical persons and 
possessions ; the bishops held their synods, the 
metropolitans exercised their jurisdiction, and the 
privileges of sanctuary were maintained or mo- 
derated according to the spirit of the Roman 
jurisprudence. With the protection, Theodoric 
assumed the legal supremacy of the church ; and 
his firm administrationrestored or extended some 
useful prerogatives which had been neglected by 
the feeble emperors of the West, He was not 
ignorant of the dignity and importance of the 
Koman pontiff, to whom the venerable name of 
PoPB, was.now appropriated. The peace or the 
revolt of Italy might depend on the character of 
a wealthy and popular bishop, who claimed such 

' The tolerating system of his reign; (Ennodlus, p. 1612; Anonym. 
Vales, p. 719 ; Procop. Goth. L i, c. 1 ; 1. ii, c. 6), may be studied in 
the Epistles of Cassiodorius, under the following heads : &t«Aop«, (Var, 
U 9 ; viii, 15, 24; zi, 93) ; immunitie9^ (i, 26; ii, 29, 30); church' 
UiAtU, (iv, 17, 20); toncteonetf, (ii, 11; iii, 47); church^plate, (zii, 
20) ; d^dj^ne, (iy, i4) ; which prove at the same time that he was 
the head of the church as well as of the state. 

' We may reject a foolish tale of his beheading a catholic deacon 
who tumpd Arian, (Theodor. Lector. No. 17). Why is Theodoric 
«nrnamed Afer f From Vafw f (Vales, ad loc.) A light conjecture. 

03 
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CHAP, ample dominion both in heaven and earth ; wli« 
i!^^^<!i^l had l)eeh declared in a numerous synod to be pure 
from all sin, and exempt from all judgment."* 
Wlien the chair of St. Peter was disputed by 
Symmachus and Laurence, they appeared at bis 
siimmons before the tribunal of an Arian mo- 
narch, and he confirmed the election of the most 
Worthy or the most obsequious candidate. At the 
end of his life, in a moment of jealousy and re- 
sentment, he prevented the choice of the Ro- 
Ikia6s, by nominating a pope in the palace of 
Ravenna. The danger and furious contests of a 
schism were'ihildly restrained, and the last decree 
of the senate waS enacted to extinguish, if it were 
possible, the scandalous vendlity of the papal elec- 
tions.** ' -■': ' • 

Vices of I bave descanted with pleasure on the fortunate 

his govern- , * 

menu , Condition of Italy ; but oii^ fancy must not hastily 
(Conceive that the goldeii age of ttie poets, a race 
of men without vice or misery, was realised under 
the Gothic "conqtiest/ The fair proiiptet was 
sometinles" oS'^ercast'with 'clouds ; thief Mrisdbm of 
Theodoric might be' deceii^ied, his po^^^er' might 
be resisted,' ahd the declinibg age of tb6 broiiarch 
was sullied with pbpiilarfeiatred andpatrician blood. 
In the first insolence of victory, he had been 
temptedf to deprive ihe whole party of Odoacer 

» Ennodius, p. 1631, 1633, 1636, 1638. His UM wss tpprovetf 
and registered (synodaliter) by a Roman council, (Baronlus, Av D. 
60S, N»..6 ; Franciscus Pagi in Breviar. Pont. Rom. tom..i, p. 243). 

" SeeCassiodorius, (Var. Tiii, 15; is, 15, 16) ; Anastasius, (in Sym- 
macho, p. 31)^and the xviith Annotation of Maacou. Baronius, 
Pagi, and most^of the catholic doctorSf confess^ with an angry growit 
this Gothic usurpation. . 
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i»f the cinl and even the natural ri^s of so- f hap. 
ciety ;'' a tax unseasonably imposed after the ca- 
iamities of war, would have cnished the rising 
agriculture of Liguria; a rigid pre-emption of 
com, which was intended for the public relief, 
must have aggravated the distress of Campania. 
These dangerous projects were defeated by the 
virtue and eloquence of Epiphanius and Boethius, 
•who, in the presence of Theodoric himself, suc- 
cessfully pleaded the cause of the people :^ but if 
the royal ear was open to the voice of truth, a 
saint and a philosopher are not always to be found 
at the ear of kings. The privileges of rank, or 
office, or favour. Were too frequently abused by 
Italian fraud and Gothic violence, and the avarice 
of the king's nephew wias publicly exposed, at 
first by the usurpation, and afterwards by the re- 
stitution, of the estates which he had unjustly ex- 
torted from his Tuscan neighbours. Two hun- 
dred thousand barbarians,formidable even to their 
master, were seated in the heart of Italy ; they in- 
dignantlysupportedthe restraints of peace and dis- 
cipline ; the disorders of their march werb'always 
felt and sometimes compensated ; and where it was 
dangerous to punbh, it might be prudent to dis- 

* Me disabled them— a licentia testandi ; and all Italy mourned— 
lamentabili justitio. I wish to beUeve, that theae penalties were 
enacted against the rebels, who had violated their oath of alliance s 
but the testimony 6f Ennodius, (p. 1675-1678) is the more weighty, 
as be lived and died under the reign of Theodoric. 

' Bnnodiusyia Vit. Epiphan. p. 1689, 1690. Boethius de Consols- 
tione Philosophise, 1. 1, pros* iv* p- 45, 46, 47. Respect, but weigh 
the passions of the saint and the senator ; and fortify or tdleviate their 
<^oinplaints by the rarioHS bints JSfCassiodorius, (ii,8; iv, 36; viii, 5). 
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CHAP, semble, the salliesoftheir native fierceness. When 
the indulgence of Theodoric had remitted two- 
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thirds of the Ligurian tribute, he condeace&ded to 
explain the difficulties of his situation^.and to la- 
ment the heavy though inevitable burdens isrhich 
he imposed on his subjects for their owp defence."^ 
These ungrateful subjectscould never beooirdially 
reconciled to the origin, the religion, or even thj^ 
virtues oif the Gothic ponqueror ; past ca}amiti^ 
were forgott^, and the sense or auspieioii of in- 
juries was rendered still mo^e exquisite by the 
present felicity of the times. 
He Is pro. Even the religious toleration which Theodorkj 
penecu^ had the glory of introducing into the Christian 
j^^ti»o- world, was painful and offensive to the cxrthodox 
zeal of the Italians. They respected the arm<^ 
heresy of the Goths ; but their pious rage was 
safely pointed gainst the rich and defenceless 
Jews, who had formed their establishments at 
Naples, Rome, Ravenna, Milan» and Genoa, for 
the benefit of trade, and under the sanction of the 
laws/ Their persons were insulted, their effects 
were pillaged, and their synag(^ues were bjitrnt 
by the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, in* 
ilamed, as it should seem, by the mQstifrivPotousor 
extravagant pretences* The government which 
could neglect, would have deserved, such an out- 
rage, A legal inquiry was instantly directed^ and 
as the authors of the tumult had escaped in the 

9 Ixnmanium expensgrum pondus , . . pro ipsorum salute, &c. ; 
yet these arc |io nwJre than words. 

* The Jews were settled at Naples, (Prdcopius, Goth. 1. i, c. 8), at 
Genoa, (Var, ii, 2S ; iv, 33), Milan, (v. 37), Rome, (iv, i3). See 
likewise Basnage, Hist, des Juifs, torn, viii, c. 7, p. 354* 
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crowd, the whole cdmmunity wis eondemried t© cuat. 
repair the daxmge ; and the obstinate bigots whi 
reftused thfarbohtribtttions, were whipped through 
the streets by the hand of the executioner. Thi^ 
simple act of justice exasperated the discontent 
of the cathoUCB^ who applauded the merit .and 
patience of these holy confessors ; three hundred 
pulpits deplored the persecution of the chiircfa; 
and if the chapel of St. Steplien at Verona was 
demolkfaed by the command of Theodoric, it is 
probable that some miracle hostile to hisnameand 
dignity had been performed on thatsacred theatre. 
At tbe close of a glorious life, the king of Italy 
discovered that he had excited the hatred of a peb^ 
pie whose h^ppinesshe had so assiduously laboured 
to promote; and his mind was soured by indigna- 
tion^ jealoitey, and the bitterness of unrequited 
love. Hie Ctotliic conqueror condescended to 
disarm the uawarlike natives of Italy, interdicting 
all weapons of offence; and excepting otily a small 
knife for domestic use. The deliverer of Rome 
was accused bf conspiring with the' vilest inJ 
formers against the lives of senators whom He 
suspected of a secret and treasonable correspond- 
ence with the Byzantine court.* After the death 
of Anastasius, the diadem had been placed on the 
head of a feeble old man ; but the powers of go- 
vernment were assumed by his nephew Justinian, 
who already meditated the extirpation of heresy, 

' Rex avidua communis esitii, 4bc» (Boettanis* 1. i, p. 5d) : rex do* 
turn BAinaiiis tendebat, (Anonynu Vales,, p. 7^). These are hard 
words^ thejr speak the passbtis of the Italians^ and those (I fear) of 
T^Kodoric hixnselfy 
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CHAP, und the conquest of Italy aadAiUca. Arii^orons 
,^^'^ law which was published at Constantinople, to 
reduce the Arians by the dread of punishment 
within the pale of the church, awakened the just 
resentment of Theodoric, who claimed tor his 
distressed brethren of the £ast» the same indul- 
gence which he had so long: granted to the catho- 
lics of his dominions. At his stern command, the 
Roman pontiff, with four Utustrums senators, em- 
barked on an embassy, of which he .must have 
alike dreaded the failure or the success. The sin- 
gular veneration shewn to the first pope who had 
visited Constantinople was punished as a crime by 
his jealous monarch ; the artful or pereoiptory re- 
fusal oftheByzantinecourtmightexcuse an equals 
and would provoke a larger, mensure of retalia- 
tion ; and a mandate was prepared in Italy, to pro- 
hibit, after a stated day, the exercise of the catho- 
lic worship. By the bigotry of his sutgects and ene- 
mies, the most tolerant of princes was driven U 
the brink of persecution ; and the life of Theodo* 
ric was too long, since he lived to condenm the 
virtue of Boethius ai^d Symmachus.^ 
^ST' The senator Boethius" is the last of the Ro- 
and ho- mans whom Cato or TuUy could have acknow- 

nours of 



Boetliius. 



* I have laboured to extract a rational narrative from the dark. c6b« 
dse, and various hints of the Valesian Fragment, (p. 722a T23, 724); 
Theophanes, (p. 145) ; Atiastatius, (in Johanne, p. 35), aad the Hist. 
Miscella, (p. 106, edit. Muratori). A geatle pressure imd pmphrase 
of their words is no violence. Consult likewise Muratori, (Annali d* 
' Italia, torn* iv, p. 471-478), with the Annals and Breviatj (torn, i, 
259-2^ of the two Pn^s, the uncle and the nephew. 

" Le Clere has composed^a critical tnd phtlosephical life of Anidui 
Manlius Severinus Boethiun, (Blbliot, Ciioisir, torn. svi| p. 16a«275); 

aal 
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ledged for thcircoutitryman* Asaweaftfay orphaiii CH ap. 
lie inherited the patrimon y and honours of the y^f^ 
An ician family ^a name ambitiously assumed by the 
kings and emperors of the age ; and the appella- 
tion of Manlius asserted his genuine or fabulous 
descent from a race of consuls and dictators, who 
had repulsed the Gauls from the Capitol, andsa- 
crificed their sons to the discipline of the republic. 
In the youth of Boethius, the studies of Rome 
were not totally abandoned ; a Virgil * is now 
extant, corrected by the hand of a consul ; and 
the professors of grammar, riietoric, and jurispru- 
dence, were maintained in their privileges and 
pensions, by the liberality of the Goths. But the 
erudition of the Latin language was insufficient 
to satiate his ardent curiosity; andBoethius is said 
to have employed eighteen laborious years in the 
schools of Athens,' which were supported by the 
zeal, the learning, and the diligence of Proclus 
and his disciples. The reason and piety of their 
Roman p^pil were fortunately ^ayed from thecon- 
tagion of mystery and magic, which polluted the 
groves of the academy; but he imbibed the spirit, 

and both Tintesehi (torn, iii) and Pabriciu3^ (Bibliot. Latin.) vaa^ 
be usefully consulted. The date of his birth may be placed about the 
year 470, and hia death in 524» in a premature old age, (C^nsol. Phif. 
Metriety i, p. ^. 

' For the age and value of this MS. now in the Medicean library 
at Floreiie^, see the Cenotaphia Pisana (p. 43(V-447) of Cardinal Koris. 

y The Athenian studiea of Boethius are doubtful, (Baronius, A. D« 
SIO, V. 3, flpom a spurious tract, De Diadplina Seholarum), and the 
terra ef -eighteen yeats is doubtless too long: btit the simple fiict of a 
visit to Atieils is jiUUfied by much internal evidence, (Brucker, Hist. 
Crit PhilOMph. touf. Hi, p. 694^527), and by an expression (though 
vague and amblgiioua) of Us friend CaMidorias, (Var.i, 45), «« longc 
peiitas Athenaa introistL" 
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xxHAP. and imitated the method, of his dead and living 
;^^^^J^ masters,whoatteinpted to reconcilethestrcwngand 
subtle sense of Aristotle with the devout contem- 
plationandsul^raefancjofPlato. After his return 
to Rome, and his marriage with the daughter of 
his friend) the patrician Syntmachus^Boethius still 
continued, in a palace of ivory and marble^ to pro- 
secute the same studies.' The church was edi- 
fied by his profound defence of the orthodox 
creed against, the Arian, the Eutychian, and the 
NestoHan heresies ; and the catholic unity was 
explained or exposed, in a formal treatise by the 
tndi^6re;ice (^threedistinctthougbconsubstantial 
pei>son& For the benefit of his latin readers, hk 
geuius submitted to teach the first elements of the 
arts and sciences of Greece, The geometry of 
Euclid, the music of Pythagoras, the arithmetic 
of Nicomachus, the mechanics of Archiifiedes, 
the astronomy of Ptolemy, the thecrfogy of Plato, 
and the lo^c of Aristotle, with the commentary 
of Porphyry, were translated and illustratedby the 
indefatigable pen of the Roman senator. And he 
glonewas esteemed capable of describing the won- 
ders of art, a sun-dial, a water-clock, or a sphere 
which represented the motions of the planets. 
From these abstruse speculations, Boethius stoop- 
ed, or, to speak more truly, he rose to the social du- 

* ^ibliotbcca con^ptos ebore m vitro parjetes, Ac. (ConscO. Pha. l.i, 
pros. V, p. 74). The EpisUea of Ennodius, (vi, 6; vii, 13; viii, 1, 31, 
37,.40), and^Cassiodprius, (Var. i, 39; iv< 6; ix, 21), oflbrd many 
proofe of the high reputation- which he f njf ^led Jo bis own ^mea. It is 
tfue, that the bishop of Pavia wanted to purcl»se,jif him an old.hovse 
at Mtlao, and pr«i8e might be tendered and ac«Qpte^ in part of paj- 
ment. ... 
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ties (riP public and privitte life; the indigent werd en at. 
jreliewdby his liberality; and his eloquenge, wliich ^^^[^1 
flattery might CGnl|)8nre to the voice of Demost- 
henes or Citfero/ was uniformly exerted in the 
cause of innocence and humanity. Such conspi- 
cuoiia merit was felt and rewarded by a discern- 
ing prince ; the dignity of Boetiiius was adorned 
with the-titles of consul and patrician, and bis 
t^etits^ were iiseftilly employed in the- ifhportant 
station of master of the offices. Notwithstanding 
the equalclalfld^ of the East and West, his tWo 
sons w^e creatfed^ m their tender youth; the con- 
suls of the ^ame year.* On the tnemorable day 
of their in^tiguratioii, they proceeded in solemn 
pomp from their palace t^tbefdhimy^amidst the 
applause of thfe senate andpeo|)Ie ;- 'aiid-th€ir'jo5p<i 
ful father^ tlie'tnie consul df Romfe, after pw-« 
nouncing ano^Mion in the prfeis^^'f^his rdyMberte- 
factor^diistributed a triumphal largess in the^m^s 
of the circus. Prosperous in his fame and fortuiie<?| 
in his public Honours and private alliahces, in the 
cultivaition of seiieiice and the doin^ciousness of 
virtue, Boethius might have teen styled happy, 
if that precariousepithet could be safely appli^l 
before the last tel-m of the life of man. * 

A philosopher, liberal of his wealth, and parsi- His patri- 
tnonious of his titrie, might be insensible to the °'***"* 
common allurements of ambition, the thirst of 
gold and employment. And §ome credit may 

* Pagii Muratpri, &c are agreed that Boethius himself was consui li^ 
the year 510, his two sons in 522, and in 487, perhaps, his fath'cir. A^ 
desire of ascribing the last of these consulships th the philosopher, had 
perplexed the chronology of hi9 life. Ir his hpnours, alliances, child«i 
ren, he celebrates his own fclicity-«»hij» past felioity, ip» 109, 110). 
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CHAP* tie 4ue to ike asseveration of Boelbiu$^ that he 
^^^ had reluctantly obeyed tbe divine Plato, wbo en- 
joins every virtuous citizen to rescue the state 
from the usurpation of vice and ignorance. For 
tbe integrity of bis public conduct, be ^peals to 
tbe memory. of bis country* His autboritjr had 
restrained tbe pride and oppression of tbe royal 
officers, and hh eloquence bi^. delivered Pauli* 
anus from tbe dogs of tbe palace. Hebadalfways 
pitied, and often relieved, the distress of the pro- 
vincials, whose fortunes were e^^nsted by pub- 
lic an4 {nivate rapine l and Bpetbius alone bad 
courage tq opp^e tbe tyranny of the barbarians, 
elated by conquest, ex€;ited by avarice, and, as 
he complainsft e^i^ur^e^ by impunity. In these 
honourable ccmte^t^ bis spirit soared above the 
ccmsideration of dai^ger, and perbapsi c^ prudence; 
and we may learn from tbe example pf Cato, 
that a character of pure and u)flq|xible virjtue is 
the most apt to be. misled by prejudice, to be 
heated by ei^tibusiasm, and tp confound private 
f nmit^es with public justice. The disciple of Pla- 
to might exaggerate the infinnities of nature, and 
tbe imperfections of society ; and the mildest form 
of aCotbic kingdom,even the weight of allegiance 
and gratitude, must be insupportable to the free 
spirit of a Roman patriot. But tbe favour and 
fidelity of Boetbius declined in just proportion 
with the public happiness; and an unworthy 
colleague was imposed, to divide and controul 
the power of the master of the offices. In the 
last gloomy season of Theodoric, be indignant- 
ly felt that he was a slave ; but as his master 
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kad only power over his Me, fae stood without chap. 
armsandwithoufefear against 11k face of an atigry ^^^ ^ 
barfoarian^ who had been provcrfced to believe that 
the safety of the senate was incompatible with 
his own. The saiator Albinus was accused, -and ^i< >« *<:- 

CUMd of 

already cofavicted on the presumption of hoping^ trauon. 
as it was said, the liberty of Rome. ** If Albinas 
** be criminal,^ ^exclsdmed the orator, ^* the senate 
^< and mjrielf are all guilty of the same crime. If 
" we are innocent, Albinus is equally entitled b> 
*' the protection of the laws." These laws imght 
not bave puniAied the simple and barren wish 
of an unattainable Uessiqg ; but they would have 
shewn less indulgence to the rash confessiim of 
Boethhis, that, had he known of a conspiracy* 
the tyrant never should.^ The advocate of Al* 
binus was soon involved in the danger, and per* 
baps the gtiilt, of his client; their sigaature 
(which tiiey deiued as a foi^ry) was affixed to 
the cmgkial address, inviting the emperor to de* 
liver Italy from the Goths ; and three witnesses 
of honourable rank, perhaps of infamous reput« 
ation, attested the treasonable designs of thi 
Ronum patrician.'' Yet his innocence must be 
presumed, since he was deprived by Tbeodoric 
of the means of justification, and rigorously con- 
fined in the tower of Pavia, while the senate, at 
the distance of five hundred miles, pronounced 

^ Si ego sdssem tu DeBCisses. Boetbius adopu this answer (1. i» 
pros. 4, p. 5S) of JuUuf Canus, whose phUosophic death is described 
^7 Seneca, (De TxanqullUtate Aafani, c 14). 
« « Tbeduuraptereof bi0twodeUt<»«f^a8iliu8»(V|u*.ii>lQf U; iv»tf), 
and OpiliOf (▼, 41 ; viii. l$)f are illustrated, not much to their honour, 
in the Epistles of CMSiodorius, which likewise mention Decoratu^, 
(V, 31), the worthless ^oUeaguc of B«ttfaiiis, (jL iii^ pros. 4» p. 1»3). 
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CHAP, a sentence of confiscation and death againat the 
^^^^; most illustrioos of it» members. At the com- 
mand of the barbarians^ the occult science of a 
philosopher was stigmatized wiA the names of 
' kacrikge and magic.'* A devout . and dutiful 
attachment to the senate was condemned as 
criminal hy the titembling TOices 6f the senatr 
ors .themselves; and their ingratitude deserved 
the ymA or prediction of Boetfahid, that, after 
him,; hone ^ixoM be found guilty of the same 
offence.^ 
iTisimpri- ..While Boethiusi oppressed )pi1tb fetters, ex- 
and death, pectcd each moment the sentence or the stroke 
A. D. 524. ^ death, he composed in the tdwbr of Pavia the 
Consi^aHoK qfJPhibiophy; a golden vohime not 
unworthy of the leisure of Plato o« TuUy, but 
wh|ch daims^ iucompsvable merit from the bar« 
harism of the . times, and the ^ituatiofi of the 
anflior. The celestial guide whom ho had so 
long invoked at Rcime and Atiieas, now conde- 
ficenddd to illumine his dunge^n^ to revive his 
courage, and to pour into his wounds iier salutary 
halm.. She taught him to<connKJ)aiie'his long^ -pro* 
sjielityand hisLfl*ec£htdistress,andtocbnoeive new 
hopks from the inconstancy df fortune. Bea« 
soQ;h^ informed him of- the precarious cohdi- 

^ A severe inquiry \rns irtstitutcd into tW crime of magic, (Van iv, 
2t^ft$i'it9 1^): and.it was. helieted.that mvmy lufaeomtLnctts bad 
escaped by making their gaolers mad ; for mad^ I should read drunk 

• Boethius had onn'pQsed his own ApoXogf , (p. SS), perhaps more 
interesting than his Consolation. We must be content with the ge* 
neral view of his honours, principlies, perseciation, Ac. (1. i, pros, iv, 
p. 4?--62)« wluch may,t)e combed with the short and weighty w^ord^ 
of the Vatesian Fragment, (p. 723). An anonymous writer (Snner, 
Catalog. MSS. fiiblioe. Bern. torn. 4, p. JST) charges hhii home with 
honourable and patriotic treason^ • . . . . ;. . 
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tioniof iier gifts ; experience had satisfied him of ch af. 

their real value ; he had enjoyed thena without ^^^ 

giiilt ; he might resign them without a sight and 

calmlydisdain the impotent malice of bis enemiep^ 

^who hald left him happiness, since they had left 

him virtue* From the earth» Boethius ascended to 

heaven in search of the svpremb good; explored 

the metaphysical labyrinth of chance and destiny, 

of prescience and free will, of time and eternity ; 

and generously attempted to reconcile the perfect 

attributes of the Deity, with the apparent disw* 

ders of his moral and physical government. Sudi 

topics of consolation, so obvious, so vague, or so 

abstruse, are ineffectual to subdue the feelings of 

human nature. Yet^the sense of misfortune may 

be diverted by the labour of thought ; and the sage 

who could^artfully combine in the same woric, 

the various riches of philosophy, poetry, and elo- 

quemee, must already have possessed the intrepid 

calmness, which he affected to seek* Suspense^ 

the wXN*st of evib,wasat length determined by the 

ministers of death, who executed, and periiaps 

exceeded, the inhuman mandate of TTieodoric. A 

strongcord wasfSEistened round thehead of Boethi^r 

us, and^ forcibly tightened, till hi^ eyes almost 

started from their sockets; and s^ome m^rcy may 

be discovered in the milder torture iof ^heating 

him with clubs till he expired/ Biit his genius 

' He was executed in Agro C^vcntiano, (Cjflveiixano,.i9ct9Keea Ma* 
rigRtnotfndFtvia), AqonyBi. Vides. p. 723, bjxit4ar^^^umUtaj»nnt 
of Ticimnn or Pa^ia. Tko plaee of hie con^nemejit is stjl^d tiie ^afti$, 
tery, an cd£|te and name pecuUar to cathedrAbi. * it Ucbim^ )tf jim 
perpetual Ua^itkm of t|»e dmneh of Pairia. The tof^erjoe tethhp 
KiAwistad UQ the yfx 13S4. wd thtt fraught la |det ffj^Tved^^XIrar 
*oschi, torn. Ui, p. 47, 48). . * ' • ,i 
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CHKP. survived to diffuse a ray ^f knowledgv^owr tke 
^^!5l <l*rkest i^es of tlie Latin world ; the .writings of 
the philosopher were translated by the most glo- 
rious of the English kings,' and the third emperor 
of the name of Otho removed to a more.lK>iiour« 
able tomb the bones of a cathoKc saint, who, from 
his Arian persecutors, had acquired the honours 
of martyrdom, and the fame of miracles*^ In the 
last hours of Boethius, he derived some comfort 
frobi the safety of his two sons, c^ his wife, and of 
his father-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. But 
the grief of Symmachus was indiscreet, and per- 
haps disrespeotful: he had presumed to4ament,be 
s ^ ro^ might dare to revenge, the death of an injured 
chus. friend. He was dra£rG:6d in chains from Rome 
to the palace of Ravenna ; and the suspicions of 
Theodoric could only be aj^eased by .the blood 
of an innocent and aged senator. ^ 
and d^^ Humanity will be disposed to encourage any re^ 
dor^*^ port which testifies the jurisdiction of conscience 

^ ^' *flJi* * ^•^ ^^^ Biographida Britannica, Alfred, torn, i, p. 90, td edition. 

^ • ^ * The work is still more honourable if performed ondtr the learned eye 

of Alfred by his foreign and domestic doctors. For the reputation of 
Boethius in the middle ages, consult Brucker, (Hist. Grit. Philosoph. 
torn, iii, p. S659 66iy, 

^ The inscriptioa on his new tomb was composed bjr the preceptor of 
Otho the third, the learned Pope Silvester II, who, like Boethius himself, 
Vas styled ft ouigidan by the ignorance of the times. The eathotic mar- 
tyr had earrtod kis head in his hand* a considerable way, (Baronius. 
A. D. 5269 N*. 17, 18) { jet, on a similar tale, a lady of my acquaint- 
ance once observed,— .« La distance n'y fait rien; il n'y a que k 
^' premier pas qui eoute." 

* fioetbins appUuds the virtues of his fkther-in-law, (1. i, pros. 4, p. 59; 
h it» prof. 4>p. 11$). Procopiua, (Goth. 1. i, c. i), the ValeaiaD Frag- 
nent, (pw 784), and the Historia Miscella, (1. zv, p. 105), agree in 
praising the soperior innocence or sanctity of Symmachus; and in tlie 
estimation of the legend, the guilt of his murder is equal to the iiq- 
^^risonment of a pope. 
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«nd the ]^emor9e of kingsT; and philosoifh^ is not chap. 
ignorant that the most horrid spectres are some- ^^^^^ 
times creaited by the powers of a disordered fancy> 
and the weakness of a distempered body. Aft6r a 
life of virtue and gldry, Theodoric was now de- 
scending With shame and guilt into the grave: bis 
mind was Irumbled by the contrast of 4;he past» and 
justly alarmed by the invisible terrors of futurity. 
One evenidg,^ as it is related^ when the head of a, 
la^e fisb was served on the royal table,^ he sud* 
denly estclaimed,- that he beheld the angry coun- 
tenance of SymmachuS) his eyes glaring fury 
and revenge, and his mouth armed with lohg 
sharp teeth, whicbthreatened todevour bim. The 
monarch instantly retired to his chamber, and, as 
be lay trembling with aguish cold under a weight 
of bed-clotbes, he expressed in broken murmuriB 
to his physicimi Elpidius, his deep repentance for 
the mutders of Boethius and Synuna(:^hus.' His 
malady increafied) and aftefa dysentery which con* 
tinned tbree days, be expired in the palace of Ra- 
venna, in the thirty-third, or, if we c(»npute from 
the invasion of Italy, in the thirty-seventh year of 
his reign. Conscious of bis approaching end, he 
divided his treasures and provinces between )jis 
two grandsons, and fixed the Rhone as their 

^ In the fanciful eloquence of Cassiodorjus the variety of sea and 
river fish are an evidence of exteiisive dominion ; and thoec of tlic 
Khine, of Sicilyj and of the Danube, were served on t.h* table of 
Theodoric, (Var. xii. If). The monstrous turbot of t>omitian (Ja- 
vena!. Satfr. iii, S9) had been caught on the shores of the Adriatic 

* Procopius, Goth. 1. 1, c. 1. But he might have informed t]», 
whether he had received this Curious anecdote from eonimon reyt.ft, 
or fVem the mouth M" the royal physician. 
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CHAP. Mmmon lioundary."' Amalaric was restored to 
XXXIX. ^|j^ throne of Spain. Italy, with all the con- 
quests of the Ostrogoths, was bequeathed to A- 
thalaric ; whose age did not exceed ten years, 
but who was cherished as the last male dffspring 
of the line of Amali, by the short-lived marriage 
of his mother Amalasuntha with a roydl fur- 
tive of the same blood.* In the presence of 
the dying monarchy the Gothic chiefs and I- 
tallan magistrates mutually engaged their faith 
** and loyalty to the young prince, and to hk 
guardian mother ; and received in the same aw- 
ful moment, his last salutary advice, tp maintain 
, the laws, to love the senate and people of Rome, 
smd to cultivate with decent reverence the friend- 
ship of the emperor,** The moAument of Theo- 
dotic was erected by his daughter Amalasuntha, 
in a conspicuous situation,^ which commanded 
the city of Ravenna, the harbour, and the adja- 
cent coast. A chapet of a circular form, thirty 
feet in diameter, is crowned by a dome of one 
entire piece of granite s from the centre of the 
dome, four columns arosci which supported, in a 

^ Frocqpius, Goth. I. i, c 1* 2« U, 13. This partition had been 
directed by Theodoric, though it was not executed till after his death. 
Regni hercditatem superstesreliquit, (Isidor. Cbron. p. 781, edit. Grot). 

■ Berlmund, the third in descent from Hermanric, Icing of the Ostrt>- 
gothsy bad retired inta Spain, where he lived and died in obscurity, 
(Jornandes, c* 33, p. 202, edit. Murator.), See the discov»rj, nup* 
tials, and death of his grandsoq flutharic* ((V 58, p» 220). His Ro* 
man games might render him popular, (Cassiodor. in Chron.) ; but 
Eutharic was asper in religione, (Anonym. Vales, p. 722, 723). 

*See the counsels of Theodoric, and the professions of his success- 
<?r, in Procopius, (Goth. Li, c. 1, 2); Jomandes, (c. 59, p. 220, 
221), and Cassiodorius, (Var. viii, 1-7). Thes^ epistles a^e tba 
trinmjb of tuis ministerial e|o(|Hence» 



v^ase of porpb]ny> the remaiiis of the Gothic king, c hap. 
surrounded by the brazen statues of the twelve ^^^^* 
apostles*^ His spirit, after some previous expia- 
tion, might have been permitted to mingle with 
the benefactors of mankind, if an Italian hermit 
had not been witness in a vision to the damnation 
of Theodorict^ whose soul was plunged, by the 
minbters of divine vengeance, into the vulcano of 
Lipari, one of the flaming mouths of the in^ 
fernal world/ 

P Ationym.Val£B. p. 74f« Ag&ellus de Vitk Pont. Haveti» in Miiratori 
Script. Eerum ItaL torn, ii, P. i, p. 67. Albert! Descrittione d*Italia, p« 
311. 

« ThU legend is related by Cregor3rl,(Diidog.ivy36)» and upptoVed 
by Baroniuflt (A. D* 636» K**. 28)^ and both the pope and cardinal 
are jprave doctors* sd&cient to establish a probabU opinion. 

* llwod^ricliimfleli; or mtherCtt8iodoriiu» bad described in teigic 
strains the vukanoo of liparii (Quvar. Sidlia, p» iOMlO), and Ye« 
euviu9,*(iv, 50). 
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t4f TH£ DECLIKE AND FALI. 



CflAP. XL. 

tllevation of Justin the elder-^i^Retgn of Justinian^ 
I. The Empress Theodwra — II. Factions of the drew, 
and sedition of Constantinople^-^lll. TVocie and ma- 
nufacture of «i/fc— I V. Finances and /axe«— V. Kdifccs 
of Jttstinian^^Churek of St. Sophia^^Fortification^ 
and frontiers of the caatcrn empire-^ Abolition of tk 
schools of AthcH^^^d the consulship of Rome* 

CHAP. 1 HE emperor Justmiaa was born'' near the 
^^* ruins of Sardica, (the inodeny Sophia), of an ob- 



Birthof scure race^ of barbarians/ the inhabitants of a 
peroT ^^'^ ^^^ desolate country, to which the names 
Justinian, 5f Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have been 
May 5, ' successively applied. His elevation was prepared 
%3^'May ^J ^^^ adveuturous spirit of his uncle Justin, who, 
J* ^ with two other peasants of the same village, desert- 



* There Is some difficult jr in tlie date of his births (Ludewig in Vit 

Justiniani, p. 1?5)3 none in the place-«>the district Bederiana the 

tillage Tauresium, which he afterwards decorated with his Aame and 
splendour, (P*AQviUe, Hist, de I'Acad. &c. torn, xxxi, pf. 287-292). 

^ The names of these Dkrdanian peasants are Gothic, and almost 
English : Jvatinian is a translation of uprauda^ f upright J; his father 
iSabatiutt (in GrsDco-bvbvous language ttipc^)^ was styled in his villagt 
/stodt, f Stock Ji his mother Biglcnisa was softened into Vtgilantia. 

' Ludevrig (p* 137-»135) attempts to justify the Anician name of 
Jiistinian and Theodora, and to connect thejn with a iamily from 
whieh the house of Austria has been derived. 
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^d, fbr the profession of arms^ the more \iseful chap. 
employment of husbandmed or shepherds. "^ On ^^^J^T^^ 
-foot, with a scanty provision of biscuit in theii' 
knsipsacks, the three youths followed the high*roadi 
of Constantinople^ dnd were soon inrolled^ for 
their:stre]igtbamlst6ture, among the guards of the 
emperor Leo. Under th^ two succeediiigreigns, the 
fortunate peasant emerged to wealth and honours ; 
and his escape from some dangers which threat- 
ened his life, was afterwards ascribed to Uie guar* 
dian angdi who watches over the fate of kings. 
His long and laudable service in the Isaurian and 
Persian wars$ would not have preserved from obli- 
vion the name of Justin ; yet they might warrant 
the military promotion, which ih the course of 
fifty years he gradually obtained; the rank of tri- 
bunei of county afid ^f general j the digiiity of 
3enator, and the command of the guards* who 
obeyed him aa their chief) at the important crisis 
when the emperor Anastasius w^s removed from 
the world. The powerful kinsmen whnm he had 
raised and enriched, were excluded from the 
throne ; and the eunuch Amantius, who reigned 
in the palace, had secretly re^olred to fix the dia^ 
dem oit the head of the most obsequious of his 
creatures. A liberal donative^ to conciliate the 
suffrage of the guards; tvas intrusted for that pur- 
pose in the hands of Uieir cotnlnMder* But thest 



* See the«i«cdotes of Frocof^us (c. 6) Irtth Qm nolUM of Ni Alt- 
niannus. The satirist would not have sunk, in the vague and decent 
appellalion of yu^p'^, the /3v«0X<^ .^nd €v^»fi^ of Zonaras. Yet why 
are those names disgraceful ?— and. what German baron would not b» 
proud to descend from the Eum«uf of the Odyss^ ? 
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CHAP, weighty arguments were treacherously Employed 
^^^•^^ by Justin in his own favour; and as no competitor 
Elevation presumed to appear, the Daciah peasant was in- 
ofhis**^ rested with the purple, by Ae unanimous consent 
uncle of the soldiers, who knew him to be bmve and 
aTd? 51$, gentle; of the clergy and people. Who betieved him 
^^ix%7, tobeorthodox, and oftheprorincials,wha yielded 
Apru ]» ' a blind and implicit submission to the will of the 
^' * "^ * capital. The elder Justin, as he is distinguished 
fi^om another emperor of the same fiunily and 
name, ascended the Byzantine throne at the age 
of sixty-eight years ; and, had he been left to his 
own guidance, ev^ry moment of -a nine years 
tei^n must have exposed to his subjects ths im- 
propriety of their choice. His i^orance was simi- 
lar to that of Theodoric ; and it is i^emarkable, 
that in an age not destitute of learning, two con- 
temporary monarcbs had never been instmctcid in 
the kno wTedg^ of the alfdiabet. But the genius of 
Justin was fai* inf<6rior to that of the Gothic king : 
the experience of a soldier had not qualffied him 
for the government of an empire; and, though per- 
sonally brave, the consciousness of his own weak- 
ness was naturaHy atteoided with doubt, distrust^ 
and polfticat apprehension. But the ofikial busi- 
nes»df the ^tii^ was ditigen tly and faithfully trans- 
acted by the que^lor Proclus ;^ and the aged em- 
j)eror adopted the talents and ambition of Jiis ne- 
phew Justinian, an aspiring youth, whom his uncle 
had dhit^ffohi'the nistic sofitude of Dada, and 

* His virtues arc praised by Procopius* (Pfersic. 1. i,'*c. 11). The 
t^iiestor Proelus WAfl the ffieh4j(>f Justioiail, afid, the ettamy of ever; 
iKheriidoption. 
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educated at CeNis1aiitiii0ple» as the heir of hi&pii- cuak 
vate fortune, and at length of the eastern empire , ,;,^^ ^ , 
Since the eunuch Amantins had hem defmuded Adoption 
of faiB mo0ey» Ubecame uecessary to deprire him ^rior^f 
of his life. The task was easily accomplished by ^["^'^^g'J;^ 
the chai^ of a real or fictitious conspiracy ; and oSt. 
the judges wttre inlormed» as an aqcumulation of 
guiltp that he was secretly addtOted to the Mani- 
chisean heresy/ Aioautius lost his head ; ttu«e 
of hist;raiipanbiis,the firstdomesticsof the palace, 
were punished eitherwith deathor exile; and thefa: 
unfortunate cimdidate for the piicple was cast into 
a deep duugeoni, ovetwhcdimed with stones, and 
ignoiuinipusly thrown»fwithoutburia]»intothe sea. 
The ruin of Yitatian was a Work of more diffi- 
culty and dangfur. That Gothic chief had ren- 
dered hiiuself popul&r by the civil war which he 
bddly waged against Anastasdus for the defence 
of the orthodox fattii, and, i^er tbe conclusion 
of an, advantageous t^aty, he still remained. in. 
the neighbourhood of Constantinople, at the head 
of a fonntdable .and victorious, army of barha* 
rians. By the frail security of oaths, he was 
tempted to relinquish this advantageous situa- 
tion^ and to trust his person within, the waUs 
of a- city, whose inhabitants, particularly the 
blue faction, wexre. artfully incensed against him 
by the nememhramce even of his ptous hostili- 



^ MamOnaa mgtAM ^utytAatau Hear * the futlMis-acolaolations 
of C<mBUmtSiiG{>]e aod Tyte^ .th« Jbrmcr nvni^re'tfaan^fttx da^ after 
tb> ileceafte jof AuntuaktML Tkty produecd , jthe ]at«a.i4ip]aud«d« the 
catiaQk'fe-d^Ub,(flar(aiiut,A«:B. Si^.^i&rl^Jl^ ilenry* Hist. 
Hodes. torn, vu, p. 200^ 205, from the Councite, torn. Sfpi ISS^ 297j. 
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Succession of the hnperiAl throne: tiie feeble Ana^ 
Btasius had peraiitted the vigoiv of goveitimeiit to 
degenerate into the form or substance of an aristo- 
cracy ; and the military officers who had obtained 
the senatorial rank, were followed by their domes- 
tic guards, a band of veterans, whose arms tjr ac- 
clamations might hx in atumultuous momentthe 
diadem of the £ast« The treasures of the state 
were lavished to {NTocurethe voices of the senators; 
and theirunanimouswiA,that hewouldbepleased 
to adopt Justinian for his colleague, was ccmunu- 
nicated to the emperor* But this request, which 
too clearly admonished him of his iq^roacbing 
end, was unwelcome to the jealous temper of an 
aged numardi, desurous to retain the power which 
he was incapable of exercising; and Justin, hold- 
ing his purple with both his hands,: advised them 
to prefer, since an election was so profitable, some 
older candidate. Notwithstanding this reproadi, 
tbQsenateproceededtodecorateJustinianwitbthe 
royal epithet of nobiUssimus; andtheirdecree was 
ratified by the a&ction or the fears of his uncle. 
After some time the langaur of mind and body, 
to which he was reduced by an \ncnrsb\e wound in 
bis thigh, indispensably required the aid of aguar* 
dian. He summoned the patriarch and senators; 
and in their presence solemnly placed the diadem 
4>n the l^ad of his nephew, who was conducted 
from the palace to the circus, and saluted by the 
loud andjoyful applause of the people. The life of 
Justin was prolonged aboutfour months,but from 
^he instant of this ceremony, he was considered as 
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dead Co the empire, which acknowledged Justbi*' f »Ar; 
an, in the forty-fifth year of his a]|e, for the lawful ^^J^ 
sovereign of the East,^ . ' » 

From his elevation to his deaths Justiniaago-* The re\p:n 
verncd theltomaneinpire thirty-height years seven ^nf aTd." 
months and thirteen days. The events of hia^^^'^p^** 
reign, which excite our curious attention by their 565^ Nov. 
number, variety, and importance, are diligently ^^' 
related by the secretary of Belisarias,a rhetoridan 
whom eloquence had promoted to the rank of se*^ 
nator and prefect of Constantino}de. According 
to the vicissitudes of courageorservitude,of favmu* 
or disgrace, Procopius** successively compost the aiaract«r 
IiisMyy the panegyric ^ and the sa^e of his own rilsofm* 
times. The eight books of the Persian, Vandalic, ^p*^ 
and Gothic wars.*^ which are continued in theirre 
books of Agathias, deserve our esteem as a Ia>- 
borious and successful imitation of the Attic, or 



» The reign of the elder Justin may be found in the three Chronicles of 
M&rcellinus, Victor, and John Malala, (torn, ii* p. 130-1^0), the loist of 
whom (in spite of Hody, Prolegom. N°. 14, 39, edit. Oxon.) lived soon 
after Justinian, (Jorton*s renuirks, &c vol. iv, p. 383); in the Ecclesias- 
tical History of Evagrius, (]. iv, c. )« 9» 3, 9), and the Kxcerpta of Ti^eo- 
dorus, (Lector. N^ 37), and in Cedrenus, (p. 362^3()6), and Zunaras, 
<I. xir, pi. 5S>61), who may pass for an original. 

"*.See the characters of Procopius and Agathtaji in La Mothe le Vajer, 

(torn, viiij p., 144-1 74) ; Vosius, (de Historicis Grscis, 1. ii, c* 22), and 

Fabrkius, (Bibliot. Gr«c. 1. v, c. ^, torn, vi, p. 149*279). Their religion, 

. an honourable problan* betrays occasional conformity, iKith a secret 

attachment to paganism and philosophyr 

" In the seven first books, two Persic, two Vandalic, and three Gothic, 
Procopitts has borrowed from Appt^n the division of provinces and wars : 
the viiith book, though it bears the name of Gothic, is a miscellaneous 
and general supplement down to the spring of the year 533, from 
whence it is continued by Agatbifus till 559, (Pagi, Critica, A. D. 570, 
♦V. a). 
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CH Ai^ at least of the Asiatic^ writers of ancteat (k^eece. 
^"* His facts are collected from the personal experi* 
ence and free conversation of a S4^dier, a states- 
man, and a travellet ; his st} le continually aspirte, 
and often attains, to the merit of strength and 
elegance ; his reflections, more especially in the 
speeches^ which he too frequently inserts, contain 
a rich fund of political knowledge; and the histo- 
rian, excited by the generous mnbition of pleasing 
and instructing posterity, aj^ars to disdain the 
prejudices of the peoirie, and the flattery of ccHirts. 
The writings of Prooopius'' were read and ap« 
plauded by his contemporaries f but, although 
be respectfully laid tfa^mat the foot of the throne, 
the pride of Justinian must have been wounded 
by the praise of an hero, who perpetually eclipses 
the glmy of his inactive sovereign. The consdoui 

* The literary fate of Procopius has been somewhat unlucky. 1. Hib' 
books de Bello Gothico were stolen by Leonard Aretin, and published 
<Pul|^ii, 1470; Venet 1471, apod Janson ; M«ttalre» Annal. 'typO' 
graph, torn i» edit, posterior, p. 290, 304, 279, j?99) in his owA 
toame, (See Voasius de Hist. Lat. 1« iii, c. 5, and the feeble defence 
of the Venice Giomale de Letterati, torn, xiz, p. 207). 2. His works 
were mutilated by the first Latin translators, Christopher Persona, 
(Giomale, torn, six, p. 340^48), and Raphael de Volaterra, (Roet 
deClaris. Interpretibus, p. 166), who did not even consult the MS. of 
the Vatican library, of which they were prefects, (Aleman. in Pras 
fat. Aneedot.). 3. The Greek text was not printed till 1607, by Hoes- 
chelius of Augsburgh, (Dictmnairie de Bayle, torn, ii, p. 7S2). 4. The 
Paris edition was imperfectly executed by Claade Maltret, a Jesuit oT 
Thoulouse, (in 1663), fur distant from the Louvre press and the Vatican 
MS. from which, however, he obttUned some suppleifieats. His promis- 
ed commentaries, &c. have never appeared. The Agathias of Leyden 
(1594) has been wisely reprinted by the Farla editor, with the Latin 
version of Bonaventura Vulcanius, a learned interpreter, (Huet, p. 
176). 

P Agathiaa in Praefat. p. 7, 8, 1. iv, p. 137. Evagrios^ I. iV| c. If. 
!Bee likewise Photius, cod. Ixiii^ p. 66^ 
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4&ig^futy of independence was subduedby the hopes CiHAV* 
and fears of a slave; and thesecretarjof Belisarius ^^^ 
laboured for pardon and reward in the six books 
of the imperial edifices. He had dexterously cho** 
gen a subject of apparent splendour, in which be 
could loudly celebrate the genius» the magiiifi«» 
cence, and the piety of a prince, who, both as a 
conquerorand legislator, had surpassed the puerile 
virtues: of Themistocles and Cyrus.** Disappoints 
ment might urge the flatterer to secret revenge; 
And the first glance of favour might again tempt 
\iiak to suspend end suppress a libel f in which 
the' Roman Cyrus is degraded into an odious and 
coRtempt&te tymnt, in which both the emperor 
land hisconsortXheodoraare seriously represented 
us two demons, who had assumed an human form 
for the destruction of mankind.^ Such base incon^ 
sistency must doubtless sully the reputation, and 
detri^ct from the credit, of Procopius : yet, after 

A Kvfu flWi^vK <say» he, Pf^Oit. nd }. 4e £4iricHs ^t^i nrt^ftwrtip) is np 
more than Kv^v ^ath*^^ pun ! In these fite bopks, Procopius aflTecttf 
ti Christian, as well as a courtly style. 

' Procopius discloses himaeli; (Prsefat. ad Anecdot c. J, f , 6U »tui 
^he anecdotes are reckoned as the iiUh book by Suidas, (torn, iii, p* 
186, edit. KusterV The silence of Evagrius is a poor objection. Ba* 
ronius (A. D. 548, N^. 24| regrets the loss of this secret history: it 
was thpD In the Vatican lihrary, in hj^ own custody, aod was first 
published sixteen years after his death, with the learned* but partial^ 
notes of Nkfaolas AJemannus, <Ludg. 1628). 

' Justinian an ass— the perfect likeness of Domitian^(Anecdot. c. 
8)— Theodora's lovers driven from her bed by rival demmu^-^bcr 
marrii^ foretold with a great d^mon— a monk saw the prince of tile 
demons, instead of Justinian* on the throne-— the servant» who 
watched, beheld a face without features, a body walking without ^n 
head, &e. &c. Procopius declaret his own aod his ihends bolit f i» 
(heap diabolical stories, (c. 19). 
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cuAF. the venom of his mal^itj has been suffered to 
^^ exhale, the residue of the anecdotes j even the 
most disgraceful facts, some of which had bees 
tenderly hinted in his public history, are esta- 
blished by their internal evidence, or the authentic 
monuments of the times.^ From these various 
materials, I shall now proceed to describe the 
reign of Justinian, which will deserve and occupy 
an ample space. The presentchapter will explain 
the elevation and- character of Theodora, the fac- 
tions of the circus, and the peacefuladministration 
of the sovereign of the East. In the three suc- 
ceeding chaptei^, I shall relate the wars of Justi- 
nian which achieved the conquest of Africa and 
Italy; and I shall follow the victories of Belisarius 
and Narses, without disguising the vanity of 
their triumphs, or the hostile virtue of the Per- 
sian and Gothic heroes. Tlie series of this and the 
following volume will embrace the jurisprudence 
and theology of theemperor; the controversies and 
sects which still divide the oriental church ; the 
reformation of the Roman law, which is obeyed 
or respected by the nations of modem Europe. 
I. In the exercise of supreme power, the first 
act of Justinian was to divide it with the woman 

T^eodicra. whom he lovcd, the famous Theodora,' whose 
strange elevation cannot be applauded as the tri- 



Birth and 
vices of 
the em- 



^' Montesquieu (Considerations sur la Grandeur et la Decadence des 
Romains, c xx> gives credit to these anecddkes, as connected, 1. 
with the weakness of the empire, and, 2. with the instaUlity of Jus- 
tinian's laws. • 

* For the life and manners of the empress Theodorav tee tlie Anec- 
dotes ; more especially c 1-5, 9, 10-15, 16, 17, with the learned 
notes of Alemannu»i-^ reference of which is always implied. 



XL. 
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Uiiiph of female virtue. Under the reign of Aftflr <?h a^ 
sta^ius, the care of the wild beasts maintained by 
the green faction of Constantinople, was intrusted 
to Acacius, a native of the isle of Cyprus, who, 
from his employment^ wa^ sui'named the master 
of the bears. This hdnourable oflSce was given 
after his death to Another candidat^^ notwithstand- 
ing the diligence of his widow, who had iilready 
provided a husband and a successor. Acacius had 
left three daughters^ Comito,* Theodora, and 
Anastasia, the eldest of whom did not then exceed 
the age of seven years. Ona soleriih festival^ these 
helpless orphans were sent by their distressed and 
indignant mother, in the garb of suppliants, into 
the midst of the theatre: the green faction received 
them IVi'th cbritempt,- the blues with compassion ; 
and this difference> which sunk deep into themind 
of Theodora, was felt long afterwards in the ad- 
ministration of the empire* As th^y improved in 
age and beauty, the three sisters were successively 
devoted to the public and private pleasures of the 
Byzantine people ; and Theodora^ after following 
Comito on the stage, in the dress of a slave, with 
a stool on her head, was at length permitted to 
exercise her independent taleuts< She neither 
danced, nor sung, nor played on the flute ; her 
skill was confined to the pantomime arts; she ex- 
celled in buffoon chatactets, and as often as the 
comedian swelled her cheeks, and complained with 

* Comito was ai'terwai'ds married to Siitas duke of Armenia, theTa« 
iher perhaps, at least she might be the mother, of the empress So- 
phia, Two nei)hews of Thebdork may be the sotis of Anastasia, 
^Aleman. p. 30, 31); 

Vol. vii. K 
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CHAP, aridiculoustoneandgestureoftheblowsthatwere 
^^' inflicted, the whole theatre of Constantinople re- 
sounded with laughter and applause. The beauty 
of Theodora^ was the subject of more flattering 
praise, and the source of more exquisite delight. 
Her features were delicate and regular; her com- 
plexion, though somewhat pale» was tinged with 
a natural colour; every sensation was instantdy ex- 
pressed by the vivacity of her eyes ; h^ easy mo- 
tiims dbplayed the graces of a small but elegant 
figure ; and either love or adulation might pro- 
claim, that painting and poetry were incapable of 
d^lineatiog the matchless excellence of her form. 
But this form was degraded by the facility with 
which it was exposed to the public eye, a&d pro- 
stituted to licentious desire. Her venal charms 
wereabandoned toapromiscuous crowd of citizens 
and strangers, of every rank, and of every profes- 
'sion ; the fortunate lover who had been promised a 
nightof enjoyment^ was often driven from her bed 
by a stronger or more wealthy favourite ; and w hen 
she passed through the streets, her presence was 
avoided by all who wished to escape either the 
scandal or the temptation. The satirical historian 
has not blushed' to describe the naked scenes 

7 Her statue was raised at Con8tatitiiiople» on a porph^'ry ooliunn. 
See Frooopius, (dc Kdif. I. i, c. 11), who gives her portrait in the 
Anecdotes, (c. 10). AJeman. (p. 47) produces one from a Mosaic at 
Ravenna, loaded with pearls and jewels, and yet handsome. 

* A fragment of the Anecdotes, (c 9), somewhat too naked, was 
suppressed by Alemannus, though extant in the Vatican MS. ; nor 
has the defect been supplied in the Paris or Venice editions. La 
Mothe le Vayer (torn, vili, p. 155) gave the first hint of this curiou» 
and genuine passage, (Jortin*s Remarks, voU iv, p. 366), which be 
had received from Rome, and it has been since published in the Me- 
nagiana, (torn, iii, p. 1354*S59)# with a Latin version. 



0# tH* ilOitiAN KMrtftE. 61 

*rhich T[?hW>d&ra ifrtfS not wl»atned to ^*hibit iti chap. 
thethettfere* After ejdt^wisting the arts of SRenwil ^^^ 
pfleasi!iHre,**^emdst^grat^l3rmurmured^ 
the pai^imoiiy of Nlittfte i"" hiit hef mtifinursi 
her pl^asut*^s, ahd h^efr arts, n*bst bie veileA iii the 
obscurity (itffelearfted laftgtiage. Afterreigriihgfor 
Sometime, the delight &nA dcftiiefcLpi ct the ^Mplteili 
she cdiideSkJetaieiltoaccdinpttfiyEdebohis, ainatitf^ 
of Tj*i*, who had 6btaiiifed the governmeiit of th4^ 
African Pentapdiis. fitit tibtis uBioh Wiis fiyi andl 
transient: Eceboltii^ soon i<ejected ah exptosive o^ 
&itble^ cdiicubihe ; dhe wa^ redu<!ed at Akxcm- 
dria id extareiaie distress ; and in her laborious re^ 
l;urn to Gdnsttotinople, ferfery ck^ of the East ad«2 
mired atid enjoyed the fWr Cyprian^ 'it^ose ftierit , 
nppeiireA to ju^ify hei* desoeht fl-otn the peculiar 
island dfVenus. I'he vii|fiie eoiiiineree of Tbeth 
dora, and the Wdi9t detestikble pt^atltiolid^ pre* 
iserved her ftij^ the danger if^ich she feared ; yet 

» AlWr ^U mentibD «^a'nftn'a^ giidle, {k» tione tMA Uppii^ ii^iifk'i 
naked in the theatre), Procopius thug pfrOGe€dfl.<i^Ay««'i«'4'Mt«<« Vt ly «» 
%i»lpu wrrlm iduT9» ^9l4if ^i rmi . • • ; dftfiii aatrii u^rifti^ r«v mi$at¥ 

Utfh nmrm fumvinXsfcim u^i§i. I faa¥C heard that a learned prelate^ 
now deceased, was foiid of quoting thi«' passage in ebntersation. 

** Theodora «iU|MBsed tha GHstMl df Itisoiiius, (Epil^ramlzxi), who 
imitated the eapitalie ItHiiis of th^ letaialei of Nolai See (fmntilian Ini 
stitut. Tiii, 6, and Torentias ad Herat. Sermon. 1^ U sat: t) ti lOli * 
At a tnremorable supper, thirfjr ilaves waited round the table ; fei^ 
young m£n feastid ttit% Ttmiiortu Hfr thitrit^ iraa tudtusriaL 

MiUmmm^iMi necdmil •iiiata* iraeefsii. 

)i fin iuu v!iit99 mtfvn lif»««f«* n m%t^i rf$9rih, $wm ^wkftn Un »«< Hriinf 
tfyt^iHm. She wiih«d fDr a /Mirift altav. On wbfeh ^c «i^t petif 
Ifbatieiig to A^ god df lot«* 

* 8 
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CHAP, once^ aud once only, she became a mother. The 
^^' infant was saved and educated in Arabia, by his 
father, who imparted to him on his death*bed, that 
he was the son of an empress. Filled with am- 
bitious, hopes, the unsuspecting youth immedi- 
ately hastened to the palace of Constantinople, 
, and was admitted to the presence of his mother. 
As he was never more seen, even after the de- 
cease of Theodora, she deserves the foul imput- 
ation of extinguishing with his life a secret so 
oflensive to her imperial virtue. 
Hr ™ii In the most abject stateof her fortuneand reput- 
Justinian, ation, some vision, either of sleep or of fancy, had 
whispered to Theodora the pleasing assurance that 
she was destined to become the spouse of a potent 
monarch. Conscious of her approaching great- 
ness, she returned from Paphlagonia to Constan- 
tinople; assumed, like a skilful actress, a more 
decent character ; relieved her poverty by the 
laudable industry of spinning wool ; and affected 
a life of chastity and solitude in a small house, which 
she afterwardschangedintoa magnificent temple * 
Her beauty, assisted by art or accident, soon at- 
tracted, captivated, aiid fixed, the patridian Jus- 
tinian, who already reigned with absolute sway 
under the name of his uncle. Perhaps she con- 
trived to enhance the value of a gift which she had 
so often lavished on the meanest of mankind : 
perhaps she inflamed, at first by modest delays, 

* Anonym, de Antiquitat. C. P. 1. iii, 133, in Bandurl Imperium 
Orient, torn, i, p. 48. Ludwjg (p. 154) argues sensibly that Theo- 
dora would not have immortalized a brothel : but 1 apply this fact ts 
her second and chaster reaidence at Constantinople. 
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and at last by sensval allittrements, the desires of chap. 
a lover, ^rho from nature or devotion was addict- .,^^,^^* 
ed to long vigils and abstemious diet. When his 
first transports had subsided, she still maintained 
the same ascendant over his mind, by the more 
solid merit of temper and understanding. ' Jus* 
tinian delighted to ^inoble and enrich th^ object 
of his affection ; the treasures of the East were 
poured at her feet, and the nephew of Justin 
was determined, perhaps by reli^ous scruples, to 
bestow on his concubine the sacred and legal cha- 
racter of a wife. But the laws of Rome express- 
ly prohibited the maiTiage of a senator with any 
female who had been dishonoured by a servile 
origin or theatrical profession :. the empressr Lu- 
picina> or Euphemia, a barbarian of rustic man- 
ners, but of irreproachable virtue, refused to ac- 
cept a prostitute for her niece : and even Vigi- 
lantia^ the superstitions ' mother of Justinian, 
though sjie acknowledged the wit and beauty of 
Theodorai, was seriously apprehensive, lest the le- 
vity and arrioganceof that artful paramour might 
corrupt the piety and happiness of her son. These 
obstacles were removed by the inflexible con- 
stancy of Justinian. He patiently expected the 
death of the empress ; he desplsedthe tears of his 
mother, who soon sunk under the weight of her 
affliction; und a law was promulgated in the 
name of the emperor Justin, which abolished the 
rigid jurisprudence of antiquity. A glorious re- 
l)€ntance (the 'words of the edict) >^ as left open 
for the unhappy females who had [wostituted their 
persons on the theatre, ami they were permittecj 
to contract a legal union with the most illuiitrious 
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CH ^n of the Eonums.* This induigeDcer was. speedily 
.y^ followed by tbe solemn nnptialft of Josttnian and 
Theodora; berd^oiitirwasgnuiuaH^ffxaUedwith 
that of her lorer ; aod» as aooa as Jurtui bad in- 
Tested bis pepbew with the purple,, tiie patriaRib 
of Consta&tixiople placed tbe^iadeiii^oit the beads 
of the em^ror and empteM of the East. But tiie 
lOu^ honours which the senrerity of Roman man* 
ners bad allowed to tbe wives of princes, ewU 
apt satisfy either the mhithm of Theodoraor the 
fondness of Justinian* He seated her on the 
throne as an equal and indqiendent ocdleagve in 
the sovereignty of the empire^ and an oath of al- 
legiance was imposed on the governors of tbe 
provinces in the Joint names of Justiniao ^^ 
Theodora/ TheeasternworldfcH prostrate before 
the genius ai^d fortune of the dmighter of Aca- 
cius. The prostitute who« in the presence of Iddu- 
merable spectators^ had polluted the theatre of 
Constantinople, was adored as aquee^ i& the ^^ 
city, by grave ma^strates, orthodox bishops, vic^ 
torioys j^nerals, and captive monardtis,* 

• Sec the old law in Justinian's Code, (L v, tit. v, leg, T; ^^ 
«▼«, leg. 1>. under the years 33e and 454. The new edict (about 
the year 581 w $t2, Aleroan. p, SS, 98) very awkwierdly repeals o« 
jnore than the clause of muJieres «centc«, libertinae, tabeni«ri»» See 
the novels 89 and 117, and a Greek rescript from Justinian to tli« 
iN8h<»p9» (AlemtHp p. 41). 

M swear by the father, &c, by the Virgin Mary, by the four 0^ 
pels, quae in mambus teneo, and by the holy archaog^s MicHael » 
Qafariei; param consdentiam germanumqup scrvitium me serv^^*^'^"^' 
aacnitiflaimla DDNN. JuatiniBBOL f t Theodore conjujgi ejuSf <^°^° 
viii, tit. 3). Would the oath have been bindipg in favoyr of ^^ ^ 
dow? Communes tituti et triumphi, &c. (Aleman. p< 47, 48> 

• *• Let greatness own her, and she's mean no more," *«• 
Without Warburton'scritical telescope, I should never haTe«eeB,iBt» 
general picture of tritmiphant vice, any personal allustoato Tbeooo • 
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Those who believe that the female mind is to- chap. 
tally depraved by the loss of chastity, will eagerly ^ ^*" 
listen to all the invectives of private envy or po- 
pular resentment^ which have dissembled the vir- 
tue of Theodora, exaggerated her vices, and con- 
demned with rigour the venal or voluntary sins 
of the youthful harlot. From a motive of shame 
or contempt, she often declined the servile ho- 
mage of the nmltitude, escaped from the odious 
light of the capital, and passed the greatest part 
of the year in the palaces and gardens which 
were pleasantly seated on the sea-coast of the ' 
Propontis and the Bosphorus. Her private hours 
ivere devoted to the prudent as well as grateful 
care of her beauty, the luxury of the b^th and 
table, and the long slumber of the evening and * 
the morning. Her secret apartments were occu» 
pied by the favourite wohien and eunuchs, whose 
interests and passions she indulged at the expence 
of justice ; the most illustrious personages of the 
state were crowded into a dark and sultry anti- 
chamber, and when at last, after tedious att^id- 
ance, they were admitted to kiss the feet of Theo- 
dora, they experienced, as her humour nii^t sug- 
gest, the silent arrogance of an empress, or the 
cajmcious levity of a comedian. Her rapacious 
avarice to accwmulate an immense treasury, may 
be excused by the apprehension of her husband's 
death, which could leave no altern^itive between 
ruin and the throne ; and fear as well as ambi- 
tion might exasperate Theodora against two ge- 
nerals, who, during a malady of the emperor, had 
rashly declared that they were not dis{)osed to ac- 
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CB AP. rage was displayed amidst the tuinuU of the peo- 
^^ pie and the terrors of the court. Het chastity, 
from the moment of her union with Justinian, is 
founded on the sileiice of her implaeaUe enemies : 
and» ahhou^ the daughter of Acacius mig^ht be 
satiated with love, yet some applause is due to 
the firmness of a mind which could sacrifice plea- 
sure and habit to the stronget^ sense eithw <^duty 
or interest. The wishes and prayers of Theedora 
could never obtain the blessing of a lawftil son, 
and she buried an infhnt dai^hter, the sole off- 
spring of her marriage.* Notwithstaadifig this 
disappointment, her domini<m was permanent 
and absolute; shejueserved, by art w merit, the 
affectioBSof Justinian ; and their seeming dissen- 
sions were always fatal to the courtiers who be- 
lieved them to be sincere. Perhaps her health had 
been impaired by the licentiousness of her youth; 
but it was always delicate, and she was directed 
by her physicimis to use the Pythian warm baths. 
|n this journey, the empress wasfoHowedby the 
pretorian prefect, the great treasurer, several 
counts and patricians, and a splendid t^n of four 
. thousand attendants ; the highways were repair- 
ed at her approach; a palace was erected for her 
reception: and as i^ passed tbroiigh Bithynia, 
' she distributed liberal alms, to the churches, the 
monasteries, and the hospital^, that they might 
implore heaven for the restoration of her health.^ 

* St> Sabes refused to pray for a son of Theodora, lest he should 
iwrove aa heretic worie than Anastasius himself, (Cyril in Vit. Su 
Sabae, apud Aleman. p. 70, 109). 

P See John Malala, torn, ii, p. 174; Theophanes, p. 158f Pr«- 
c^pitts de Edific. 1. t, c. 3. 
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At Umgtb, in tk^ twenty-fonrtfayear^kerHiar- char 
riag«, andthetwenty-«ecoiid of herr^^n, she was ^^,^ 
consqmed fcy a oaAcer,'^ and the gnie^ttFable loss mi doth, 
wa» deptored bf h©p busbiiiid, who, in the room tu^'u^' 
of a theaitricil ppostitote, might bare selected the 
purest and most noUe virgin^ of the East/ 

II, A material difference may be observed in T^ ^^ 
the games of antiquity : the most eminent of the ciicui. 
Greeks were actors, the Romans were merely 
spectator^i The Olympic stadium was open to 
wesdthimerit, andamUtion; and^the candidates 
muid depend> on- their personot skill and activity, 
they ought pursue tte fbotst^s of Diomede and 
Menehiue, and conduct their own horses in the 
rain4 oareei*/« Ten, twenty, ftrty, chariots, were 
allowed to st^ at the same instant; a crown of 
teaves was the reward of the victor : and his fame, 
with that of his feimlyand country, was cfaaunted 
ia lyric strains inore durable than monuments of 
brass and marble. But a senator, or even a citi- 

« Theodora Chalcedonensu syxiodi loixniea caoieris pUgl toto ooiw 
pore perfusa vitam prodigiose finivit, (Victor Tununensis in Chron.>. 
On. such oocasionsy an orthodox mind-ia steeled against pity. Aleman- 
nuA (p. 12, 13) undarstalMls the ut^tfitn ym/ui0n of Thfiofduutts aaioi- 
vil language* which does not imply either piety or repentance ; ytX. 
two years after her death, St Theodora is celebrated by Paul Silen- 
tiarius, (in Provnu t> 5S^2)» 

' As she pei^secut^ the popes, and r^ected'a oouadi; Barbiitiis«B|» 
hausts the names of Eve, Dalila, Herodias, &c. : after which he has 
recourse to his infernal dictionary : ciris inferni— alumna diemonum 
-"Satanico agitata spiritik— aestro perclta diabplico, &c. &c. (A. D. x 

* Bead and fed* the ziiiid book of the Iliad, a living picture of 
turners, passions, and* the whole form and sphit of the chariot«race. 
"^Mt's Diseertattott on the Olympic Games (sect, x^i-xvii) affords 
BKuck ppiiouB and aothentic infbnpation. 
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CHAP, zen, oonsciousof bi^ dif^ity, wcmM hav& blushed 
*-^!t.»> to !9xpose his person or his horse? in tbd circus of 
Rofne. The games were exhibited at the expeoce 
of the republic, the Inagf stnttes; or.tbeie])Q|)erors : 
but the reinswere abandoned to senile hands; and 
if the profits of a fayduitite charioteer sometimes 
exoeeded those of an advocate^ they 9111st be consi- 
dered as the effects of popular es^traVagance, and 
the.high wages of a disgraceful profession. The 
r^ce, in its firs^t insti^tion, wa$ a simplecontest of 
twochsariots^^hascidriv^ei^ wer^ distitiguished by 
white fk^d red liveries ; ^two additional ,coIoUrs, a 
^^^gr^eenynn^ a cerulean Ww,: were a^e^ii^ards 
ixitf'G^uped; andas the rapes w^rerepeat^tii^entj- 
five times, onehundredchariotsddntributedin the 
a^me day to the pon^p of the t^ircus. The four 
factims^xyon acquiredateg^l eaitabUabment, and a 
mysterious origin^ and their ftwifut Colours were 
d^r^ved from Uije various appearanoe^of nature in 
the four season§.of jfch^ yoar 5 the 'red dog-star of 
summer, the snows of winter, the deep shades of 
autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the spring.* 
Another interpretation preferred the elements to 
theseasons, and the struggle of th^gc^ti and blue 
was supposed to represent the cpnflictpC the earth 
and sea. Their respective victwies announced 
eitheir a plentiful harvest or a prosperous naviga- 

*The four colours, a/6ati, russati, prasini, reneijj, represent the four 
Beasons, according to Cassiodorius, (Van iii, 51), who lavishe? much 
wit and eloquence on this theatrical mystery. Of these co|our^» the 
three first tnay be fairly translated, u>kite, red, and. green. Venetus 
is explained by earuUutt, el wprd various and^vaguc : it is^ properly 
the sity reflected in the sea; but custom'and co«veirieiic« m9.y allow 
blue as an equivalent, (Robert. Stephan. sub voce. ' Spence's Pohnna- 
tis^ p 228). ^ 
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tion, and the boistiUty of the husbandmen and chap. 
mariners was somewhat less .absurd than the blind ^^^^^^^ 
ardour of the Romaa people, who devoted their 
lives and fortunes to the colour which they had 
espoused. Such folly was disdained and indulged 
by the wisest princes; but the names of Caligula, 
Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Comtnodus, Caracalla, 
and Elagabalus, were inroUedin the blueor green 
factions of the circus: they frequented their stables, at Rome, 
applauded their favourites, chastised their anta* 
gonists, and deserved the esteem of the populace, 
by the natural or affected imitation of their man* 
ners. The bloody an^ tumultuous conU^st conti* 
nued to distiu'b the public festivity, till tlielast age 
of the spectacles of Rome ; and Theodoric, from 
a motive of justice or affection, interposed his 
authority to protect the greens against the vio* 
lence of a consul and a patrician, who were .pas- 
sionately addicted to theblue faction of the circus.? 

Constantinople adopted the follies, though not They dis- 
the virtues, of ancient Rome ; and the same fac- stantinopu 
tions which had agitated the circus, raged with Eatt!^^ 
redoubledfiiryinthehippodrome. Underthe reign 
of Anastasius, this popular frenzy was inflamed 
by religious zeal ; and the greens, who had trea* 
cherouslyconcealed stones and daggers under bas- 
kets of fruit, massacred, at a solemn festival, three 
thousand of their blue adversaries.* From the ca- 

* See Onuphrius Panvinius de Ludis Circensifous, 1. S, c 10, 11 ; 
the xviith Annotation on Maacou^s History of the Germari^, an^ 
Aleman. ad c. vii. 

* Marcellin. in Chron. p. 47. Instead of the vulgar word veneta, 
b« uses the more elquisite texxRa 9f emndea smd caraUiM. ^aronius, 
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c H Af. pital this pestilencewas difibsed nitotte fitavktixs 
^J^t^ And cities of the East, ftnd the qmrtive distiiictMi 
of two colours produced two Mrong and if9«0fltti- 
ciiable factions, which shook the IbtefidatiMis of i 
feeble govenliiieiit.^ The populai* dLsseitsioiisi 
founded on the most serious interest, or hofy p^f^ 
tence, have scarcely equalled the obstinacy <^tbis 
wanton discord, which invaded the peace of fami- 
lies, divided friends and brothers, tmd tempted 
the female sex, though seldom seeh in the^d^s, 
to espouse the inclinations of their lovi^s^ or to 
contradict the wishes of theit- hu^n^« £vety 
law, either human or divine, was trampled under 
foot, and as long as the party was successful, its 
deluded followers appeared careless (rf* private dis^ 
tress or public oalamity. The license, without 
the freedom, of <}emocracy, was revived M Anti-* 
och and Constantinople, and the support of a fac- 
tion became necessary to every candidate for civil 
or ecclesiastical honours* A secret attacfamei^t to 
the family or sect of Anastasius was imputed to 
the greens ; the blues were zealously devoted to 
jutdaUui the cause of orthodoxy and Justinian,' and their 
2^"*^* grateful patron protected, above five years, the? 
disorders of a faction, whose seasonable tutnuHs 

<A.. D. 501, ^*^. 4, ^, 6) Is latiafied that tlUf blues tirere oiftiiodox; 
, but TillexnoDt is angry at the suppositioii, and will not allow anj 
martyrs in a fllayfaouse, (Hist, des finip< torn, vi, p. 554). 

* See Procopius^ Persic^ 1. i, c. 24. In d6S6ribing the vices of 
the factions and of the gorernattnt, dte fmbtU is not more ikvourable 
than the teer€t hiatoriaa. Akmaa. ip, t6} hasquMcd a fine pitfsage 
from Gregery Nai ianien, which proves the Inveteraiiy of lltfe «^. 

* The pertiaUty of Justiiuaa for the lives, (Aaecdot. ^. T)^ is at'' 
tested by^ETagrhis, (Hist, ficdes. L iv, e. 32); John Bfalala, <«emi 
Ut p« 138^ 139), especially Tor Antioch ; and TheophaiiMy (p. 149). 
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oT^nawed the palace, the senate, and the capitak ch a p« 
of tbe East. Insolent with royal favour, tte Wucs ^^^ ^ ,^^ 
.affected to strike terror hy a peculiar and bart>aric 
dreas, the long hair of the Huns, their dose 
sleeves and ailiple garments, a lofty step, and a 
sonorous voice. In the day they conc»led their 
tipvo-edged poniards, but in the night they boldly 
assembled in arms, and in numerous bands, pre- 
pared for every act of violence and r^ine. Their 
adversaries of the green faction, or ev^i inoffen* 
sive citizens, were sttripped and often muniered by 
these nocturnal robbors, and it became dangef ous 
to wear any goidbuttons or girdIes,or toappear at 
a late hour in the streets of a peaceful capital. A 
daring spirit, rising with impunity, |Mroceeded to 
violate the safeguard of private^ houses ; and fire 
"was employed to fadhtate theattadc,or to conceal 
the crimes, of these factious rioters. No place 
was safe or sacred from their depredations ; to gra* 
tify either avarice or revenge, they profusely spilt 
the blood of the innocent ; churches and altars 
were polluted by a^ocious murders; and it was 
the boast of the assassins, that their dexterity could v 

alw;ays inflict a mortal wound with a single stroke 
of their dagger. The dissolute you^ of Constan- 
tinople adopted tiie blue livery of disorder ;. the 
laws were silent, and the bonds of society were 
relaxed ; creditors were compelled to resign their^ 
obligations; judges to reverse their sentence; 
masters to enfranchise their slaves ; fathers to 
supply the extravagance of their children ; noble 
matrons were prostituted to the lust of their ser-^ 
vants ; beautiful boys were torn from the arms of 
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^HAP. dieir parents; and wives, unless they preffeffedf 
«« Ji!^*. voluntary death, were ravished in the presence of 
their husbands.* The despair of the greens, whe 
were persecuted by their enemies, and deserted 
by themagistrate, assumed theprivilegeof defence, 
perhaps of retaliation : but thode who survived the 
combat were dragged to execution, and the un- 
happy fugitives escaping to woods and caverns, 
preyed without mercyon the society from whence 
they were expelled. Those ministers of justice 
who had courage to punish the crimes, and to 
brave the resentment of the blues, became the 
victims of their indiscreet zeal: a prefect af Con- 
stantinople fled for refuge to the holy sepulchre; a 
count of the East was ignominiously whipped, and 
a governor of Cilicia was hanged, by the order of 
Theodora, on the tomb of two assassins whmn he 
had condemned for the murder of his groom, and 
a daring attack upon his own life.^ An aspiring 
candidate may be tempted to build his greatness 
on the public confusion^ but it is the interest as 
well as duty of a sovereign to maintain the au- 
thority of the laws. The first edict of Justinian^ 
which was often repeated, and sometimes exe- 
cuted, announced his firm resolution to support 
the innocent, and to cliastise the guilty of every 

• A wife, (says Procopitis), Avfio iras stized and almost ravished by 
a blue coat, threw herself into the BospliOrus. The bishops of the' 
second Syria Aleman. p. 1^6) deplore a iixnilar suicide, the fi^uilt or 
gloi^y of female chastity « and name theberoine. 

*» The doubtful credit of Frocopiusr (Anecdoi c. if) is supported 
by the less partial Evagrius, who cbAfirmg the fact* anA specifies the 
names. The tragic fate cTf the prefect of Constitotiiropit is related 
' by John Malala, (torn, ii, p. 139). I 
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denoikiiflatioii and cohur. Yet the balance of ohap; 
Justice was still inclined in favour of the blue .^ 
faction, by the secret affection, the habits, and 
the fears of the emperor ; his equity, after an ap« 
parent struggle^ submittedi without reluctwce, to 
the implacable passions of Theodora,' and the em- 
press never foigot^ or forgave, the injuries of the 
comedian. At the accession of the younger Justin, 
the proclamation of equal and rigorous justice in- 
direetly condemned the partiality of the former 
reigUr ** Ye bluest Justinian is no more ! ye 
*^ greens^ he is still alive V^"^ 

A sedition, which almost laid Constantinople in Sedition ot 
ashes, was excited by the mutual hatred and mo- ^^^ 
mentary reconciliation of the two factions. In J^f"*^ 
the fifth year of his reign^ Justinian celebrated tl^e a d. saii; 
festival of the ides of January : the games tirere ''•^"^' 
incessantly disturbed by the clamorous discontent 
of the greens; till the twetity-second race, the em- 
peror maintained his silent gravity ; at length, 
yielding to his impatience, he condescended to 
hold, in abrupt sentences, and by the vdce of a 
crier, the most singular dialogue"^ that evfei* passed 
between a prince and hissubjects. Their firstcom- 
plaints were respectful and modest; they accused 
the subordinate ministers of oppression^ and pro- 

c See John Malala, (torn, ii, p. 147)$ yet he oihit that JustudajDi 
was attached to thehliies. The seeming discord of the emperor and 
Theodora, is perhaps viewed with too mtfeh jealousy and fefirfeibent 
by Procopius, (Anecdot. c 10). See Al6man. Fr^faf. p. ^.« . . 

^ This dialogue, which Theoi^iaiies has preserved, exhibits the po-' 
pular language, as well as t^e manners, o^ Cbnstant&iople In the vith 
century. Their Greek is mingled with many stnutge and barbaroos 
words, for which Ducange cannot always find a meaning or etymology. 

you VII* a 
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CHAt. claimed their wishes for the long life a»d TktMr 
^^J^^ of the emperor. " Be patient and attentive, yc 
^ insolmt railers !" exclaimed Justinian ; *' bf 
•* mute, ye Jews, Samaritans, and ManiebaBans!" 
The greens still attempted to awaken his com- 
passion. " We are poor, we are innocent, we are 
'< injured, we dare not pass through the streets: 
** a general persecution is exercised against our 
•* name and colour. Let us die, O emperor! but 
** let us die by your command, and for your ser- 
'' vice f " But the repetition of partial and pas- 
sionate invectives degraded, in their eyes, the ma- 
jesty of the purple ; they renounced allegiance to 
the prince who refused justiceto his people ; la- 
mented that thefather of Justinian had befo born; 
and branded bis son with the opprobrious names 
of an homicide, an ass, and a perjured tyrant 
" Do you despise your lives?** cried the indignaBt 
monarch : the blues rose with fury from their 
seats; their hostile clamours thundered in the hip- 
podrome; and their adversaries, deserting the un- 
equal contest, spread terror and despair through 
the streets of Constantinople. At this dangerous 
moment, seven notorious assassins of both fac- 
tions, who had been condemned by the prefect, 
were carried round the city, and afterwards trans- 
ported to the place of execution in the suburb 
of Pera. Four were immediately beheaded ; a 
fifth was banged: but when the sa,me punishment 
was inflicted on the remaining two, the rope 
broke, they fell alive to the ground, the populace 
^)plauded their escape, and the monks of St. C«- 
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non, ]8Siit% frdm the neigfabouring convdlt^ con- cuat* 
vey^ thc}^^ in a |)o^ to the sanctuary pf the ^^^^ 
church.'' As one pf thes^ criminals Iv^as of the 
blu^y ^^i the pther of the green livery, the two 
factions were ^qudJ^ provoked by the cruelty of 
their p{gin^sor, or the ^igratitude of their patron; 
aii4 ^ short truce tva^ cQucluded till they had de< 
livered their prisoners, and sati$fied their revenge. 
The p^dace of tiie pijefect, who withstood the 
seditious torrent, tvfis instatltly burnt, his bfficers 
aiid gus^r^ were massacred, the prisons wer6 
forced open, and freedom was restored td those« 
inrbo coul4 only use it for the public destruction. 
A military force, which bad been despatched to 
the aid of the civil magistrate, was fiercely en- 
countered by dP ^xned multitude, whose nu tubers 
^^Ltid boldne^js continti^lly |pcrea$ed ; and th^ He- 
ruli, the wi}408t barl7?tri^Q3 in the service df the 
empire, overturned tji^ priests and their relics^ 
which, firp«i p. pious ipotiye, had been rashly in- 
terposed to separate the bjoody cbilflict The tu- 
mult was exasperated by this spqrilege,thl? people 
fought with enthusiasm in the caujje of Go^ ; Uie 
womeuj from the roofs and windows, showered 
^tdnes on the heads of t|i^ soldiers ; who darted 
firebrands against the houses ; and the v^ipus 
^flames^ wh^ch }^a/i been Jpndled by the hands of 
citiz^s and strangers, $pread without control 
over the face of the city* The conflagration in- 
volved the cathedral of St. Sophia, the b^ths of 
iZeuxippus, a part of the palace^ from the first ^n- 

* See tbis ^rch ^4 xno^astpigr in puqat|ge, C. P* Christianaf 
).iv, p. 182/ 

G 2 
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CHAP, trance to the altar of Mars, and the long pdrtica 
^^ from the palace to the forum of Constantine ; 
a large hospital, with the sick patients, -was con- 
sumed J many churches and stately edifices were 
destroyed, and an immense treasure of gold and 
silver was either melted or lost. From such scenes 
of horror and distress, the wise and wealthy ci- 
tizens escaped over the Bosphorus to the Asiatic 
side ; and during five days Constantinople was 
abandoned to the factions, whose watch-word, 
Nik A, vanquish ! has given a name to this me- 
morable sedition/ 
The dii- As long as the factions were divided, the tri- 
j^ti^an. nmphant bJues, and desponding greens, appeared 
to behold with the same indifference the disor- 
ders of the state. They agreed to censure the 
corrupt management of justice and the finance ; 
land the two responsible ministers, the artful Tri- 
bonian, and the rapacious John of Cappadocia, 
were loudly arraigned as the authors of the public 
misery. The peaceful murmurs of the people 
would have been disregarded : they were heard 
with respect when the city was in flames ; the 
questor, and the prefect, were instantly remov- 
ed, ahd their offices were filled by two senators 
of blameless integrity. After this popular con- 
cession, Justinian proceeded to the hippodrome 
to confess his own errors, and to accept the re- 
pentance of his grateful subjects ; but they dis- 
trusted his assurances, though solemnly pro- 

' The history of the Kika sedition is extracted from Marcelllnus, (in 
Chron.) ; Procopius, (Persic. 1. i, c. 26) ; John Malala, (torn, ii, p. 815- 
•JfelS) ? Chron. Paschid. (p. 390^-34(0) ; Theophftner, CCbronograph. p. 
2 j4.1d8), and Zonanif, (1. ziv, p. 01.63). 
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xiounced in the presence of the hplj gospels ; and cqap. 
the emperor, alarmed by their distrust, retreated ^^ 
with precipitation \,o the strong fortress of the 
palace. The obstinacy of the tumult was now- 
imputed to a secret and ambitious conspiracy, and 
a suspicion was entertained, that the insurgents, 
more especially the green faction, had been sup- 
plied with arms and money by Hypatius and 
Pompey, two patricians, who could neither for- 
get with honour, nor remember with safety, that 
they were the nephews of the emperor Anastasius. 
Capriciously trusted, disgraced, and pardoned, by 
the jealous levity of the monarch, they had ap- 
peared as loyal servants before the throne ; and, 
during five days of the tumult, they were detain- 
ed as important hostages ; till at length, the fears 
of Justinian prevailing over his prudence, he view- 
ed the two brothers in the light of spies, perhaps 
of assassins, and sternly commanded them to de- 
part from the palace. After a fruitless represent- 
ation, that obedience might lead to involuntary 
treason, they retired to their houses, and in the 
morning of the sixth day, Hypatius was surround- 
ed and seized by the people, who, regardless of 
his virtuous resistance, and the tears of his wife, 
transported their fayourite to the forum of Con- 
stantine, and, instead of a diadem, placed a rich 
collar on his head. If the usurper, who after- 
wards pleaded the merit of his delay, had com- 
plied with the advice of his senate, and urged the 
fury of the multitude, their first irresistible eflfort 
. might have oppressed or expelled his trembling 
competitor* The Byzantine palace enjoyed ^ 

gS 
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•^v^il^ ready At t&e g^ardeh staitt; and « secret resolth 
tion was already formed, to convey %he emperor 
with his family and tr^dsurds to a safe retreat, 
at some distance from the capital* 

Tfiw" Justinian was lost, if the prostitute whom lie 

odon.* raised from the theatre had not renounced the 
timidity, as well ^s the virtues, of her siex. In the 
midst of a council. Where BeUsariiis was present, 
Theodora alone displayed the spirit of an hero; 
and she alone, without apprehending his fature 
hatred, could sar? the emperw from the immi- 
' nent danger, and his unworthy fears. « If flight," 
said the consortof Justinian,** were ^he only means 
" of safety, yet 1 should disdain to fly. Death is 
** the condition of our birth ; but they who have 
** reigned should never survive the loss of dignity 
" and dominion. I implore heaven, that I tnay 
^* never be seen, not t day, without my diadem 
** and purple-, that I may no longer behold the 
'* light, when I cease to be saluted with tiie name 
/* of queen. If you resolve, O C^sar ! to fly, you 
'* have treasures ; behold tfhe sea, you have ships; 
♦* but tremble lest the desire of life should expose 
** you to wretched exile and ignominious death. 
" For my own part, I adhere to the maxim of an- 
•* tiquity, that the throne is a glorious sepulchre." 
The firmness of a Woman restored the courage to 
deliberate and act, and courage soon discovers the 

^ resourcesof the most desperate situation. It was 

an easy and a decisive measure to revive the ani- 
mosity of the factions ; the blue were astonished 
at their own guilt and folly, that a trifling iiyury 
should provoke then^ to conspire with their impla. 
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capableeQemiesagaiiistagracioiisandliberalbeQe* chap« 
factor; thejr again proclaimed themajesty of Justi- ,,.^^,^ 
niao, and the greens, with their upstart emperor, The sedi- 
were left alone in the hippodrome. The fidelity of ^^!^J^^ 
tlie g'uardls was doubtful; but the military fprce of 
Just wian consisted in three thousand veterans^ who 
had been trained to iralour and discipline in the 
Persian and lUyrian wars. Under the command of 
Beltsaritts and Mun4us5 they silently marched in 
two divisions from the palace, forced their obscure 
way through narrow passages, expiring flames, and 
falling edifices, and burst open at the same mo- 
ment the two opposite gates of the hippodrome. . 
In this narrow space, the disorderly and affrighted 
crowd was incapable of resisting on either side a 
firai and regular attack; the blues signalized the 
fury of their repentance; and it is computed, that 
above thirty thousand persons were slain in the 
merciless wd promiscuous carnage of the day. 
Hypatius was dragged from bis throne, and con* 
ducted with his brother Pompey to the feet of 
the erftperor : they implored his clemency ; but 
their crime was manifest, their innocence uncer- 
tain, and Justinian had been too much terrified to 
forgive. The next morning the two nephews of 
Anastasius* with eighteen illustrious accomplices, 
of patrician or consular rank, were privately exe- 
cuted by the soldiers ; their bodies were thrown 
into the sea, their palaces razed, and their fortunes 
confiscated. The hippodrome itself was con- 
demnedduringseveral years to a mourn^l silence : 
with the r^storatipn ef the games, the same dish 
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CHAP, orders revived : and the blue and green factkxu 
c^i i^ ^xc continued to aflSict the reign of Justinian, and to 
disturb the tranquUIity of the eastern empire.' 
f^^^ III. That empire, lifter Rome was tyurbarous, 
manufiu*. still embracedthenationswhomshe had Conquered 
thrcMteni beyond the Hadriatic, and as far as the frontiers 
f"'''^: of Ethiopia and Persia* Justinian reigned over 
sixty-four provinces, and nine hundred and thirty- 
five cities ;'^ his dominions were blessed by nature 
with theadvantages of soil, situation, and cUmate: 
and the improvements of human art had been per- 
petually diffused along the coast of the Mediterra- 
nean aiid the banks of the Nile, from ancient Troy 
to the ^igyptian Thebes. Abraham * had been 
. relieved by the well-known plenty of Egypt ; the 
same country, a small and populous tract, was 
still capable of exporting, each year, two hun- 
dred and sixty thousand quarters of wheat for 
the use of Constantinople ;^ and the capital of 
Justinian was supplied with the manufactures of 

( Marcellinus evys in general terms, innumeris populis in circo 
trucidatls. Procopius numbers 30,000 victims : and the 35,000 of 
Theophanes are swelled to 40*000 by the more recent Zonmras. Such 
is the usual progress of exaggeration. 

^ Hierocles, a contemporary of Justinian* composed his Sc/»Se;^i^> 
(Itineraria, p. 631), or review of the eaistern provinces and cities, be. 
Ibre the year 536, (Wesseling in Prsefmt. and Not. ad. pi 623, Ac.). 
. * See the book of (>enes|s, (i^i, 10), and the adniinistration of Jo- 
seph. The annals of the Greeks and Hebrews agree in the early arts 
and plenty of iEgypt: tiut this antiquity supposes a long series of im- 
provements : and Warburtoh, who is almost stiiled by the Hebrew, calls 
aloud for the Samaritan chronology, (Divine Legation, voL iii, p. 29, 
Ac). 

^ Eight millions of Roman modii, besides a contribution pf 80,000 
aurei for the ezpences of water-carriage, from which the subject was 
graciously excused. See the xiiith Edict of Justinian : the number^ 
ive checked and verified by the agreement of the Greek and Latin texts. 
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Sidon, fifteen ceatnries after they had been cele« chap. 
brated in the poems of Homer.' The annual ^^' 
po^^irers of vegetation, instead of being* exhaust* 
ed by two thousand harvests, were renewed and 
inrig^orated by skilful husbandry, rich manure^ 
and seasonable repose. The breed of domestic 
animals was infitnitely multiplied. Plantations^ 
buildings, and the instruments of labour and 
luxury, which are more durable than the term 
of human life, were accumulated by the care of 
successive generations. Tradition preserved, and 
experience simplified, the humble practice of the 
arts : society was enriched by the division of la- 
bour and the facility of exchange; and every Ro- 
man was lodged, clothed, and subsisted, by the 
industry of a thousand hands. The invention of 
the loom and distaff has been piously ascribed to 
the gods. In every age, a variety of animal and 
vegetable production?, hair, skins, wool, flax, cot- 
ton, and at length silk, have been skilfully manu*? 
factured to hide or adorn the human body; they 
were stained with an infusion of permanent co- 
lours ; and the pencil was successfully employed 
to Improve the labours of the loom. In the 
choice of those colours "* which imitate the beau- 
ties of nature, the freedom of taste and fashion 

* Homer's Iliad, vi, 28&. These veils, ittitXet ftetft^^ixiXi, were the 
work of %he Sidoniaa women. But this passage is more honourable 
to the manufactures than to the navigation of Phoenicia, from whence 
they had been imported to Troy in Phrygian bottoms'. 

"" See in^ld (de .Arte Amandi, iii, 269, &cO a poetical Kst of 
twelve colours borrowed from flowers, the elements, Slc. But it ig 
almost impossible to discriminate by words all the nice and various 
shades both of art and nature. 
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CHAP, was indulged; bui the deep pui^k *" wfaich tbe 
•*^^v. Phoenicmnf extracted from a shell-fish, was re* 
strained to the sacred person and palace of the 
emperor ; and the penalties of treason ys^ere de- 
nounced against the ambitions sulyects» who 
dared to usurp the prerogative of the throne. * 
The uM of I need not explain that sUk^ is originally spun 
t^i^^ from tbebbwels of a caterpillar, and that it com- 
poses the golden tomb from whence a worm & 
merges in the form of a butterfly. Till the reigo 
bf Justinimiythe silk-wormswho feed on thelei^ves 
of the white n^ulberiy-tree, were confined to 
China; those of the pine, the oak, and the ash, 
were common in the forests both of Asia and 
Europe ; but as their education is more difficult, 
and their produce more uncertain, Uiey werege- 
' lierally neglected, except in the little island of 

» By the discovery of coehineftl, &c. we far surpass the colours of 
antiquity. Their royal purple had a strong smel^f and a dark castas 
deep as bulPs blood.-<-Ob9CHrita8 rubens, iwys Ciw8iodoriurs» Var.l. 
€), nigredo tttigtUnea. The president Goguet (Origine des Loii et 
des Arts, part ii, 1. ii« c, 2» p. 184-215) will amuse and satisfy the 
reader. I doubt whether hhl book, especial^ in England, is as irril 
known as it deserves to be. 

• Historical proofs of this jealousy have been occasionally ititrodU' 
ced, and many more might have been added : but the arbitrary actt 
of despotism were justified by the sober and general dedaratioxiB of l««i 
(Codex Theodosian. 1. z, tH« 21, leg. 3. Codex. Justinian. L xi, tit.8« 
leg. 5}. An inglorious permission, and necessary restrictioa, was ap- 
plied to the inm«, the female-dancers, (Cod. Theodoa. I. xv,tlt. 7, leg' 
H). 

T In the history of insects (ihr more wonderftrl than Ovfd*« Mett* 
morphoses) the silk-worm holds a conspicuous place. The boatbyx 
of the isle ef Ceos, as described by Pliny, <Hist. NalJ|^xi» !8€, 27, 
With the notes of the two learned J[esuits, Hardouin amnsrotier), may 
be illustrated by a dmilar species in China, (Meraoires sur les €b>' 
nois, torn, ii, p. 575-596) ; but our silk-worm, as well at the irbi^ 
tnulberry-tree« were unkngiwn to Theophrastus an^ Pliny. 
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Ceds^ near t&e cbast of Atticft. A thin gaikze citap. 
was procured from thieir webs; afard this Cean ^^ 
xnanttfactiire, the invention of a woman, for fe- 
male use» wa^ long admired both in the East and 
at Rome. Whaferek* i^uspidons may be raised 
bjr thd garments of the Medes and Assyrians, 
Virgil 16 thte most ancient writer, who Express- 
ly mentions the soft wool which was combed 
from the treifes of the Ser^s or Chinese;^ and this 
natural error, less marvellons than the truth, was 
slowly corrected by the knowledge of a valuable 
insect, the first artificer of the luxury of nations. 
That rare and elegant luxury was censured in 
the reign of Tiberius, by the gravest of the Ro- 
maii^; ahd Pliny, in affected though forcible lan- 
guage, has condemned the thirst of gain, which 
explored the last confines of the earth, for the 
pernicious purpose of exposing to the public e3re 
naked draperies and trans|mrent matrons/ A 
dress which shewed the turn of the limbs, and 
colour of the sJcrn, might gratify vanity, or pro- 
voke desire ; the silks which had been dose^- 
woven in China, were sometimes unravelled by 
the Phoenician w^omen, and the precious materi- 
;ils were multiplied by a looser texture, and the 

4 Geor^pc. ti, 121. Series quango venerint in usum pleniscime non 
s<uo : suspicor tamen in Julti Caesaris «yo, nam ante non invenio, 
says Justus Lipsitts, (Rxtursu^ i, ad Tacit Annal. ii, S9). See Dion 
Cas8)U8» (I* xHii, p. 35S» edit. Iteim&r),and Pausanias^ (1. vi, p. 519), 
the first who describes, however strangely, the ^eric insect. 

* Tarn longinquo orbe petitnr, ut in put^co matrona translucent 
. • . . ut denudet foeminas vcstis, (Plitt. vi, 20, xU «1). Varro wad 
rublius Syrus had already played on the Toga ventrea, ventus tcxi- 
lis, and nebula lines, (Horat. Sermon, i, 2» 101, with the notes o( 
Torrentiss and Dacier). 
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OHAP. intermixture of linen threads/ Two hundred 
^^ years after the age of Pliny, the use of pure or 
even of mixed silks was confined to the female 
sex, till the opulent citizens of Rome and the 
provinces were insensibly familiarized with the 
example of Elagabalus, the first who, by this ef- 
feminate habit, had sullied the dignity of an em- 
peror and a man, Aurelian complained, that a 
pound of silk was sold at Rome for twelve ounces 
of gold : but the supply increased with the de- 
mand, and the price diminished with the supply. 
If accident or monopoly sometimes raised the 
value even above the standard of Aurelian, the 
manufacturers of Tyre and Berytus were some- 
times compelled, by the operation of the same 
causes, to content themselves with a ninth part 
of that extravagant rate.^ A law was thought ne- 
cessary to discriminate the dress of comedians 
from that of senators; and of the silk exported from 
its native country, the far greater part was con- 
sumed by the subjects of Justinian, They were 
still more intimately acquainted with a shell-fish of 
the Mediterranean, surnamed the silk-worm of the 
sea ; the fine wool or hair by whieh the mother- 
of-pearl affixes itself to the rock, is now manu- 
factured for curiosity rather than use; and a robe 
obtained from the same singular materials, was the 

* On the texture, colours, names, and us^ of the sUk« h^f silk, and 
linen garments of antiquity, see the profound, diif use» and obscure re- 
searches of the great Salmasius, (in Hist. August, p. 127» 309» 310, 
^9, 34)1, 342, 344, 388-391, 395, 5X3), who was ignorant of the 
most common trades of Dijon or Leyd^. 

! Flavius Vopiscus in Aurelian. c. 45, in Hist. August, p. 224. See 
Salntasius ad Hist. Aug. p. 392, and Piinian. Exercitat. in Solinum, 
p. 694, 695. The Anecdotes of Procopius (c. 25) state a partial apd 
imj)erfect rate of the price of silk in the time of Justinian. 
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gift of the Roman emperor to the satraps of (^hap. 
Armenia/ ^^• 

A valuabte merchandize of small bulk is ca- importa- 
pdbte of diefrdying the expense of land-carriage ; cl^^^ 
and the caravans traversed the whole latitude of land »»<* 
Asia in two hundred and fortj-threie days from 
the Chinese ocean to the sea-coast of Syria. Silk 
was immediately delivered to the Romans by thcJ 
Persian merchants,* who frequented the fairs of 
Armenia and Nisibis t but this trade, which in the 
intervals of truce was oppressed by. avarice and 
jealousy, was totally interrupted by the long wars 
of the rival monarchies. The great king might 
proudly number Sogdiana, and even Sericd^ 
among the provinces of his empire ; but his real 
dominion was bounded by the Oxus, and his use-^ 
ful intercourse with the Sogdoiies, beyond the 
river, depended on the pleasure of their con- 
querors, the white Huns, and the Turks, who 
successively reigned over that industrious people. 
Yet the most savage dominion has not extirpated 
the seeds of agriculture and commerce, in a re- 
gion which is celebrated ^s one of the four garden^ 
of Asia ; the cities of Samareand and Bochara 
are advantageously seated for the exchange of its 
various productions; and their merchants piur* 

** Pioco)>itt8 de Edif. 1. iii, c« 1. These pinnea de itier are found near 
Smyrna, Sicily, Corsica, and Minorca; aAd a pair of gloves of their 
silk was presented to Pope Benedict XlV. 

* Pro^pius Persic. 1 i, c. 20; 1. ii, c. 26,- Gothic. 1. iv, c. 17. Me* 
nander in Excerpt. Legat. p. 107. Of the Parthian or Persian empire, 
Isidore of Charax (in Stathmis Parthicis,'p. 7, S, in Hudson, GeograpH. 
Minor, tote, ii), has marked the roiids, and Ammiahus Marcelliniit . 

(1. xxiiif c 6, p.- 400} has enumerated'the provinces. * . 
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CHAP, ceit, of China; the island of Sumaira and tbe 
^ ^ ^^^ opposite peninsula, are fmntly delineated^ sis the 
regions of gold and silver ; and the trading cities 
named in the geography of PtoIemy» may indi- 
cate, that this wealth was not solely derived from 
the mines. The direct interval between Sumatra 
and Ceylon is about three^ hundred leagues ; the 
Chinese and Indian navigators were conducted by 
th^ flight of birds and periodical winds, and the 
ocean might be securely traversed in square-built 
ships, which, instead of ii-on, wer^ sewed together 
with the strong thread of the cocoas dut^ Ceylon, 
Serendib, or Taprobana, was divided between two 
hostile princes ; one of whom possessed the moun- 
tains, the elejihants, and the luminous carbuncle, 
and the other enjoyed the more solid riches of do- 
mestic industry,^ foreign trade, and the capacious 
harbour of Trinquemale^ which received and dis- 
missed the fleets of the East and West^ In this 
hospitable isle, at an equal distance (as it was 
computed) from their respective countries^ the 
silk merchants of China^ who had collected in 
their voyages aloes, cloves, nutmegs and santal 
wood, maintained a free and beneficial commerce 
with the inhabitants of the Persian gulf. The 
subjects of the great king Exalted, without a rival, 
his power and magnificence ; and the Romany 

•» The knowledge, or rather Ignorance, of Strabo, Pliny, Ptolemy, 
Arrian, Marcian, Ac of the countries eastward of Ca^ Comorin, is 
finely illustrated by d*Anville, (Antiquity Geographique de rinde, espe- 
ciaily p. 161-19S), Our geography of India is improved by coomierce 
and conquest ; and has been illustrated by the excellent maps and me- 
moirs of Major Rennel. If he extends the sphere of his inqfuiries with 
the same critical knowledge and sagacity, he will succeed^ and ma j 
surpass, the first of modern geographers* 
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who confounded their vanity by compariiig his chap. 
paltry coin with a gold medal of the emperor „^^^,^ 
Anastaslhs, had sailed to Ceylon in an iBthio- 
pian ship^ as a simple passenger ."^ 

As silk became of indispensable use, the em* introduc- 
peror Justinian saw, with concern, that the Per- woras "mo 
sians had occupied by land and sea the monopoly ^^®«^*' 
of this important supply, and that the wealth of 
his subjects was continually drained by a nation of 
enemies and idolaters. An active government 
would have restored the trade of Egypt and the 
navigation of the Red Sea, which had decayed 
with the prosperity of the empire ; and the Ro- 
man vessels might have sailed, for the purchase of 
silk, to the ports of Ceylon, of Malacca, or even 
of China* Justinian embraced a moi^ humble ex- 
pedient, and solicited the aid of his Christian allies^ 
the JQUiiopians of Abyssinia^ who had recently 
acquired the arts of navigation^ the spirit of trade, 
and the sea-port of Adulis,** still decorated with 
the trpphies of a Grecian conqueror^ Along the 
African coast, they penetrated to the equator in 
search of gold, emeralds, and aromatics; but they 
wisely declined an unequal competition, in which 

«= TheTaprobane of Pliny, (vi, 24), Solinus, (c. 53), and Salmas. Pli- 
nianae Exercitat. (p. 781, 782), and most of the ancients; who often 
confound the iilands of Ceylon and Sumatra, is more clearly describ* 
ed by Cosmas Indicopleustes ; yet even the Christian topographer has 
exaggerated its dimensions. His information on the Indian and Chinese 
trade is rare and cupous, (1. u, p. 138 ; L xi, p. 337, 338j edit. MontJ 
faucon). 

** See Procopius, Persic. (L ii, c. 20). Cosmas af^Rords some inte- 
resting knowledge of the port and inscription of Adulis, (Topographt 
Christ. 1. ii, p. 1^38, 140-143), and of the trade of the Axumites along 
the African coast of Barbaria or ZingI, (p. 138« 139), and as far a« 
Taprobane, (1. xi, p. 339)i ' 
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CHAP, they must be alimys prevented by the vicinity of 
the Persians to the murkets of India ; and the 
emperor submitted to the disftppoiBtmeilty tiUim 
wishes were gr^ified by aa unexpected evenl* 
Thci gospel hml bee^ preached to the IndiaBs; a 
bishpp already g!9vi»rned the Christians of St. 
Thomas on the pepper<oast of JMbdabar; a 
ehurcb was planted in Ceylon, and themiBsaoaades 
pursued the footsteps of commerce to the extre* 
mities of Asia** Two Persian monks had long 
resided in China, perhaps, in the royal city of 
Nank}n, the seat of a monarch addicted to foreigs 
superstiti(>n99 and who actuaHy received an em^ 
bassy from the iaie of Ceylon^ Aimidst their 
pious o(:cHpatu>fis» they viewed with a ourious 
eye the common dress tsf the Chinese, the manu- 
factures of s}tk> and the myriads (£ silknwofms, 
whose education (eithar on trees or isk houses) 
hado^fe been eonsidered as the labour of queens/ 
They soon discovered that it was impractieable ta 
trapaq^t the sfaort-Iived insect, but that in the 
egg^a numeroua progeny might be preserved and 
ndultiplied in a distant chmate. Keligioti or in- 
terest had more power over the Fersiaa monks 
than the love of their country : after along jour- 
ney, they arrived at Constantinople, imparted 
tlieir project to the emperor^ and were liberally 

* See the Chrktian misrions in India, in CoutiiOB, (1. iii, p. 17S» 
179; ]. xi, pk 337)» and coneuR Asseman. Bibiiot. Orient, (toia. !▼> 
p. 413-548). 

' The invention* manufactnre, and general use of tilk in Chioiu 
may be ^een in Dubalde, (Description Generate de la Chine, torn. ii*. 
p* 165, S05-223). The province of Chekian is the most resowned 
. b&tk for quantity and quality. 



leiicoiiragfid bj the gifts and promises of Justini- en at. 
an. To the faistoriaDis of that prince, a campaign ^"^ 
at the foot of mount Caucasus has seemed more 
deserving of a mumte relation, than the labours 
of these missionaries of cominarce, who again en- 
tered China, deceived a jealous people by coor 
cealing the ^gs of the silk-worm in a, hoUoiw 
cane, and returned in triumph with the spoils of 
the East* Undc^ their direction, the eggs were 
hatched at the ju'oper season by the artificiat heat 
of dung; the worms were fed with mulberry 
leaves ; they lived and laboured in a foreign cli* 
mate : a sufficient number of butterflies was saved 
to proplEigate the race, and trees were planted to 
6up|)ly the nourishment cf the rising gene;rations^ 
Experience and reflection eorrectal the errors c^ 
a new attempt, and the Sogdoite ambassadors ae<- 
knowledged, in the succeeding rdgii, that the 
Romans were not inferior to the natives ef China 
in the education of the insects^ and the manu-^^ 
factures of silk,' in which both China and C021* 
istantinople have been surpassed by the industry of 
modem Eur<^. I am not insensible of the be* 
nefits of elegant luxury ; yet I reflect with some 
pain, that if the importers pf silk had introduced 
the art of printing, already {practised by the Chit* 
nese, thf! comedies of Menander^ and the entire 

Phot, G04. Hmy* P* 38^ ZtnaLrap, torn, ii, |. xly, p. 69. Fagi (toKi* 
iU p. 602) «;8ignf t^ tbe year ^|l^ this i^aGpor^|>}« ImporUtioi). M^* 
naader Qn E^pcei^t. htg^t* p. IQT) ipiSBtions t)if f^^jnitiQQ ^f thtf ' 
Sogdoitea; and Tbeophyl^t ${ii|ioci|tMi (H v|i, ?, 9) 4«rkly |ept«^ 
mts the tvp rivri kliigfl^il^ \m fQhimJ i^ «W|try of fil)u ' 
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CHAP, decads of Livj, would have been perpetuated in 
the editions of the sixth century. A larger view 
of the globe might at least have jH-omoted the 
improvement of speculativescience, but the Christ'- 
ian geography was fordblj extracted from texts 
of scripture, and the study of nature Was the 
surest symptom of an unbelieving mind. The 
orthodox faith confined the habitable world to 
one temperate zone, and represented the earth 
as- an oblong surface, four hundred days journey 
in length, two hundred in breadths encompassed 
by the ocean, and covered by the solid chrystal 
of the firmament.^ . ' 

State of IV. The subjects df Justinian were dissatisfied 
with the times, and with the government. Eu- 
rope was over^run by the barbarians, and Asia 
by the monks : the poverty of the West discou* 
r^ed the trade and manufactures of the East; 
the produce of labour was consumed by the un- 
profitable servants of the church, the state, and 
the army, and a rapid decrease was felt in the 
fixed and circulating capitals which constitute the 
national wealth. The public distress had been al- 

^ CosmaS) surnamed Indicopleustes, or the Indian navigator, per- 
formed his voja<re about the year 522, and composed at Alexandria, 
between 6^5 and 547, Christian Topojgfaphy, (Montfaucon, Prasfat. 
c. i), in which he refutes the impious- opinion, that the earth is a 
globe ; and Photius had read this work, (Cod. xxxvi, p. 9, 10), which 
displays the prejudices of a pnonk, with the knowledge of a merchant : 
the most Valuable part has been given in French, arid in Greek by 
Melchisedec Thevenot, (Relations Curieuses, part i), and the whole 
is since published in a splendid edition by the Pere Montfaticon, (Nova 
tTollectio Patrum* Paris, 1707, 2 vols, in fol. torn, ii, p. 113-346). 
But the editor, a theologian, might blush at not discovering the Nes- 
torian heresy of Cosmas, which has been detected by la Crozft 
(Christiamsjne des Indes, torn, i, p. 40*56). 
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leviitted by the economy of Anastasius, and that chap. 
prudent emperor accumulated an immense trea- ^^^!^1^^ 
sure» while he delivered his people from the most 
pdious or oppressive taxes. Their gratitude uni* 
versally applauded the abolition of the gold of 
ctffiiction, a personal tribute on the industry of the 
poor ;^ but more tolerable, as it should seems 
in the form than in the substanee, since the jQou« 
rishing city of Edessa paid only one hundred and 
forty pounds of gold, which was collected in four 
years from ten thousand artificers.^^ Yet such 
\sras theparsimony which supported this liberal die* 
position, that, in a reign of twenty-seven years, 
Anastasius saved, from his annual revenue, the 
enormous sum of thirteen millions sterling, or 
three hundred and twenty thousand pounds of 
gold? His example was neglected, and his 
treasure was abused, by the nephew of Justin. 
The riches of Justinian were speedily exhausted by 
afms and buildings, by ambitious wars, and ig* 
fiominious treaties. His revenues were found in- 

' Evagrius (!• nU c. 39, 40) is minute and grateful, but angry with 
Zosimus for calumniating 4he great Constantine. In collecting all the 
bonds and records of the tax, the humanity of Anastasius was diligent 
and artful; fathers were sometimes compelled to prdstitute their 
daughters, (Zosim. Hist. 1. ii, c. 38, p. 165, 166; Lipsiae, 17&4>). 
Timotheus of Gaza chose sucl) an event for the subject of a tragedy, 
(Suidas, torn, iii, p. 475), which contributed to the abolition of th« 
tax, (Cedrenus, p. 35),-«-an^ happy instance (if it be true) of the 
use of the theatre. 

^ See Josua Stylites, in the Pibliotheca Orientalis of As^eman, 
(torn, i, p. 268). This capitation-tax is slightly mentioned in the 
Chronicle of Edessa. 

' Procopius (Anecdot. c. 19) fixes this sum from the report of the 
treasurers themselves. Tiberius had v»c}«8 ter miHiea ; but far differ* 
cnt was his empire from that of Anabtasius. 
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CHAK adequate to bis exi^etices. Ejttyattvt&^trttdu 
^^ extort from the people the gold and silver which 



Avarice he Scattered with a lavish hand from Persia to 
ISSonTf France ;* his reign was marked by th6 vicissi- 
iFutaoiMk ttides, dr rather bjr the combat^ of rapatiousness 
and avarice, of splendbur and poverty ; he lived 
with the reputation of hidden treasures," and be- 
queathed to his successor th^ payment of his 
debts.* Such a characiter has been justly ac- 
cused by the voice of the people and Of posterity; 
but public discontent is credulous; private malice 
is bold ; and a lover of truth will peruse with a 
suspici6us eye the instructive anecdotes of Pro- 
topius. The secret historian represents only the 
vices of Justinian, and those vices are darkened 
by his malevolent pencil. Ambiguous actions are 
imputed to the worst motives: error is confounded 
with guilt, accident with design, and laws with 
abuses : the partial injustice of a moment is dex- 
. terously applied as the general maximof a reign of 
thirty-two years : the emperor alone is made re- 
sponsible for the faults of his officers, the disorders 
of the times, and the corruption of bis subjects ; 

" Evagriun, (I. iv, c 30), in the n*it gvtieratidn, Was modenit« 
and i»eU*ii)fbrtned ; and Zonaras, (I. 14, c. 61), in tlie xiith oentiny, 
had read with cafe, aAd thought without ptejudiee : yet their coIour» 
are almost as black as those of the Anecdotes. 

" Procopius (Anecdot. c SO) relates the idle conjecfui^ of the times. 
The death ef Justinian, says the secret historian, wiU expose hifr wealth 
or poverty. 

• See Corippus de Laudibus Justini Aug. 1. ii, d60, ^e. 3S4» &c 

** Plurima sunt vivo nimium neglects parenti, 

** Uode tot exhaustus contraxit dehita fiscus.*' 

Centaaaries of gold were brought by strong arms ihfo the hippo* 

4rome«— 

'• Debitfi genitoris persolvit, cauta recepit." 



and :feTt n tke calamitSes of nature, Jxlagties, fcarth- € ti a p. 
*quakes, knA itittndatiohs, are imputed to the ^^^^ 
priirce of thfe dentions, whb had mischievonsly as- 
suitied the form of Jostinian^ 

After this precJautioii, I s3iall briefly relate tlie 
imtecdotes xii avarice and mpitie, under the fol- 
lowing heads*-^L Justinian was so profuse that 
he could not be liberat The dvil ahd military Pernidoiis 
o^cc^rs, when they were admitted into the serv- ^"^^ 
ice of the palace, obtained an humble rank and 
a moderate stipend ; they ascended by seniority / 

to a station of affluence and repose ; the annual 
pensions, df Which th^ most honourable class 
was abolished by Justinian, amounted to four 
hundred thousand piniiidsi and this domestic eco- 
iiomy was deplored by the venal or indigent 
courtiers as the la&t outt-age on the hiajesty of 
the einpire. The posts^ the salaries of physi- 
cians, and the nocturna! illuminations, were ob- 
jects of mote general concern ; and the eitieS 
might justly complain, that he usurped the inu- 
nicipal revenues which bad been appWpriated 
to these useful institutions. Even the soldiers 
were injured ; and s^ch was the decay of mili- 
tary spirit, that they were injured. With iihpuni* 
ty. The etoperor refused, at the return of each 
fifth year, the customary donative of five pieced 
of gold, reduced his veterans to beg their bread, 
and suffered unpaid armies to melt away in the 
wars of Italv and Persia. tL The humanity of ^^^^ 
his predecessors had always remitted, in some 

* The Anecdotes ic ll-U, 18, f 0-80} suji^ljr many ftcts and knori* 
complaints. 
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CHAP, auspicious ckrcumstance of their reign, the u* 
J^^ _ rears of the public tribute; wid they dexterous- 
ly assumed the merit of resiguiug those claims 
which it was impracticable to enforce. ^^ Jus- 
♦* tiuian, in the space of tlurtyrtwo yeitrsv has 
'< never granted a sin^iUr indulgence ; and many 
^* of bis subjects have renounced the possession of 
<^ those lands whose value is insufficient to $a- 
« tisfy the demands of the treasury. To the 
" cities which had suffered by hostile inroads, 
" Anastasius prpmised a general exemption of 
** seven years : th^ provinces of Justinian have 
" been ravaged by thp Persians and Arabs, the 
*^ Huns and Sclavonians ; but his vain and ri-' 
** diculous dispensation of a single year has been 
*^ confined to thos^ places which were actually 
" taken by the ^nemy." Such is the language 
of the secret historian, who expressly denies 
that any indulgence was granted to Palestine 
fifter the rpvo.lt of the Samaritans; a false and 
odious charge, copfuted by the authentic record, 
which attests a relief of thirteen centenaries of 
gold, (fifty-two thousand pounds), obtained for 
that desolate province by the intercession of -St. 
Sabas.*^ III. Procopius has not condescended 
to explain the system of taxation, which fell 
like a hail-storm u|ion the land, like a devour- 
ing pestilence on its inhabitants ; but we should 
become the accomplices of his malignity, if .we 
imputed to Justinian alone the ancient though 

4 One to Scjrthopoli8, capital of the second Palestine, and twelve 
for the rest of the province. Aleman. (p. 59) honestly produces this 
fact from a MS. lif^ of St. Sabas, by his disciple Cyril, in the Vaticai^ 
library, and since published by Cotelerius. 
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rigorous principle, that a- whole district shouM chap, 
be condemned to sustain the partial loss of the _^* 
persons or property of individuals. The Anona, Taxes, 
or supply of corn for the use of the army and 
capital, was a grievous and arbitrary exaction, 
which exceeded, perhaps in a tenfold proportion, 
the ability of the farmer ; and bis distress was 
aggravated by the partial injustice of weights 
and measures, and the expence and labour of 
distant carriage. In a time of scarcity, an ex- 
traordinary requisition was made to the adjacent 
provinces of Thrace, Bithynia, and Phrygia; 
but the proprietors, after a wearisome journey 
and a perilous navigation, received so inadequate 
a coinpensation, that they would have choiSen 
the alternative of delivering both the com and 
price at the doors of their gpranari^s. These 
prect^iitions might indicate a tender solicitude 
for the welfare of the capital ; yet Constantin- 
ople did not escape the rapacious despotism of 
Justinian. Till his reign, the straits of the Bos- 
phprus and Hellespont were ppen to the freedom 
of trade, and nothing was prohibited except the 
exportation of arms for the service of the barba- 
rians. At each of these gates of the city, a prcr 
tor was stationed, the minister of imperial ava- 
rice ; heavy customs were imposed on the vessels 
and their merchandise ; the oppression was re- 
taliated on the helpless consumer : the poor were 
afflicted by the artificial scarcity, and exorbitant 
price of the market ; and a people, accustomecj 
to depend on the liberality of their prince, might 
sometimes complain of the deficiency of water 
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CHAP, and bread/ The oeri^ tribute, itHhoit ii iitttti^ 
a law^ or a definite objedt> was an ^tiuid gift 
of one hundred and twebty' thousand pounds, 
which the emperor accepted from his pr^torian 
prefect; and the means of payment wiere s^n- 
dcmed to the di^retion of that poWBH%il tna^s- 
Mompo. trate. IV* Eren such a tax was less intolerabte 
than the privilege of monopolies, whkh checked 
the fair competition 6f industry^ and^ for tbe 
sake of a small and dishonest gain, im^sed as 
arbitrary burden oii the wants and laxilry of 
the subject. ** As soon (I transcribe the a&ec< 
** dotes) as <^e exclusive sale of silk ^aa usurp- 
" ed by the imperial treasuser^ a whole people, 
** the manufacturers Of Tyre and Berytus, was 
« ifeduced to extreme misery, abd either perish- 
** ed with hun^r, or fled to the hostile do- 
** minions of Persia.** A province might suffet 
by the decay of its manufactures ; but in this 
example of silk, Procopius has partially over- 
looked the inestimable and lasting be»kfit which 
the empire received from the curiosity of Jus- 
tinian. His addition of one-seventh to the or* 
dinary price of copper-money may be interpret- 
ed with the same candour; and the alteration, 
which might be wise, appears to hare been in- 
nocent 1 since he neither allayed the purity, iiol^ 
enhanced the value, of the gold coin,* the legal 

* Jdhta MalaU (torn* ii, p. 232) mentioRS the «rant of bread* tsd 
Zonaras (1. xiv, p. 6S) the leaden pipes, which Justinian, or his serv- 
atxts, stole from the aqueducts. 

* For an aureus, one-sixth of an ounce of gold, instead of ttO, be 
l^ve no more than 180 foUes, or ounces of copper. A disproportion 
of the ii^nt9 bielo'w the market price, must have soon produced a 

ficascit^r 
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m^a^f^ of public ahd private payment!^. V. Th^ cJHap. 
ample jurisdiction required by the farmers of the ,..j^^^^_ 



revenue to accomplish their engagements, might vcnauty, 
be placed in ah odious li^ht, as if they had pur- 
chased from the emperor the lives and fortunes 
of their fellow-citizens. And a more direct sale ' 
of honours and offices was transacted in the pa-« 
lace, with the permission, 6r at least with thfe 
connivance, of Justinian and Theodora. The 
claims of merit, even those of favour, were dis- 
regarded, and it was almost reasonable to expect, 
that the bold. adventurer, who had undertaken 
the trade of a magistrate, should find a rich com-^ 
pensation for infamy, labour, danger, the debts^ 
which he had contracted, and the heavy in- 
terest which he paid. A sense of the dis- 
grace and mischief of this venal- practice, at 
length awakened the slumbering virtue of Jus- 
tinian; and be attempted, by the sanction of 
oaths* and penalties, to guard the integrity ot 
his government : but at the end of a year of per^ 
jury, his rigorous edict was suspended, and cor- 
ruption licentiously abused her triumph over the 
impotence of the laws. VI. The testament of Terti^ 
Eulalius, count of the domestics, declared th^ ^ 
emperor his sole heir, on condition, however, 

Scarcity of fimall money. In England, twdve |>«nce in coppef would 
sell for no more than seven pence, (Smithes Inquiry into the Wealth 
of Nations, voL i, p. 4^. For Justinian's ^old coin, see Evagrius, 
(1. iv, c. 30). 

* The oath is conceived in the most formidable wotds, (NovelL viii, 
tit 3). The delhulters imprecate on themselves, qulcquld iiabeni 
telorum armamentaria coeli ; the part of Judas, the leprosy of 6ie^# 
the trem,or of Cain, &c. besides all temporal painst 
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CHAP, that he should discharge his debts and legacies^ 
^^ allow to his threedaushters adecent maintenance, 
and hpstow each of them, in marriage, ^th a 
portion of ten pounds of gold. But the splendid 
fortune of Eulalius had been consumed by fire; 
and the inventory of his goods did not exceed the 
trifling sum of five hundred and sixty-four pieces 
of gold^ A similaV* instance, in Grecian history, 
admonished the emperor of the honourable part 
prescribed for his imitation. He checked the self- 
ish murmurs of the treasury, applauded the con- 
fidence of his friend, discharged the legacies and 
debts, educated the three virgins under the eye 
of the empress Theodora, and doubled the mar- 
riage-portion which had satisfied the tenderness 
pf their father,"* The humanity of a prince (for 
princes cannot be generous) is entitled to some 
praise ; yet even in this act of virtue we may dis- 
cover the inveterate custom of supplanting the 
legal or natural heirs, which Procopius imputes 
to the reign of Justinian, His charge is supported 
|)y eminent names and scandalous examples; nei- 
ther widows nor orphans were spared ; and the 
art of soliciting, or extorting, or supposing testa- 
ments, was beneficially practised by the agents of 
the palace. This bfise and mischievous tyranny 
invades the security of private life ; and the mo- 
narch who has indulged an appetite for gain will 
30on be tempted to anticipate the moment of sue- 



^ A similar or more generous act of friendship is related by Lucian 
of Eudamidas of Corinth, (in Toxare, c. 22, 83, torn, ii, p. 530), and 
^e s^ory has produced an ingenious, though fveble, comedy of Fun- 
tenelle. ^ 
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c^s$ioii, to interpret wealth as an evid^ioeof guilty c h a?^ 
and to proceed, from the claim of inheritance, to ,,^J^^ 
the power of confiscation. VII. Among the forms 
of ra{HD£, a philosopher maybe permitted to name 
the conversion of pagan or heretical riches to the 
use of th^ faithful ; but in the time of Justinian 
this holy plunder was condemned by the sectaries 
alone, who became the victin^ of his orthodox 
avarice*'' 

Dishonour might foe ultimately reflected oathe the minis« 
character of Justinian ; but much of the guilty j^ilstufiwi. 
and still more of the profit, was intercepted by 
the ministers, who were seldom jH-omoted for 
their virtues, and not always selected for their 
tdlents/ The merits of Tribonian the questor 
will hereafter be weighed in the reformation of 
the Roman law ; but the economy of the East 
was subordinate to the pretorian prefect, and 
Procopius has justified his anecdotes by the 
portrait which he exposes in his public history^ 
of the notorious vices of John of Cappadocia.'^i John of 
His knowledge was not borrowed from the doc/a! 
schools,' and his style was scarcely legible ; but 

* John Malala, torn, ii, p. 101, 102, 103. 

J One. of these, Anatolius, perished in an earthquake — doubtless a 
judgment ! The complaints and clamours of the people in A^athias 
(I. V, p. 146, 1*7) are altaost an echo of the anecdote. The aliena 
pecunia reddenda of Corippus (1. ii, 381, &c.) is not very honourable 
to Justinian*s memory. 

■ See the history and character of J ohn of Cappadocia in Procopius* 
(Persic. 1. i. c. 24, 25; 1. ii, c. 30^ Vandal 1. i, c. 13. Anecdot. c. 2, 
17, 22). The agreement of the history and anecdotes te a mortal 
wound to the reputation of the prefect. 

* Ow yof aXX» vSfv it y^aftfietrtrns ^irm ifiahv •ri ufi ypafAfiura, x«i 
recvra xxku xxxots y^ot-^ati'^ forcible exiiression. 
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QBAT. he excelled in tiie powers of native genius, to 
. suggest the wbest counseb^ aad to find expedients 
in the most desperate situations. The corruption 
of his heart was equal to the vigour of his under- 
standing. Although he was suspected of magic 
aad pagan superstition, he appeared insensible to 
the fear of God or the reproaches of man ; aad 
his aspiring fortune was raised on the death of 
thousands, the poverty of millions, the ruin of 
cities, imd the desolation of provinces. Fit»n the 
dawn ol light to the moment of dinner^ he assi- 
duously laboured to enrich his master and Iiim^ 
self at the expence of the Roman world ; the 
remainder of the day was spent in sensual aad 
obscene pleasures,and the silent hours of the night 
were int^rupted by the perpetual dread of the 
Justice of an ftssatssin^ His abilities, perhaps bis 
vices, recommended him to the lasting friend- 
ship of Justinian: the emperor jrielded with reluc- 
tance to the fury of the people ; his victory was 
displayed by the immediate restoration of their 
enemy ; and they felt above ten years, under his 
oppressive administration, that he was stimulated 
by revenge, rather than instructed by misfortune. 
Their murmurs served only to fortify the reso- 
lution of Justinian ; but the prefect, in the in* 
solence of favour, provoked the resentment of 
Theodora, disdained a power before which every 
knee was bent, and attempted to sow the seeds of 
discord between the emperor aijd his beloved con- 
sort. Even Theodora herself was constrained to 
dissemble, to wait a favourable moment, and by 
an artful conspiracy to render John of Cappadocia 
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tifier acoompKce of his owa de$tructioo. At a chap* 
lime whea BelfanrhiA^ imless he kad been a hero, .^.^^^ 
muBk have shewn hisBself a rebei, his wife Anto^ 
ninat who enjoyed the secret confidence of the 
enoipressy oommunicated his feigned discontent to 
Euphemia, ths daughter of the parefect ; the cre« 
duloua virgin infiarted to h&r tathei ike di^-* 
geffou8.proJ6ct» and Joha» who might have known 
the vahie of oaths and promises, was tempted to 
accept anoetiumalv and afanost treasonable, inter-- 
view with the wife of Belisarius* An ambuscade 
of guards and eunuchs had been posted by the 
commaad of Tlieodora; tfaej rushed with drawn 
s^words to seize or punish the guilty mmister r 
he was saired by the fidelity of bis attradants; but 
instead of appealing to* a gracious sovafeign, who 
had fuivate^ wtimed him of his danger, he pusil- 
lanimously fled to the sanctuary of the church* 
The favoiurite of Justinian was sacrificed to conju^ 
gal tenc^ness or domestic tranquillity ; the con^ 
version of a prefect into a priest extinguished his 
ambitious hopes, but the friendship of the em- 
peror alleviated his disgrace, and he retained^ in 
the mild exile of Cyzicus, an ample portion of 
his riches. Such imperfect revenge eould not 
satisfy the unrelenting hatred of Theodora ; the 
murder of his old enemy, the bishop of Cyzicus, 
afforded a decent pretence ; and John of Cap- 
padocia, whose actions had deserved a thousand 
deatb^f was at last condemned for a crime of 
which he was innocent. A great rtiinister, who 
kad been iiivestecl with the honours of consul and 
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CHAP. '][>atriciau» was igfiomiaiouslj scourged like iixe 
^J^l ^ vilest of malefactors; a tattered cloak was the sole 
remnant (^ his fortunes ; he was transported in 
a bark to the place of his banishment at Anti- 
nopolis in Upper Egypt, and the prefect of the 
East begged his bread through the cities which 
had trembled at his name. During aa exile of 
seven years, his life was prolaracted and threatened 
by the ingenious cruelty of Theodora ; and when 
her death permitted the emperor to recal a serv- 
ant whom he had abandoned with regret, the 
ambition of John' of Cappadocia was reduced to 
the humble duties of the sacerdotal profession. 
His success<»'s convinced, the. subjects of Justi- 
nian» tbat the arts of oppression might still be 
improved by experience and industry; the frauds 
of a Syrian banker wiem introduced into the admi- 
nistration' <^ the finanoes ; and. the example of 
the prefect was diligratly copied by^the questor, 
the public and private treasurer, the governors 
of provinces, and the principal magistrates of the 
eastern empire.^ 
^s^t V- ^^^ edifices of Justinian were cemented 
architects, with the blood and treasure of his people ; but 
those stately structures appeared to announce the 
prosperity of the emjrire, and actually displayed 
the skill of their architects. Both the theory and 

*» The chronology of Procopius is loose and obscure ; but with the 
aid of Pagi, I can discern that John was appointed pretorian prefect 
of the East in the year 680; that he was removed in January 53$— 
restored before .June 533-^banlshed in 5il-.««iid, recalled between 
iune 548 and April 1, 549. Aleman. (p. 9^, 97) gives the list of his 
tea succcssorsr—a rapid series in a part <>£ a single reign. 
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)>r&ctice of the atts wljiich depend on mathematic- en ap« 
al science and. mechanical power, were cultivat- _^^r ^ . 
ed under the patrcmage of the emperors; the 
fame <rf Architnedes was rivalled by Pfoclus 
and Antheming; and if their miracles had beto 
related bjr intelligent spectators, they might now 
enlarge the speculations, instead of exciting the ^ 

distrust, of philosophers. A tradition has pre- 
railed> that the Roman fleet w^ reduced to 
ashes 'in the port of Sjrracuse by the burning-^ 
glasses of .Archimedes f and it is asserted that a 
similar expedient was employed by Proclus to 
destroy the Gothic vessels in the hatbpur of Con- 
stantinople, and to protect his i)en^factor Ana- 
stasius against the bold enterprise of Viialian."^ 
A machine wa:^ fixed on the walls of th^ city^ 
consisting of an hexagon mirror of polished brass, 
with many smaller and moveable polygons to re^ 
ceire and reflect the rays of the meridian sun ; 
and a consiiming flame was darted, to the dis- 
tance, perhaps, of two huhdred feet;^ The truth 

^ This con^agration is hinted by Lucian, Qn HipjAa, c. 2fj, and 
<^alen, (U iii, de temperamentis, torn, i, p. 81, edit Basil), in the se- 
cond century. A thousand years afterwards, it is jpositively affirmed 
by Zonaras, (1. ix, p. 434), on the faith of Dion Cassius, by Tzetzes« , 
(Chiliad ii» 119^ &c.)> Eustathius, dtd lUad £, p. S38), and the scho** 
liast of Lucian. See Fabricius, (Biblioit. Griec. L iii, 6. 22, torn, ii, 
p. 551, 552)^ to whom I am more or less indebted for several of these 
quotations. 

^ Zonaras Q. xiv, p. 55) affirms the fact, without Quoting any e* 
Yideiice. 

* Tzetzes describes the artifice of these buming-glasse^ which he 
had read, perhaps with no learned eyes» in a mathematieal treatifte of 
Anthemius. That treatise,' <nfi «r«p«)#$ivt. /Mi;^«/«f(/K«<r«rr, has been late<« 
ly published, translated, and illustrated, by M. Dupuys, a scholar 
and a mathematician, (MexQoires de TAcademie des Inscriptions, tatcU 
xlii, p. 392-451), 

VOL. VII. I 



c n A p. of tbese two extraordinary factsr is invalidated hj 
^*^!t^** the silence of the most authentic historians; and 
the use of burning-glasses was never adopted in 
the attack or defence of phices/ Yet the ad- 
mirable experiments of a French philosopher^ 
liave demonstrafed^the poss^Sity of such a mir- 
ror; and, since it is possible, I am more disposed 
, toattribule the art to^lie greatest mathematicians 
of antiquity, thaw Co give tfie mmt of the fiction 
to the idle fancy of a monk or a sophist. Ac- 
cording t0 another story ^ Pnidas appBed sulphur 
to the destruction of the Cfo^ic fleet ;? in a mo- 
dern imagination, the name of suljp&ttr is instant- 
ly connected with the suspicion of gun-powder, 
and that suspicion is propagated by the secret 
arts of his discipfe Anthemius.^ A citizen of 
Tralles in Asia had five sons^. who were all dis- 
tinguished in their respective professions by merit 
and success^ Olympius expelled in the know- 
ledge and practice of the Roman jurisprudence. 
Dioscorus and Alexander became- learned physi- 
cians ; but the skiif of the former was exercised 

' Tn the siege of Syracuse, By the silence of Polybius, Plutarch. 
Ibivy ; in tfie siege of Constantinople, by that of Marceltinus, and all 
the contemporaries of the vith century. 

« Without any previous knoi^'ledge of Tzetzes or Anthemius, the 
immortUL Buffon imagined and executed a set of burning-glasses, wirb 
which he ccmldinfltune planks at the distance of 800 feet, (Supple* 
nient a l^klst. Naturelle, torn* i, p. 389-483, quarto edition). What 
miracles would^nothis genius have performed for the public service*. 
with royal expcncc^and inthe strong, sun of Constantinople or S^ts- 
cnse ? 

*^ John Mvlalft (tom. ii« p. lSO-194) relates the fact : but he seems 
to confound the names or persons of Proclus and Marinus. 

* Agathias, 1. V, p. 14^*1^8. The merit of Ahthemlus as an at- 
chitect is loudly praised by Procopius, (de Edif* 1. i. c. 1), and Pan* 
Jus J^ilcntiarius, (part ij. 13V &S.), 



dt? Tiifi ROMAN tUfint. lis 

for the benefit of his fellow^citizelis, wliileJiis chap. 
more ambitidus brother acquired wealth and re- ^^J^ 
putation at ftomc* The fame of JVIetrodorusthe 
gramniarian, and of Atithemius the mathemati^ 
cian and architect, reached the ears of the emper* 
or Justiniaii> who invited them to Constantin- 
ople; and while the one instructed the rising ge- 
neration in the schools of eloquence* the other fill- 
ed the capital and provinces With more lasting 
monuments of his art* In a trifling dispute rela- 
tive to the walls or windows of their contiguous 
houses, he had been vanquished by the eloquence 
of his neighbour Zeno; but the orator was defeat-* 
ed in his turn by the master of mechanics, whose 
malicious, though harmless, stratagems, are dark« 
ly represented by the ignorance of Agathias. In 
a lower room, Anthemius arranged several ves- 
sels, or cauldrons of water, each of them covered 
by the wide bottom of a leathern tube, which rose 
to a narrow top, and was artificially conveyed a- 
mong the joists and rafters of the adjacent build-' 
ing. A fire was kindled beneath the^ cauldron; 
the steam of the boiling water ascended through 
the tubes ; the house was shaken by the efforts 
of imprisoned air, and its trembling inhabitants 
might wonder that the city was unconscious of 
the earthquake which they had felt. At another 
time, the friends of Zeno, as they sat at table, 
Were dazzled by the intolerable light which flash- 
ed in their eyes from the reflecting mirrors of 
Anthemius ; they were astonished by the noise 
which he produced from a collision of certain mi- 
nute and sonorous particles ; and the orator dc- 

12. 



116 THE DBCLINB AND FALL 

CHAP, clared, in tragic style, to thd senate, that a mere 
x^^mx mortal must yield to the power of an antagonist, 
who shook the earth with the trident of Neptune, 
and imitated the thunder and lightning ^f Jove 
himself. The genius of Anthemius and his col- 
league Isidore the Milesian, was excited And em- 
ployed by a prince^ whose taste for architecture 
had degenerated into a mischievous abd costly 
passion. His favourite aiichitects>submitted their 
designs and difficulties to Justinian, and discreet- 
ly confessed how much their laborious medita- 
tions were surpassed by the intuitive knowledge 
or celestial inspiration of an emperor, whose 
views were always directed to the benefit of his 
people, the glory of his reign, and the salvation 
of his soul.^ 
«^nlJ*aie '^^^ principal church, which was dedicated by 
church of the founder of Constantinople to St. Sophia, or 
the eternal ^wisdom, had been twice destroyed by 
ike ; after the exile of John Chrysostom, and 
during the Nika 6f the blue and green factions. 
No sooner did the tumult subside, than the Christ- 
ian populace deplored their sacrilegious rashness; 
but they might have rejoiced in the calamity^ had 
they foreseen the glory of the new temple, which 
at the end of forty days was strenuously undertak- 
en by the piety of Justinian.^ The ruins were 

k See Procopius, (de Edificiis, 1. i, c. 1« 2 ; ). u» c. 3). He related 
a coinoidence of dreams which supposes some fraud in Justinian or 
his architect. They both saw, in a vision, the same plan for stop- 
ping an inundation at Dara. A stone-quarry near Jerusalem Was re- 
vealed to the emperor, (I. v, c. 6) : an angel was tricked into the per- 
petual custody of St. Sophia, (Anonym, de Antiq. C. P. 1. iv, p. 70). 

1 Among the crowd of ancients and moderns who have celebrated 
the edifice of St. Sophia« I shall distinguish and loUow,«-«l. Pour 

origixwl 
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cleared ^way, a more spacious plan was described, chap. 
and as it required the consent of some proprietors *^* 
of ground, they obtained the most exorbitant terms 
from the eager desires and timorous conscience 
of the monarch. Anthemius formed the design, 
and his genius directed the hands often thousand 
workmen, whose payment in pieces of fin© silver 
was never delayed beyond the evening. The em- 
peror himself, clad in a linen tunic, surveyed 
each day their rapid progress, and encouraged 
their diligence by his familiarity, his zeal, ^ndhig 
rewards. The new cathedral of St. Sophi^ was 
consecrated by the patriarch, five years eleven 
months and ten days from the first foundation ; 
and in the midst of the solefmh festival, Justinian 
exclaimed with devout vanity, <* Glory be to€lp^, 
" who hath thought me worthy to accomplish so 
** great a work; I have vanquished thee, O Solot- 
** mon !"^ But the pride of the Roman Solomon, 

ori^nal spectatoiB and biatorianss Procopius,- (de JBdtfic. I. vc. 1); 
Ai^thias, (1. V, p. 15^, 153); Paul Silentiarius, (in a poem of 1036 
hexameters, ad calcem Annse Comnera. Alexiad.)» and Evdgrius,^ (I. 
iv, c. 31). 3. Two legendary Greelcs j>f a. later period: Gt<)rge Coi^ 
dinits, (d^ Ov^gin^ C. P. p. 64-i74>)9 and the a^onymoufi writer of .Ban- 
duri, (Imp. Orient, torn, i, L iv, p. 65-80). 3. The great Byzantine an- 
tiquarian, Ducatig^, (Comment, ad Paul Silentiar. p. 5^5^98; aaA 
C. P. Chri^ U'iSirp- ^76). 4, Two French tlrayellers-..4lie one, Fet&c 
Gyllhis^ (de Topograph. C. P. 1. ii» c 3, 4), i(n the xyith ; the other, 
Grelot, (Voyage de C. P. p. 95-164; Paris, 1680, in 4to) : he has' 
given phuis, prospects, .and inside-viewis of ^t. Sophia; and bi» 
plans, though on a smaller scale? appear n^pr? corrfict than those of 
Ducange. I have adopted and reduced the measures of Grelot : but 
as no (Christian can now ascend the dome, the height is borrowed from 
EvagFius, compared with GylUus, (vreaves, and the Oriental Geographer. 
9 Solomoa*s temple was surrounded with courts, portiQoes, &c. ^ 
Vut the proper structure of the house of God was no more (if we take 

' * ' tl^ 
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CH A P. befinre twenty years had elapsed, was humbled by 
^^ an earthquake, which overthrew the easiem part 
of the'dome. Its splendour was again restored by 
the perseyerance of the same prince ; and in the 
thtrty-tsixth year of his reign, Justinian celebrated 
the second dedication of a temple, which remains, 
after twelve centuries, a stately moaument of his 
faoie. The architecture of St. Sophia, which is 
now converted into the principal mo9ch, has been 
imitated by the Turkish sultans, and that vener- 
able pile continues to excite the fond admiration 
of the Greeks, and thi^ more rational curiosity of 
D^crip. European travellers^ The eye of the spectator is 
disappointedbyanirtegularprospectof half domes 
andshelving roofs : the western front, theprincipal 
approach, is destitute of simplicity and magnifi- 
cence: and the scHrle of dimensions has been much 
surpai^cd by several of the Latin cathedrals. But 
the architect who first erected an aerial cupola, is 
entitledtothepraiseof bolddesign and skilfiil exe- 
cution. The dome of St. Sophia, iHuminated by 
four-and-twenty windows, is formed with sosmall 
a curve, that the depth is equd only to one-sixth 
of its diameter ; the measure of thdt diameter is 
6ne hundred and fifteen feet,^nd thelofly centre, 
where a crescent has supplanted the cross, rises to 
the perpendicular height of one hundred and eighty 
feet above the pavement. The circle which en* 
compasses the dome, lightly reposes on four strong 

the Kg^^tian or Hebrew cubit at ^f inches) than 55 feet in lie^t, 
f^6j in breadth, and 110 in length-^a small parish^i^nrch, says Pri- 
Aeaux, (Connection, vol. i^p* l^* folio); but few agnctiuai^ ^oul4 
^e v^ua^. at four or fire millions sterling \ 
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ardies^ and.tbeir weight is finnly supported hy 
four massy pUes« whose strength is ^assisted on the 
northern und southern sides by four columns of 
Egyptian granite* A Greek cross, inscrilDQd in a 
quadrangle, represents the formof the edifice; the 
4exact bi-eadthistwo hnndredand forty-three feet* 
and two hundred and ^ty-nine nuiy be assigned 
for the e^i^eme length-from the sanciuaryla the 
cast to the nine wjestem doors which open intorthe 
vestibule^ and frem thence into the narthex^ or 
exterior portica That portico was the humble 
station of tine penitents. The nave or body xtf 
•thechureh was filled by the congregation of tlxe 
faitbfid; but the two ss^ces were prudently di$r 
tinguisfaed^ and the upper and lower galleries were 
^allotted for the smre private devotion of the wo^ 
men. Beyond the nartlieraand soMtbern pi)e$i a 
balustcade» terminatedottofdier »deity tbe tbrpn^ 
of the ^perw aad the patriarcd)* divided the 
nave fnom the choir 4 andljie space»^is.far as the 
Meps of the akar» was mceupiad by Hie ckrgy and 
singers. The altar Itsell^ a name whicb insen- 
sibly became famSiar to Obristiaaai ears, was 
placed in the eastern recess, jurtificially built in 
the form of a demi-cy Under; and this sanctuary 
comrtiunicated by several doors with the sacristy, 
the vestry^ the baptistery, and the contignous 
buildings, subservient either to the pomjy of 
worship, or the private uise of the ecclesiastical 
ministers. The memory of past calamities in- 
spired Justinian with a wise resolution, that Ao 
wood, except for tJie doors, should he admitted 
into the new edifice ; and <lie choice of the ma- 
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CHAP, terials wbs apjdled to the strength, the liglitD^s« 
^^!l^ or the splendour of the respective parts. The so- 
lid piles which sustained the cupola wece com- 
posed of huge blocks of freestone, hewn kito 
squares and triangles, fortified by circles of iron, 
and firmly cemented by the infusion of lead and 
quick lime : but the weight of the cupola was 
dtminisbsd by the levity of its substance, which 
consists either of pumice-stone that floats in 
the water, or of bricks from the isle of Rhodes, 
five times less ponderous than the. ordinary 
sort. The whole frame of the edifice was con- 
rtnicted of brick ; but those base materials were 
concealed by a crust of marble; and^the inside 
of St Sophia^ the cupola^ the two larger, and 
the sue smaJUer^ semi^omf s, the walk, the hua- 
dred'<t(ilumiis, and the pavement, dei^bt ^ven 
the eyes of bMbarians, with a rkh and variegat- 
MarUes. cd {Moturel A fK)et,i^ who beheld the ]H*imitive 
lustm 4»f St Sophia,' Jenumerates^^Uie cokMus, 
the shades, and the spots isf tenoi^ twelveoisuii^les, 
jaspers, and pdrpbyries, which nature had pro- 
fusely divevsified^ and which were blended and 
contrasted as H wereby a skit|ul painter, The tri- 

" Paul Silentiarjus, ^ 4ark an4 ]}oetU: language, describes the va- 
rious stones and marbles that were employed in the edifice of St. So* 
phU, ^» u, p* It^t 1SS» &«. te>:< 1. The Car;y«iMii^*-i)ale, wiOi iron 
veinB. S^Tbe 4!'Aiy£;*a«— oCtwo sorts, both ofaros;y}iue; theone witli 
a white shade, the other purple, with silver flowers. 3. The Porphyry 
cf Mgypt-^Hfiih small itarsi ^, ¥he green inmrSk of iUvcotta. ^5. The 
CVirum-*»4wvi ^ount laap^, with oblique veins, wliite ai|d red. 6. 
The JP^4i09i-r-pale, with a red -flower. 7- The AfrictM.or Mawriianian. 
—of a gold or saffron hue. 6. The Cetlto— bla<^k, with whitb veinsL 
/ S. The Botfikaria^ . . w hite, with Uack edges. Besides the /^recomiesum, 
"fvhich formed the pavement ;ithe ThtteaJUan^ Mo^oman, foe wl^ic^ 
are less distinctly painted. 
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um{]ii of Otrisf ^as aldorned '^titit the last ^poSShi cKafj 

of paganism, but^tbe greats part' 6f 'these costly .^^J^J;;;^ 

stones was extiiacted from th^ quSnrles of Asia 

Midof , the isles a6d c(MitineiAtiMF6Feece> ISgyptf 

Africa, and Oa»l.* «^ht cdhwffts of |)OJphyryi 

which Aurefiart ^a^ plai^ itt tli^ l^tnpl^ of th^e 

sun^ were oflfered'bj*' the 'piety of a Roman ikik^ 

teem ;eigfct others bfgfeen matbfi^ '^eJ'el-pi^^lftfed 

by the aUdbitious ^ea( ctf thfe ihagisWafes of Ephe^ 

sus' : both are adiDk'able by their tike ^Imd -beauty^ 

but «*wry oriet of ai^iteetitt^ tiSdJtfttl^ their 

fatitatftie capitals. A v^iety of ^^ATfi^mcMts ai^ 

figured was fcuriottsly expressed 4k toi^aid; and 

the ittia^s'of Christy of the Vii^n^ df'saiktsj 

dtid of axigels,WhiAbiiipe'b^ttd)gflb^ 

i^ifatttttiieism/ ^ilte dmgeftMsly ii^ilm^ to tlics 

ttipelfstiltoh of thi^' Orei^s; > ^Adeoi^ttitig to^ i^ 

^t^tf-^^eath di^je^, the p»iftcid^ irietals were 

dikrfbMed^lfli' thiri'leatres orofai icrfid mi^m: 

The^baltt^rkd^^fithe ihoir, th^'catrftids of the 

pHlar«b 'the ornameiits of ^e < dMrs^a^d g^H^liu; 

wew of gilt htmz&i the sp««ttftt»if«ra8 dazzled % 

the glittetittg ft^«6t^f the c«pote; 4*R^ Bmtctuary 

conta&ed forty thd^sand pouiid w^bi^ht oJPsilver; 

and the holy vases ^d Teitmentfi^ of thp' altar 

were of the puire^ gold, enriched 'wilh inesti^ 

maUe gems. B<9fore the structure ^ the cbarch 

had risen two cubits above the ^rmiftd, fbrty-» 

five thousand two hundred pounds were already 

consumed ; and the whole expenoe amounted Riches* 

to three hundred arid twenty thousand : each 

deader, according to the measure, of -his. belief, 

may estimate their value either in gold or silver i 



CHAP. Imt the ram of one imllidn sterMsg is the result 
^.!^Il^ of the lowest compuUtion. Aniagufkent temple 
is a laudable numument of nationfd taste and re- 
ligion, and' the enthusiast who entered the draie 
of St Sophia, might be tempted to suppose that 
it was th^ residence, or even die workmanship, 
of the Deity* Yet how dull is the arti^, how 
insifnificant is the labour, if it be compared 
with the formation of the vilest insect tliat 
crawls upon tbe crurface of the temple ! 
Churcii^ So mimite a description of an edifice which 
Palaces, time has reqpiected, may attest the truth, and 
excuse the relation of the innumerable works, 
both in the capita and provinces, wUch Justi* 
nian ccmstructed on a smaller scale and less dur- 
able foundations.* In Constantinople alone, and 
the a(|jacent sulmrbs, he. dedicate twenty^fiiie 
clMVches to tbe honour of Christ, the Viigin, 
'J ond the saints imost of Ui^se churches w^^ de- 
corated with matble and gold ; and their vArioos 
situation was skilfutly chosen in a populous 
square, or a {feasant grove; on the margin of 
^e sea^shore, or on some lo^y eminence whiek 
overlocjced the continents of Burope and Asia. 
The ehnrc;h of the Holy Apostles at Constantin* 
ople, and that of St. John at Epfaesus, appear 
to have been framed on the same model : their 
domes aspired to imitate tlie cupolas of St. Sophia; 
butthealtarwas more judicioualyplaced uoder the 

* The six books of theEdiftcet of Procopios Are thus distributed .-di-TlM 
J^«< is confined to Constantinople ; the iectrnd includes Mesopotaroit 
and Syria; the third, Armenia and the Euxine; i\ic fourth, Europe^ 
the Jl^ Asia Minor and Palestine ; the uixtk, Egjpt and Africa. Italv 
|s forgot by the emperor or the jiistorian, who published this work of 
lUlulation before the date (A. D. ^&) of its final conquest. 
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centre of the dome, at the junction of four state* chap. 
ly porticoes, w^liich more dccurately e^^pressed ^V 
the figure of the Greejc cro$s. The Virgin of 
Jerusalem might exult in tlie temple erected by 
her imperial votary on a most ungrateful spot, 
which afforded neither grpwd nor materials to 
the architect* A level, was formed, by raising 
part of a deep valley to the height of the moun* 
tain. The stoaes of a neighbouring quarry wert 
hewn into regular forms ; each block was filled 
on a peculMur oarri^ge, drawn by forty of the 
strongest oxen, and the roads were widened for 
the passage of such enormous weights. Lebs^ 
non fumi^.ied her loftiest cedars for the timbers 
of the church; and. the seasonable discovery of 
a vein of red marble, suppU^d its beautiful co^ 
lumns, two of which» the suppwters of the e^* 
terior portico, were esteemed t^e largest in the 
world. The pious munificence of the emptor 
was diffhsed over the Holy Land ; and if reason 
should condemn the monasteries of both sexes 
which were built or restored by Justinian, yet 
charity must apjdaud the wells which be sunk» 
and the hospitals which he founded, for the relief 
of the weary pilgrims. The scbismatical temper 
of Egypt was ill entitled to the royal bounty ; 
but in Syria and Africa some remedies were ap- 
plied to the disasters of wars and earthquakesi^ 
and both Carthage and Antiocb, emerging from , 
their ruins, might revere the name of their gra- 
cious benefactor.^ Almost every saint in the 
calendar acquired the honours of a temple; almost 

' iiMtiniiin olice gvf6 forty-five cetttenories of gold (180»(KK)L> 
for the repairs of Antloch after tke earthii.wik«, (Joba Maluli^ torn* il. 
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CHAP, every rity of the empire obtained the solid ad- 
J ^ l^^ ^ vantages of bridges, hospitals, and aqueducts; 
but the severe liberality of the monarch disdain- 
^ to indulge his subjects in the popular hixuiy 
of baths and theatres. While Justinian laboured 
for the public service, he was not unmindful of 
his own dignity and ease. The Byzantine pfilace, 
which had been damaged' by the conflagration, 
w«9 restored witii new magnificence ; and some 
notion may be conceived of the v/fucAe edifice, by 
the vestibule or Mi, which, iHrom the doors per- 
haps, or the roof, was sumamed oAofce, or the bra- 
zen. The dome of a spacious quadrangle was sup- 
ported by mlBissy pillars; the pavement and walls 
wete incrusted with many-coloui;ed marbles — 
the emetald greenof L9Conia,the fieryred,and the 
wHite Phrygian stone intersected with vein& of a 
&ea-green hue i thcf mosaic paintings of the dome 
and ^dies represented the glc^iesof the Africanand 
Italian triumphs. Oi^ the Asiatic s^ore of the Pro- 
pontis, at a small distance to the east of Chalce- 
don,' the costly palace and gardens of Heraeum'^ 
wiei^ prepared for the summer residence of Justi- 
nian, and more espeeially of Theodora, The poets 
of the age have celebrated the rare alliance of 
nature and art, the harmony of the nymphs of the 
groves, the fountains^ and the waves; yet the crowd 
•f attendants who followed the court complained 
^f their inconvenient lodgings,*" and the nymphs 

'i For the Hcrsum, the palace of Theodora, seeOylKus, (de Bosphoro 
Thracio, L iii, c. zi) ; Alecnaji. (Not. ad Anecdpt. p. SP, 81, who quotes 
several epigram^ of the Anthology), and Ductnge, (C. P. Christ. I. iv, 
c. 13, p. 175, 176). ' • . • 

« Compere, in the Edifices, <1. i, c.ll), and in the Anecd6tes, (c. 8, 
W»), the ^iilVrent itjletf of«|[iQlation and naleriolence : stripC of thq 
paint, n cleanKd from|^.he dirt, the object appears to be t|ifr M^ifit, 
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"Were too often alarmed by the famous Porphyrio, c h a ft 
a whale of ten cubits in breadth, and thirty in ^^ 
length, who was stranded at the mouth of the 
river Sangaris, after he had infested more than 
half a century the seas of Constantinople/ 

The fortifications of Europe and Asia were mul* Fortific*. 
tiplied by Justinian ; but the repetition of those jsuro^. 
timid and fruitless precautions exposes to a philo* 
sophic eye the debility of the empire,* From 
Belgrade to the Euxine^ from the coaiflux of the 
Save to the mouth of the Danube, a chldn of a« 
bo ve fourscore fortified places was extended along 
the banks of the great river. Single watch-towets 
were changed into spaciouscitadels; vacant walls, 
which theengineers contracted orenlargedaccord- 
ing to the nature of the ground, were filled 
with colonies or garrisons; a strong fortress de^ 
fended the ruins of Trajan's bridge,"* and several 
military stations a^ected to spread beyond tl)eDa<* 

• Procopius, 1. viii, 29 ; most probably a stranger and wanderer, 
as the Mediterranean does toot breed whiles. Balaehte qubque iri 
nostra maria penetrant, (Pfin, Hiet. Natun ix, 2). " Between the 
polar circle and the tropic^ the cetaceous animals of the ocean grow 
to the length of 50, 80, or 100 feet, (Hist, des Voyages, tohi. xv, p. 
2894 Pennant's British Zoology, voL lli, p. 35). 

^ Montesquieu observes (torn, iii, p. 503> Considerations «Qr la 
Grandeur et la Decadence des Ilomair.s, c. xx) that Justinian's em- 
pire was like France in the time of the Norman inroads— never 86 
weak as when every village was fortified. 

" Procopius affirms, (I. iv, c 6), that the Danube was stopped fay 
the ruins of the bridge. Had Apolodorus, the architect, left a de* 
scription of his own work, the fabulous wx)nders of Dion Cassius (1. 
Ixviii, p. 1129) would have been corrected by the genuine picture* 
Trajan's bridge consisted of twenty or twenty-two stone piles %vith 
wooden arches ; the river is shallowg the current gentle, and the whole 
interval no more than 443 (Reimaf ad Dion, from MarsigZi) or 515 
tWfM, (d'AnviUe (jleographie Ancienne, torn, iy p. 305). ^ 
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CHAP, nube the pride of the Roman name. But that 
^^^^ name was divested of its terrors; the barbarians, 
in their annual inroads, passed, and contempti^ 
ously repassed, before these useless bulirarks; 
find the inhabitants of the frontier, instead of 
reposing underHhe shadow of the general defence, 
were compelled to guard, with incessant vigil- 
ance, their separate habitations. The solitude 
of ancient cities was replenished ; the new found- 
ations of Justinian acquired, perhaps too hastily, 
the epithets ot impregnable and populous ; and 
the auspicious place of his own nativity attract- 
ed the grateful reverence of the vainest of princes. 
Under the neime efJustinianaprima^ the obscure 
village of Tauresium became the seat of an arch- 
bishop and a prefect, whose jurisdiction extend- 
ed over seven warlike provinces of Illyricum,'' 
and the corrupt appellation of Ghistendil still 
indicates^ about twenty miles to the south of So- 
phia, the residence of a Turkish sanjak/ For 
the use of the emperor*s countrymen,^ a cathe- 
dral, a palace, and an aqueduct, were speed- 
ily constructed ; the public and private edifices 
were adapted to the greatness of a royal city ; 
and the strength of the walls resisted, during the 
lifetime of Justinian, the unskilful assaults of the 

* Of the two Dacias, Jtfedi^tfrafiea end Rlptmh^ Dardattla, P)rS' 
vaHtana, the second Mftsia, and the second Macedouia. See Justi- 
nian, (Novell. xl)« who speaks of his cantles beyond the Danube, ao4 
of homines semper bellicis sudorlbus inharentes. 

' See d*AfivUle, (Memoires de TAcademie, &c. torn, xxxi, p. 299, 
290); Rycaut,<Present'State of the Turkish Empire, p. 97^ 316); 
MarsSgli, (Stato Militare del Imperio OttOmano, p. I30> Hie son- 
jack of Giust«ndil is one of the twenty under the beglerbeg of Run:e< 
lia» and his district miiintains 48 ztAma and 688 Imanoto. 
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Hffns and Sclaronians. Their progress was some- chap. 
times retarded, and their hopes of rapine were dis- ,., ^ ,V,^, 
appointed, by* the innumerable castles, which, in 
the provinces of Dacia, Epirus, Thessaly,. Mace- 
donia, and Thr^e, appeared to cover the whole 
face ^ef the country. Six hundred of these forts 
were built or repaired by the emperor : but it 
seems reasonable to believe, that the far greater 
part consisted only of a stone or brick tower, in 
the midst of a square or circular area, which wasr 
surrounded by a watl and ditch, and afforded in a 
moment of danger some protection to the peasants 
and cattle of the neighbouring villages/ Yet 
these military works, which exhausted the public 
treasure, could not remove the just apprehensions 
of Justinian andrhisEuropean subjects. The warm 
baths of Aachiahis in Thrace were renderedas safe 
as they were sahitary ; but therich pastures of Thes* 
salonicawerefocaged by the Scythian cavarly ; the 
delicious vahe of Tempe, three bimdred miles from 
theDunube, was continually alarmed by the sound 
of war;* ^nd no unfortifieid spot, however distant 
or solitary, could securely enjoy the blessings of 
peace. The streights of Thermopylae, which 
seemed to protect, but which hadsooftenbetrayed, 
the safety of Greece, were diligently strength- 

* These fortifications may be compared to the castles in Mingrelia, 
(Chardin, Voyages eii Perse, torn, i, p. 60, ISl) — a nfttural picture. 

* The valley of Tempe is situate along the river Peneus, between 
the hills of Ossa and Olympus : it is only live miles long, and in some- 
places no more than 120 feet in breadth. Its verdant beauties are 
€legantly described by PHny, (Hist. Natur. 1. iv, 15),. and. more dif- 
fusely by ^lian, (Hist. Var, 1. iii, c i). 
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CHAF. ened by the labours of Jti^tinian. From the ed^ 
of the sea-shore,, through the forest and valleys, 
and as far as the summit of the Thessalian moun- 
tains^a strongwallwas continued, which occupied 
every practicable entrance. Instead of an hasty 
crowd of peassmts, a garrison of two thousand sol- 
diers was stationed along the rampart; griducriesof 
com, and reservoirs of water^ were provided for 
their use ; and by a precaution that inspired the 
cowardice which it foresaw, convenient fortresses 
were erected for their retreat. The walls of Co- 
rinth, overthrownby an earthquake, and themoul- 
deringbulwalrks of Athens and Plataea, were care- 
fully restored ; the barbarians werediscouraged by 
the prospect of successive and painful-sieges; and 
the nak/ed cities of Peloponnesus were covered by 
the fortifications of the isthmus of Corinth. At 
the extremity of Europe, another peninsula, the 
Thracian Chersonesus^ runs three days journey 
into the sea, to form, with the adjacent shores of 
Asia^ the straits of the Hellespont. The inter- 
vals between eleven populous towns were filled by 
lofty woods, fair pastures, and arable lands: and 
the isthmus^ or thirty-seven stadia or furlongs^ bad 
been fortified by a Spartan general nine hundred 
years before the reign of Justinian.^ In an age 
of freedom and valour, the slightest rfuqpart may 
prevent a surprise; and Procopius appears insen- 
sible of the superiority of ancient times, while he 

^ Xenophon Hellenic. 1. tii, c. 2. After a long and tedious con- 
versation with the Byzantine declaimers, how refreshing is the truth, 
the simplicity, the elegance, of an Attic writer I 
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t>raise!i the solid construction and double parapet chap. 
of a wall, whose long arms stretched on either ^^^^[^^ 
side iilto the sea; but whose strength was deemed 
insufficient to guard the Chersonesus,if each city, 
and particularly Galipqli and Sestus, had not 
been secured by their peculiar fortifications* The 
long wall, as it was emphatically styled, was a 
work as disgraceful in the object,as itwasrespect- 
able in the execution. The riches of a capital 
diffuse themselves over the neighbouring country, 
and the territory of Constantinople^ a paradise of 
nature^ was adorned with the luxurious gardens 
and villas of the senators and opulent citizens: 
But their wealth servedonly toattracttheboldand 
rapadous barbarians; the noblest of the Romans, 
in the bosom of peaceful indolence, Mgere led aw^y 
into Scythian captivity, and their sovereign might 
view, from his palace, the hostile flames which 
were insolently spread to the gates of the imperial 
city. At the distance only of forty miles, Ana- 
stasius was constrained to establish a last frontier ; 
his long wall, of sixty milesirom the Propontis to . 
the Euxine, proclaimed the impotence of his arms; 
and as the danger became more imminent, new 
fortificatiohfi Were added by the indefatigable pru- 
dence of Juistinian*^ 

Asia Minor^ after the submission of the Isau*.«eearitTof 
tians,** remained without enemies and without the con* 

quest of 
' See the long wall in Evtfgrius* (1. iv, c. 3S). This whole article is Isauria. 

4rawn ttom the fourth book of the Edifices, except Ancbialus, (1. iii» 

c. 7). 
^ Turn back to vol. i, p. 454. In the course of this history, I have 

Sometimes mentioned, and much oftener slighted, the hasty inroad^ 

of the Isaurians, which were not attended with any conseqnencefe/ 

VOL. VII. K 
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CHAP, fortifications. Those bold savages^ who had <iis- 
dained to be the subjects of Galienus^ persisted 
two hundred and thirty years in a life of inde- 
pendence and rapine. The most successful princes 
respected the strengthof the mountains and the de- 
spair of the natives; their fierce spirit was some- 
times soothed with gifts, and sometimes restrained 
by terror; and a military count, with three legions, 
fixed his permanent and ignominious station in the 
heart of the Roman provinces.*' But no sooner 
was the vigilance of power relaxed or diverted^ 
than the light-armed squadrons descended from 
the hills, and invaded the peaceful plenty of Asia. 
Although the Isaurians were not remarkable for 
stature or bravery, want rendered them bold, and 
experience ndade them skilful in the exercise of pre- 
datory war. Theyadvancedwith secrecy andspeed 
to the attack of villages and defenceless towns; | 
their flying parties have sometimes touched the j 
Hellespont, the Euxine, and the gates of Tarsus, 
Antioch, or Damascus ;' and the spoil was lodged 
in their inaccessible mountains, before the Roman 
troops had received their orders, or thedistant pro- 
vince had computed its loss., The guilt of rebel- 
lion and robbery excluded them from the rights 
of national enemies; and the magistrates were in- 
structed )jy an edict, that the trial or punishment 
of an Isaurian, even on the festival of Easter, was 

* Trebellius PoUio in ^ist. August, p. 107, who lived under Dio- 
cletian, or Constantine. See likewise Pancirolus ad Not Imp. Ori- 
ent, c. 115, 141. See Cod. Theodos. 1. iz. tit 35, leg. 37, with a co* 
pious collective Annotation of Goderroy, torn, iii, p. 256, 257. 

' See the full and wide extent of their inroads in Philostorgiu5, 
i^Hist EccUs. L si, c. S), with Qoddroj't learntd Dissertations. 
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a meritdrious act of justice and piety.^ If the chaP. 
Captives were condemned todomesticslaveiy, they 
maintained. With iheirsWordofdagger, the private 
quarrel of their masters i iand it was found expe-* 
dient foi" the public tranquillity, to prohibit the 
iservice of such dangerous retainers. When theif 
countryman Tarcalissaeus or Zeno ascended the 
throne^ he invited a faithful and formidable band 
ofIsanriaas» who insulted thi^ court and city, and 
were rewarded by an annual tribute of five thou« 
sand pounds of gold^ fiut the hopes of fortune 
depopulated the mountains, luxury enervated the 
hardiiiess of their minds and bodies^ and in pro^ 
portion as they mixed with mankind, they became 
less qualified for the ehjoyment of poor and soli* 
tary freedom. After the death of Zeno, his suc-^ 
cessor Anastasius suppressed their pensions, ex* 
posed their persons to the i'evenge of the people^ 
banished them from Constantinople, ahd prepared 
to sustain a war, which left only the altemative 
of victory or servitude* A brother of the last 
empei*or usurped the title of Augustus t his cause 
was powerfully supported by the arms, the trea* 
sures, aiid the magazines, collected by Zeno ; and' 
the native Isaurians must have formed the smalU 
est portion of the hundred and fifty thousand 
barbarians under his standard, which was sanc- 
tified, for the first time, by the presence of a 
fighting bishop< l^heir disorderly numbers were 
vanquished in the plains of Phrygia by the vn^ 

9 Cod* Justinian. L ix, tit* 12, leg. 10. The punishments afe sevete 
-HI fine of an hundred pounds of gold, degradation, «nd even destfi. 
The public peac« m^ht aflbrd a xyretehce, but SSeno w^s detitovt iff 
monopolizing the valour and servioe of the Isauriaai. 

k2 
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lour and discipline of the Goths ; but a war of 
six years almost exhausted the courage of the 
emperor.*" The Isaurians retired to their nioun- 
. tains *i their fortresses were successively besieged 
and ruined ; their dommunication with the sea 
was intercepted ; the bravest of their leaders 
died in arms; the surviving chiefs, before their 
execution^ wcrd dragged in chains through the 
hippodrome } a colony of their youth was trans- 
planted into Thrace, and the rdmhant of the 
people submitted to the Roman government. Yet 
some generations elapsed before their minds were 
reduced to the level of slavery. The populous vil- 
lages of mount Taurus were filled with horsemen 
and archers ; they resisted the imposition of tri- 
butes, but they recruited the armies of Justinian; 
and his civil magisti^ates, the proconsul of Cappa- 
* docia^ the count of Isauria, and the pretors of 
Lycaonia and Pisidia^were invested with military 
power to restrain the licentious practice of rapes 
and assassinations.^ 
f ortuka. If we extend our view from the tropic to the 
empire.^ * fuouth of thcTanals, we may observe on one hand, 

* The I$aurlan war and the triumph of Anastasius are briefly ani 
darkly represented by John Malala, (torn. ii,p. 106» 107) ; Evagrius» 
(t.iii, c. 35); Theophanes, (p. 11S.120), and the Chronicle of Mar. 
cellinus. 

* Fortes ea regio (says Justinian) viros habet, nee in uUo diffint ab 
Isauria, though l^rocopius (Peifsic. I. i, c 16) marks an essential 
difference between their miliary character t yet in former times the 
Lycaonians and Pisidians had defezided their liberty against the great 
king, (Xenophon. Anabasis, 1. iii, c. S). Justinian introduces some 
false ai)4. ridiculous erudition of the ancient empire of the Pisidians. 
«nd of Lycaon, who, after visiting Rome, Uong before .£iieas), gav? 

■^ name and people to Lyoaonia, (Novell. 24, 25, ?7| 30). 
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the precautions of Justinian to curb the savages chap. 
of jlithiopia»^ and on the other, tl\e long walb ,^_,,^ 
which he constructed in Crimsea for the protec- from tke 
tion of his friendly Goths, a colony of three tbTpenUn 
thousand shepherds and warriors.* From that ^^**«'- 
peninsula to Trebizond, the eastern curve of the 
£uxine was secured by forts> by alliance, or by 
religion : and the possession of Lazica, the Colt ^ 
chos of anci^it^ the Mingrelia of modern, geo-> 
graphy, soon became the object of an important 
war* Trebizond, in . after-times the seat. of a 
romantic empire, was indebted to the liberality 
of Justinian for a church, an aqueduct, and a 
castle, whose ditches are hewn in the solid rock. 
From that maritime city, a frontier-line of five 
hundred miles may be drawn to the fortress of 
Circesium, the last Roman station on the Euph* 
rates."" Above Trebizond immediately, and five 
days journey to the south, the country rises in- 
to dark forests and craggy mountains, as savage, 
though not so lofty, as the Alps and the Pyrenees, 

^ See t*iocopius, Persic. 1. i, c. 19. The ahaV oif naliohal concord, 
uf annual sacrifice and oaths, which Diocletian had erected in the isl6 
6f Klephantinci was demolished h^ Justinian with less policy than zeal. 

' Procoplus de Edificiis, I. iii, c. 7. Hist. ). viii, c. 3, 4. These un- 
ambitious Goths had refused to jpllow the standard oF Th'(&o'doric. As 
late as the xvth and xvith century, the rtamd anti natibh might be 
discovered between Caffa and the straits of Azoph, (d*Anville Mc- 
moires de I'^cademie, torn, xxx, p. 240). They well deserved the 
curiosity of Busliequius, (p. 321-326) ; but seem to have vanished in 
the more recent account of the Missions du Levant, (torn, i), Tott, 
Peyssonel, &c. 

. " For the geography and architecture of this Armenian border, see 
the Pereian Wars and Editiccs (1. ii, c. 4-7 ; 1. iii, c. 2-T) of Pro* 
copTus. 
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CHAP. In Ais rigoroiis dimate,'' where the snows aeldoin 
^^ ^ melt, the fruits are tardy and tasteless'; even 
honey is poisonous; th^ most indostrious tillage 
vouM be confined to some pleasant yalleys ; and 
the pastoral tribes obtained a scanty sustenance 
jfrom the jQesh an4 milk of their cattle, The 
Chalybians'' derived their name and temper 
from the iron quality of the soil ; and, since 
the days of Cyrus, they might produce, un- 
der the various appellations of Cbaldseaqs and 
Zanians, an uninteirupted prescription' of wsu* 
and rapine. Under the reign of Justinian, they 
acknowledged the God and the emperor c^ the 
Romans, and seven fortresses were built in the 
most accessible passes, to exclude the ambition 
of the Persian monarch.'' The principal source 
of the Euphrates descends from the Cbs^lybian 

* The couQtry is defcrited by Tounwfort, (Voyage au lierant* torn. 
iU» lettre z-vii, xyiii). That skilfUl botanist soon discovered the plant that 
infects the honey, (Plin. xxi, 44, 45). He observes, that the soldiers 
of LucuUtis might indeed be astonished at the cold, since, even in the 
plain of Erzerum, si^ow sometimes falls in June, and |fae harvest is 
seldom finished before September. The hijlls of Ai'inenia are below 
the fortieth degree of latitude ; but in the mountainous country vchich 
I inhabit, it is well known that an ascent of some hours carries the 
traveller from the climate of Languedoc to that of Norway, and a 
general theory has been introduced, that under the line, an elevation 
of 2,400 touea is ec^uivalent to the cold of the polar circle, (Remond, 
Observations sur les Voyages de Coxt dans la Suisse, torn, ii, p. 104> 

* The identity or proximity of the Chalybians, or Chaldsans, may 
be inyestigated in Strabo, (I. xii, p. 825, S26) ; Cellarius, Geogrq>b. 
Antiq. torn, ii, p. 2P2>204), and Freret, (Mem. de l*A<;|idttmie« torn. 
U, p. 5H). Xeoophon supposes, in his romance, (Cyropsed. 1. iii), 
the same barbarians against whom he had fought in his retreat, (Ana- 
btaU, ]«iv). 

9 Proco|)ius, Persia. 1. i, c. 13. P^ Edlfic. I. iii, c. 6. 
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mountains;, and seems to flow towards the west chap. 
and the Euxine ; bending to the BOuth-west» the ^^ 
riv^r passes under the walls of Satala and Meli* 
tene» (whk^ w^re restored by Justinian as the 
bulwarks of the Lesser Armenia), and gradually 
approaches the Mediterranean sea ; till at length, 
repelled by mount Taurus,'^ the Euphrates in* 
clines his long and flexible course *to the south- 
east smd the gulph of Persia, Among the Roman 
cities beyond the Euphrates, we distinguish two 
recent foundations, which were named fnHnTheo^ 
dosius, and the relics of the martyrs ; and two 
capitals, Amida and Edessa, which are celebrated 
in the history of every age. Their strength wiss 
proportioned, by Justinian, to the danger of their 
situation. A ditch and palisade might be suffi- 
cient to resist the artless force of the cavalry of 
Scy thia ; but more elaborate works were required 
to sustain a regular siege against the arms and 
treasures of the great king. His skilful engineers 
understood the methodsof conductingdeepmines, 
and of raising platforms to the level of the ram- 
part: he shook the strongest battlements with 
his military engines, and sometimes advanced to 
the assault with a line oif moveable turrets on the 
backs of elephants. In the great cities of the 
East, the disadvantage of space, perhaps of posi- 
tion, was compensated by the zeal of the people, 
who secondled the garrison in the defence of their 
country and religion ; and the fabulous promise 

^ Ni Taurus obstet in nostra maria veuturus, (Pomponius Mela, iu» 
^)* Pliny, a poet as well as a naturalist, (v, SO), personifies ti^e river 
and mountain, and describes their combat. See the coui'se of the 
'Tigris and Euphrates, in the excellent treatise of d*Anvilie. 



189 TUB DECLIKB AND FALL 

CHAP. <rf*tfae Son of God^ that Edessa should never be 
^ ^^^^ taken, filled the citizens with violent confidence! 
and chilled the besiegers with doubt and dLi- 
may/ The subordinate towns of Armenia and 
Mesopotamia were diligently strengthened^ and 
the posts which appeared to have any command 
of ground or water, were occtipied by 'numerous 
forts, substantially built of Atone, or more hastily 
erected with the obvious materials of earth and 
brick. The eye of Justinian investigated eveiy 
spot ; and his cruel precautions might attract the 
war into some lonely vale, whose peaceful natives, 
connected by trade and marriage, were ignorant 
of national discord and the quarrels of princes. 
Westward of the Euphrates, a sandy desert ex- 
tends above six hundred miles to the Red Sea. 
Nature had interposed a vacant solitude between 
the aml»tion of two rival empires : the Arabians, 
till Mahomet arose, were formidable only as rob- 
bers : and, in the proud security of peace, the for- 
tifications of Syria were neglected on the mo^t 
vulnerable side. 
?er*ozJ!f ^^^ ^^^ national enmity, at least the effects of 
king of that enmity, had been suspended by a truce, 
A!D.*i88. whidi continued above fourscore years. An am- 
bassador from the emperor Zeno accompanied 
the rash and unfortunate Perozes, in his expedi- 
tion against the Nepthalites or White Huns, whose 

* Procopius (Persic. L ii, c« 12) te}ls the story with the tone half 
sceptical, half superstitious i of Herodotus. The promise was not in the 
primitive lie of Eusebius, but dates at least from the year 400 ; and 
a third lie, the Feroitica, was soon ndskd on the two former, 
(Evagrius, L iv, e. 27). As Edessa JUu been taken, Tillemont nv9l 
lUsclaim the promise, (Mem. Eccles. torn, i, p. 3S2, 383, 617). 
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conquest had been stretched fitnn the Casq[iian te chap. 
the heart of India, whose throne was enriched ^^ 
with emeralds/ and whose cavah*y wa9 supported 
by a line of two thousand elephants.^ The Per- 
sians were twice circumvented, in a situation 
which made valour useless and flight impossible; 
and the double victory of the Huns was achieved 
by xnilUary stratagem. They dismissed their royal 
captive after he had submitted to adore the ma^' 
jesty of a Imrbarian ; and the. humiliation was 
poorly evaded by the casuistical subtility of the 
Ma^i, who instructed Perozes to direct bis inten^ 
tion to the rising sun. The indignant successor of 
Cyrus forgot his danger and his gratitude ; he re^ 
newed the attack with headstrong fury, and lost 
both his army and his life," The death, of 

* They were purchased from the merchants of Adulis who traded to 
India, (Cosmas, Topograph. Christ. 1. xi, p. 33&) ; yet, ih the estimate 
of precious stones, the Scythian emerald vaa the first, the Bectxiaath^ 
second, the iEthioplan only the third, (HiU*s Theophrastus, p. 61^ 
&c. 92). Tlie production, mines, &c. of emeralds, are involved iii 
darkness ; and it is doubtful whether we possess any of tiie tveWe 
sorts known to the ancients, (Goguet. Origine des Lotx, ' &p. part ii, 
1. ii, c. 2, art. 3). In this war the Huns got, or at least Perozes lost, 
the finest pearl in the world, of which Procopius relates a ridiculoup 
fable. 

* The Indo-Scyth^e continued to reign frpm the time of Augustus 
iDionys. Pericget. 1088, with the Commentary of Eu&tathius,Hn Hud- 
son, Geograph. Minor, torn, iv) to that of the elder Justin, (Cosoo^Si 
Topograph. Christ. 1. xi, p. 338, 339). On their origin and con* 
quests, see d'Anville, (sur Tlnde, p. 18, 45, &c. C9, 85, 89). Ii| 
the second century they were masters of Larice or Guzerat. 

^ See the fate of Phirouz or Perozes, and its consequences, in Proi* 
copius, (Persic. 1. i, c. 3-6), who may be compared with the frag- 
ments of oriental history, (d*Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient p. 351, ap4 
Texeira, History of Persia, translated or abridged by Stevens, ]* i^ 
c. 32, p. 132-138). The chronology is ably asceitaiiied by AssemftPi 
(Bibliot. Orient, tom. iii, p. 39G-427). 
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Poroses abandoned Persia to her foreign and do* 
mestic enemies ; and twelve years of confosioD 
elapsed before his son Cabades or Robad could 
ThePeni* embrace any designs of ambition or irevenge. 
a! d?509- ^^^ unkind parsimony of Anastasius was the mo- 
^^ t tive or pretence of a Roman war ; ^ the Huns and 
Arabs marched undier the Perdan standard, and 
the fortifications of Armenia and Mesopotamia 
were, at that time, in a ruinous or imperfect con- 
dition. The emperor returned his thanks to the 
governor and people of Martyropolis, for the 
prompt surrender of a city which could not be 
successfully defended, and the conflagraticm of 
Theodosiopolis might justify the conduct of their 
jHiident neighbours. Amida sustained a long 
and destructive siege : at the end of three nuHiths 
the loss of fifty thousand of the soldiers of Ca- 
bades was not balanced by any prospect of suc- 
cess, and it was in vain that the M^ deduced a 
flattering prediction from the indecency, of the 
women on the ramparts, who had revealed their 
most secn-et charms to the eyes of the Assailants. 
^t length, in a silent night, they ascended the 
most accessible tower, which was guarded only 
by some monks, oppressed, after the duties of a 
festival, with sleep and wine. Scaling ladders 
were applied at the dawn of day; the presence of 
Cabades, his stern command, and his drawn 
sword, compelled the Persians to vanquish ; and 

* The Persian war, under the reigns of Anastasius and Justin, may 
be 'Collected from Procopiug, (Persic. 1. i, c. 7, 8, 9 ; Theophanes, (in 
Chronograph, p. 124-12T) ; Evagrius, (1. iii, c. 37) ; Marcellinus, (in 
Chron. p. 47), and Josue Stylites), (apud Asseman. torn, i, p. 27?- 
291): 
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before it was sheathed) fourscore thousand of the chap. 
inhabitants had expiated the Mood of their com* 
panions. After the siege of Amida, the war 
continued three years, and the unhappy frontier 
tasted the full measure of its calamities. Th^ 
gold of Anastasius was offered too late, the num« % 
ber of his troops was defeated by the number of 
their generals ; the country was stripped of it^ 
inhabitants, and both the living and the dead werb 
abandoned to the wild beasts of the desert. The 
resistance of Edessa, and the deficiency of spoH; 
inclined the mind of Cabades to peace ; he soM 
his conquests for an exorfaitEmt price : and the 
same line, though marked with slaughter and 
devastatJOD, still sqmrated the two empires. To 
avert tiie repetition of the same evils,^ Anastasius 
resolved to found a new colony, so strong, that 
it should defy the power of the Persian, so far ad« 
vanced towards Assyria, that its stationary troops 
might defend the province by the menace or 
6pemtion of offensive war. For this purpose, the Foirtwca- 
town of Dara,^ fourteen miles from Nisibis, and Dara. 
four days journey from the Tigris, was peopled 
and adorned; the hasty works of Aiiastasius were 
improved by the perseverance of Justinian ; and 
without insisting on places less important, thefor^ 
tifications of Dara may represent the military 
architecture of the age. The city was surrounded 
with two walls, and the interval between them of , 

' The description of Dara is amplj and correctly given by ProCo- 
pius, (Perdic. 1. i, c. 10; 1. ii, c^ 13. De Edific. 1. ii, c. 1, 2, 3 ; 1. iii, 
c. 5). See the gituation in d'Anville, d'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 53, 
H 55^ though he teems to double the interval between Dara an4 
NUihi^ 
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CHAP, fifty pace8» afforded a retreat to the cattle ofXU 
^^^^ besieged. The inner wall was a monament of 
strei^h andbeduty: it measured sixty Xeet from 
the ground^ and the height of the towers was one 
hundred feet; the loop-holes, from whence an 
i enemy might be annoyed with missile iveapons, 
Were small, but numerous: the soldiers were 
planted along the rampart, under the shelter of 
double galleries, and a third platform, spacious 
and secure, was raised on the summit of the 
towers. The exterior wall appears to ha^e been 
less lofty, but more solid ; and each tower was 
protected by a quadrangular bulwark* A hard 
rocky soil resisted tb^ tools of the min^s^ and on 
the south-east, whei^e the grcMund was more tract- 
able, their a{q[>roach was retarded by a new work, 
which advanced in the shape of an balf-moon. 
The double and treble ditches wtre tilled with a 
stream of water ; and in the management of the 
river, the most skilful labour was employed to 
supply the inhabitants, to distress the besiegers^ 
and to (Nrevent the mischiefs of a natural or arti- 
ficial inundation. Dara continued more than sixty 
years to fulfil the wishes of its founders, and to 
provoke the jealousy of the Persians^ who inces* 
santly complained, thttt this impregnable fortress 
had been constructed in manifest viblatigai of the 
treaty of peace between the two empires^ 
Between the Euxine and the Caspian, the 
'^riva countrias of Cholchos, Iberia, and Albania, are 
intersected in every direction by the branches of 
mount Caucasus; and the two principal gcUes, or 
pBSstSf from north to south, have been frequently 
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confounded in the geography both of the ancients 
and moderns. The name of Caspian or Albanian 
gates, is properly applied to Derbend/ which 
occupies a short declivity between the mountains 
and the sea ; the city, if we give credit to local 
tradition, had been founded by the Greeks; and 
this dangerous entrance was fortified by the kings 
of Persia with a mole, double walls, and doors 
of iron. The Iberian gates^ are formed by a 
narrow passage of six miles in mount Caucasus, 
which opens from the northern side of Iberia or 
Georgia, into the plain that reaches to the Tanais 
and the Volga. ^ A fortress, designed by Alex<- 
ander perhaps, or one of his successors, to com* 
mand that important pass, had descended by right 
of conquest or inheritance to a prince of the 
Huns, who offered it for a moderate price to the 
emperor: but while Anastasius paused, .while he 
timorously computed the cost and the distance, a 
more vigilant rival interposed, and Cabades for- 
cibly occupied the straits of Caucasus. The 
Albanian and Iberian gates excluded the h(»rsemen 
of Scythiafrom the shortest and most practicable 
roads, and the whole front of the mountains was 
covered by the rampart of Gog and Magog, the 

* For the cit j and pass of Derbrnd, see d'Herbalot, (Bibliot. Orient. 
^ 15T, 291, SOT) ; Petite de la Croix, (Hist, de Genglscan, 1. iv, c ^) ; 
Hiftoire Genealogiqut des Tatars, torn, i, p. 120) ; Oleariut, (Voyag* 
enPtrse, p. 1030-1041), andCorneUte le Bruyn, (Voyages, toiR.JU 
P< 146, 147) : his view may be compared with the x>lan of Oiearius* 
«^ho judges the wall to be of shells and gravel hardened by time. 

*Procopiu8, though with some confusion, always denominates them 
Ca8{uan, (Peraie. 1. i, c. 10). The pass b now styled Tatifftopa, th« 
Tanar-gatest (d'Anville, Geogra^ie Ancienne^ torn, h, p. 119, 190), 
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CHAP, long wall which has excited the curiosity of an 
^xxxiL^x^xt Arabian caliph '^ and d tlussian conqueror.* Ac- 
cording to a recent description, huge stones, se- 
ven feet thick, twenty-one feet in length, or 
height, are artificially Joined without iron or ce- 
ment, to compose a wall, which runs above three 
hundred miles from the shores of Derbend, over 
the hills and through the valleys of Daghestan 
and Georgia. Without a vision, such a woii 
might be undertaken by the policy of Cabades; 
without a miracle, it might be accomplished I17 
his son, so formidable to the Rotnans under the 
name of Chosroes ; so dear to, the Orientals, 
under the appellation of Nushirwan. The Per- 
sian monftrdl held in his hand the keys both of 
peace and war; but he stipulated in every treat/, 
that Justinian should contribute to the expenceof 
a common barrier, which equally protected tie 
two empires from the inroads of the Scythians* 
VII. Justinian suppressed the schools of Athens 
and the consulship of Rome, which had given so 
many sages and heroes to mankind. Both these 

^ The inugihary rampArt of l&og and Magog, which was serioasiy 
explored and belieired by a caliph of the ixth century, appears toJ^ 
derived from the gates of Mount Caucasus, and a vague report of tW 
wall of China, (Gedgraph. Nubiensis, p. 26T-270. Memoires <if 
I'Academie, torn, zxxi, p. 210-21^.) 

* See a learned dissertation of Baier, ie muro Caucateoi in CotDO^"^ 
Acad. P«tropol. ttin. ltS6, torn, i, p. 425-463 9 but it is ^^^^^ 
a map or pten. When' tiie Ciar Peter I became nvster of D«f^ 
in the yedr 1 722, the measure of tiie wall was fotitid to be S2S& ^^' 
sian wgygw,. or tAhom^ each of seven feet English i io ^ 
•omcwfaat m«ffe than four miles in length. 

' See tive Ibrtificalions and treaties of Chosroes or Korfn"^' ^' 
Frocoplus, i^trsic, I. i, c. 16, t? ? 1. ii), and d'Herbdot, (p. ^^' 
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Lnstittttions had long since degenerated from chap. 
their primitive glory; yet some reproach may be ^ ^* 
justly inflicted on the avarice and jealousy of a 
prince, by whose hands such venerable ruins 
were destroyed. 

Athens, after her Persiim triumphs, adopted the The 

philosophy of Ionia and the rhetoric of Sicily ; AthenI** 

and these studies became the patrimony of a city 

whose inhabitants, .about thirty thousand males, 

condensed, within the period of a single life, the 

genius, of ages and millions* Our s(?nse of the 

dimity of human nature is exalted by the simple 

recollection, that Isocrates* was the companion 

of Plato and Xenophon; that he assisted, perhaps 

with the historian Thucydides, at the first repre« 

sentations of the Oedipus of Sophocles and the 

Ipbigenia of Euripides; and that his pupils 

^jschines and Demosthenes contended for the 

crown of patriotism in the presence of Aristotle, 

the master ofTh€;ophrastus,who taught at Athens 

with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean 

sects/ The ingenious youth of Attica enjoyed 

the benefits of their domesticeducation, which was 

communicated without envy to the rival cities. 

Two thousand disciples heard the lessons ofTheo^ 

* The life of Isocrates extends from Olymp. Ixxxvi, 1, to ex, 3, 
(ante Christ. 436-338). See Dionys. Halicara. toxn. il, p. 149, 150, 
edit. Hudson ; Plutarch (ftlve anonymous) in Vlt. X, Oratorum, p« 
1538-1543, edit. H. Steph. ; Phot. cod. cdix, p. 1453. 

' The schools of Athens are copiously, though concisely, represented 
in the Fortuna Attica of Meursius, (c. vlii, p. 59-73, in torn, i, Opp.). 
For the state and arts of the city, see the first book of Pausanias, and ^ 
small tract of Dicsarchus, (in the second volume of Hudson's Geo* ' 
graphers), who wrote about Olymp. cvxii; Dodweirs Dissertai 
secti). 
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eu aK phrastus;' the schools of rhetoric must have been 
still more populous than those of philosophy; and 
a rapid succession of students diffused the fame 
of their teachers, as far as the utmost limits of 
the Grecian language and name. Those limits 
were enlarged by the victories of Alexander; tbe 
art's of Athenssurvivedher freedom and dominioa; 
and the Greek colonies which the Macedonians 
planted in Egypt, and scattered over Asia, un- 
dertook long and frequent pilgrimages to wor- 
ship the Muses in their favourite temple on tbe 
banks of the Ilissus. The Latin conquerors re- 
spectfully listened to the instructions of tbeir 
subjects and captives; the names of Cicero and 
Horace were inroUed in the schools of Athens; 
and afler the perfect settlement of tbe Rooian 
empire, the natives of Italy, of Africa, sni oi 
Britain, conversed in the groves of the academy 
tirith their fellow-students of the East. The 
studies of philosophy and eloquence are conge- 
nial to $, popular state, which encourages the 
freedom of inquiry, and submits only to tie 
force of persuasion. In the republics of Greece 
and Home, the art of speaking was the pow- 
erful engine of patriotism or ambition; ana 
the schools of rhetoric poured forth a colonj 
of Statesmen and legislators. When the li- 
berty of public , debate was suppressed, tie 
Orator, in the honourable profession of an ad/o- 
eate, might plead the cause of innocence and 
^stice ; he might abuse his talents in the rs^^^ 
profitable trade of panegyric; and the 'same pr^* 

# tfiogeh. Laert. de Vit, Philosoph. L Vt segin. 3T, p. *^* 
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c^pts cdntinoed to dictate the fanciful declama- 
tions of the sophist, and the chaster beauties of 
historical composition; The sjstems which pro- 
fessed td unfold the nature of God, of man, and 
of the universe, entertained the curiosity of the 
philosophic student; and according to the temper 
of his mind, he might doubt with the sceptics, or 
decide with the stoics, sublimely speculate with 
Plato, or severely argue with Aristotle. The 
pride of the adverse sects had fixed ah unat^- 
taiiiable term of moral happiness and perfection; 
but the race was glorious and salutary ; the dis^ 
ciples of Zeno, and even those of Epicurus, were 
taught both to act and to suffer ; and the death of 
Petronius wts not less effectual than that of Se^ 
neca, to humble a tyrant by the discovery of his 
impotence. The light of science could not in- 
deed be confined within the walls of Athens. 
Her incomparable writers address themselves to 
the human race 5 the living masters emigrated to 
Italy and Asia; Berytus, in later times, was de- 
voted to the study of the law ; astronomy and 
physic were cultivated in the museum of Alex- 
andria ; but the Attic schools of rhetoric and phi- 
losophy maintained their superior reputation from 
the Peloponnesian war to the reign of Justinian. 
x\thens, though situate in a barren soil, possessed 
a pure air, a free navigation, and the monuments 
of ancient art. That satcred retirement was sel* 
dom disturbed by the business of trade or go* 
vernment ; and the last of the Athenians were 
distinguished by their lively wit, the purity of 
iheir taste and language, their social manners, and 

VOL. Yil. L 
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CBAF. smne traces^ at least in discourse^ of the magi^ 
y^,„ nimity of their fatiiers. In the suburbs id tie 
dty, the academy of the Platonists, the lyceumd 
the Peripatetics, the portico of the Stoics, and 
the garden of the Epicureans, were planted with 
trees and decorated with statues : and the philo- 
sophers, instead of being immured in a cloister, 
delivered their instxnctionsinspacious and pleasant 
walks, which, at different hours, were conse- 
crated to the exercises of the mind and body. 
The genius of the founders still lived in tiiose 
venerable seats; the ambition of succeeding to the 
masters of human reason, excited agenerousemu- 
lation ; and the merit of the candidates was de^ 
termined, on each vacancy, by the free voices of 
an enlightened people. The Athenian professors 
were paid by their disciples : accordii^ to their 
mutual wants and abilities, the price appears to 
have varied from a minato a talent; and Isocrates 
himself, who derides the avarice of the sophists, 
required in his school of rhetoric, about thirty 
pounds from each of his hundred pupils. The 
wages of industry are just and honourable, yet 
the same Isocrates shed tears at the first receipt 
* of a stipend ; the stoic might blush when he was 
hired to preach the contempt of money ; and I 
should be sorry to discover, that Aristotle or Plato 
so far degenerated from the example of Socrates, 
as to exchange knowledge for gold. But some 
property of lands and houses was settled by the 
permissdon of the laws, and the legacies of de- 
ceasedfriends,onthe philosophic chairs of Athens. 
Epicurus bequeathed to his dii^iples the gardens 
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Which he had purchased for eighty minde, or two chap. 
hundred and fifty pounds, with a ftttid sufficient ^^^^ 
for their frugal subsistence and monthly fes- 
tivals;** and the patrimony of Plato afforded 
an anntiiil rent, which, ift eight centuries, wfts 
gradually increiased from three to one thousand 
pieces of gold.* The schods of Athenfe were 
protected by the wisest and most virtuous of the 
Roman princes. The library which Hadrian 
founded, was plac^ in a portico, adorned with 
pictures^; statues, and a roof of alabaster, and sup-* 
ported by one hundred columns of Phrygian 
marble. The public salaries were assigned by 
the generoUs spirit of the Antonines ; and each 
professor, of politics, of rhetoric, of the Platonic, 
the Per^aietic, the Stoic, and the Epicurean 
philosophy, received an annual stipend of ten 
thoustod drachmae, or more than three hundred 
pounds sterling.'' After the death of Marcus,^ 
these liberaJi doriations^ and the privileges attached 
to the thrones of science, were abolished and re- 
vived, diminished and enlarged i but some vestige 

'^ See the testftmeM of Epicurus in Diogen. Laert U z. 8egm. 16-^ 
20, p. 611. 612. A single epistle (ftd Familiares, xiii, 1) displaf s the 
injustice of the Areopagus^ the fidelity of the Epicureans, the dex- 
terous politeness of Cicero, and the mixture of contempt and esteem 
V ith which the Boman senators considered the philosophy and phi- 
losophers of Greece. 
^ Damascius, in ViU Isidor. apud Pholium, cod. ccxUi, p. 1054w 
^ See Lucian, (in Eunech* t«m. ii, p. 350-359, edit. Reitx); Philo^ 
stratus, (in Vit. Sophist. 1. ii, c^ 2), and Dion Cassius, or Xiphilin, 
<!• Ixxi, p. 1195), with their editors Du Soul, OleariuSr and Reimar, 
and, above all, Salmasius, <ad Hist. August, p. 72). A judicious 
philosopher (Smith's Wealth of Nations, Vol. ii, p. 34(0-374,) prefer* 
thfe free contributiona of the students to a fixed stipend for the pro* 
iwsor. 

l2 
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CHAP, of royal bounty may be foilnd under the 8ug» 
^^ cessors of Constantine ; and their arbitrary choice 
of an unworthy candidate might tempt the phi- 
losophers of Athens to regret the days of inde* 
pendence and poverty/ It is remarkable, that 
the impartial favour of the Antonines was be- 
stowed on the four adverse sects of philosophy, 
which they considered as equally useful, or at least 
as equally innocent. Socrates had formerly been 
the glory and the reproach of his country ; and 
the first lessons of Epicurus so strangely scan- 
dalized the pious ears of the Athenians^ that by 
his exile, and that of his antagonists, they silenced 
all vain disputes concerning the nature of the 
gods. But in the ensuing year they recalled the 
hasty decree, restored the liberty of the schools^ 
and were convinced, by the experience of ages, 
that the moral character of philosophers is not 
affected by the diversity of their theological spe* 
culations."* 

They are The Gothic aous were less fatal to the schools of 

Fuppreswd 

by Justi- Athens than the establishment of a new religion, 

nian. whosc ministers superseded the exercise of reason. 

resolved every question by an article of faith, and 

conctemnedthe infidel or sceptic to eternal flames. 

* Brucker, Hit. Crit. Pbilosoph. torn, ii, p. 310, &xr. 

™ The bii til of Lpicurus is fixed to the year 342 before Christ, 
(Bayle), Oi^mpiad cix, 3; and he opened his sehool at Athens, 
Olymp. cxviii, 3, 306 years before the same era. This intolerant 
Jaw (Athensus, 1. xiii, p. 610 ; Diogen. Leer^ius, I. y, s. 38, p. 290; 
Julius Pollux, ix, 6) was enacted in' the same, or the succeeding 
year, (Sigonius, Opp. torn, v, p. 65^ ; Menagius, ad Diogen. Laert. p. 
204 ; Corsini Fasti Attici, torn, iv, p. 67, 68). Theophrastus, chief 
of the Peripatetics, and disciple of Aristotle, wa\ involved in the 
tame exile. 
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h many a volume of laborious controversy, they chap. 
exposed the weakness of the understanding and ^^^'^^ 
thecorraption of the heart, insulted human nature 
in thesagesof antiquity, and proscribed the spiritof 
philosophical inquiry, so repugnant to the doctrine, 
or at least to the temper, of an humble believer. 
The surviving sect of the Platonists, whom Plato 
wouldhave blushed to acknowledge, extravagant- , 
lymingledasublimetheory withthe practice of su- 
perstition and magic; and as they remained alone 
inthemidstof a Christian world, they indulged a se- 
cret rancour against the government of the church 
andstate; whose severity was still suspended over 
their heads. About a century after the reign of 
Julian", Proclus"* was permitted to teach in the Procius. 
philosophic chair of the academy; and such was 
his industry that he frequently, in the same day, 
pronounced five lessons, and composed seven hun- 
dred Imes. His sagacious mind explored the 
deepest questions of morals and metaphysics, 
and he ventured to urge eighteen arguments 
against the Christian doctrine of the creation 
of the world. But in the intervals of study, 
he personally conversed with Pan, jS^sculapius, 
and Minerva, in whose mysteries he was se- 
cretly initiated, and whose prostrate statues he 

" This is no fanciful era ; the pagans reckoned their calamities 
from the reign of their hero. Proclus, whose nativity is marked by 
Ws horoscope, (A. D. 412, February 8, at C. P.), died 124 years 
«*» iKXwtwr ^ftXwt, A. D. 485, (Marin, in Vita Procli, c. 36). 

• The life of Proclus, by Marinus, was published by Fabrieius, 
(Hamburgh, 1700, et ad calcem Bibliot. Latin. Lond. 1703.) See 
^uidas, (torn. iii. p, 185, 186) ; Fabrieius, (Bibliot. Grac. 1. v, c, • 
36, p. 449-552), and Brucker, (Hist. Crit. Philosoph. torn, ii,' p. 319- • 
326). 

l3 
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CHAP, adored; in the derout persoaskm that tiie fdii^ 
^^ losopher, who is a citizen of the univ^erse, 
should be the priest of its various deities. As 
eclipse of the sun announced his approacfaing end; 
and his life, with that of his sdiplar Isidore,' 
compiled by two of their mo^t learned disciples, 
exhibits a deploraNe picture of the seecm4 child- 
Bis rac- hood of human reason. Yet the golden chain^ as 
A.D.485. it was fondly styled» pf theTlatonic successioii, 
*^' continued forty-foiir years from the death of Pro- 
clus» to the edict of Justinian,"^ which imposed d 
perpetual silenceon the schools of Athens^ ^d ex- 
cited the grief and indignation of the few remaiB- 
ing votaries of Grecian science and sup^^tition. I 
Seven friends and phiiospphers, Diogenes and 
Hermi^» Eulalius and Priscian, Damascius, Isi- 
dore, and Simplicitts, whp dissfnted from the re- 
ligion of their sovereign, embraced the Resolution 
of seeking in a foreign land the freedom which was I 
denied in their native country. They had heard, i 
and they credulously believed, that the republic of I 
Plato was realized in the despotic government of i 
Persia, and that a patriot king reigned over the I 
happiest and most virtuous of nations. They were 
soon astonished by the natural discpvqry thatPer- 
siaresembled the other countries of the globe ; th|it 
. Chosroes, who affected the name of a philosopher, 
was vain, cruel, and ambitious ; that bigotry, and 

P The Uf(p of Igidore was compo«td by Damasdus, <apii4 Photium, 
cod. wcxliiy p. 1038-1076). See the last age of the pagan pMlosopbefi 
in firucker, (torn, ii, p. 341-351). 

4 The suppression of the schools of Athens is recorded by Joha 
^falala, (torn, ii, p. 187, sur Decio Cos. Sol.), and an anoDymouJ 
C^onkle in the Vatican library, (apud Aleman. p. 106). 
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aspirhofmtc4eraDce,pirevailedainoiigtlieMagi; char 
that tiie noideswereliiuighty,thecourtiers servile) 
and the magistrates unjost ; that the guilty some^ 
times escaped, and that the innocent were often 
oppressed. The disappointment of the fdiiloso- 
pliers, provoked them to overlook the real virtues 
of tlie Persians; and thej were scandalized, more 
deeply perhaps than beoune theirprofession, with 
the plurality of wives and omcubines, the incest- 
uous marriages, and the custom of exposing dead 
bodies to the dogs and vultures, instead of hiding 
them in the earth, or consuming them with fire. 
Their repentance was expressed by a precipitate 
return, and they loudly declared that they had 
rather (fie on the borders of the empire, than en- 
joy the wealth and favour of the barbarian. From 
thisjcmniey', however,they derivedabenefitwhich 
reflects the purest lustre on the characterof Ches- 
roes. He required, that the seven sagte who had 
visited the court of Persia, should be exempted 
fromthepenallawswhichJustinian enacted against 
his pagan subjects ; and this privilege, expressly 
stipulated in a treaty of peace, was guarded by the 
vigilance of a powerful mediator/ ^mpUciusr J^* i«*«f 
and his companions ended their lives in peace and soph^v* 
obscurity: and as they left no disciples, they ter- 
minate the long list of Grecian philosophers, who 
may be justly praised, notwithstanding their de- 
fects, as the ^f^isest and most virtuous of their icon- 

' Agatfaias (I. ii, p. 69, 70, 71) relates this curious story. Chosroe* 
ascended the 'throne in the year 531, and made his first peace with 
^« Romans in the beginning of 533^ a date most compatible with his 
y^ fame an4 the eU age of Isidore, (AsseQum. BibHot. Orient* 
♦oni. iii, p. 401. Pagi, torn, il, p. 543, 550> 
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CHAP, temporaries. The writings of Sioiplic^us are now 
^^^ ^ ^^^ extant. His physical and metaphysical commoit* 
aries on Aristotle have passed away with the fa- 
shion of the times ; but his moral interpretation 
of £pictetus,is preserved in tbie library of nations, 
as a classic book» most excellently adapted to 
direct the will, to purify the heart, and to confirm 
the understanding, by a just confidence in the na- 
ture both of G^d and man. 
The Ho- About the same time that Pythagoras first in- 
sukhipex- vented the appellation of philosopher, liberty and 
by JuS!** the consulship were founded at Rome by the elder 
n»«>, Brutus. The revolutions of the consular office, 
' which may be viewed in the successive lights of 
a substance, a shadow, and a name, have been oc- 
casionally mentioned in the present history. The 
first magistrates of therepublichadbeenchosenby 
the people, to exercise, in the senate and in the 
camp, the powers of peace and war, which were 
afterwardjs translated to the emperors. But the 
tradition of ancient dignity was longrevered by the 
Romans and barbarians. A Gothic historian ap- 
plauds the consulship of Thepdoiric as the height 
of all temporal glory and greatness ;* the king of 
Italy himself congratulates those annual favour- 
ites of fortune, who, without the cares, enjoyed 
the splendour of the throne ; and at the end of a 
thousand years, two consuls were created by the 
sovereign? of Rome and Constantinople, for the 
sole purpose of giving a date to the year, and a 

' Casfiiodor. Variarum Epist. vi, t. Jornandes, c. 57, p. 696, edit. 
Grot. Quod siimoium bonun^ primumqu^ ip mundo decus edicitur. 
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festiml to the people. But the expence$ of this chap. 
festivd, in whidi the wealthy and the vain aspired ^^' 
to surpass their predecessors, insensibly arose to the 
enormous sum of fourscore thousand pounds ; the 
wisest senators declined an useless honour* which 
involved the certain ruin of their families; and to 
thisrelactancelshouldimputethefrequentchasms 
in the last age of the consular F(uti. The prede- 
cessors of Justinian had assisted from the public 
treasures thedignity of the less opulent candidates ; 
the avarice of that prince preferred the cheaper 
and more convenient method of advipe and regu- 
lation.* Seven processions or spectacles were the 
number to which his edict confined the horse ^nd^ 
chariot races, the athletic sports, the music, and 
pantomimes of the theatre^ and the hunting of 
wild beasts; and small pieces of silver were dis- 
creetly substituted to the gold medals, which had 
always excited tumult and drunkenness,when they 
were scattered with a profuse hand among the 
populace. Notwithstanding these precautions and 
his own example, the succession of consuls finally 
ceased in the thirteenth year of Justinian, whose 
despotic temper might be gratified by thje silent 
extinction of a title which admonished the Romans 
of their ancient freedom.** Yet the annual con- 
sulship still lived in the minds of the people: they 

* See the regulations of Justjnian, (NoveU. cv), dated at Constan 
t'mople, July 5, and addressed to Strategius, treasurer of the empire. 

" Procopius, in Anecdot. c. 26. Aleman. p. 106. In the xviiith 
year after the consulship of Basilius, according to the reckoning of 
Marcellinus, Victor, Marius, &c. the secret history was composed, 
and, in the eyes of Procopius, the consulship was finally abolished^ 
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CHAP, fondly expected its speedy restoratioii ; thty ap- 
plauded the gracious condescension of auccessiye 
princes, by whom it was assumed in the first year 
of their reign ; and three centuries elapsed, after 
the death of Justinian, before that obsolete dig- 
nity, which had been suppressed by custom, could 
be abolished by law/ The imperfect mode of 
distinguishing each year by the name of a ma- 
gistrate, was usually supplied by the date of a 
permanent era: the creation of the world, ac- 
cording to the septuagint version, was adopted by 
the Greeks -/ and the Latins, since the age of 
Charlemagne, have computed their time from the 
Uith of Christ/ 

« By Leo the phUosopber* (NovelL »riv» A.D.886*911> SeePap, 
(Dissertat. Uypatica, p, 3i5-Q62), and Ducange, (Gloss. Grscp. 
1635, 1636). Even the title wasvitifled; censHlatm <;odicilli . , . . 
vUescunt, says the efoperoi: lUmaelf. 

' According to JUius Africanus, &c. the world was creiited the 
first of September, 5508 years three msnths and twenty-fiTe days be« 
fore the Urth of Christ, (see Fezron, Antiquity des Terns defcndfie, pb 
90-28) ; and this era has been used by the Greeks* the Oriental Christ 
tians, and even by the Russians, till the reign of Peter I. The period 
however arbitrary, is clear and convenient. Of the 7f 96 years which 
arc supposed to elapse since the creation, we shall find 3000 of igoo* 
ranee and darkness ; 2000 either fabulous or doubtful ; 1000 of an* 
cient history, commencing with the Persian empire, and the repuUks 
of Borne and Athens ; 1000 from the fall of tb^ Roisaii empirein the 
west to the discovery of America ; and the remaining 296 will al< 
most complete three centuries of the modern state of Europe and 
mankind. I regret this cImMiology, so far pre|)eraUe to our double 
and perplexed method of counting backwards an^ forward^ the years 
before and after the Christian era. 

' The era Of the world has prevailed in th^ East sinoe the vlth 
general council, (A. D. 681). In the West the Cl^ristian era was first 
invented in the yith century ; it was propagated ^ the viiith by tbe 
authority and writings of venerable Bede ; but it was not till the zth 
that the use became legal and popular. See TArt de verifier les Dates, 
Dissert. Preliminaire, p. ill, xii. Dictionaire Diplomatique, torn. i. 
p. 329-337 ; the works of a laborious society of ^eo^ctine m^nks. 
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CHAP. XLI, 

Conquests of Justinian in the West-^r-Character andjirsf 
campaigns of Selisariu^h^^Se invades and stibdnes the 
VandjdkingdmnofJfrica^--^Hi»^triumph^^The Gothic 
wav'^JIe recovers Siciljf 9 Napksy and RomM^^Siege of 
Rome by the Goths — Their fetreqt and lo^ses^^Surren^ 
ier of Ravenna — Glory of Beli&ar.ius^^H}s domestic 
shmne and misfortunes. 

When JustinigQ ascended the throne, abdut chap, 
fifty years after the fell of the western em- ,J^,^ 
pire, the kingdoms of the Qotbs and Vandals Jucunian 
had obtained a solici, and^ as it might seem, a [||^e! ^ 
legal establishment both in Europe and Africa, ^"jj^'^gj^ 
The titles which Roman victory had inscribed, 
were erazed with equal justice by the sword of the 
barbarians ; and their successful rapine derived a 
more venerable saqction frqm time, from trea^es, 
and from the oaths of fidelity, already repeated by 
a second or third generation (^obedient subjects. 
Experience and Christianity hadrefuted the super- 
stitious hope, that Rome was founded by the gods 
to reign for ever over the nations of the earth. 
But the proud claim of perpetual and indefea- 
sible dominion, which her soldiers could no longer 
maintain, was firmly asserted by her statesmen and 
^ers, whose opinions have been sometimes 
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CHAP, revived and propagated in the modern schools d^ 
uuv^nnn^ jurisprudence. After Rome herself had been 
stripped of the imperial purple, theprincesof Con- 
stantinople assumed the sole and sacred sceptre of 
the monarchy; demanded, as their rightful inhe- 
ritance, the provinces whiph hiwi been subdued bj 
the consuls, or possessed by theCsesars; and feebly 
aspired to deliver theur faithful sulgects of thf 
West from the usurpation of heretics and barba- 
rians. The execution of this splendid design was 
in some degree reserved for Justinian. During 
the five first years of bis reign, he reluctantlj 
waged a costly and unprofitable war ag-ainst the 
Persians; till his pride submitted to his ambition, 
and he purchased, at the price of four hundred 
and forty thousand pounds sterling, the benefit 
of a precarious truce, which, in the language of 
both nations, was dignified with the appellation 
of the endless peace. The safety of the East en- 
abled the emperor to employ his forces agaisst 
the Vandals ; and the internal state of Africa 
afibrded an honourable motive, and promised a 
powerful support, to the Roman arms.*' 
suic of According to the testament of the founder, the 

dais. African kingdom had lineally descended to Hil- 
A."S?623- deric the eldest of the Vandal princes. A mild 

530. 

* The pomplete series of the Vandal war is rel&ted l>y Propopiasia 
regular and elegant narrative, 0. i, c. 9-25; 1. ii, c. 1-13); and 
happy wou\4the my lot, could I always tread in the footsteps of such 
a guide. Frdm the entire and diligent perusal of the Greek text, I 
have a right to pronounce that the Latin and French versions of Gro- 
tius and Cousin may not he implicitly trusted : yet the president 
Cousin has been often praised, and Hugo Grotius waa the first scho- 
Ur of a learned age. 
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disposition inclined the son of a tyrant, the gthnd- c h a p. 
son of a conqueror, to prefer the. counsels of cle- ^^^^ 
mency and peace ; and his accession was marked 
by thfe salutary edicts ^hich restored two hundred 
bishops to their churches, and allowed the free 
profession of the Aihanasian creed.^ But the ca- 
tholics accepted, with cold and transient gratitude, 
a favour so inadequate to their pretensions, and 
the virtues of Hilderic offended the prejudices of 
his countrymen. The Arian clergy presumed to 
insinuate that he had renounced the faith, and the 
soldiers more loudly complained that he had dege- 
nerated from the courage, of his ancestors. His 
ambassadors were suspected of a secret and dis- 
graceful' negotiation in the Byzantine court ; and 
his general, the Achilles,"^ as he was named, 
of the Vandals, lost a battle against the naked and 
disorderly Moors. The public discontent was ex- cciimer,, 
asperatedbyGelimer, whose age, descent, and mi- ^3^* ^^^^^ 
litary fame, gave him an apparent title to the 
succession : he assumed, with the consent of the 
nation, the reins of government ; and his unfor- 
tunate sovereign sunk without a struggle from the 

^ See Ituinart, Hist. Persecut. Vandal, c. xii^ p. 589. His best evi- 
dence is drawn fi-om the life of St. F'ulgentius, composed by one of 
his disciples, transcribed in a great measure in the annals of Baroni* 
us, and printed in several great collections, CCatalog. Bibliot. Bu- 
naviaenae, torn, i, vol ii, p. 1858. '' - 

* For what quality of the mind or body ? For speed, or beauty, 
or valour ? — In what language did the Vandals read Uivzier ? — Did ^ ♦ 
he speak German?— The Latins had four versions, (Fabric, torn, i, 1. ii, 
c. 3,/p. 297) : yet in spite of the praises of Seneca, (Consol. c. 26), 
they appear to have been more successful in imitating, than in trans- 
lating, the Greek poets. But the name of Achilles might be fantous 
^«id popular, even among the illiterate barbarians. 
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CHAP, throne to a dungeon, where he Was strictl; 
guarded with i( faithful counsellor, and fais luqx)- 
pular nephew the Achilles of the Vatidals. But 
theindulgence whidi Hilderic had shcf^B to his 
catholic subjects had powerfully recommended 
him to the favour of Justinian, who,^ for the be- 
nefit of his own sect, tfould acknowledge the use 
and justice of religious toleration : their aUiaoce, 
while the nephew of Justin r^naiAed in a pri- 
vate station, was cemented by the mutual ex- 
change of gifts and letters ; and the emperor 
Justinian asserted the cause of Royalty and 
friendship. In two successive embassies, he ad- 
monished the usurper to repent of his treasoiiior 
to abstain, at least, from any further violence^ 
which might provoke the displeasure of God and 
of the Romans; to reverence the laws of kindred 
and succession, and to suffer an infirm old man 
peaceably to end his days, either on the throne 
of Carthage, or in the palace of Constantinople. 
The passions or even the prudence of G^Hmer 
compelled him to reject these requests, whidi 
were urged in the haughty tone of m^iace and 
command ; and he justified his ambition in a lan- 
guage rarely spoken in the Byzabtine court, by 
alleging the right of a free people to remove or 
punish their chief inagistrate, who had failed in 
the execution of the kingly office. After this fruit- 
less expostulation, the captive monarch was more 
rigorously treated, his nephew was deprived of his 
eyes, and thecruel Vandal,confident inhisstrength 
and distance, derided the vain threats and slow 
prepartions of the emperor of the East. Justinian 
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resolved to deliver or revenge his friend, G^litner chap. 
to maintain his usurpation: and the war was pre- ^^^^ 
ceded) according to the practice of civilized na- 
tionsy by the most solemn protestations that each 
party was sincerely desirous of peace. 

The report of an African war was grateful only i>ebate« on 
to the vain and idle populace of Constantinople, can war!' 
whose poverty exempted them from tribute, and 
whose cowardice wa3 seldom exposed to military 
service. But thewiser citizens, who judged of the 
future by the past, revolved in their memory the 
immense loss, both of men and money, which the 
empire had sustained in the expedition of Basilis- 
cus. The troops, which after five laborious cam- 
paigns had been recalledfrom the Persian frontier, 
dreaded the sea, the climate, and the arms of an 
unknown enemy. The ministers of the finances 
computed, as far as tliey might compute, the 
demands of an African war ; the taxes which must 
be found and levied to supply those insatiate . 
demands ; and the danger, lest their own lives, or 
at least their lucrative employments, should be 
made responsible for the deficiency of the supply. 
Inspired by such selfish motives, (for ve may not 
suspect him of any zeal for the public good), 
John of Cappadocia ventured to oppose in full 
council the inclinations of his master. He con- 
fessed, that a victory of such importance could 
not be too dearly purchased ; but he represented 
in a grave discourse the certain difficulties and 
the uncertain event. " You undertake,** said 
the prefect, " to besiege Carthage by land ;. the 
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** distance is n^t less than one hundred atdd fortt 
days journey ; on the sea, a whole year* must 
elapse before you can receive any intelligence 
from your fleet. If Africa should be reduced, 
" it cannot be preserved without the additional 
*' conquest of Sicily and Italy. Success will impose 
** the obligation of new labours; a single misfor- 
'* tune will attract the barbarians into the heart 
" of your exhausted empire." Justiaian felt the 
weight of this salutary advice; hewasconfounded 
by theunwontedfreedom of an obsequious servant; 
and the design of the war would perhaps havebeen 
relinquished, if his courage had not been revived 
by a voice which silenced the doubts of profane 
reason. ^' I have seen a vision/' cried an artfiii 
or fanatic bishop of the East. ^^ It is the will of 
*^ heaven, O emperor! that you should not abandon 
'** your holy enterprise for the deliverance of the 
" African church. The God of battles will march 
" before your standard, and disperseyour enemies, 
" who are the etiemies of his Son.'l The empe- 
ror might be tempted, and his counsellors were 
constrained, to give credit to this seasonable reve- 
lation: but they derived more rational hope from 
the revolt, which the adherents of Hilderic or 
Athanasius had already excited on the borders of 
the Vandal monarchy. Pudentius, an African 
subject, had privately sighified bis loyal intentions, 

** A year — absurd exaggeration ! The conquest of Africa may be 
dated A. D. 533, September l4s it is' celebrated by Justinian in the 
preface to kis Institutes* which were published November 21 of the 
same year. Including the voyage and return, such a coroputation 
might be trtily applied tp our Indian empire. 
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and ^ siriiall military aid restored the province of chap. 
Tripoli to the obedience of the Romans. The go- '^^^i 
vernment of Sardinia had been intrusted toGodas, 
a valiant barbarian; he suspended the pajrment of 
tribute, disclaimed his allegiance to the usurper^ 
and gave audience to the emissaries of Justinian^ 
who found him master of that fruitful island, at 
the head of his guards, and proudly invested with 
the ensigns of royalty. The forces of the Vandals 
were diminished by discord and suspicion ; the 
Roman armies were ismimated by the spirit of 
Belisarius ; one of those heroic names which are 
familiar to every age and to every nation. 

The Africanus df ttew Rome was born, and per- CharMter 
haps educated^ among the Thracian peasants,* "^^^ 
without any of those advantag^swhichhadformed ^^ 
the virtues of the elder and the younger Scipio ; 
anoble origin, liberal studies^ ^nd the emulation of 
a free state. The silence of a loquacious secretary 
may be admitted, to prove that the youth of Beli*- 
isarius could hot afford any subject of praise : he 
served^ most assuredly with valour and reputaticm^ 
among the private guards of Justinian; and when 
his patron becatne clmperor^ the domestic wte pro^ 
moted to military command: After a bold ihl-oad 
into Persarmenia, in which his glory was shared 
by acoUeligue, and his prdgress wa$ checked by an 
enemy, Belisarius repaired to the important sta- ^ 

Mirtut (Procop. Vandal. J. i, r. 11). Aleman, (Not. ad Anecdot. p. 
5), an Italian, could easily reject the German ▼anity of Gipbanhn 
and Velserus, wh6' wished to claim the hero; but his Germania, a 
tnetropolis of Thrace, I cannot ftnd in any dvil ot ecderiaatical lista 
of the provinlMa anA cities. 

VOL. VH. M 
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CHAP, tioo of Dara, where he first accepted the service 
^ ^^^^^ of Procopius, the faithful compaxiioD^ and dili- 
His aervi. gent hlstorian, of his exploits/ The Mirraoes 
PertUui^* of Persia advanced, with forty thousand of her 
^v* best troops, to raze the fortifications of Dara; 
532.' ^ikI sigaiiied the day and the hour on which the 
Citizens should prepare a bath for his refreshment 
after, the toils uf victory. He encountered an 
adversary equal to himself, by the new^ title of 
Geneml of the East ; his superior in the science of 
, war, but much inferior in the number and qualitj 
of his tropps, which amounted only to twenty- 
five thousand Romans and strangers, relaxed m , 
t-heir discipline, and humbled by recent disasters. 
As the level plain of Dara refused all shelter to 
stratagem and umbushp Belisarius protected hi> 
front with a deep trench, wluch was prolonged 
at first in perpendicular, and afterwards in pa- 
lallel, lines, to cover the witags of cavalry advan- 
tageously posted to command the flanks and rear 
of the enemy. When the Roman centre wai 
shaken, their well-timed and rapid charge de- 
cided the conflict : the standard of P^*sia fell ; 
the iminortaU fled; the infantry threw away their 
bucklers, and eight thousand of the vanquished 
were left on the field of l>at;tle. In the next cam- 
p^A>. Syria was invaded on the side of the de- 
sert ; and Belisarius, with twenty thousand men, 
has^tened from Dara to the relief of the province. 
During the whole summer, the designs of the ene- 
my were baflOied by his skilful dispositions : he 

' The two fifft PenivD ctinp^ifiit of fieUMrius are fairl/. and co> 
fiouily related by his ttcretary, (Pentc. 1» i, c. iS*lS)* 
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pressed their retreat, occupied each night their chaf* 
camp of the preceding day, and would have se- -,,^^ni 
cured a bloodless victorTv if he could have resisted 
the impatience of his own troops; Their valiant 
promise was faintly supportedin the hourofbattle; 
the right wing was exposed by the treacherous or 
cowardly desertion of the Christian Arabs; the 
Huns, a veteran band of eight hundred warriors, 
were opfiressed by superior numbers $ the flight of 
the Isaurians was intercepted ; but the Roman in* 
fantry stood firm on the Irft, for Betisarius him- 
selfydisfflQounttngfnnn his horse, shewed them that 
iutrepiddespairwastheironlysafety. Theyturned 
their badks to the Euphrates, and their faces to the 
enemy; innumerable arrows glanced without ef« 
feet fr«m the compact mid shelving order of their 
bucklers; an impenetrable line of pikes wbs op- 
posed to the repeated assaultsoftibe Persian caval- 
ry ; and after a resistattce of many hours, the re- 
maining troops were skilfully embarked under the 
shadow of the night. The Persian commander 
retired with disorder and disgrace, to answer a . . 
strictaecountof tiie lives of somanysoldiers which 
he had consumed in a barren victory. But the 
fame of Belisariusr was notsulUed by a deleat, im 
which alone he had saved his army from the con^ 
sequences of their own rashness: tibie appeoaeh of 
peace relieved liim from ^e guard of the eastern 
frontier, and his conduct, in the sedition of Con- 
stantiikopleamply dbchargedhis obligations to the 
emperor. When the African warbecamethetopic 
^f poptiiar dfscourse and secret deliberation, e^gh of 
theRoman generals was apprehensive, rather than 

M 2 
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ei^kF. ambitious, of tbe dangerous lioito«r ; blit as s(m 
^^^ ^; ^^ as Justinian bad declared his pteference of sup6 



rior merits their envy was rekindled by the unani- 
mous apjdause which was given to tiie clK»ce of 
Beiisarius* The temper. of the Byeaatine court 
tnay encourage a siispieiotiy that the hero was 
darkly asakted by tlie intrigues of his wife, the 
fyirmtd shbde AMonina, who altcrimtely enjoj- 
ftd the ookifid^nke,. and u^uiried the hatred, of 
the eaif>re9S TheddoncL; The^ birth ta£ Antonioa 
was ignoble; sbe descended from « ihrnily of cha- 
rioteers ; Imd her cfaastiCy has been stained with 
the foulest reproteh. Yet she reigned with long 
and absoLate power over the miiid of her illus- 
trious btt^and ; and jf Antonina disdained tbe 
iB^tit of conjugal fidefity, she expressed a maulj 
friendship to Belissftrius/. whon» she accontpaiiied 
\Vith uadcuinteA resolution. in all tbe . hardships 
and dangers of a mititary life.*' 
^repara. The pf ^oaf aUoos fdr the African war were not 

tions for */.,,' « ^^ i 

the Afri- unwoitiiy. of the last contest between Rome and 
A^^D.^sh. Carthage. The j^ide and flo war (tf the army con- 
sist^ of theguafds of B^sal*ius, whc^ accor^ug 
to the pernicious indu^^ce of the times, devote^l 
jfteiRselves by apartiddap oath of fidelity to the 
serricfiof their pfttion. Their streng^hatid stature, 
'for!whkfa they bad been curiously selected, the 
goodness 0f their horsed and anmouJr, and tlie assi- 
dtujus practice of all theex^*Gi9es of ws^^ enabled 
ihem to actwhatever thek^doutage might prompt; 
. . r . '' r ' .? .i. 

. c ,See the bkth and character o/ -.yxtoiiin«U 4n thft Ao^odotes, ft l» 

a?>i li^ notes of Alemannus, p.. 3.. 
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flnd their courage was exftlted by the social ho- en a in 
flour of their rank, and the personal ambition of ^flll 
favoorMd fortune, i^our hundrei of the brav- ' 
€st of the Henili marefaed binder the banner of 
the faithM #nd actdre Phm*As r their untractable 
vateiir was more highly pHzed than the tame 
submission of tJie Greeks and Syrians ; and of 
such importaoee was it deem^ to prdcure a 
reinforcement of six hundred Massageta^, or 
Huns, that titiey' were allured by fi^ud and deceit 
to engage in a naval expedition. Five thousand 
horse and ten thousand foot were embarked at 
Constantinople for the conquest of Africa 5 but 
the infantry, for the most part levied In Thrace 
nnd Isauria, yielded to the more prevailing use 
and reputation of the cavalry ; and the Scythian 
bow was the weapon on which the nrmies of Rome 
were now reduced to j^ce tbipir principal dct- 
pendence. From a laudable desire to assert the 
^gnity of his theme, Procopius defends the so!^ 
iliers of bis own time against <Sie morose critics, 
who confined tlitft respectable n^me to th^ heavy- 
armed warriors 0f antiquity, und maliciously obr 
served, that the word archer is introduced by Ho- 
mer^ as a term of contempt. ^* Such contempt 
" might perhaps be due to thie naked youths who. 
^^ appeared on foot in the ^fields 0i Troy, and, 
^' lurking behind a tomb-stone, or the shield of a 

^ See. the preface of Procopius. The eQemies of gr^hsrj xni^ht 
quote the reproaches of Diomede, Cliwd, A» 333, &&), and the per? 
mittere wlnera vent^s of Liican,. (viii, 3S4) : yet th^ Romaiu coiil4 
not despise the arrows of the Parthians; and in the siege of Troy, 
Pandaru8» Paris, and Tcucer, pierced those haughty warriors who ujt 
Wilted them as women or children. 



166 THB DBCLINB A.VD ffAlX 

PBAP. *' friend, drew the bow-stting to their hte^st,^ 
^L. '' and dismissed a feeble and lifeless arrow. But 
<< (HUT archers (pursues the historian) are mounted 
** on horses, which thej manage with admirable 
*^ skill; their head and sbpulders are protected by 
*^ a cask or buckler ; tl^ey wear greaves of iron on 
'' their legSiand their bodies are guarded by acoat 
'' of mail* Oq their right side hangs a quiver, a 
*' sword on their left, and th^ir hand is accustom- 
" ed to wield a lance, or javelin, in closer combat 
" Their bows are strong and weighty; they shoot 
^' in every possible direction, advancing; retreat- 
*^ ing, to the front, to the rear, or to either flank; 
*^ and as they are taught to draw the bow^i^striDg 
*^ not to the breast, but to the right ear^ firm in- 
** deed must be the armour that can resist the ra- 
" pid violence of their shaft." Five hundred trans- 
ports, navigated by twenty thousand mariners 
of Egypt, Cilicia, and Ionia, were collected in the 
l^arbour of Constantinople. The smallest of these 
vessels may be coinputed at ^irtyi the largest at 
live hundred tons ; and the fair average will sup- 
ply an allowance, liberal, but not profuse, of about 
one hundred thousand tons,^ for the reception of 

^ Kif^v fit¥ ^^t> «riX«r(*, Ttf^^ h fiiftf09t (Iliad. A, 123). How evQ' 
ciM— how just—how beautiful i^ the whole picture ! I see the atti- 
tudei of the archer*^! bear the twanging of the bow*-— 

^ The text appears to allow for the largest vessels 50,000 med(inni, 
or SOOO tons, (since the medimnut weighed 160 Roman, or 120 aver- 
4apoi8, pounds). I have giten a more rational interpretation, by 
supposing that the Attic style of Procopius conceals the legal and ft^ 
pttlar moififift, a sixth part of the aedimnw, (Hooper's Ancient Measures, 

p. m 
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thirty-^ve thousand soldiers and sailors^ of five ciiap. 
thousand horses, of arms, engines, and military ^J^^^- 
stores^ and of a sufficient stock of water and pro- 
visions for a voyage, perhaps, of three months. 
The proud galleys, which in former ages swept 
the Mediterranean With so many hundred oars, 
had long since disappeared; and the fleet of Justin 
nian was escorted only by ninety-two light brig- 
antines, covered from the missile weapons of the' 
enemy, and rowed by two thousand of the brave 
and robust youth of Constantinople. Twenty- 
two generals are named, most of whom were 
afterwards distinguislied in the wars of Aflica 
and Italy : but the supreme command, both by 
land and sea, was delegated to Belisarius alone, 
witfr a boundless power of acting according to' 
his discretion, as if the emperor himself were 
present The separation of the naval and mili- 
tary professions is at once the effect and the 
cause of the modem improvements in the science 
of navigation and maritime war. 

Itt the seventh year of the reign of Justinian, Departure 
and about the time of the summer solstice, the flta* 
whole fleet of six hundred ships was ranged in ^^^- ^^* 
martial pomp before the gardens of the palace. 
The patriarch pronounced his benediction, the 
emperor signified his last commands, the general's 
trumpet gave the signal of departure^ and every 
heart, according to its fears or wishes, explored 

P-152, &c.). A contrary, and indeed a rtranger, mistake, has crept 
into an oration of Dinarcbus, (contra Demosthenem, in Reiske Orator. 
6r«c. torn, iv, P. ii, p. 34). By reducing the numher of ships from 
^ to 50, and trad^lating ^th/ivu by minet, or pounds* Cousin has 
generously allowed 500 tons for the whole of the impofial ffeot U^ ' 
Did he ne^er think? 
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CHAP, with anxiws cariosity tiie omens of misScMrtune 
^i^ and success. The first halt was made at Perin- 
thus or Heraclea» where Beiisarius^ waited fire 
days to receire some Thradan horses, a military 
gift of his sovereign* From thence tlie fleet pur- 
sued their course tl^ough the midst of the Pro* 
pcMitis ; but as they struggled to pass tbe straits 
of the Hellespont, an unfarourahle wiqd detain- 
ed them four days at Abydus, where the general 
exhifafttfsd a memorable lesson of firmx&ess and 
sererity. Two of the Huns, who, in a drunken 
guarrel, had slain one of tbdr fellow-soldiarsi 
were instantly shewn to the army suspended aa 
a lofty gibbett The national indigaity was re- 
sented by their countrymen, who disclaimed the 
servile laws of the empire, pad asaertei} the free 
privil^;e of Scythia, where a small fii^ was 
allowed to expiate the hasty sallies of intesqper- 
ance^nd singer. Their complaints were specious, 
their clamours w^re loi^d, and the Romaas were 
not averse to the example of disorder and im-. 
punity. But the rising seditioti was i^ipeased 
by the authority and eloquence of the general; 
and he rqnesented to the assembled troops the 
obligation of justice, the importance of discipline, 
the rewards of piety and virtue, and the unpar- 
donable guilt of murder, which, in his apprehen- 
sion, was aggravated rather than excused by tiie 
vice of intoxication.^ In the navigation from the 
Hellespont to Peloponnesus, which the Greeks, 

1 I have read of a Greek legiriator, who inSicted a douUe penalty on 
ihft crimes committed in a state of intoxication ; but it seems agreed 
0at this was rathor a political than a moral law. 
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after ike Bk^ ef Troy* bad perforqi^ Ui four chap. 
days,"* the fleet. ^ 3elisams was guided m their ^^"^ 
courseby hisirias|er-gitlley»'CaiispiciiauB m theday 
by the redness ^tlie $ails, and in the night by the 
tcNTches blazuig frwi the mast-head. It ina$ ikhe 
duty of the piloted &$ they steered between the 
islands, and turned the c«{»e3 of Male^ and Ta»a* 
rium» to {^^eserve the just ordei: and regular inter* 
vals of. sueh a multitude of ships ; as the wind 
was fyiy and moderate^ their labours were net xm 
successful, mid the troops were safely disenibaHi* 
ed at Meihone (m the Messeman coast, to repose 
th^nseivesfbra while after the fatigues of thesea. 
In t^is place they experienced how avarice, in- 
vested with ai^thority, may sport with the Ui^es;Qf 
thousands wbtcb are bravely espposed for tbepub^ 
Uc service- According to military pmetice, t^ 
bread Or bisqaH of the Romans was twice prepared' 
in the oven^ and a diminution of one^fourth was 
cbeeriidly allowed for.the loss of weight. To^dn 
this miser ^k profit, and to save the ciqpence of 
wood, the. prefect John of C^padocija had given 
orders that the flour shofdd be slightly baked by 
the same &e wbich warmed the baths of Conrtai^ 
tinople: and when ,the sadcs were opened, a soil 
$Aid mouldy paste was distributed to the araiy. 
Such uawholesomefood,assistedby theheat of the 
climate and season, soon produced an epidemical 

■ Or even in three days, srnoe they anchored the first evening hi 
the neighbouring isle of Tenedos: the second day they sailed to Les- 
hos, the third to the promontory of EubcBft^ and on the fourth thef 
reached Argos, (Homer, Odyss r, 130-183. Wood's Essay on Ho- 
mer, p« 40*46). A pirate sailed from the Hellespont to the feapoit 
at Sparta in three days, (Xenophon, Hellen* L U, c. 1). * 
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cttAf. dfsease, which swept away five hvndred soUUersv 
^JSiHl^ Their health was restored by the diligence of Be- 
lisarius, who provided fresh bread at J\f ethone, 
and boldly expressed his just and humane indigna- 
tion : the emperor heard his complaint ; the gene- 
ral tiras praised; but the mitiisterwas not punished. 
From the port of MethoUe, the pilots steered 
along the western coast of Peloponnesus, as far as 
the isle of Zaeynthus or Zant, before they under 
took the voyage (in their eyes a most arduous 
voyage) of one hundred leagues over the Ionian 
sea. As the fleet was surprised by a calm, sixteen 
days were consumed in the slow navigation ; and 
even the general would have suffered the intoler* 
able hardship of thirst, if the ingemiity of Anto- 
mna had not preserved the water in glass bottles, 
which she buried deep in the sand in a part of the 
ship impervious to the rays of the sun. At length 
the harbour of Caucana,** on tiie southern side 
of Sicily, afforded a secure and hospitable sl^lter. 
The Gotliic officers who governed the island in the 
name of the daughter and grandson of Theodoric, 
obeyed their imprudent orders, to receive the 
troops of Justmian like frioids and alKes ; provi- 
sions were liberally supplied, the cavalry was 
remounted,"* and Procopius soon returned from 
Syracuse with correctinformationof the state and 

* Caucana, neat Camarina, is at least 50 miles (350 or 400 stadia) 
from Syracuse, (Cluver, Sicilia Antiqua, p. 191). 

* Prooopius, Gothic 1. i, c. 3. Tibi tollit hinnitum ^pta quadri« 
gift equa* in the Sicilian jpastures of Grosphus, (Horat. Carm. ii* 16> 
Acragas • • • . magnanimum quondam generator equorum, (yirg. 
^neid. iii, 704). There's horses, whose rictories are immortalized 
ly Pindar, were bred in this country. 
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desi^s of tbe Vandals. Hk laMlligeiMe detoN* chap, 
mined Belisarius to hasten Im opemtions^ and ^^^^'^ 
his wise impatience was secmided by the winds. 
The fleet lost sight of Sidly, passed before tbe 
isle of Malta, discovered the capes of Africa^ ran 
alon^ the coast with a stroi^ gale from tbe 
north-east, and finally cast anchor at tbe pro* 
montory of Caput Vada, about five days journey 
to the south of Carthage.^ 

If Gelimer had been informed of the aj^roach f^^^^ 
of the eneviy, he must have delayed the conquest ^^e cout 
of Sardinia, for the immediate defence of his per-^sept«n^ 
son and kingdom. A detachment of five thousand 
soldiers, and one hundred and twenty galleysi 
Avould have joined the remaining forces of the 
Vandals; and the descendant of Genseric might 
Imve surprised and oppressed a fleet of deep-ltKlen. 
transports, incapable of action, and of light brig- 
antines, that seemed only qualified for flight. Be* 
lisariushad secretly trembled when he overheard 
bis soldiers, in the passage, emboldening each 
other to confess their apprehensions : if they were 
once on shore, they hoped to maintain tbe 
honour of their arms ; but if they should be at- 
tacked at sea, they did not blush to acknowledge 
that they wanted courage to contend at the same 
time with tiie winds, the waves, ;and the bar 
barians.^ The knowledge of their sentiments 

9 The Caput vada of Procopius* (where Justinian af^erw^rds founded 
a city^^e Edific. I. vi» c. 6)* is the promontory of Ammop ^ Strabo^ 
the Brachodes of Ptolemy* the Capaudia of the moderns,. a lori|r 
narrow slip that runs into the sea, (Shaw's Travels, p; 111). 

'^ A centurion of MarJc Antoi^ expressed, though in a more manly 
strain, the same dislike to the sea and to naval comba^, (Plutarch ii^ 
Antonio, p. 1730, edit. Hen. Steph.). 
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dericted Belisarkis to seize the first opportonitf 
of landing them on the coast of Africa ; and he 
prudently rejected, in a eoancil of war, the pro- 
posal of sailbig with the fleet and army into the 
port of Ctt'thage. Three months after their de* 
parture from Constantinople, the men and famses, 
the arms and military stores, were safely disem- 
barked, and five soldiers were left as a guard on 
board each of the ships, which were disposed in 
the form of a semicircle. The remmnder of the 
troops occujned a camp on the sea^sh«re, which 
they fortified, accorduig to ancient discipline, 
with a ditch and rampart i and the discovery of 
a source of fresh water, while it allayed the thiist, 
excited the supersti^us confidence of the Ro- 
mans. The next morning, some of the neigfa* 
bouring gardens w^re pillaged ; and Belisarius, 
after chastising the offenders, embraced the slight 
occasion, but the decisive moment, of inculcating 
the maxims of justice, moderation, and genuine 
policy.—** When I first accepted the commission 
^ of subduing Africa, I depended much less," 
said the general, ** on the numbers, or even the 
^* bravery, of my troops, than upon the friendlj 
** disposition of the natives, and their immortal 
*• hatred to the Vandals, You alone can deprive 
** me of this hope : if you continue to extort by 
^ rapine what mi^ht be purchased for a little 
** money, such acts of violence will reconcile 
** these implacable enemies, and unite Uiem in a 
** just and holy league against the invaders of 
•* their country.'* These exhortations were en- 
forced by a rigid discipline, of which the soldiers 



ih^Ensdtes soon felt afnd praised the sahifary chap. 
effects. The inhabitants, iiwtead of deserting ^^il" 
their lioiises, ^r faidliig th^ireern, supplied the 
Romans with a Mr and Kbaral market r the ci- 
vil officers of the province eontiAfiied to exercise 
their functions id the name of Jtistinian ; and 
the clergy^ from motrres of 'conscience and in- 
terest^ assiduously laboured to prratiote the cause 
of a^ eatholie emp^^r. The smilU town of Btil- 
lecte/ one day's journey from the camp, had the 
faoncfirr of being foremost t& open Jier gates, and 
to resume her ancient allegtaiice : the 'larger 
citita of Leptis aiid Advumettmi imitated the 
exatuple of* Royalty as soon as Befisarius appear* 
ed; and he advanced without c^poskion as &r 
as Orasse^ a palsice' of tlte Vanditl biergs, at the 
disttttice of fifty miles from Cs^thage. The 
wearf^ 'Romans SBidttlged themselves in the re- 
freshment of sh^djr groves^ coot fimnt«tns, and 
delicious fruits } and the prefereiifce whic^ Pro* 
copius a£k>ws to these ^irdens over any that 
he had seen, eiiher in the East or West, may 
be ascribed either to the taste or the &t%ue of 
the histotian. In three gen««tions prosperity 
dM' a warm cfimate had dissolved the hardy 
¥irtuiBf of the Vandals^ who insensftly' became 
the luost hixurious of mankind.' * In t^ir vil^ 
las Uttd gariens,^ which might <leserve the Per^ 

* SuHcete §8 perhapb the Turns H«niiitRdQs,aii old buildings now as 
^ge as the towev of London. The march of Belisarlus te Leptit^ - 
Adnimettim, &c. is illastrated by the campaign of Cssar, (Hirtius, 
<te B^Oo itfrtcano, with the Analyse of Gulchardt), and Shaw*s Tta^ 
vels, (p. 10^118), in the same country. 
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CUAF. sian name o£ paradise,* thej enjoyed a cool and 
mJ^hL^^ el^ant reppse; and, after the daUy use. of the 
bath, the barbarians were sqated at a table pro- 
fusely spread with the delicacjles of the land and 
sea. Their silken robes, loosely. flQwbig, after 
the fadiion of the Medes, were embraidered 
with gold : Iqve i^id bttiiting were the labours 
of their life ; and their vacant hours were .amus- 
ed by pantoniiin^Sj chariotrraces, and the m^sk 
and dances of th^ thea(r^. 
v**^dd*?* In a march of tm or twelve days, .tbe.ir^- 
A flint bat. ance of Belisarius was constantly awa}s:e and ' 
*'^' active against his unsf^^n epemi^s, by whoppi, in 

^vejQT place> and at every hpur^ he. might h^^ suci- 
4enly attacked. . An o$cer of copifidence and 
merit, John ;tl^e Armenian, led the ran^ard of 
three hundred ^o]:se; six hundi^^d Mass^getas 
covecefi at a certain disjtanee:t|^ Mt flaffki and 
the whole fleet steering along the ^ast, ^dom 
lof t S)j^ht of the army, which, moved eaph day 
about tivelve ,n^^s, and lo%e4 in the ev^Aing 
in strong, caiinps or in fri^idfy towns. The 
near approach pf the Romat|S |x> Carthage, filled 
the mind of Gflimer with ^an:pety and terror. 
He poiident^y wishejl to protrftct the war till his 
bjTOtber, with his veteran troops should rQti«ro 
.tjqom the cc^quest of SardfiMg;: and h§.jtipiv la- 
mented the r^ fiplicy:of bis ancestfii^i who, by 

. ." tttt^itlu^tf icakkd^if Miuvrm uv tif^ue io'/nv. The paradises^i^oanft 
and fashion adopted (torn Fersiaf« may he repiresented by .the royal 
garden of Ispa^n, (Voyi^ge fl'Oleartufi, p. 77^. S^Qk iDr-tbe Greek 
romanced, their most perfect model, (lfO];)ig>is^j.f^a^M$^^* j^i^.;p*,9S* 
ioi. Achilles Tatius, L i, p» 22» 2;3> . • ,<;i -; 
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destroying the fortifications of Africa^ had left chaf. 
him only the dangerous resource of risking a _^^'- 
battle in the neighbourhood of his capital. The 
Vandal conquerors, from' their original number 
of fifty thousahd, were multiplied, without in- 
cluding their women and children, to one hundred 
and sixty thousand fitting men : and such for- 
ces, animated with vdlour and union^ might have 
crushed, at their first landing, the feeble and 
exhausted bands of the Homan general. But 
the friends of ^e captive king were more inclin- 
ed to accept the invitations, than to resist the 
progress, of Belisarius ; and many a proud bar- 
barian disgdised his aij^ersjon to war under the 
more specious name of his hatted to the usurper. 
Y^t the auth{)rity and {Promises of Gelimer col- 
lected a. f(»inidable army, and his plans were 
concerted with some degree of military skill. An 
order was despfttdhed to his. brother Ammatas, 
to collect all the forces of Carthage, and to en- 
counter the v£m of the Roman mrmy at the dis- 
tance of ten miles frcMn the city ; his nephew 
Gibamund, with two thousand horse, was des> 
tined to attack their left, when the monarch him- 
seU; who silently followed, should charge their 
rear, in a situation which excluded them from the 
aid or even the view of their fieet. But the rash- 
ness of Anupatas was ilEttal to himself and his 
country. He anticipated the hour of attack, 
^tstripped hid tardy followers, and was pierced 
with a mortal wound, after he had slain with his 
own hand twelye of his boldest antagonists. His 
Vandals fled to Owthdge; the highway, alihort 
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CHAP, ten miles, was strenned with dead bodies; and it 
^}^ seemed incred&le that such mufeitudes could be 
slaughtered hj the swords of three hundred Ro* 
xmms. The nephew of Geiioier was defeated 
after a slight combat by the six hundred Massa< 
getae: they did not equal the third part of te 
numbers : but each Scythian was fired by tbe 
example of his chief» who gloriously exercised tk 
privilege of his family, by riding foremost d 
alone to shoot the first arrow against the enemj. 
lathe meanwhile, Gelimer himself, ignorant of 
the event, and misguided by the windings of the 
hills, inadvertently passed the Roman armj^aod 
reached the scetie of action wh^ Ammatasbad 
fallen. He w^t the fate of his brother and of 
Carthage, charged with irresistible fiiry the ad- 
vancing squadrons, and might hmpe pursued and 
perhaps decided, the victory^ if ke'had not wasted 
those inestimable moments iii thf^dkcfaargeofa 
vain, though pious^ duty to Ule dfead^ "WhUebis 
spirit was broken by this motimfttl ofilee^ he beard 
jtiie trumpet of Belislirius^ who leaving Abtonioa 
and his infantry in the camp^ ]»^sed forwan^ 
with his guards dnd the remainder of the cavalry 
to .rally his flying ^oops, and to i?estore the for 
ttme of the day. Much roofaif could not be foun^ 
in this disorderly battle ^ f he talents of a p- 
meral; but the kiiiglled'b<ifofe t^ heto; and (i^ 
Vandals aetiu^aiMd 'onlyj^td M -Mobrish eDemy) 
is6^«ied|icapabie of witfaiMaftdiitig'th^ akm and ^ 
dciplitke. <tf th4 It(Hi4diis. iSellm^f i^t^ed with 
ikasty stqpKi 1?owarlb4he desei^ of'NumMia; b^^ 
lie iiad sjKm the OMsolatiob ^ iMrfateg tbat bi' 
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priv^ate orders for the execution of Hilderic and chap. 
his captive friends had been faithfully obeyed. ;,^^^ ^^ 
The tyrant's revenge ^was useful only to his 
enemies. . The death of a lawful prince excited 
the compassion of his people *, his liffi might have 
perplexed the victorious Romans ; and the lieu- 
tenant of Justinian, by a crime of which he was 
innocent, was relieved from the painful alterna- 
tive of forfeiting his honour or relinquishing his 
conquests* 

As soon as the tumult had subsided, the several Reductioii 
parts of the army informed each other of the thage, 
accidents of the day ; and Belisarius pitched his ^p^'i^' 
camp on the field of victory, to which the tenth 
mile-stone from Carthage had applied the Latin 
appellation of cfecimw^. From a wise suspicion of 
the stratagems and resources of the Vandals, he 
marched the next day in order of battle, halted 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage, and 
allowed a night of repose, that he might not, in 
darkness and disorder, expose the city to the li- 
cense of the soldiers, or the soldiers themselves to 
the secret ambush of the city. But as the fears 
of Belisarius were the result of cal^i and intrepid 
reason, he was soon satisfied that he might con- 
fide, without danger, in the peaceful and friendly 
aspect of the capital. Carthage blazed with in<« 
numerable torches, the signals of the pubUcjoy; 
the chain was removed that guarded the entrance 
of the port; the gates were thrown open,. and 
the people, with acclamations of gratitude, hailed 
and invited their Roman deliverers. The defeat 
of the Vandals, and the freedom of Africa, were 
VOL. vn. N 
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Bimouiioed to the citj on the eve ai St. Cyprian, 
when the chtirches were ahready adorned and illu- 
minated for the festival of the martyr, whom 
three centuries of superstition had almost raisedto 
a local deity. The Arians, conscious that their 
reign had eaipired, resigned the temple to Uie ca- 
thoficSy who rescued their saint from profane 
hands, performed the holy rites, and loudly pro- 
daimed the creed of Athanasius and Justinian. 
One awful hour reversed the fortunes of the con- 
tending parties. The suppliant Vandals, who had 
00 lately indulged the vices of conquerors, sought 
an humble refuge in the sanctuary of the church; 
whHe the merchants of the East were delivered 
frcAn the deepest dungeon of the palace by their 
afijri^ted keeper, who implored the protection 
of hb captives, and shewed them, through an 
aperture in the wall, the sails of the Roman fleet 
After thehr separation from the army, the naval 
commanders had proceeded with slo^ caution 
along the coast, till they reached the Hermsean 
iMTomoiitory, and obtained the first intelligence of 
the yiciorj of Belisarius. Faithful to his in- 
structions, they would have cast anchor about 
twenty Iniles from Carthage, if the more skilftd 
seainen had hot represented the perilsof theshore, 
aiid the .signs of an impending tempest. Still 
ignorant of the revolution, they declined, how- I 
ever, tiie rash attempt of forcing the chain of the 
port ; and the adjacent harbour and subuil) of j 
Mandracinm were insulted only by the rapine of 
a private officer who disobeyed and deserted his | 
leaders. But the hnperial fleet, advancing with 
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B fair wind, steered throi^ the narrow entrance chat. 
of the Goletta, and occupied in the deep and ca- ^^J;^. 
pacicms lake of Tunis, a secure station about five ' 
miles from the capital/ No sooner was B^li- 
sarius informedpf their arrival, thanhed^qpat^jied 
orders that the greatest part of the mariners 
should be immediately landed to join the triumph, 
and tb swell the apparent numbers of the Rq* 
mans. Before he allowed them to enter the gates 
of Carthage, he exhorted them, in a discourse 
worthy of himself and the occasion, not to dis- 
grace the glory o£ their arms ; and to remember 
that the Vandals had been the t3rrant$, but that 
they were the deliverers of the Africpns, who must 
now be respected as the voluntary and affectionate 
subjects of their common sovereign. The Ro- 
mans marched through thj$ streets in clo^ ranjcs, 
prepared for battle if an enepcny had appeared ; 
the strict order maintained by the general, im- 
printed on their minds the duty pf obedience ; aiKi 
in an age in which custom and impunity al- 
most sanctified the abuse of conquest, the genius 
of one man repressed the passions of a victorious 
army. The voice of menace and complaint wais 
silent; the trade of Carthage was not interrupted; 
while Africa changed h^r master and h^r gpv^m- 

* The neighbourhood of Carthage, the sea, the land, and the rivers* 
are changed almost as much as the works of man. Thit isthmus* or 
ned:, of the dty is now confomidod wHh the continent ; the hartottt 
is a dry plain ; and the lake, or stagnum, no more than a morass, with 
six or seven feet Water in the mid-diannel. See d'Ani^e, <Geogni« 
phie Ancienne, torn, iii, p. 62) ; Shaw» (Travels, p. 7T-M) ; BI«mMl« 
(Description de I'AIVique, torn, ii, p. 465)» and Thuanuf , 0tin» it, 
torn, iii, p. S34). 

N2 
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CHAP, ment, the shops continued open and busy; and 
^^Lu thesoldiers, aftersufficientguardshadbeenposted, 
modestly departed to the houses-which were al- 
lotted for their reception. Belisarius fixed hi? 
residence in the palace ; seated ^limself on the 
■ throne of Genseric ; accepted and distributed tk 
barbaric spoil ;. gran ted tbeh* lives to the sup 
pliaht Vandals ; and laboured to repair the da- 
mage which the suburb of Mandracium had su$ 
tained ia the preceding night. At supper he 
entertained his principal officers with the form 
and magnificence of a royal banquet." The 
victor was respectfully served by the captive offi- 
cers of the household; and in the momeDtsot 
festivity, when the impartial spectators applauded 
the fortune and merit of Belisarius, his envious 
flatterers secretly shed their venom on every word 
and gesture which might alarm the suspicions of 
a jealous monarch. One day was given to these 

• pompous scenes, which may not be despised as 

• useless, if they attracted the popular veneratioD; 
but the active mind of Belisarius, which in tk 
pride of victory could suppose a defeat, had al- 
ready resolved, that the Roman empire in Africa 
should not depend on the chance of arms, or tte 
favour of the people. The fortifications of Car- 
thage had alone been exempted from the gen^r^ 
proscription; but in the reign of ninety-five J^^ 

itliey were suffered to decay by the thoughtless 

" From Delphi, the name of Delphicum was given, both in " I 
ijnd Latin, to a tripod : and, by an easy analogy, the same api*»* 
''^^-JW^raj extended at Rome, Constantinople^ and Carthage, to tb^'^' \ 
banqueting room, (Procopius, Vandal. 1. i, c. 21. Ducange* Gl*- 1 
Graec. p. 877. AfXf<»«», ad Alexiad. p. 412). 



c-Hid indolcDt'Vandals. A wiser conqueron jee- chap. 
stored with incredible despatch the walls and J^'*^^ 
ditches of the city* His liberality encouraged 
the workman;; the soldiers, the mariners^ and. 
the citizenSfrvied with each other in the salutary 
labour ; and Gelimer, who had feared to trust his 
person in an open town, beheld with astonish- 
ment and despair the rising strength of an im* 
pregnable fortress. 

That unfortunate monarch, after the loss of his Final de- 
capital, applied himself to collect the remains of ceiimer 
an army scattered, rather than destroyed, by the y^^^^ 
preceding battle ; and the hopes of pillage at- a. d. 533, 
tracted some Moorish bands to the standard of berr°*" 
Gelimer. He encamped in the fields of Bulla, 
four days journey from Carthage ; insulted the ■ 
capital, which he deprived of the use of an aque- 
duct ; j)roposed an high reward for the head of * 
every Koman ; affected to spare the persons and 
property of his African subjects, and secretly ne- 
gotiated with the Arian sectaries and the con- 
federate Huns* Under these circumstances, the 
conquest of Sardinia served only to aggravate his 
distress ; he reflected with the deepest anguish, 
that he had wasted, in that useless enterprise, five 
thousand of his bravest troops ; and he read, with 
grief and shame, the victorious letters of his bro- 
ther Zano, who expressed a sanguine confidence 
that .the king, after the example of their an- 
cestors, had already chastised the rashness^of the 
Roman invader. " Alas ! my brother," replied 
Gelimer, " Heaven has declared against our un- 
'^ happy nation. While you have subdued Sar-t 

N 3 



CUAi^. *9 ^a&ty we hare lost Africa. No MiJaer A! 

nn^Sl^it. ** Bclisarhis i^pear with a haadfiil of soMien, 
^ than courage and prosperit j deserted the txwk 
^ of the Vandals. Your nephew Gibamumt, jm 
<* (MTdther Ammatas, hare been betr^ped to death 
"by the cowar<ficc of their followers. Onr 
** horses* our ships, Carthage itself, and aU Afri* 
** ca, are in the power of the en^nj. Yet 
'* the Vendals still prefer an ignominious tf^ 
^ at the expenee ^f their wires and children, 
^ their wealth ftittd libertj. Nothing now r^ 
^ mains, except the field of Bulla, and the hope 
^ of your valour. Abandon Sardinia ; fly to our 
" relief; restore our empire, or perish by our 
•* side.**^ On the receipt of this epistle, Zano 
imparted his grief to the principal Vandals ; but 
the intelligence was prudently concealed ftom 
the natives of the island. The troops embarked 
in one hundred and twenty galleys at the port 
of Cagliari, cast anchor the third day on the 
confines of Mauritania, and hastily pursued their 
march to join the royal standard in the camp of 
Bulla. Mournful was the interview : the two 
brothers embraced; they wept in siIelice;no 
questions were asked of the Sardinian victory; 
no inquiries were made of the African niitfor- 
tunes : they saw before their eyes the whole ex- 
tent of their calamities ; and the absence of thdr 
wives and children aiTorded a melanchdy proof, 
that either death or captivity had been their lot. 
The languid spirit of the Vandals was at tog^ 
awakened and united by the entreaties of their 
kmg, the example of Zano, and the instant 
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4mBgef tiHtijeh threatened their moaarchj and re* e H af. 
ligion. The mflitary strength of the nation ad* J^^ 
vanctd to battle; and such was the rapid increase, 
that, before their armf reached Tricameron, a* 
bout twenty miles from Carthage, they might 
boast, perhaps with s(»ne exaggeration, that they 
surpassed, in a t^fold proportion, the diminutive 
powers of the Romans. But these powers were 
under the command of Belisarius : and, as he 
was conscious of their superior merit, he per* 
mitted the barbarians to surprise him at an un- 
sciasonable hour. The Romans ^ere instantly 
-uhder arms : a rivulet covered their front; the 
ciivalry formed the first line, which Belisarius 
supported in the centre, at the head of five hun* 
dred guards ; the infantry, at some distance, was 
posted in the second line ; and the vigilance of 
the general watched the separate station and am* 
biguous faith of the Massageta&, who secretly re- 
served their aid for the conquerors. The historian 
has inserted, and the reader may easily supply, 
the speeches* of the commanders, who, l^ ar- 
gument^ the most apposite to their situation, in* 
culcated the importance of victory, and the con- 
tempt of life. Zano, with the troops which had 
followed him to the conquest of Sardinia, was 
placed in the centre ; and the throne of Genseri<* 
might have stood, if the multitude of Vandals 
had imitated their intrepid resolution. Casting 
away their lances and missile weapons, they drew 

* These oratitnrt always exprtest the senit at the times, and Mine- 
times of the actevs. I hare condensed that sense, and thrown away 
deelamation. 
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CHAP, their swords, aod expected the charge : the Roe 
s^^ll^ nian cavalry thrice passed the rivulet ; they were 
thrice repulsed; and the coaflict was firmly malD* 
tained, till Zano iell, and the standard of Beli* 
sarius was displayed. Gelimer retreated to his 
camp ; the Huns joiaed the pursuit ; and tie 
victors despoiled the bodies of the slain. Yet 
po more than fifty Romans, and eight hundred 
Vandals, were found on the field of battle; so 
inconsiderable was the carnage of a day, whicli 
extinguished a nation, and transferred the empire 
of Africa. In the evening, Belisarius led his in- 
fantry to the attack of the camp ; and the pusil- 
Janimous flight of Gelimer exposed the vanity of 
his recent declarations, that, to the vanquished, 
death was a relief, like a burden, and infamy tbe 
only object of terror. His departure was secret; 
but as soon as the Vandals discovered that their 
king had deserted them, they hastily dispersed, 
anxious only for their personal safety, and careless 
of every object that is dear or valuable to man- 
kind. The Romans entered the camp without 
resistance ; and the wildest scenes of disorder were 
veiled in the darkness and confusion of the night. 
Every barbarian who met their swords was ifl- 
humanly massacred; their widows and daughters, 
as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, were em- 
braced by the licentious soldiers; and avarice it- 
self was almost satiated with the treasures of gold 
and silver, the accumulated fruits of conquest of 
economy in a long period of prosperity and 
peace. In this frantic search, the troops, even of 
Belisarius, forgot their cautioi;! and respect, b^ 
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toxicated with lust and rapine, they explored in chap. 
small parties, or alone, the adjacent fields, the ^^^* 
woods, the rocks, and the caverns, that might 
possibly conceal any desirable prize : laden with 
booty, they deserted their ranks, and wandered, 
without a guide, on the high road to Carthage ; 
and if the flying enemies had dared to return, 
very few of the conquerors' would have escaped: 
Deeply sensible of the disgrace and danger, Beli- 
sarius passed an apprehensive night in the field of 
victory : at the dawn of day, he planted his 
st^dard on a hill, recalled his guards and ve- 
terans, and gradually restored the modesty and 
obedience of the camp. It was equally the con* 
cern of the Roman general to subdue the hostile, 
and to save the prostrate barbarian ; and the sup* 
pliant Vandals, who could be found only in 
churches, were protected by his authority, disv 
armed, and separately confined, that they might 
neither disturb the public peace, nor become the 
victims of popular revenge. After despatching a 
light detachment to tread the footsteps of Geli- 
mer, he advanced with his whole army, about 
ten days march, as far as Hippo Regius, which 
no longer possessed the relics of St. Augustin/ 

' The relics of St. Augu^tin were carried by the African bishops to 
their Sardinian exile, (A. D. 500) ; and it was believed in the viiith 
century, that Liutprand, king of the Lombards, transported them 
(A. 0. 731) from Sardinia to Favia. In the year 1695, the Augustiii 
friarsof that city /owftcf a brick arch, marble coffin, siWer case, silk 
wrapper, bones, blood, &«. and perhaps an inscription of Agostino, in 
Gothic letters. But this useful discovery has been dispute by reason 
and jealousy, (Baronius, Annal. A. D. 725, N*. 2»0. Tillemont, 

Mem« 
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CH AP. The season, and the certain inteD^etice that the 
cac^^,^ Vandal had fled to the inaccessible country rf 
the Moors, determined Behsarius to relinquisli 
the vain pursuit, and to fix his winter-quarters 
at Carthage. From thence he despatched his 
principal lieutenant, to inform the emperor, that 
in the space of three months he had achieved 
the conquest of Africa. 
CoaqucM Bclisarius spoke the language of trutii. The 
by B«ite- surviving Vandals yielded, without resistance, 
aI'd a^ ^^^ **™* ^^^ **^^ freedom : the neighboujrhood 
of Carthage submitted to his presence ; and the 
more distant provinces were successively sulxlued 
bjr the report of his victory. Tripoli was con- 
firmed in her voluntary allegiance ; Sardinia and 
Corsica surrendered to an officer, who carried, 
instead of a sword, the head of the valiant Zano; 
and the isles of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvica, 
consented to remain an humble appendage <^the 
African kingdom. Caesarea, a royal city, which 
in looser geography may be confounded with the 
modem Algiers, was situate thirty days march 
to the westward of Carthage : by land, the road 
was infested by the Moors ; but the sea was open, 
and jthe Romans were now masters of the sea. 
An active and discreet tribune sailed as far as the 
Straits, where he occupied Septem or Ceuta/ 

Mem. EecIcA. torn, xii), p. 944 Montfaucon, Dicrium Itat p. td-Sf^ 
Muratori* Antiq. ItaK Madii iBvi, torn. ▼, dissert. Iviii, p. 9, who had 
eomposcd a separate treatise belbre the decree of the Irishap of Pana, 
aad Pope Benedict XIII). 

" T« rnt vtXtnms ir^Mi^** fa the expreaaioa of Proflopius, (de tiiSc 
1* vi» c. 7). Ceuta, which hasbeen defaced by the Portuguese, flourished in 

nobles 
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which rises opposite to Gibraltar on the Afrieaa 6tf ak 
coast; that remote place was afterwards adorned 
and fortified by Justinian ; and he seems to hare 
indulged the vain ambition of extending bis em« 
pire to the columns of Hercules. He received 
the messengers of victory at the time when he 
was preparing to publish the pandects of the 
Roman law ; and the devout or jealous emperor 
celebrated the divine goodness, and confessed, in 
silence, the merit of his successful general.* Im- 
patient to abolish the temporal and spiritual 
tyranny of the Vandals, he proceeded, without 
delay, to the full establishment of the catholic 
church. Her jurisdiction, wealth, and immu- 
nities, perhaps the most essential part of epis- 
copal religion, were restored and amplified with a 
liberal hand ; the Arian worship was suppressed ; 
the Donatist meetings were proscribed ;** and 
the synod of Carthage, by the voice of two hun- 
dred and seventeen bishops,"" applauded the just 
measure of pious retaliation. On such an oc- 
casion, it may not be presumed, that many 

nobles and palaces, in agriculture and manufactdreB, under the more 
jMrosperous ragn of the Arabt, d'Afrique de Mdrmol, tooft. ii« p. tStf). 

» See the second and third preambles to the Digest, or Pandects, 
promulgated A. D. 533, December 16, To the titles of Vandalicw 
and Afiieanui, Justifiian, or rather Belisarlus. had acquired a juil 
claim : Gctkieus was premature, and Franeieu$ false, and offensive te 
a great nation. 

* See the original acts in Baronius, (A. D. 535, Jf: «l-54). The 
emperor applauds bis own clemency to the heretics, cum suiBciftt eia 
▼Jvere. 

« Dupin (Geograph. Sacra AfrJcana, p. lix, ad Optat. Milev.) ob- 
serves and bewails this episcopal decay. In the more prosperous age 
eftheditttch* he had noticed 690 bishoprics ; but however mimita 
were the diooesses, it is not probable that they all existed at the same 
time. 
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c H A IV prtliodox prelates were absent ; hut the compara- 
tive smallness of their number, which in ancient 
councils bad been twice or even thrice multiplied, 
most clearly indicates the decay both of the church 
and state. While Justinian approved himself the 
defender of the faith, he entertained an ambitious 
hope,that his victorious lieutenant would speedily 
enlarge the narrow limits of his dominion to 
the space which they occupied before the invasion 
of the Moors and Vandals ; and Belisarius was 
instructed to establish five dukes or commanders 
in the convenient stations of Tripoli, Leptis, 
Cirta, Caesarea, and Sardinia, and to compute 
the military force of palatines or borderers that 
might be sufficient for the defence of Africa. 
The kingdom of the Vandals was not unworthy 
of the presence of a pretorian prefect ; and four 
consulars, three presidents, were appointed to 
administer the seven provinces under his civil ju- 
risdiction. The number of their subordinate offi- 
cers, clerks, messengers, or assistants, was minute- 
ly expressed; three hupdr^d and ninety-six for the 
prefect himself, fifty for each of his vicegerents ; 
and the rigid definition of their fees and salaries 
was more effectual to confirm the right, than to 
prevent the abuse. These magistrates might be 
oppressive, but they were not idle ; and the subtle 
' questions of justice and reven ue were infinitely pro- 
pagated under the new government, which pro- 
fessed to revive the freedom and equity of the 
Roman republic. The conqueror was solicitous 
to exact a prompt and plentiful supply from his 
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African sutyects; and he allowed them to claim, chap. 
even in the third degree, and from the collateral ^^^^ 
line, the houses and lands of which their famili^ 
had been unjustly despoiled by the Vandals. After 
the departure of Belisarius, who acted by an higi 
and special commission, no ordinary provision was 
made for a master-general of the. forces; but the 
office of pretorian prefect was intrusted to. $ 
soldier; the civil and military powers were united, 
accordiug to the practice of Justinian, in the chi^f 
governor; and the representative of^the emperor 
ill Africa, ais well as in Italy, was soon distinguished 
by the appellation of .E?^Arch»** 

Yet the conquest of Africa was imperfect, tiii ^j^**"^**, 
her former sovereign was delivered, either aUye vity of 
or dead, into the hands of the Romans. Doubtful j^^ d.*$34, 
of the eventi Gelimer had given secret orders that r"*^* 
a part of his treasure should be transported to 
Spa?n, where he hoped to find a secure refuge at 
the court of the king of the Visigoths. Bi^ 
these intentions were disappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the indefatigable pursuit of hig 
enemies, who intercepted his flight from the sei^r 
shore, and chased the uiifortunate monarch, witjn 
some faithful followers, to the inaccessible mouiv- 
tain of Papua ,*" in the inland country of Numidia. 



' The African laws of Justmian are illustrated by his German bi«- 
jgrapher, Co<L I. i, tit. 27. Novell. 36, 37, 131. Vit. Justinian, ^ 
349-377.) - 

* Mount Papua is placed by d* Anville (torn. ii!. p. 92, and. TabuL 
imp. Rom. Occident) near Hippo Regius and the sea ; yet thia situ- 
ation ill agrees with the long pursuit beyond Hippo, and tbe woti$ 
/>f Procoipus, (1, ii, c. i), tv rttf Niy^W t^x^rti* „ 
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CHAF. He wu immediately besieged by Pbaras, an of- 
^ ficer whose truth and sobriety were the more ap- 
idauded, as such qualities oould seldom foe found 
among the Heruli» the most corrupt of the bar- 
barian tribes. To his vigilance Belisarius had 
intrusted this important diarge ; and, after a bold 
attempt to scale the mountain, in which he lost an 
hundred and ten soldiers, Pharas expected, during 
a winter siege, the operation of distress and fa- 
mine on the mind of the Vandal king. From tbe 
softest habits of pleasure, from the unbounded 
command of industry and wealth, he was re- 
duced to share the poverty of the Moors,' sup- 
portable only to themselves by their ignorance of 
a happia* condition. In their rude hovels, of 
mud and hurdles, which confined the smoke and 
excluded the lig^t, they promiscuously slept on 
the ground, perhaps on a sheep-skin, with their 
wives, their children, and thdr cattle. Sordid 
and scanty were their garments; the use. of bread 
and wine was unknown ; and their oaten or barlej 
CBkes, imperfectly baked in the ashes, were de- 
voured almost in a crude state by the hun^ 
savages. The health- of Gelimer must have sunk 
under these strange and unwonted hardships, from 
whatsoever cause they had been endured; but 
his actual misery was embittered by the recollec- 
tion of past greatness, the daily insolence of his 
protectors, and the just apprehension, that tbe 

f SbiMT Crrav«1«, p. ttO) mott aeeiifattly represents tlie mannas 
«f the Bedoweeofl mui KKbyle*, tbe la^t of ivfaotn, by tlieir lingaage, 
are the remnant of tfa« Hooa : yet bow ehangecU-hew dvUized are 
these modern savages !<— provisions are plenty among themi cad 
bread is common* 
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light and venal Moors might be tempted to betray crap. 
the rights of hospitality. The knowledge of his ^^^^^^ 
Situation dictated the humane and friendly epistle 
of Pharas. ** Like yourself/^ said the chief of 
the Henili, *^ I am an illiterate barbarian, but 
*^ I speak the language of plain sense, and an 
" honest heart. Why will you persist in hopeless 
♦* obstinacy ? Why will you ruin yourself, your 
" family, and nation? The love of freedom and 
« abhorrence of slavery? Alas! my dearest Geli- 
" mer, are you not already the worst of slaves, 
" the slave of the vile nation of the Moors ? 
" Would it not be preferable to sustain at Con- 
'^ stantinople a life of poverty and servitude ra- 
'' ther than to reign the undoubted monarch of 
" the mountain of Papua ? Do you think it a 
" disgrace to be the subject of Justinian ? Beli» 
" sarius is his subject ; and we ourselves, whose 
"birth is not inferior to your own, are not 
'' ashamed of our obedience to the Roman em- 
" peror. That generous prince will grant you a 
** rich inheritance of lands, a place in the senate, 
*" and the dignity of patrician : such are his 
'' gracious intentions, and you may depend with 
" full assurance on the word of Belisarius. So 
'^ long a% heaven has condemned us to suffer, 
" patience is a virtue ; but if we reject the prof- 
" fered deliverance, it degenerates into blind and 
* stui»d despair."* *• I am npt insensible,'' re- 
plied the king of the Vandals, *' how kind and 
'' rational is your advice. But I cannot persuade 
'' myself to become the slave of an unjust enemy, 
'' who has deserved my implacable hatred. Him 
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CHAP. « I had never injured either by word or deed: 
*• yet he has sent against me, I know not froit 
<* whence, a certain Belbarius, who has cast mt 
•^ headlong from the throne into this abyss of mi- 
*' sery. Justinian is a man ; he is a prince ; does he 
" riot dread for himself a similar reverse of for- 
" tune? I can write no more: my grief oppresses 
** me. Send me, I beseech you, my dear Pharas. 
•* send me, a lyre,' a spunge, and a loaf of bread." 
From the Vandal messenger, Pbaras was in- 
formed of the motives of this singular request. 
It was long since the king of Africa had tasted 
bread ; a defluxion had fallen on his eyes, the 
effect of fatigue or incessant weeping ; and he 
wished to solace the melancholy hours, by singin? 
to the lyre the sad story of his own misfortunes. 
The humanity of Pharas was moved; he sent \k 
three extraordinary gifts; but dven his humanity 
prompted him to redouble the vigilance of hi> 
guard, that he might sooner compel his prisoner 
to embrace a resolution advantageous to the Ro- 
mans, but salutary to himself.. The obstinacy oi 
Gelimer at length yielded to reason and necessity: 
the solemn assurances of safety and honourable ! 
treatment were ratified in the emperor's name,bT | 
the ambassador of Belisarius; and the king of the 
Vandals descended from the mountain. The first 
public interview, was in one of the suburbs o: 
Carthage, and when the royal captive accostedhi? 

« By Procopius it is styled a lyre ; perhaps karp would have beer 
more national. The instruments of music are thus distinguished bj 
Venantius Fortutlatus.— 
-Romanusque Itprd tihi plaudat^ Barbarua karpa* ' 
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eoD^tKtorr be burst into a fit of lauj^teh The chap. 
crowd might naturally believe, that extreme grief ^J^^;^ 
had diprived Gelitner of his senses ; biit in this, 
mourafttl state, unseasonable mirth insinuated to 
ta&te intelligent observers, that the vain and 
transitory scenes of buidnan greatness are un-» 
worthy of a serious thought^ 

Their contempt was soon justified by a new Return and 
example of a vulgar truth ; that flattery adheres khaSlis*! 
to power, and envy to superior merit. The chie& auIuim^ 
of the Reman army presuBded to think tfaem*^; 
selves the rivals of an hero* Thdr private des- 
patches maliciously afiirmed, that the conqueroi^ 
of Africa, strong in his reputation and the publicr 
love, conspired to seat himself on the throne of 
the Vandals* Justinian listened with too patient* 
an ear ; and his silence was the reisult of jealousy 
rather than of confidence. An honourable alter- 
native^ of remaining in the province, or of re- 
turning to thecapital, was indeed submitted to the 
discretion of Belisarius; but he wisely ccmeluded, 
from intercepted letters, and the knowledge of his 
sovereign's temper, that he must eithe^r resign his 
headi erect his standard, or confound his enemies 
by hfe presience and submission. Innocence and 
courage decided his choice : his guards, captives, 
and treasures; were diligently embarked ; and so 
prosperous was the navigation, that his arrival at 

^ Heroiotus «Iegttntljr dcst:ribe8 the strangf efl^t cf grief In an« 
other royal captive, Psammetichus of Egypt, who w«pt at tl^e lasaer^ 
«nd wa» silent at the greatest of bis calamities^ Q. iii, c. 14). In the 
interview of Paulas ^milius anU Ferses, B^Usarius might stu4y Mt 
part: but it is pr^hable that he never read either Livy cat Pl^tajrch ft 
and it is certain that bis generosity did AOt need a tutors 
VOL. VII. O 
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CHAf. Constantiadple preceded anjr eerttki accMntof 
^^'' hb departure firofn the port of Carthage* Such 
tmsa^ctiiig loyalty removed the apprehensions 
af JuMmiaii :. envy was sUeuced and ioflajned 
by the pniblie- gratitude ; aad thq^ third Africanus 
abtained Ae honours of a triumph) m c^eaiofij 
which the eil^ of Gonstantiaopte had eever seeo» 
and which ancient} Roaie,. sincr the re^ of Ti- 
bertus, liad reserved for the auspicious arms of 
the Caesars.' From the paFace of Belisaskis, the 
procession was condwcied through the principal 
streets to the hippodrome ;. and Ihis memorable 
day se«Bied to avenge the injurjies q£ 6ensefi(v 
and to aKpfate ike shasM of the Romans. The 
wealth of nations iMs displayed^ the trophies of 
martial or effeminate luxury ; rich ariitKmr, gdir 
en thrones^ and the ehai-iots of state which had 
ieen used by Ae Vandal' ^ueen ; tdie massy fur- 
niture o£ thr royal ban^jtret,' the sptendMur of pre* 
eious stones^ the efegasit farms of afatues sni 
vase8» the more substantial treasure of gold, mi 
the holy vessels of the Jewish temple,, which, 
after their long per^rination^ were reS|>ectfullj 
depoQsited in tdie Christian church of Jerusaleis. 
A long train of the nobFest Vandals reluctjUitl;^ 
exposed their lofty stature and maoly counte 
nance* Gelimer slowly advanced :• he was clad 
m a puiple robe, and still maintained- the ma- 
jesty of a king. Not a tear escaped from his 
feyes, not a sigh wds heard ; but his pride or 

' After tbe title of impetatot had lost tfat old mHhary flen^ t^ 
ftie Rom^n auapicea were abolished by Chrittiamty, (^e La Bleterifr 
Mfeto: «e rAcade^ic, torti. xxi, p. 302-332), a trium^ toigbi ^ 
given with less inconsistency to a private general. 
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^tjr derived /some secret consdhttioh from the chap. 
wtwdS of Solomon,* whlcb he rqieatedly pro- „<,,SSi%4 
nounced, vanity! vanity! a-ll is vanity! In- 
st^dof Mcending a tiiuti^al cio* dravrn by four 
horses or elephtots, the mddeit conqueror taiatdi-t 
ed on ibcft at l^ head of hi^ htkn companiotis ; 
bis prudence mi^ht tiecBue: kn honour too con* 
^ncttotas for a siibjtet: teoA his ma|;tiiA[miiity 
might jDslly: disdam what had b^en so often sul- 
lied hy the vilest of tyrants. The glorious pro« 
osimn eMertd the gate of tbe hippodi-ome ; vrias 
saluted by the acctemattons of the stoate totd 
people; and halted b^foi^' the tiirbne wfaiem Jus- 
tinian afad Tfaaodor^ wtre "seated to receive thfe 
hom^ of the ta^^tive 'monarch and the victo^i 
ridus liecife They bdtfa performed the customary 
addi^attlini ; and fclling ^roisltrate on the grotmd^ 
itspecffidfy lou'dBed the fiHltstool of a prince who 
had notimsk^eatfaed his sword^ and of a prostitute 
^ht) had dimced on the tfaeatbe : some gentle vio^ 
fem^ was iksed to bend Ih® stubAborh spirit of the 
grandsoniof Geiiserte; and faow^ter traitied to 
sertit^de. Hie genhis of Bi^arius must have se^ 
cretly rebdled. He wta immeiUately ^*^^*red ^r«^J^^ ^ 
consul for the ehsuing yiAr^ and the day of his in- a. d. ss&* 
auguration resembldl the pomp of a seeMd tri- ''■"'*^ ^' 
umph : hb curtile chiiir was borne aloft on the 



^ If the Bcclesiagtei be truly a work of Solomon, and not, like 
Prior's poem* a pkwe 4nd moral- eompeflttion of more recent xlmitM, 
in hia oomew and on t^ subject of his repentance. The latter Is tha 
apinion of the- learned «ad £ree*«piritod Grotius, (Opp. Theolog. torn. 
i« P^ S58) ( and indeed the EcdesiastttB and Proverbs display a larger 
«ompas8 ef thought and experience than seem to belong either to a 
Jew or a king, 

02 
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Oil A r. shoulders of captive Vandals ; and the 
^^'' war, gold cups, and rich girdles, were 



scattered among the populace. ' 
w«d" But the puipest reward of BeKsarius was in tk 
the^van* fittthful txecution of a treaty for which his honoor 
bad Been pledged to the kingoftiie Vandals. Tk 
religious scruples of Gefimerr who adhoed to tbe 
Arian heresy, were incompatible with diedigDitf 
of senator or pa tric fa ni : but he received from the 
emperor an. ample estate* in the provinceof Gala- 
tia,. where the abdicated cfionarch. retired witfa his 
fanrily and friendsy toa life* of peace, bf affluence, 
and perhaps of cont«it> The daoghters of Hit* 
dene were entieiftained with the respeetftrl tender- 
ness due to tiieir age and misfortunes;' and Justi- 
nian and Theodora aeceptaed the hohoar of edo^ 
eating andemrichilig tbefemare deseendantsofthe 
great Theodosihs^ The bravesf txt the Yflnda! 
youth were diisCributed into five squadrons of » 
valry^ which adopted thejiam^eof ffaeiirbeAe&ctor, 
andsupported in thePerfeia»warsthegtovyof their 
ancestors. But these rareexceptioas, the rewardof 
birth of valour; arein'siifficient to exptein ^tUt 
of a nation,, whose numbers,, before a. short and 
bloodless wax > amounted to more than ikix fiuodred 
thous^id persons. After: the exile of; their king 
und nobles, the sendlecrowd might purcfai^se their 
safety, by abjuring their character, religion, and 

. » rn tll« BeH»ite orMarmoDtM, tHe Mliig and tHe tonquercr rf 
Africa m«et, sup, and converse, without recollecting each oftcr. ft 
is eurdy a fault of tbat romance, that not-^nly the hero, but afl ^ 
whom he bad been bo conspicuously known, ap{>ear to have lort *«* 
•7«i or theit memory. 
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language i and their degenenate posterity would chap. 
be insensibly mingled with the common herd of ^ ^^^' 
African sulgects. Yet even in the present age, and 
in the heart of the Moorish tribes^ a curious tra* 
veller has discovered the wUte complexion and. 
long flaxen hair of a northern race ;"" and it was 
formerly believed, that the boldest of the Vandals 
fled beyond the power, or even the knowledge, 
of the Romans, to enjoy their scSitary freedom on 
the shores of the Atlantic oeean."^ AiHea had 
been their empire, it became their prisoni Bor 
could they entertain an hope, or even a wish, of 
returning to tiie banks of the Elbe, where their 
brethren,of a spiritless adventurous, ^stiH wander- 
ed in their native forests. It was impossible for 
cowards to surmount the ttarriers of unknown 
seas and hostile barbarians : it was impossible for 
brave men im expose tSieir nakedness and defeat 
before the eyes of their countrymen, to describe 
the kingdoms which they had lost, and to claim 
a share of the humble inheritance, which, in a 
bi4>pier.hour, they had almost unanimously re- 
Bounced.^ In the country between the Elbe and 

* Shaw, p. 59. Yet since Procopias (L ii, c. 13) ipeaks of « people 
ef mount AtlMt as alreadj distinguished by white bodies end yellow 
>uir, the phenomenon (wfaieh Is liliewise vWUe in tlie Andes of Peru, 
^on» torn. ^ p. 504)«iay naturaUy be ascsibed to the elevation of 
<^ ground and the temperature 4)f the .air. 

* The geographer of iUTenna(Liii,c si, p. liW,190«lSl; P«ri«« 
^<>68) deseribes the Mauritania GadiUuuH (oppcaite to Cadis), ubi 
gent Vandsdernm, a Bdisftrio devicta in AfticA, f^U «t nunqnam 
•wnpamlt. 

' A single voice had psotected, and Genseric disnussed, without a 
^al answer, tiie Vandals/of Gemany t but those of Africa deidded 
^ prudence, and afltoted to daepife the poverty of their forest^ 
^ocopiM, Vandal. 1. i, c. it). 

OS 
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the Odor, sewal popido«M TiBages df LusatU 
ave inhahited bgr the Vandals: tliej still pre- 
senre their famguage^ their customs, itnd the pu- 
rity of their Uood ; support, with seme impa- 
tieiice, the Saxon, or Pnisflitti yoke ; aad serve 
with secret and vohintary altegianc^, the de- 
scendant of their ancient knigs; wha in his geib 
^d present fortune is confounded with the meaft- 
est of his Tassak.^^ The n^iae and sittiation of 
tliis unhappy people might indicate their descent 
from one common stock with the eonqiierors of 
Afwa. But the use of a ScbToaiajic dialect 
more clearly represents them as the lest remnant 
of the new colonies, who succeeded to the ge- 
nuine Vandals, abeady scattered or destroyed in 
Hbe Bge of Procopius.^ 
^d^deTt If BelisartMS had been tempted to.hesitate in hk 
of the aliegiance, he might haxe urged,^ even, ^^ainst the 
a1^?535. emperor himselC the indi^nsable dn^y of staisf 
Afidca from an ^emy more barbarous tfaaa th^ 
Yasdals. The origin of the Moors is imohred 
IB darkness.; they were %noraat of the yse of 
letters.' Their ttmits cannot be precisefy^ d^ 

1^ From, the moutk o£ the goeat eioeftoB, (in ISSIc), ToUuv daeraw 
#16 aecttt TOfMltj and rchelMous spicil o£ the VaadAteoC Biandei- 
bttigh, who ocMild miMliec ftve m mx thouaead aoldicra. w1k» had pa^ 
cured aomeeannon, ftc* (itiaerab Hnngac. p. 42, apvid Dohoa, Wtiu 
de la Monarcbie Fnin9oi8e, torn, i, pb 182, ISS). The vesacUy, not 
gf the elector, taut of ToUiua hloiaeU; ma|[^ juatly be suapected. 

<^ Pcofiopiua (k i» e. t8^ ima in total darkneaai^^)^ A»<^e ^h ^ 
mttmtt t/u wmiinnu Under tha adgn of Ba^obcvt, ijL. D. SSO), ite 
Sclavonian tribea of the Sorbi and Venedi already bordered- on Ths- 
lingia, (Maicoa, Jiiat of*tf» GeBmaoa^ sr» S^ 4, S). 

' Saliuat repra«eBta. the l^lpeaa aa-apemaant o£the«ni^of U^ 
ndea, (de Bell. Jvgiwtht e^ SI), ^ BmoopiuadVbndal. L ii, c. 10) 

a» 



^Tied: a boumBess contiBeiit was open to thd chat. 
Uribyan sheptierds; the ^hangd of' seasons and ^i^l^ 
pastv^es regulated tbek motiona;. and tlieir rude 
liuts and ri^ender ^fomitiire were transported 
^with tiie same ea^ «s tbeii' <aniis, their iamilies^ 
And their cattle^ which consisted of sheep, oxen, 
and camels:' During tte rigour of the <Romaa 
power, they efbserved a respectful distance from 
Cartilage and the sea^sliore-^ under iifae feebly 
reign of the Vandals, Hiey invaded the cities (rf* 
Numidia, ^eccupied the sea-coast itom Tangier 
to Caesaiia, mid pitched their camps, with im* 
punitji in the fertile province of Byzactum* The 
formidable strength and ;»rtful conduct «f Beli* 
4sarius s^soured the neutrality of the Moorisk 
princes, wliose vanity ai^ired to Moeive, in the 
^emperor's name, tbe ensigns df their regal dig* 
nity.* They were astoiii^ed by the rapid event,, 
iind tremUed in the presence of their conqueriur. 
But his appraachmg'depaiture soon r^Sievqd the 
^pprebensions o(n savage and superstitious peo« 
pie ; the number of their wives billowed them to 
disregard the salety of themr infii&t hostages; 
and when the Roman general hoisted sail in 

«s the posterity of 'the Cutanaeans mho 1M fhim Uie robber Jothti«, 
i^nmt)' He quotee two -columiuu with n Phoeniciiin intcription. t 
1)elieve in the cd^takinft*— I doubt the inacriptlon and I reject tbe p«» 
-•Kgree. 

• Virgil, iee<xrgit. iia, 399), and romponiue lliel», <i, S>, deacHb« 
the wandering life of the AlHcan «he|rfierde, similar to that of th« 
Arabe and inartara^ and Shaw (p^ SSS) is the beet oommentator on 
the poet and the geographer. 

* The customary gifts were a sceptre, a crown or eap, a wbit» 
"cioak, a figured tunic and' shoes, all adorned with gold and silrer^ 
nor were these pnecious .mttala less aeccplable m the iriiape of coin, 
iProcopb Vandal. 1. i. c 2S^ 
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CHAP, the port of Carthage» he hewd tike cries, mA 
t.g^.'^n^u Aln^ost bebeld the flames^ of the degolated pro- 
vioce. Yet he persisted in his resolution ; aod 
leaving only a part of his guards to reinforce 
the feeble garrisons, he intrusted the command 
of Africa to the eunuch Solomon,** who prov- 
ed himself not unworthy to be the succefisor of 
Belisarius* Jn the first invasion, scone detack* 
ments, with two officers of meriti were surprised 
and intercepted; but Solomon speedily assembled 
his troops, marched from Carthage into the heart 
of the country, and in two great battles de- 
stroyed sixty thousand of the barbadaas. The 
Moors depended on their multitude* tbeir swift- 
ness, and their inaccessible mountains ; and the 
aspect and smell of their camels are said to have 
produced some confusion in the Roman caval- 
ry/ But as soon as they were commanded to 
dismount, they derided this contemptible ob* 
stacle: as soon as the columns ascended the 
hills, the naked and disorderly crowd was daz- 
zled by glittering arms and regular eyolutioBs; 
and the menace of their female prophets was 
repeatedly fulfillod^ that the Moors should be 

^ S«€ the African gpyemment and warfare of Solomon^ in Pioco- 
piua, (Vandal. 1. U, c. 10, 11» |2» 13, 19, 2Q). He was reqiOled. tod 
aipain reatered ; and hia laat victory dates ill the soUtb year'of Joati- 
nian, (A. D. 539). An accident In bis childhood had rendered him as 
eunuch, (Ju i, a. 11) : the other Roman generala were amplj fumidi- 
•d with beards, irtfytm iri^^/MMf, (L ii, c. ^ 

' This natival antipathy of the horse for the camel, is aSBrmed hf 
the ancients, (Xenophon. Cjropaed. L vi, p. 438 ; 1. vii, p. 483, 49lt 
edit. Hutchinson. Polyaen. Stratagem, vii, 6« Plin. Hist Nat viii, 
96. iElian de Natur. Animal. L iii, c 7) ; but it Is disproved, by diOf 
<ixperience, and derided by the best judges, t^e QrWntaih j(Voj90 
d'0le(iriu8, p. 553). 
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discomfited bf a &ear(220if#ant4gonbt. Thevieto* chap. 

rioas eunuch advanced tkirteendays journejfrom ^ ^^^' 

Carthage»to besiege mouiit Aurasius/ thecitadel, 

and «it the same time the garden, of Numidia; 

That range of hUls» a branch of the great Atlas^ 

conta^l0 witbia a dreUmference of one hundred 

and twenty mile8> a rare variety of soil and cli* 

mate; Hie intermediate valleysandelevated plains 

abouojd with rich pastures, perpetual streams, 

and fruits of a delicious taste and uncomm<m 

magnitude^ Thi? fair solitude is decorated 

with the ruins of I,iambesa> a Roman dty, once 

the seat of a legion^ and the residence ^ ibrtji( 

thousand inhabitants. The Ionic temple of 

JE^culapius is encompassed with Moorish huts ; 

and the cattle i^ow graze in the midst, of ait 

amphitheatre* under the shade of Corinthian 

columDi. A sharp perpendicular rock rises above 

the level of the mountain, where the African 

princes deposited their wives and treasure ; and 

a proverb is familiar to the Arabs^.that the man 

may eat fire, who dares to attack the craggy 

difts and inhospitable natives of mount Aurai^. 

Thb hardy enterprise was twice attempted by the 

eunuch Solomon: from the first, he retreated with 

some disgrace; and in the second, his patience and 

provisions were almost exhausted; and he must 

again have retired, if he had not yielded to the 

impetuous courage of his troops^ who audaciously 

scsded, to the astcmishment of the Moors, the 

' Prooopius is the first who describes mount Aurasius, (VandaL 1. 
i!» c. 13. De edifie. 1. vi, c. 7). He may be compared with Let 
l^canus, (dell Africa, parte r, in Ramusio, torn, i, fol. 77i rrcto)^ 
Marmol, (torn, ii, p. 430), and Shawi (p. 50-69> 
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CHAP. inoimtain» tbe hostUe camp, and the ^kimmit of 
4:.x^?i'!'tc *^ Geminiwi rock. A citadel was erected to 
secure this important coiH]piest»and to remind tbe 
barbarians of their defeat : imd as SolinaQOD par- 
sued his march to the west^ the long-lost provmce 
of Mauritanian SitM was agmn annexed to the 
Roman emjMre. The Moorish war continued 
several yearsitfter tiie departureof Belisarius; Imi 
the laurels which be resigned te a faithful lieute- 
nant, may be justly ascribed to his own triuropb. 
N«rt«^ty TOie experience of past faults, which may 
sigoths. * sometimes correct tbe mature age of an indtri- 
duaU is seldom profitable to the successive ge- 
nerations of mankind. The nations of antiqui- 
ty, careless of eadi other's safety, were sepa- 
rately vanquished and enslaved by tbe Romans. 
This awful lesson might have instructed the bar- 
barians of the West to oppose, witb timely eoiio- 
sels and confederate futns, the unbounded am- 
bition ci Justini^i. Yet the same eiror was re* 
Ideated, the same consequences were felt, and 
the Goths, both of Italy and Spain, insensftle d 
their appraabhing danger, beheld with indiffer- 
enee, and even with joy, the rapid downfal of 
the Vandals. After the failure rf the royal line, 
Tbeudes, a valiant and powerful chief, ascend- 
ed the thnme of l^in, which be had formerly 
administered in the name of Theodoric, and bis 
infant grandson. Under his command, the Visi- 
goths besieged the fortress of Ceiitaon the AfHcan 
coast : but, while they spent tbe saibbath*day in 
peace and devotion, tbe pious security of their 
camp was invaded by a sally from the town ; and 
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the ls;iBg hknsetf, .igkh Mmm dtflfc u U y and daagei^ chap^ 
escaped from tl^ liands of d aociilegioiia enemjr.^ ^^^^ 
It was not loQg before hia pmb a:nd rescotm^Rt 
were gratified trf a suppMaot enribassf from tbe 
ujQjfovtijknate Getimer^ wluSNittpiored, ia his dts^ 
tre8s» the aid .of the Spamsb lapnatch. Rat ia* 
stead of sacrifieing these uawarihy peasions to tb^ 
dictates of generosity and pradeiiGe> Tbeudes 
amused tibe anibassaiteris;^ tUl he was secretly m* 
foroaed of the loss ofCarthage, a^dtlien disniaaed 
theaob with, obaeiu^ and contempteoua advice^ to 
seek ia their natwe country a true hnaMrtedge of 
the state of the Yaadals.'' The h»ng ceatbuaiace conquesu 
of the Itatiu^ war flayed the puniahflieat of lh<i ^^, 
Via^othfi ; aad the eyes of Theudes wete ckised j^ |f^ 
before they ti^ed the fndto of hi& mistaken pth 6so. 
Key. A£ber hia deaths the sceptre of Spaiia was 
dispiitedbyadvilwar. The wmker candidate sof 
tidted the protectiMi of Jnstioiian:; and anbitiotta^ 
by subscribed a tieaty of aUiaace, which deeply 
wounds the indqpeadetice and happiness, of h^ 
eountry. Sey^^l cities^ both on the ocean asid 
the Meditervmean, were ceded/ to the Roman 
troops^ who afterwardarefiised ta eraciiate thoae 
pledges, as it should seem, either of safety or pay* 
ment ; and ^ they were fbrtified by perpetual 
suppUes firom Africa, they aiaktained their im* 
pregnable stations, for the mischievous purj^ose of 
inflaming tbecivUjand rel^giaids fistctionis of the ba^^ 

* Isidor, Chron, p. 722, edit. Grot. MariaQt, Hist Hispwu I» t» 
c. S) jw 173k Yet according to ladoMt the liege of Ceuta* audi tiie 
deetti. of TheudM, hoppeaed. A. A m, SB6, A. IL £46; and. tte 
place wai defended, not by tlie Vaa^s^ bat ^, tka ] 

• Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c. 24. . 
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CHAP, barians. SereiitjTtan elapsed before tbispam- 
..y^,^,. fill thorn could be extirpated from the bosom of 
the monarchj ; and as \^ng as the emperors re- 
tained anj sfaaie of these remote and useks 
possessions^ tJieir vanity might number Spain in 
the list of their protinces, and the sacceason of 
Alaric in the rank of their vassals.^ 
^1^^ The error of the Gotiis who reigned in Italy 
the ostro. was less excttsdble than tiiat of their £b>aiiish hre- 
M^^ thren, and Uieir ponirimient was still more imine« 
^^•^^ diate and terrible. From a motire of private re- 
venge, they enabled their most dangerous eneraj 
to destroy their most valuable aUy. A sister of the 
great Theodoric had been given in marriage to 
Thrasimond the African king:^ on this oocasion, 
the fortress of Lifybs^mi^ in Sicily was resigned 
to the Vandals: and the princess Amalafrida 
was attended by a martial train of one thousand 
nobles, and five thousand Gothic soldiers, who 
signalized theirvalour in theMoorisfawars* Their 
merit was over-rated by themsdves, and perhq» 
n^lected by the VandistLs: they viewed the coun- 
try with envy, and the conquerors with disdain ; 
but their real orfictttiousconspiracywaspievented 

^ See the original Chronicle of Isidore, and the vth and vith books 
of the History of Spain by Mariana. The Romans were finally ex- 
pelled by Suintaa king of the Visigoths, (A« O. 621~6t6), after their 
reunion to the catholic church. 

*^ See the marriage and fate of Amalafrida in Procopius, (Vandal 
]. U c. 9, 9), and in Caseiodorius, (Var. is, 1>, (he ezpostulatioo of 
her royal brether. Compare likewise the Chjronide of Victor Tan* 
Biinensis. 

' Lilybaeum was built by the Carthaginians, Olymp. xcv, 4; an^ 
!b the first Punic war, a strong situation, and excellent harboor» ren* 
deied thu place an is^Mirttot otgect to both nations. 



^ a massacre ; the Gdths were oppressed, add t^e c h a p. 

captivity of Amalafiida was soon followed by her ^^^* 

secret and suspicious death. The eloquent pen 

^f CassiodcH'ius was employed to reproach the 

Vandal court with the cruel ^ibistbn of every 

social and pnbQc dul^^r Imt the vengeance wfaidi 

he threatened in the naxne of bks sover^igi^ 

might be derided with impumiy, as long as A< 

iPHca was protected by the sea, and the Goths 

vreire destitute of a navy. In ^ the bfind impo<» 

tence of grief and indignation, they joyfully sar 

luted the apprciach of the Romans^ entertained 

the flteet of Belisarius in the ports of Sicily^ 

and were speedily delighted or alarmed by the 

surprising intelligence^ that tbsir revenge was 

executed' beyond the meaosure Ixf tbeir hop^s'^ c»r 

perhaps of their wishes. To their Mendship the ' 

emperor was indebted for Hke kdngdem of Africa, 

and the Goths might reasondblytii&nk, that tktj 

were entitled to resume the possession of a bar* 

ren rock, so recently separated as a nuptial gift 

from the island M Sicily. They were soon un^ 

deceived "by ttia haughty mandate of JSelisariii^ 

which excited tbeiv tardy and unavailing rep^ut^ 

ance.— •* The city and promontory of Lilybaeum/' 

said the Roman general, " belonged to the Van- 

*^ d^ls, and I claim them by the right of con.-- 

^ quest. Tour submission may deserve the fa* 

^* vour of the emperor ; your obstinacy will pra- 

*^ voke bis displeasure, and must kindle a war,. 

** that can terminate only in your utter ruin. If 

" you compel us to take up arms, we shall coa- 

*^ tend^not to itegaiii the possession of asinglecity, 
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CHAF. •« bM to defirifre ym of alllke ^iitmnces trhicll 

^ you ittjwUy witbhokl ftom tb^r lawltit dovt- 

^ reign/' A BJition. bf two Irofadred tlftonsand 

soUiere might hkve flmiled nt tke vain isedi^ee 

of Justinian and hib Ueutenant : but « s^llrit of 

dkoord and disaflTefc ti t m ' pi«rrfiled in Italj> and 

die Gotln si^ported^ with rdiictance^ <te is- 

d^ity of a female reign/ 

. The birth of Amalafeonthh, the regent and 

Sma of qu?en of Italy/ united the two most Utostrioos 

^^^ famifiesoftbebtabaraon. Hef motber>ffae«ster 

^onaof bf Glovis was desdended from the long^falured 

A. n!5»- fciki^ of th^ Mero^ngian race ;* aUd the regd 

'^ sii^cessbn of ikeAfAoH Was lllabf rated in the fele- 

venth generatioii^ by her father, the great Tbeo- 

deric, whose nheift migbt have ennoUedaptebaaD 

JMTigin. The sex of his daughter fexcduded her 

from this Gotlncthrobe ; Uit his vigflant t^kkr- 

iiess for his family and -hispeople discovert the 

iasthairoftheroyal line, whose ancestotshadts^es 

refu;^ in l^ain ; ttid the fortunate £ttth*ric wds 

suddenly exaked to the tank of h consul and a 

prince. He enjoyed only a sfa^rt time the charms 

of Amalasontfaa, alkd th^ hopes <tf the ^ttccesslon ; 

BxA his widow^ after the death of hW husband 

« Compare the different pasiages of Prooopius, (Vandal. L si, c. 5. 
' Gothic. 1. i, c. S). 

^ Fdr the r^ign and ^araiteir of AtfuOaiomhl, tit^ Procd^jins, tG» 
thic. 1. i* c. 2, 3, 4, and Anecdot. c 16« with the "HoUb of Alemanno^; 
CassiodoriuR, (Vaf . viii, ix, x, andxi, 1),* and Joraandes, (de &ebus 6eU- 
tfo, c. 59, and De Succ^Miofie llegnorunir In Muratori, td*i. I, p, Hl)» 

ff The maniagt of Theodoiic with AudfeS«dk» the slater of Onn^ 
may be placed in the year 49S» soon after the conquest of Italy, (de Boat 
Hist, des Peuples, .torn, ix, p. 818). The ntiptial* ot Eiitharhr ahd A- 
duOatoathli wc^e ceiebiitted ill 610> (fiisiiaiot. im Clmi. {>. 459^. 



OP TRB SOMAN SMPIRBr 297 

and father, was left the guardian of her son Atha* chap. 
laric, and the kingdom of Italy. At the age of ^^^i^^ 
about twenty-eight years, the endowments of her 
mind and person had attained theirperfect matur* 
ity. Her beauty, which^ in tl^ apprehension of 
Theodora herself, might have di&)>uted the con* 
quest of an emperor, was animated by manly 
sense, activity, and resolution. lEducation and 
experience had cultivated her talents ; her pkiia* 
s(^hic stud^ were exempt from vanity ; and* 
though she expressed herself wHh equal eleguiGe 
and ease in the Greek, the Latin, and the Gk»thic 
tongve^ the daughter of Theodoric maintained in 
hef counsels a discK«etand impenetrable silenqe* 
By a faithful hnitation of the virtues, she cevive^ 
the prosperity of his re^n: while Bbe strsve, with 
pious care» to expiate the £uiks» and to obliterate* 
thedarkermemoryofhisdecliping^^ Thechild* 
ren ef Boethhts and Symmachus were restored to 
their paternal inheritance; her extreme lenity ne*- 
ver consented t^ inflict any corporal or pecuniary 
penalties on her Roman sul^ects i and she gener-» 
ously despised the clamours of the Goths, who^ 
at the end of forty years^stiUcimsid»edthcpeople 
of Italy as their slaves or their enemies* Her st^ 
lutary measures w^ere directed by the wisdom^and^ 
cQlelnraked by the eloquence^ ofCassiodorhis; she 
solicited and deserved the friendship of the empe- 
nnr; and the kingdoms of Eufope respected, both 
in peace and war, the migesty of theGothic throne. 
But the future happiness of the queen and of Italy 
depended on the education of her son, who was 
destined by his births to support the different and 
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CHAP, almost incompiEitible characters of the chkf of si 
barbarian canip» and the first magistrate of d ci« 
vitized nation. From the age of ten yetos * A- 
thahuric was dil^eAtly instructed 4n tlie arts and 
sciences, either useful or drnAmentid for a Ro- 
man prince ; and three venerable Goths were 
chosen to instil the principle, of honow and 
virtue into the mind of their young kii%» t Bui 
the pupil who is insensible of the ben^ta* mast 
aUior the restraints of education ; and the soli- 
citude of the queenV which affection retidered 
anxious and seVer^, offended the Iflntractaule 
tiature of her son and his subject84 0& a so- 
temn festival when the Goths wc^e assen^kd 
fai the palace of Ravenna, the royal youth 
escaped from his mother's apsutment, and, with 
teard of pride and anger, eotnplained of a Mow 
which his stubborn disobedience had provdkxd 
her to inflict. The barbarians resented the 
in£gnity which had b^en offered to thete king; 
acoised the regent of conspiring against his 
Kfe and crowii ; and imperiously demanded, 
that the gmndson cf Theodoric should be res- 
cued from the dastardly discipline of wom^ 
and pedants; and educated, like a valiant Gothf 
in the society of his equals, and the glorious igno* 
ranee of his ancestors. To this rude clamour, 
importunately urged as the voice of the nation, A« 
malasontha was compelled to yield her reasmi, and 
the dearest wishes of her heart. The king of Italy 

. ^ At tbe death of Theodoijc, his grandson Athalaric is described 
by Procopius as a boy about eight years old— -««rw yty»9t^ srn. Css' 
siodorkw, with authority and ireason, adds two years t* hia i 
fantulUm adliuc viz decennem. 
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was abandoned to wine, to women, and to rustic ch af. 
sports; and tfccindiscreetcontemptrftheungrate- ^^^^^^^^ 
fill yoatb, betrayed the mischievous designs of his 
favourites and her enemies. Encompassed with 
domestic foes, she entered into a secret negotia- 
tion with the empercMT Justinian; obtained the as- 
smuace of a friendly reception, and had actually 
depo3ited at Dyrachium in Ejnrus, a treasure of 
foriyr thousand pounds of gold. Happy would it 
have been for her fame and safety, if she had calm* 
ly retired from barbarous faction, to the peace and 
splendour of Constantinople. But the mind of 
Amalasontha was inflamed by ambition and re- 
venge; and while her ships lay at anchor in the 
port, she waited for the success of a crime which' 
herpasNons excused or applauded as an act of 
justice. Three of the most dangerous malecon- 
tents had been separately removed, under the 
pretence of trust and command, to the frontier^ of 
Italy: they were assassinated by her private emis- 
saries; and the blood of these noble Goths ren- 
dered the queen-mother absolute in the court of 
Ravenna, and justly odious to a free people* 
But if she had lamented the disorders of hei" 
son, she soon wept his irreparable loss; and the 
death of Athalaric, who, at the age of sixteen, was 
consumed by premature intemperance^ left hei* 
destitute of any firm support or legal authority* 
Instead of submitting to the laws of her coun- 
try* which held as a fundamental maxim, that 
the succession could never pass from the lance 
to the distaff; the daughter of Theodoric con- 
ceived the impracticable design of sharing, with 
one of her cousins^ the regal title, and of re- 

VOi. VIi; p 
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CHAP, serving in her own hands the substance of 8l^ 
^^•'- preme power. He received the proposal witli 



profound respect and affected gratitude ; and the 
eloquent Cassiodorius announced to the senate 
and the emperor^ that Amalasontha and Theo- 
datus had ascended the throne of Itafy* Hi^ 
birth (for his mother was the sister of Theodo- 
ric) might be considered as an imperfect title; 
and the choice of Amalasontha was nu>re strong- 
ly dkreeted by her contempt of his arvarice anJ 
pusillanimity^ which had deprived him of the 
love of the Italians, and the esteem of the bar- 
barians. But Theodatus was exasperated bj 
the contempt wluch he deserved; her justice 
had repressed and reproached the oppressiofl 
which he exercised against his Tuscan neigh- 
bours ; and the principal Goths, united by com- 
mon guilt and resentment, conspired to insti- 
and' death S^'^ ^"^ ^^^^ ^^^ timid disposition*. The letters 
A.D.&35, of congratulation, were scarcely despatched be* 
fore the queen of Italy was imprisoned ia a 
small island of the lake of Bolsena,* where, afier 
a short confinement^ she was strangled in the 
bath, by the order, or with the connivance, of 
the new king, who instructed his turbulent sub- 
jects to shed the blood of their sovereigns, 
invldes"* Justinian beheld with joy the dissensions ofrte 
and «ub. Goths ; and the mediation of an ally concealed aiwl 



April 30. 



Cues Sici 



* The lake, from the neighbour] ng- towns of Etruria, wm st)l» 
either Vulsinicnsis (now of Bolsena) or Tarquiniensis. Jtis^*' 
rounded with white rocks, and stored with fish and wild fowl. ^\ 
younger Pliny (Epist. ii, 96) celebrates two woody isUnds tWi 
floated on its waters s if a fable, how credulous the ancients !^' * 
fact, 'how careless, the moderns ! Yet since Pliny, the island msf 
have been fixed by nevf and gradual successions. 
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promoted the ambitious views of the conqueror. 
His ambassadors, in their public audience, de- 
manded the fortress of Lilybaeum, ten barbarian a. d. 625, 
fugitives, and a just compensation for the pillage ^^' ^^' 
of a small town on the Illyrian borders; but they 
secretly negotiated with Theodatus, to betray the 
province of Tuscany, and tempted Amalasontha 
to extricate herself from danger and perplexity, 
by a ffiee surrender of the kingdom of Italy. A 
false and servile epistle was subscribed by the re- 
luctant hand of the captive queen : but the con- 
fession of the Roman senators, who were sent to 
Constantinople, revealed the truth of her deplor- 
able situation ; and Justinian, by the voice of a 
new ambassador, most powerfully interceded for 
her life and liberty. Yet the secret instructions 
of the same minister were adapted to serve the • 
cruel jealousy of Theodora, who dreaded the pre- 
sence and superior charms of a rival : he prompt- 
ed, with artful and ambiguous hints, the execu- 
tion of a crime so useful to the Romans;'' received 
the mtelligence of her death with grief and indig- 
nation, and denounced, in his master's name, im- 
mortal war against the perfidious assassin^ In Italy, 
as well as in Africa, the guilt of an usurper appear- 
ed to justify the arms of Justinian ; but the forces 
which he prepared, were insi:fficient for the sub- 
version of a mighty kingdom, if their feeble 

^ Yet Procopiuii discredits his own evidence » (Anecdot c. 16), by 
confessing that in his public history he had not spoken the truth. See 
the Epistles from Queen Gundelina to the empress Theodora, (Var. 
^« SO, 21, 23) and observe a suspicious word, de illi pertoni, &c.), 
nith the elaborate CommenUry of Buat, (torn, x, p. 177-196). 

P2 
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CHAP, numbers had not been multiplied by the name, 
^.^Jr^lv* the spirit, and the conduct of an hero* A chosea 
troop of guafds^ who served on hqrscback, and 
were armed with lances and bucklers, attended 
the person of Belisarius : his cavalry was com- 
posed of two hundred Iluns, three hundred 
Moorsy and femr thousand confedercUesy and the 
infantry consisted only of three thousand Isau- 
rians. Steering the same course as in his former 
expedition^ the Roman consul cast anchor before 
Catana in Sicily, to survey the strength of the 
island, and to decide whether be should attempt 
the conquest, or peaceably pursue his voyage for 
the African coast« He found a fruitful land amt 
a friendly people. Notwithstanding the decay 
of agriculture, Sicily still supjdicd the granaries 
of Home ; the farmers were graciously exempted 
from the oppression of military quarters ; and 
the Goths, who trusted the defence of the island 
to the inhabitants, had some reason to complain, 
that their confidence was ungratefully betrayed: 
instead of soliciting and expecting the aid of 
the king of Italy, they yielded to the first sum* 
mons a cheerful obedience : and this province, 
the first fruits of the Punic wars, was agam, after 
a long separation, united to the Roman empire.^ 
The Gothic garrison of Palermo, which alone at- 
tempted to resist, was reduced, after a short siege, 
by a singular stratagem. Belisarius introduced bis 

.1 For the conquest of Sicily, compare the narrative of ProcopiD» 
tflth the complaints of Totila* (Gothic. 1. i, c 5 ; 1. Ui, c 16). The 
Gothjc qnecA hail lat^y T«liev€4 that thaoUesa ialand, CVar. ix> U^ 
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^liips into the deepest recess of the iiarfjour ; their chap. 
boats were laboriously hoisted with ropes and pul- 
leys to the top-mast head, and he filled them with 
archers, who, from that superior station, command- 
ed the ramparts of the city. After this easy, 
though successful campaign, the conqueror enter^ 
ed Syracuse in triumph, at the head of his vie- 
torious bands, distributing* gold medals to the peo- 
ple, an the day which so gloriously terminated the 
year of the tjonsulship. He passed the winter 
season in the palace of ancient kings, amidst the 
ruins of a Grecian colony, which once extended 
to a circumferenee of two and twenty miles :^ 
but in the spring, about the festival of Easter, 
the prosecution of his designs was interrupted by 
a dangerous revolt of the African forces. Carth- 
age was saved by the presence of Belisainus, who 
suddenly landed with a thousand guards. Two 
thousand 'soldiers of doubtful faith returned to 
the standard of their old commander: and h^ 
marched, without hesitation, above fifty miles, 
to seek an enemy, whom he affected to pity 
and despise. Eight thousand rebels trembled at 
his approach; they were routed at the first onset, 
by the dexterity of their master: and this ignoble 
victory would have restored the peace of Africa^ 
if the conqueror had not been hastily recalled to 
Sicily, to appease a sedition which was kindled 

* The ancient magnitude and splendour of the five quarters of Sy« 
raeute* are delineated by Cicero, (in Verrem» actio ii, i. iv, c. &i, SS) ; 
$trabo« a Ti, pi. 41A), and d'Orville SicuU, (torn, il, p. 174-.802). The 
Itew city, restored by Augustus, shrunlc toirardt tiie iA^fi4, 
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CHAP, during his absence in his own camp,** Disorder 
^^^' and disobedience were the common malady of the 
times: the genius to command, and the virtue to 
obey, resided only in the mind of Belisarius. 
lUign and Although Theodatus descended from a race of 
of Theo. heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and averse to 
GortSr**** the dangers, of war. Although he had studied 
king of the writings of Plato and Tully, philosojAy was 
A. D. 534, incapable of purifying his mind from the basest 
a!d!*m« passions, avarice and fear. He had purchased a 
August, sceptre by ingratitude and murder : at the first 
menace of an enemy, he degraded his own ma- 
jesty, and that of a nation, which already dis- 
dained their unworthy sovereign. Astonished 
by the recent example of Gelimer, he saw him- 
self dragged in chains through the streets of 
Constantinople : the terrors which Belisarius 
inspired, were heightened by the eloquence of 
Peter, the Byzantine ambassador ; and that bold 
and subtle advocate persuaded him to sign a 
treaty, too ignominious to become the founda- 
tion of a lasting peace. It was stipulated, that 
in the acclamations of the Roman people, the 
name of the emperor should be always proclaim- 
ed before that of the Gothic king ; and that as 
often as the statue of Theodatus was erected in 
brass or marble, the divine image of Justinian 
should be placed on its right hand. Instead of 
conferring, the kingof Italy was reduced to solicit, 

^ FrooopiMB (Vandat 1. ii, e. 14r, 15) so clearly relates the returoof 
BelisaTius into Sicily, (p. 146, edit. Hoeschelii), that I am astonished 
at the strange misapprehension and reproaches of a learned critic, 
^ (Oevvres dc la Mothe le Vaycr, torn, viii, p. 162, 163). 
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the honours of the senate; and the consent of chap. 
the emperor was made indispensable before he <^J^i^*^ 
<:ould execute, against a priest or senator, the 
sentence either of death or confiscation. The 
feebJe monarch resigned the possession ef Sicily; 
offered, as the annual mark ef his dependence, a 
crown of geld, of the weight of three hundred 
pounds ; and promised to supply, at the requi* 
^ition of his sovereign, three thousand Gothic 
auxiliaries for the service of the empire. Satis- 
fied with these extraordinary concessions, the 
successful agent erf Justinian hastened his jour- 
ney to Constantinople ; but no sooner had he 
reached the Alban villa,** than he was recalled 
by the anxiety of Theodatus ; and the dialogue 
which passed between the king and the ambas^ 
sador, deserves to be represented in its original 
simplidty.-— i^* Are you of opinion that the em- 
" peror will ratify this treaty ? Perhaps. If he 
" refuses, what consequence will ensue ? War, 
" Will such a war be just or reasonable ? Most 
^* assuredly: every one should act according to his^ 
** character. What is your meaning ? You are a 
" philosopher^-^iistinian is emperor of thfi Ro- 
" mans : it would ill become the disciple of Plato 
'* to shed the blood of thousands ht his private quar 
^* r el: the ^suscessor 4)f Augustus should vindicate his 
" rights^ and recover by arms the ancient provinces 
" of his empire.'' This reasoning might not con- 

* The ancient Alba was ruined in the first age of Rome. On the 
same 'spot, or at least in the neighbourhood, successively arose, 1. The ' 
villa of Pompey, ftc« 2. A camp of the pretoriafi cohorts. 3. Th6 mo- 
dern episcf^al city of Albanum or Albano, (Procop. Goth. L U, c. #• 
Cluver. lul. Anti^. torn. ii> p. S^l4i^ 
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CHAP, vinoet but it was sufficieiit ^o alarm and i 
^^y^ _ the weakness of Tfaeodatus ; and he soon de- 
scended to, his last offer, that for &e poor equi- 
valent of a pension of forty*eig^t thousuid pomb 
sterling) he would resign the Idngdom of the 
(yoths and Italians* and spend the remainder of 
his days in the innocent pleasures of philesophj 
and agriculture. Both treaties were intrttstel 
to the hands of the ambassador, on the firaii se* 
curity of an oath not to produce the seeoodliil 
the first had been positively rejected. The eveot 
may be easily foreseen : Justinian required vA 
accepted the abdication of the Gothic king. His 
indefatigable agent returned fromConstaatuit^e 
to Ravenna, with ani|^ instructions ; and a fair 
epistle, which praised the wisdom and generosi^ 
pl^ the royal philosopher, granted his pension, with 
the assurance of such honours^ as a sulgect sni 
a catholic might enjoy ; and wisely rdened the 
final executicm of the treaty, to the presence afld 
authority of Belisarius, But in the isiervalQf 
l^Qspaise, two Roman gena-als, who had esttfed 
the province of Dalmatia, were defeated 9sA 
slain by the Gothic troops. From Uind and ab* 
jiect despair, Theodatus capricio«isly rose io 
groundless and fktal pretuiiiption,<* and dared 
to receive, with menace and cooitempt, the aio- 
bassador of Justinian ; who claimed his profluse, 
solicited the aUegiance of his subjects^ and boM- 

t It SibyUkkt ancU wm r—Oiy to pcwwm c t AflricA qyt^ **^ 
am n»U periUt; a MMtenM of porteiiC#w amlrffuSty, (Gothicli* 

9n editor of the oracleo. The Peve MalUrei fcai promiied ^txOBti^ 
fury \ but all }ua promises have bees, vaio an^ friiHlets, 
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Ij asserted the inviolaMe privilege of his mm cmap/ 
diar&cten The march of Belisarius dispelled this ^J^^i^ 
vbiooary pride ; atid as the first campaign "> iras 
eiDplojed in the reduction of Sicilj» the inTasion 
of Italy is applied by Procopius to the second 
year of the Gothic war/ 

After Belisarius had left sufficient garrisons' in Beiinnat 
Palwmo and Syracuse, he embarked his troops at i^y *Lid 
Messina, and landed them, without resistance, on ^^^ 
the opposite shores of Eh^um. A Gothic prince^ a. d. ssr. 
who had married the daughter^f Hieodatus, was 
stationed with an army tt> guard the entrance c^ 
Italy ; but he imitated, without scruple, the ex* 
ample of a sovereign, faithless to h» public and 
private duties. The perfidious Ebermor deserted 
with his followers to the Bj3man camp, and was 
dismissed toenjoy the servile hoacmrsaf the Byean* 
tine court/ From Rhegium to Napks, the fleet 
and army of Belisarius, almost always is view of 
each other, advaiK^ed near three hundred miles 
along^ the sea-coast. The people of Bruttium^ 
Iiuraitifl, and Campania, who abhorred the nam^ 

^ In hi9 chronology, imitated in some degree from. Thucydidet» Pro* 
copius begins each spring the yearg of Justinian and of the Gothic war ; 
and hic first era coincides with the first of April 535, and not 536, ae« 
cording to the Annals of Baroniui, (Pagi Crit. torn, ii, p. 555, who is 
followed fay Muratori and the editors of Sigonius). Yet in some pas- 
lages we are at a loss to reconcile the dates of Procopins with himself* 
and with the Chronicle of Marcelllnua.- 

' The series of the first Gothic war is represented hy Frocopiusa 
0. i, c. 5-29; 1. ii, c 1-30; 1. iil, c 1), till the capUyity of Vitiges^ 
With the aid of Sigonius, (Opp. torn, i, d« Imp. Occident. 1. xvii, zviii), 
aad Muratori, (Annali d'ltalia, torn* v)^ I have gleaned some few adU 
ditional i^ts. 

■ Jornand£s» de Rebus Geticis, c. 60, p. 702» edit* Grotf 9o4^ torn. i» 
f- 231 • Muratori, de Success. Regn, p. 2iU * 
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GHAP. and religion of the Goths, embraced the specion 
excuse^ that their ruined walls were incapable oT 
defence; the soldiers paid a just equivalent for 
a plentiful market ; and curiosity alone inter* 
rupted the peaceful occupations of the husband- 
man or artificer. Naples, which has swelled to 
a great. and populous capital, long cherished tbe 
language and manners of a Grecian colony/ 
and tbe choice of Virgil had ennobled this el^ 
gant retreat, which attracted the lorers of re- 
pose and study, from the noiae, the smoke, anil 
the laborious opulence of Rome."^ As soon as 
the place was invested by sea and Iand« Belisa- 
lius gave audience to the deputies of the people, 
who exhorted him to disregard a conquest un- 
worthy of his arms, to seek the Gothic king in a 
field of battle, and, after his victory, to claim, 
as the sovereign of Rome, the allegiance of the 
dependant cities. — ** When I treat with my 
" enemies," replied the Roman chief, with an 
haughty smile, ** I am more accustomed to give 
^ than to receive counsel : but I hold in one band 
** inevitable ruin, and in the other, peace and 
** freedom, such as Sicily now eryoys " The im- 
patience of delay urged him to grant the most 

• Nero (says Tacitui, Annal. xv, 35) Neapolhn quaw Graeam^' 
bem delegit. One hundred and fifty years afterwards* in the time of 
Septimius Severus, the HcUenism of the Neapolitans is praisri of 
Philostratus : ywf EXX*iirt^ »ai arvMh 9^19 luu rmg 0iniUs rm W* 
EXXif M»0i iitf'i, (Icon. I. I, p. 763, edit. Clear.)* 

« The otium of Naples is praised by the Roman poets, by Virgil. 
Horace, Silius Italicuf, and Statius, (Cluver. Ital. Ant L iv, ^ 1^^' 
1150). In an elegant episUe, (SyW. L iil, 5, p. 94-98, edft Mark- 
land), Statiua undertake! the difficult task of drawing bis wife&^ 
the pleasures of Rome to that calni retreat. 
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Kbenil terms; his hoBOur secured their perform* <?hap. 
ance ; but Naples was divided into two factions; 
and the Greek democracy was inflamed by their 
orators, who, with much spirit and some truth, 
represented to the multitude, that tiie Goths 
would punish their defection, and that Belisarius 
himself must esteem their loyalty and valour. 
Their deliberations, however, were not perfectly 
free : the city was commanded by eight hundred 
barbarians, whose wives and children were de« 
tained at Ravenna as the plege of their fidelity ; 
and even the Jews, who were rich and numerous, 
resisted, with desperate enthusiasm, the intoler- 
ant laws of Justinian. In a much later period; 
the circumference o£ Naples* measured only 
two thousand three hundred and sixty-three 
paces :^ the fortifications were defended by pre- 
cipices or the sea : when the aqueducts were in* 
ta'cepted, a supply of water might be drawn from 
wells and fountains ; and the stock of provisions 
was sufficient to consume the patience of the be- 
siegers. At the end of twenty days, that of Beli- 
sarius was almost exhausted, and he had recon- 
ciled himself to the disgrace of abandoning the 
siege, that he might march, before the wintef 
jseason, against Rome and the Gothic king. But 

* This measure was taken by Roger I, after the conquest of Naples^ 
(A. D. 1139), which he made the capital of his new kingdom* (Gian- 
none, Istoria Civile, torn, ii, p. 169). That city, the third in Christian 
£urope, is now at least twelve miles In circumference, (Jul. Cesar. 
Capaccii Hist. Neopol. 1. i, p. 47), and contains more inhabitants 
(350,000) in a given space, than any other spot in the known world. 

^ NcA geometrical, but commotio paces or steps, of 88 French inches* 
(d^Anville, Mesirre? Itincraires, p. 7, 9) : the 836S> do not make an 
English mile. 
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CHAK lus anxiety was relieved by die bold curiosity of 
^**,v***^^ an Isaurian, who explored the dry channel of as 
aqueduct, and secretly reported, that a passage 
might be perforated to introduce a file of armed 
soldiers into the heart of the city. When the 
work had been silently executed, the humane 
general risked the discovery of his secret, by a 
last and fruitles admonition of the impending 
danger. In the darkness of the night, four hun- 
dred Romans entered the aqueduct, raised then- 
^ selves by a rope, which they fastened to an olive 

tree, into the house or garden of a solitary ma- 
tron, sounded their trumpets, surprised the sen- 
tinels, and gave admittance to their companions, 
who, on all sides, scaled the walls, and burst 
open the gates of the city. Emery crime which is 
punished by social justice, was practised as the 
right? of war ; the Huns were dbtinguished by 
cruelty and sacrilege, andBeKsarius alone appear- 
ed in the streets and churches of Naples, to mo- 
derate the calamities which be predicted. <* The 
f* gold and silver," he repeatedly exclaimed, ^* are 
*^ the just rewards of your valour. But spare 
<< the inhabitants, they are ChristiaRs, they are 
^ sui^liants, they are now your fellow-subjects. 
** Restore the children to their parents, the wives 
. " to their husbands ; and shew them by your 
•* generosity, of what friends they have obsti- 
'^nately deprived themsdves." The city was sav- 
ed by the virtue and authority of its conqueror/ 

* BeUfaritu wm rejproved by Pope Sylverius for tlw massacre. He 
rcpcopled Naples, •»! imported coiopies of African capUresnito Sidlf, 

Calabda. 
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and when the Nei^litans returned to their chap, 
houses, they found sMie consolation in the se- ^ J^tll^^ 
cret enjoyment of their hidden treasures* The 
barbarian garrison inlisted in the s^rice of the 
emperor; Apulia and Calabria, dehvered from 
the odious presence of the Goths, acknowledged 
his dominion ; and the tusks of the Calydoniaa 
boar, which were still shewn at Beneventum, are 
curiously described by the historian of Belisarius.^ 

The faithful soldiers and citizens of Naples yitig«9» . 
had ^:pected their deliverance from a prince, lujy, 
who remained the inactive and almost indifferoat^^,;^* 
spectator of their ruin. Theodatus secured his ^ i>- ^^^^^ 
person within the walls of Rome, while his ca« 
valry advanced forty miles on the Appian way, 
and eacamped in the Pomptine marshes ; which, 
by a canal of nineteen miles in lengdi, had been 
recently drained and converted into excellent 
pastures.^ But the principal forces of the Goth* 
were dispersed in Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul ; 
and the feeble mind of their king was confound- 
ed by the unsuccessful event of a divination^ which 

CtUbria, and Apulia, (Hist. Miseea I. zvi» in Muratorl, torn, i, p. 100* 
107). 

• Beneventum was built by Diomede, the nephew 6f Mcleagerr 
(CluTff. torn. U> p. U95, 1199). The Calydonian bunt is a pktura of 
«vage life, (Oirid, Metamon^. 1. vUi). Thirty or forty heroes were 
leagued against a hog : the brutes (not the hog) quarrelled with a 
lady for the head. 

^ The Z)ece]»iKovt«« is strangely confounded by Cluverius (toin. ii* 
p. 1007) with the river Ufens. It was in truth a canal of nineteen 
ipilet, from Forum Appii to Terracina, on which Horace embarked 
in the night. The Decennovium which is mentioned by Lucan, Dion 
Castius, and Cassiodorius, has been sufficiently ruined, restored, at d 
^obliterated, (d'AnvUle, Analyse de lUtalic, p. 185> &c.> 
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CHAP, seemed to presaf^c the dotrnfal of his empire.* 
XLT. rpjj^ j^^|. ^yi^^^ slaves have arraigned the euilf, 
or weakness, of an unfortunate master. Tbe 
character of Theodatus was rigorously^ scruti- 
nized by a free and idle camp of barbarians, con- 
scious of their privilege and power : hie was de- 
clared unworthy of his race, his nation^ and his 
throne ; and their general, Vitiges^ whose valour 
had been singalized in the Illyrian war, M^as rais- 
ed, with unanimous applause, on the buckl^^ of 
his companions. On the first rumour, the abdi- 
cated monarch fled from the justice of his coun- 
try ; but he was pursued by private revenge. A 
Goth whom he had injured in his love, overtook 
Theodatus on the Flaminiah way, and, regardless 
of his unmanly cries, slaughtered him, as he lay 
prostrate on the ground, like a victim (says the 
historian) at the foot of the altar. The choice of 
the people is the best and purest title to reign 
over them : yet such is the prejudice of every age, 
that Vitiges impatiently wished to return to Ra- 
venna, where he might seize, with the reluctant 
hand of the daughter of Amalasontha, some faint 
shadow of hereditary right. A national council 
was immediately held, and the new monarch re- 
conciled the impatient spirit of the barbarians, to 
a measure of disgrace, which the misconduct of 
his predecessors rendered wise and indispensable. 

* A Jew gratified his contempt and hatred for ail the Christians, by 
inclosing three bands, each of ten hogs, and discriminated by the 
names of Goths, Greeks, and Romans. Of the first, almost all were 
found dead — almost all the second were alivt-i-of the third, half died, 
and the rest loi$t their bristles. No unsuitable emblem of the eirent. 
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The Goths consented to retreat in the presence chap. 
of a victorious enemy ; to delay till the next 
spring the operations of offensive war ; to summon 
their scattered forces ; to relinquish their distant 
possessions, and to trust even Rome itself to the 
faith of its inhabitants. Leuderis, an aged virar- 
rior, was left in the capital with four thousand 
soldiers; a feeble garrison, which might have 
seconded the zeal, though it was incapable of op- 
posing the wishes, of the Romans. But a mo* 
mentary enthusiasm of religion and patriotism 
was kindled in their minds. They furiously ex-^ 
claimed, that theapostolic throne should no longer 
be profaned by the triumph or toleration of Arian-^ 
ism; that the tombs of the Caesars should no long- 
er be trampled by the savages of the North ; and, 
without reflecting that Italy must sink into a 
province of Constantinople, they fondly hailed. 
the restoration of a Roman emperor as a new 
era of freedom and prosperity. The deputies 
.of the pope and clergy, of the senate and people, 
invited the lieutenant of Justinian to accept their 
voluntary allegiance, and to enter the city, whose 
gates would be thrown open for his reception.. 
As soon as Belisarius had fortified his new con- 
quests, Naples attid Cumae, he advanced about 
twenty miles to the banks of the Vulturnus, con- 
templated the decayed grandeur of Capua, and 
halted at the separation of the Latin and Appian 
ways. The work of the censor, after the inces- 
sant use of nine centuries, still preserved its pri- 
meval beauty, ssiA not a flaw could be discover- 
^ in the large polished stones, of which that 
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CHAP, solid, though narrow road» was so firmly compact- 

^^^ ed.* Belisarius, however, preferred the Latin 

way, which, at a distance from the sea and the 

marshes, skirted, in a space of one hundred and 

twenty miles, along the foot of the mountains. 

BeiiMTiut jjij enemies had disappeared: when he made 

enters • * 

Borne, his entrance through the Asmarian gate> the gar- 
^'xa * rison departed without molestation along the 
Flaminian way ; and the city, after sixty years 
servitude, was delivered from the yoke of the bar- 
barians, Leuderis alone, from a motive of pride 
or discontent, refused to accompany tiie fugU 
tives; and the Gothic chief, himself a trophy 
of the victory, was sent with the keys of .)^me 
to the thrope of the emperor Justinian^^ 
Rome? The first days, which coincided with the old 
the Gothe, Satumalia,weredevotedtomutual congratulatien 
Marchf^' and the pubUc Joy ; and the catholics prepared to 
celebrate, without a rival, the approaching festival 
of the nativity of Christ. In the faniiliar conva^ 
atidn of a hero, the Romans acquired some no- 
tion of the virtues which history ascribed to their 
ancestors; thc^y were edified by the appareDt 
respect of B^isarius for the successor of St«Peter, 

* Beryier (Hiftt dies brands C^iem^s des Roioaillp, toQ)« !» p. 221- 
i2^44^444r) eximlnej.the^ructui'e and materials, while d'Anville 
(Analyse df Italic, p. tP0r^l3) deflifes the geograpfaital line. 

•Of the ^rst recovery Qf Bonae, t^p^tar <53^> is 4:ert«ln, inm the 
feries orevents; rather than from the corrupt, or interpoleted, tcxtuf 
Procopiu$.:. the .9i«BMj(Deeember> iff ascertained by E>va^ius, (L ir, 
e. 19); and the ifary (tl\e tenth) mti^ be admitted on the* slfght evidence 
of >f iciephorus T^allisthus, (I. zvii, c. 13)* For this accurate chrono- 
logy, we are inde|;tfd' to -the dili^ficcf $jid jud^ezxt of i*i^ (tesi 
ft, pi 659, 660). .^ 
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£^nd his rigid discipline secured, in the midst of chap« 



war, the blei^dings of tranquillity and Justice. ^^^ 



They tipplauded the rapid success of his arms^ 
which 07ier-»ran the adjacent country, as far as 
Narni, Pehisia, and Spoleto ! but they trembled^ 
the senate, the clergy, and the unwarlike {][eople» 
as soon as they understood that he had resolved^ 
and would speedily be reduced, to sustain a siege 
against the powers of the GotMc monorcbyi 
The designs of Vitiges were executed, during 
the winter-season, with diligence and effect* 
From tiieir rustic habitations, from their distant 
garrisons, the Goths assembled at Ravenna for 
the defence of their country; and such were 
their numbers, that after an army bad been de-^ 
tached for the relief of Dalmatia, one hundred 
and fifty thousand fighting men marched under 
the royal standard* According to the degrees of 
rank or merit, the Gothic king distributed arms 
and horses, rich gifts, and liberal promises ; he 
moved along the Flaminian way, declined the 
useless si^es of Perusia and i^Ieto, respected 
the impregnable rock of Nami, and arrived wiih^ 
in two miles of Rome, at the foot of the Milvian 
bridge. The narrow passage was fortified with a 
tower, and Belisarius had computed the value of 
the twenty days, which must be lost in the con- 
struction of another bridge. But theoaosteraaMoa 
of the soldiers of the tower, who either fled or de- 
serted, disappointed his hopes, and betrayed his 
person into the most imminent danger At the 
head of one thousand horse, the Roman general 
sallied from theFlaminian gatetomarktheground 

VOL. VII. Q 
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CHAP, of an advantageous position, and to survey flie 
*^'' camp of the barbarian^; but while he still be- 
lieved tliem on the other side of the' Tiber, lie 
was suddenly encompassed and ^saulted by tkir 
innumer(»Me squadrons. The fate of Italy de- 
})end^ on his life ; and the deserters pointed to 
the conspicuous horse, a bay/ with * white face. 
which lie Fode on that memorable day. ^ Aim at 
" the bay horse," was the; universal cry. Every 
bow was bent, every javelin was directed, against 
that fotat object, aitd the coinmand was repeated 
and obeyed by thousands who were ignorant of 
Its peal ntotivcr The bolder barbarfems advanced 
to the more hf)nouriable combat of swords asi 
spears ; and the praise of an enemy has graceil 
the fall of Visandus, the standard-bearer,^ wic 
maintained his foremost station, till he ^as 
pierced with thirteen wounds, perhaps by lk« 
hand of Belisarius himself. The Roman gener- 
al was strongr active, and dexterous r on everv 
side he discharged his weighty and mortal 
strokes : liis faithful guards imitated his valour, 
and defended Ms person ; and the Goths, after 
the loss of a thousand men, fled . before the 
arms of an hero. They were rashly pursued 

' An horse of a bay or ml colour was styled pmXwshj the Greeh 
Italan by the barbarians^ and spadix by the Romans. Hone^ti sf^^"' 
aays Vitgl!, (Geoi^c I iii, 72, with the observations of Martin ao^ 
lleyne> 24r«^ or fituopt signifies a branch of the palm-tree, wbost 
name». ^mm^i is synonymous to red, (Aulus Gellius, il, 26). 

• I interpret /3ieil«Xa^4r» not as a proper name, but an offl«> ^^' 
ard-beaxer, from bandum, (TeuUum), a barbfiric word adq>tedbjlb< 
Greeks and Roman*, (Paul Diaoon. 1. i, p. 20, p. 700. Grot. Hoo^ 
Cothicay p. £75^ DucsAgey Gloss. Latin, torn. I, p. 539, 540). 
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to theif camp ; cmd the Romans, oppressed chaf. 
by multitudes, made a gradual, and at lengfth 
a precipitate, retreat to the gates of the city : the 
gates were shut against the fugitives ; and the 
public terror wias increased, by the report that 
Belisarius was slain. His countenance *was in- 
deed disfigured by sweat, dust, and blood ; his 
voice was hoarse, his strength was almost eX'- 
bausted; but his unconquerable spirit still re* 
mained ; he imparted that spirit to his despond- ' 
ing companions; and their last desperate charge 
was felt by the flying barbarians, as if a new 
army, vigorous and entire, had been poured from 
the city. The Flaminian gate was thrown open Vaiowdf 
to a real triumph ; but it was not before Belisa- ^^^"^^ 
rius had visited every post, and provided for the 
public safety, that he could be persuaded by his 
wife and friends, to taste the needful refresh* 
ments of food and sleep. In the more improved 
state of the art of war, a general is seldom re- 
quired, or even permitted, to display the personal 
prowess of a soldier ; and the example of Beli- 
sarius may be added to the rare examples of 
Henry IV, of Pyrrhus, and of Alexander. 

After this first and unsuccessful trial of their Hin d*> 
enemies, the^whole army of the Goths passed the a?^"! 
Tiber, and formed the siege of the city, which 
continued above a year, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancy may conceive, the severe com- 
pass of the geographer defines the circumference 
of Rome within a line of twelve miles and three 
hundred and forty-five paces ; and that circum- 
ference, except in the Vatican, has invariably 

q2 
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CHAP, been the same from the triumph <^ Aureliikn to 
the peaceful but obscure reign of /the mod^n 
popes.'' But in the day of her greatn^s, the 
space within her walls was crowded with habita- 
tions and inhabitants ; and the populous suburbs, 
that stretched along the public roads» were darted 
like so many rays from one common centre. Ad- 
versity swept away these extraneous ornaments, 
and left naked and desolate a considerable part 
even of the seven bills. Yet Rome» in. its presejA 
state, could send into the field above thirty 
thousand males, of a military age;^ and, notwith- 
standing the want of discipline and exerase, the 
far greater part, inured to the hardships of po- 
verty, might be capable of beaming arms for the 
defence of their country and religion. The pru- 
dence of Belisarius did not neglect this impcnrtant 
resource. His soldiers were relieved by tiie zeal 
and dUigence of the people, who watched while 
they slept, and laboured while they reposed : he 
accepted the voluntary service of the bravest and 
most indigent of the Koman youth ; and the com- 
panies of townsmen sometimes represented, in a 
vacant p06t» the presence of the troops which bad 
been drawn away to more essential duties. But 

^ M. d*AnvjlVc hat given, in the Meipoin of th« Academy fortke 
year 1766, (torn, xxx, p. 19S-236), a plan of Rome on a smaller scale, 
but far more tcrurate tbiin that whioh he had delineated iA 173S for 
RoUin*8 history. Experience had improved his knowledge i and, ie- 
ttead of Rossi's topography, he used th^ new and excellent xDap oi 
KoHL l>Iih:y'a old x&easure of xiii foust be reduced to viii miles. It 
Is easier to alter A text* than to remove hills or buildii^s. 

* In the year 1709, Labat (Voyages en Italic, torn, ill, p. 218) 
/ reckoned 13S,5(9S Chtistian souls, besides Sor 10,000 Jews — without 
•ouTsP In the jmt X?^), the numbers exettded 160,00a 
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Is just cdnfidence was placed in tbe veterans ^^J^f* 
b^ho had fought under his banner in the Persian 
nd African wars; and although that gidlant 
»and was reduced to five thousand meni he un< 
[ertook, with such contemptible numbers, to 
[efend a circle of twelve miles, against an army 
>f One hundred and fifty thousand barbarians. In 
he walls of Rome, which Belisarius eonstmcted 
ir restored, the materials of ancient architecture 
nay be discerned*/ and tbe whole fortificatioii 
vas completed, except in a chasm still extant 
>etween the Pinclan and Flaminian gates, which 
he prejudices of the Goth$ mid Romans left 
mder the effectual guard of St. Peter the apos* 
:,1e.^ The hattlements or bastions were shaped 
n sbaip angles; a ditch, b^oad and deep, |)ro« 
bected the foot of the rampart ; and the archers 
on the rampart were assisted by military en^ 
^ines ; the balista^ a powerful cross-bowy which 
darted short but massy arrows; theondjgri, or wild 
asses, which, on the princ^le of a sling, threw 
stones and bullets of an enormous size." A chain 
was drawn across the Tiber ; the arches of the 
aqueducts were made impervious, and the mole or 

k The accurate eye of Vardini (Roma Ant|ca» 1. i» c viii, p. 31) 
could dittingQiab the iuaaultuaria <q^a f^ BeHsario. 

> The fissure and leaniog in the upper part of the wall* which Pxo; 
copios observed, {Goth. 1. J, c 1'3), is visible, tp the present hour, 
CDonat Homa Vetiv, 1, 1, c 1,7, p. S3, 64,). 

« idpslus <Opp. torn. iii| Poliorc^t. L Ui) waa jfiiorant of thl^ 
claar ati^ conspkuous paaaage of Procopius, (Goth, h i» c. 21). The 
enipne was named t»Myfn, the wild ju», a ealdtrando, (Hen. Steph. 
ThcMur. t«ingu« Grac. torn, ii, p» 1340, 1341; ton. iii, p. 877). 
I have setn an in^Kenioiis model, contrived an/i executed, hy (General 
Melville, which iniitates or surpasses the art of antiquity. 

Q8 
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CHAP, sepulchre of Hadrian'' was converted, for the first 
.^^[[^^ time, to the uses of a citadel. That venerable 
structure, which contained the a^es of the An- 
tonines, was a circular turret rising from a 
quadrangular basis : it was covered with the 
white marble of Paras, and decorated by tbe 
statues of gods and heroes; and the lover of the 
arts must read with a sigh, that the works of 
Praxiteles or Lysippus were torn from their lofty 
pedestals, and hurled into the ditch on the heads 
of the besiegers.^ To each of bis lieutenaots 
Belisarius assigned th^ defence of a g'ate, whb 
the wise and peremptory instruction, that, what- 
ever might be the alarm, they shoiuld steadiij 
adifere to their respective posts, and trust their 
general for the safety of Rome. The formidable 
host of the Goths was insufficient to enibrace the 
ample measure of the city; of the fourteen gates, 
seven only were invested from the Praenestine 
to tbe Flaminian way ; and Vitiges divided hb 
troops into six camps, each of which was fortified 
with a ditch and rampart. On the Tuscan side of 
tbe river, a seventh encampment was formed in 
the field or circus of tbe Vatican, for the import- 
ant purpose of commanding the Milvian brid^ 

" The description of this xmrasoleum, or mole, in Proicopius, C* i* 
e. 25), is the first and best. The height above the walls 0-x*^** 'f ^^ 
fisXftf. On NoIIi*8 great plan, the sides measure 260 English feet 

* Praxiteles excelled in Fauns, and that of Athens was bis own 
master-piece. Borne now contains above thirty of tbe same character. 
When the ditch of St. Angelo was cleansed under Urban VllI, the 
workmen found the sleeping Facm of the Barbexini palace : Imt a Icgt t 
thigh, and the right arm, had been broken from that beautiful statue, 
(Wm^kehnan, Hist, de YAxt, torn, ii, p. 52, 53 ; torn, ill, p ^65^ 
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end thfi.coiirse of the Tiber; Imt tli^y appro^b- chap. 
^d with dcTotion the adjacent church of St. ^J^^^ 
Peter; and the threshold of the holy apostles 
was respected during the siege by a Christian 
-enemy. In the ages of victory, . as often as the 
senate decreed some distant conquest, the consul 
idenouBced hostilities^ by u^Wriog, in aolomn 
j)on^ the gates of the tempk <)£ Janus.^ Do- 
mestic war now rendered the admonition super- 
fluoiis^ ^d the wremony was superseded by the 
establishment of a new religion. But the brazen 
temple of Janus was left standing in the forum; 
of a. size siufiicient only to contain the statue of 
the god, five cubits in height. Of a human form, 
hnt with two faces, directed to the east and west. 
The dpuble gates wen^ JikeVt^ise of brass ; and a 
fruitlests eflfort to turn t^em on theii^ rusty hinges, 
xeveii}ed the scandalous secret, that some Romdlis 
were sti}l attached to the jisuperstitton jof their 
ancestors. 

Eighteen days were employed by the besiegers, R«puisc»a 
to provide all the instrumehts of attack which an- ^w Jit of 
tiquity had ip vented. Fascines were prepared to ^* ^°^*' 
£11 the ditcher scaling-laddess to ascend the walls. 
The largest Jtreesofthefqrest supplied the timbers 
of four battering-rams ; their heads were armed 
with iron; tb^were suspended by ropes, and each 
of them was worked by the labour of fifty men. 
The lofty wooden turrets moved on wheels or 

P Procopius has given the best description of the temple of Janus, 
a national deity of Latiam, (Hajne* Ezcurs. v, ad L vii, J&nad). It 
was once a gate in thenpmitivecity of Romulus and Numa, (Nardini* 
y. 13, 256, 329). Virgfl luw described the ancient rite, like a port 
and an antiquariaii. 
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CHAP. roUnrSi and formtd a spacious platfonn of the 
kJ^L^ level of the rampart. On the* morning of the 
nineteenth day, a general attack was niade from 
the Praenestine gate to the Vatiean : seTcn 
Gothic columns, with their n^Uitary en^nes, ad- 
rahced to the assault ; and the Romana wholined 
the ramparts, listened with doubt :an<jL anxietj 
to the cheerful assurances of their conunander. 
As soon as the enemy approached the ditch. Be- 
lisarius himself drew the first narrow i and suck 
was his strength and dexterity, ttiat be .transfix- 
ed the foremost of the barbarian leaders., A shoat 
of applause and victory was re-echoed aloi^ tlie 
wall. He drew a second arrow, and. the stroke 
was followed with the same success ai^d tb^ same 
acclamation* The Roman generattiheii gave the 
word, that the archers should aim at the teains 
of oxen ; they were instantly covered with mortal 
wounds ; the towers which they drew, remsuned 
useless and immoveable, and a single moment 
disconcerted the laborious projects of the king 
ofUieGk)ths. After this disaj^intment, Vitiges 
«till continued, or feigned to continue, the assault 
of the Salarian gate, that he migbt divert the at- 
tention of bis adversary, while his f^incipal forces 
more strenuously attacked the Pr^nestiiie gate 
and the sepulchre of Hadrian, at the distance of 
three miles fVom each other. Near the former, 
the double walls of the Vivarium * were low or 
broken; the fortifications of the latter w^re feeblr 

V Vivariwn was an axmie in the xi«w wall, inclosed for wil4 beasts 
(Frocopius, Goth. 1. i; c. 33). The spot is stiU ▼isible in Kardini «. 
iy, c. i, p. 159, 160) and No]li*s great plan of Rome. 
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guarded: the^igfour of the Goths #a8 excited chaf. 

XIJ. 



by the hope of rfctoiy and spml ; and if a single ^'''• 



post had givett way, the Romans, and Rome it- 
self, were irrecoverably lost. This perilous dxf 
was the most ^orious in the life of Belisarkt^: 
Amidst tumult imd dismay, the whole {dan of 
the attack and defence was distinctly present to 
bis mind ; be observed the changes of each in-^ 
stant» weighed every possible advantage, trans* 
ported his person to the scenes of danger, and 
communicated his spirit in cakn and d^isix^e or*^ 
ders. The contest was fiercely maiiltained from 
the morning to the evening ; the Goths were re- 
pulsed on all sides, and each Roman might boast, 
that he had vanquished thirty barbarians, if the 
strange disproportion of numbers were not coun- 
terbalanced by the merit of one man. Thirty 
thousand Goths, according to the confb^ion of 
their own chiefs, perished in this bloody action t 
and the multitu^ of the wounded was equal to . 
that of the alain. When they advanced to tb6 as- 
sault, their close disorder suffered not a javelin to 
fall without effect; and as they tetired, th^ popu- 
lace of the city joined the pursuit, and slaughter- 
ed, with impunity, the backs of their flying ene- 
mies. Belisarius instantly sallied from the gates; hu saiues. 
and whik the soldiers chaunted his name and vic- 
tory, the hostile, engines of war were reduced to 
ashes. Such was the loss and consternation of the 
Goths, that, frcmi this day, the siege of Rome de« 
generated into a tedious and indolent blockade; 
and they were incessantly harassed by the Roman 
general, who, in frequent skirmishes^ destroyed 
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GHAP. iOiOTe five tlioufeftiidoftheirbm^est troops. Tkdr 
^xx^!mx cavalrj was nnpnieti^ ia.tliexiiae of the bow; 
their archers s^nrml on foot; aad this divided 
force waa incapable .of cmitewUiig with their ad« 
yersaries, whose lances and ai^oW^^ at a distance, 
or at hand, were alike formidable, ^ The coosuoi- 
mate skill of Belisaruis embraced :tbe &¥oarabk 
opportunities :, and m he cb^ejtbe ground and 
the mojaent, as he pressed tb^ chlurgje^ or sound- 
ed the retreat/ the aquadron? whV^h J)p. detached 
, were sektesn iwsuccessihl. Thesis partial adr«B- 
tages diffiised.an ioipati^pt a^^pur among the 
soldiws and people, who b^api; itc^ feel, the bard* 
sdiips of a siege, and to di€feg^t](ie, dangers of a 
general engagement. Each.ip^^ljN^i^ conceived 
himself to be. an beroi and th^/^iiifantry, who, 
since the decay ofdiscipliaejwer^ rejected from 
the line of battle, aspired to t]|e aAcient Iu>nouis 
of the Roman legion. Beh/^ius praised the 
spirit of his troops, coodeipnadM^eir presun^ 
tioa, yielded to their clampafs,, an^: prepared the 
remedies of adefeat^ the>pps§ihUity of wfaicl^he 
alone had courage to isuspect* In the qimrterof 
the Vatican, the Ropans prevailed:^ and if the 
irr^mrahle m<»nents bad not bfeeii waited in the 
. pillage of the camp, they might hfive .occupied 
the Milvian bridge and chai^god in the rear of 
the Gothic host On the other s^ide of the Ti* 

' For the Roman trumpet and its various notes, consult Lipsius, 
He MilitU Roman!, (Opp. tom/iii, I iii Dialog, x, p. 12&-139}. 
A node of distinguiriiing the ekm^ hj the hovse-tnioipet of sofid 
brass, and the rUratU by the foot-trumpet of leather and light wood, 
was recoDunended by Procopius, and adopted by Belisarius, (Goth. 
a il, 0. iSfy, 
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ber, Belisarius advanced from tlie Pindan and ohaf. 
Salarian crates. But his aravy, four thoiistod ^^^^ 
soldiers perhaps, was lost ia a spacious plain} 
they were encompassed and oppressed by fresh 
multftudes, whp cootinually relieved the. broken 
ranks of the barbarians. The valiant leaders of 
the infantry were unskilled to conquer; they 
died : the retreat (an hasty retreat) was coverod 
by the prudence of the g^eral» and the vict<ifi 
started back with affright from the formidalrie 
aspect of an armed rampart* Thie reputation of 
Belisarius was unsullied by a defbat ; and tlie vain 
confidence of the Goths was mtt less serviiceiMe 
to his designs^ than the repentance and modesty 
of the Roman troops. 

From the moment that Belisarius had ^ Wstren of 
tennined to sustam. a siege^ his assiduous care 
provided Rome against the dangei: of famine 
more dreadful than the Gqthtc arms. An cac* 
tfarordinary supply of cor^ Wjas imported i&om 
Sicily : the ha)rvest3 of Campania: and Tuscany 
were forcibly swept for the Xi^eof the dity: 
and the rights of private property were infrii^^- 
ed by the strong plea of the public safety. . It 
might easily be foreseen that, the enemy tvrauld 
intercept the aqueducts; and the cessation of 
the water-mills was the first ino^otvenieiice* 
which was speedily removed by mooring large 
vessels, and fixing mill-stones in the current aS 
the river* The stream was soon embarrassed by 
the trunks of trees, and polluted with dead bo- 
dies; yet so effectual were the precautions of. 
the Romao general, that the waters of the Ti- 
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ci^AP. bar still continued to give motion to the milU 
"*'* _ and drink to the inhabitants ; the more distant 
quarterswere suppHedfirom domestic weHs; and a 
besi^ed city might support, without impatience, 
tlie privmtion of her public baths. A large por- 
tion of Rome, fh>m the Praenestine gate to the 
church of St. Paul, was never invested by tk 
Goths ; their excursions were restrained by the 
attivity of the Moorish troops ; the navigation of 
tlieTiber,and the Latin, Appiah, andOstian waTs, 
were left free sind unmolested for the introduction 
of com and cattle, or the retreat of the inhabit* 
ants, who sought a refuge in Campania or Sicily. 
Anxious to relieve himself from an useless and d^ 
vouring multitude, Belisarius issued his peremp- 
tory orders for the instant departure of the wo- 
men, tlie children, and the slaves ; required his 
soldiers to dismiss their male and female attend- 
ants^ and regulated their allowance, that orc 
moietyshould begiven in provisions, and ibeother 
ki mMey. His foresight was justified by the in- 
crease of the public distress, as soon as the Goths 
had occupied two important posts in the neigh- 
bourhood of Rome: By the loss of the port, or, 
to it is now cidled, the city of Porto, he was de- 
prived of the country on the right of the Tiber, 
mA the best communication with the* sea ; and 
he reflected with grief and anger, that three hun- 
dred men, oouM he have spared such a feeble 
band, might have defended its i^ipregnable works. 
Seven miles from the capital, between the Ap- 
pian and the Latin ways, two principal aque- 
ducts, crossing, and* again crossing each other, in- 
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dosed within their solid and lofty arches a fof« cuap« 
tified space/ where Vitiges established a camp 
of seven thousand Goths to intercept the convoys 
of Sicily and Campania. The granaries of Rome 
were insensibly exhausted, the adjacent country 
had been wasted with fire and sword: such scan- 
ty supplies as might yet be obtamed by hasty 
excursions, were the reward of valour, and the 
purchase of wealth : the forage of the horses^ 
and the bread Of the soldiers, never failed ; but 
in the last months of the siege, the people were 
exposed to the miseries of scarcity, unwholesome 
food,* and contagious disorders. Belisarius saw 
and pitied theur suflferings; but he had foreseen, 
and he watched the decay of their loyalty, and 
the progress of their discontent* Adversity bad 
awakened the Romans from the dreams of grand* 
ear and freedom, and taught them the humiliat- 
ing lesson, that it was of small moment to thar 
real hi^piness, whether the name of their mas- 
ter was derived from the Gothic or the Latin 
language. The lieutenant of Justinian listened to 
their just complaints, but he rejected with disdain 
the idea of flight or capitulation ; repressed their 

* Proc^pius (Gotfa. L ii, c. 3) has forgot to name these aqueducts : 
nor can such a double. Intersection, at such a distance from Rome, be 
cieariy ascertained from the writings of Frontinus Fabretti and £&- 
chlnardv de Aquis and de Agro Bomanot or from the local maps of 
Lameti and Cingolani. Seven or eight miles ft^om the city, (50 stadia), 
tto the road to Albano« between the Latin and Appian ways, I discern 
the remains of an aqueduct, (probably the Septtmian), a series (€30 
paces) of arches twenty*five feet high, (v^^nXy i«'«t7«»). 

' They made sausages, •X>«r«f, of mule's flesh : unwholesome, if the 
anunals bad died of the plague. Otherwise the famous Bologna sausages 
are said to be made of aes flesh, (Voyages de Labat» tos^. ii, p. 21S)« 
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ghaf. clamorous impatience fdr battle ; aantised tbem 
a.^^^.rr '■^i*'* *^^ prospect of sure and speedy relief; and 
secured himself aad the city from the effects oi 
their despair or treachery. Twice in each montb 
he changed the station of the officers to whom the 
custody of the gates was committed : the various 
precautions, of patroles, watch- words, lights, ani 
music, were repeatedly employed todiscoyerwhat- 
ever passed on the ramparts ; out-guards were 
posted beyond the ditch, and the trusty vigilance 
of dogs supplied the more doubtful fidelity of man- 
kind* A letter was intercepted, which assured 
the king of the Groths, that the Asinarian gate, 
adjoining to the Lateran church, should be se- 
Exile of cretly opened to his troops. On the proof or 
yi^ij " suspicion of treason, several senators were ba- 
No^ 1^^' '^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ P^P^ Sylverius was summoned 
to attend the representative of his sovereign, 
at his head-quarters in the Plnciaa palace." 
The ecclesiastics who followed their bishop, 
were detained in the first or second apartment,' 
and he alone was admitted to the presence of 
Belisarius. The conqueror of Rome and Car- 
thage was modestly seated at the feet of An- 
tonina, who reclined on a stately couch : the 

" The name of the palace, the hill, and the adjoining ^te, were all 
derired fi'om the -senator Pincius. Some receat telt^ges of temples ajid 
churches are now smoothed in the garden of tl>e Mlniniy of the Triniii 
del Monte, (Nardini, 1. iv, c. 7, p. 196; Eschinard, p; 209, !^10; theoli 
plan of Buffalino,' and the great plan of NoIIi). Belisarius had fixed his 
< Station between the Piaoian and Salarian gates,: (Procop^ Goth. 1. 1 
e. 15). 

* From the mention of the primum et secundum Yelam* it shooid 
seem that Belfsarins,'even in a st^ge, represented the emperor, aatf 
naintained the proud cerettiontal of the Bjrxaatlne {nlftce^ 
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genef-al was silent, but the voice of reproach' chap. 
and menace issued from the mouth of his impe- ^^J^^ 
rioUs wife. Accused by credible Witnesses, and 
the evidence of his own subscription, the suc- 
cessor of St. Peter was despoiled of his pon- 
tifical ornaments, clad in the mean habit of a 
monk, and embaiiced, without delay, for a distant 
exile in the East. At the emperor's command, 
the clergy of Rome proceeded to the choice of a 
new bishop ; arid after a solemn invocation of the 
Holy Ghost, elected the deacon Vigilius, who had 
purchased the papal throne by a bribe of two hun- 
dred pounds of gold. The profit, and consequent- 
ly the guilt, of this simony, was imputed to Belisa^ 
rius : but the hero obeyed the orders of his wife: 
Antonina served the passions of the empress; and 
Theodora lavished her treasures, in the vain 
hope of obtaining ^ pontiff hostile or indifferent 
to the council of Chalcedon.' 

The epistle of Belisarius to the emperor an- Deiiver- 
nounced his victory, his danger, and hisresolution. the dt/. 
" According to your commands, we have entered 
** the dominions of the Gkiths, and reduced to 
" your obedience, Sicily, Campania, and the 
** city of Rome: but the lossof these conquests will 
•* be more disgraceful than their acquisition was 
•* glorious. Hitherto we have successfully fought 
^' againstthemultitude of the barbarians,btit their 

' Oetiugact4)f sacrilcifle. Pv9C9pi«« (Gotb. JUi, c. 25) is a dry and 

relactant witness. The narratives of Liberatus, (BreviariutD, c. ti)» 
tDd Anastasius, (de Vit. Pont. p. 39), are characteristic, but passionate. 
Hear the ezecjcationa of Cardinal Baroniua, (A. D. 536, N^ 1!^; A* XX 
i38, N*. 4.SQ)^,portentuin, iSMinus oroni ezecratione dignuio. 
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CHAP* << multitudes moy. finally prevail. Victory isttej 
** gift of Providence, but the reputation of kings 
^ and generals depends on the success or the fail- 
'< ure of their designs. Permit me to ^pedwitfa 
** freedom : if .you wish that we should live, 
'< send us subsistence; if you desire that we 
'< should conquer^ send us arms, horses, and ma 
<< The Romans have received us as fiieiidsBiKl 
** deliverers; but in oar |H«sent distress^ &9j 
« will be either betrayed by thebrcoiffidence^oF 
** we shall be oppressed by their treacbeiyad 
'' hatred. F^rvinysdf^ my: life is consecratedto 
yo\ur service; it is yours to rdSeet, wbetbff 
roy d^h in this situation will contribute to 
'^ i3^ glory and prosperity of your reiga.'' Per* 
haps^ that neign would have been eqnaHy pro^ 
sperops, i£ the peaceful mastcr.of tlie East bad 
abstained fr(mi theiconquest of Afrisa and Italy; 
but as Justinian was an^iifciaus of £san^ he male 
some .effi»rta,^their wave fiaeUe and hoguid, to 
support. andixescue iusu^ victorious gei^ral. A 
revilbccfilMiit oq£ sixtara imndried SdavonJans 
and Huns. yra& led by iMnttin^^and Valerian ; ani 
as they had. reposed dorii^4he winter^«e^i^i>! 
the b^rbaursofj^eece^ tha strength rf^l^«'^* 
^d horses waa not impaired by the* fatigues of 
a sea-voyage ; and they distinguished their vi- 
lour in the. first sally agaui^ the besiegers. A 
bout the time of the summer solstice, Euthalins 
landed at Terrackia with large sums ofnmej!^ 
the payment of the troops; he cautioosty proceed' 
ed along the Appian way, and this convoy eflterw 
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Rome through the gate Capenm' while Belisa- ch4p. 
riits^ <m the other side, diTerted the attention of ^,^^,. 
the CMhs by a vigorous and successful skirmish. 
These seasonaMe aids, the use and reputation of 
whieb were dexterously managed by the Roman 
general, revived the courage, or at least the 
hopes» oi the soldiers and people. The historian 
Proclaims was deqiatched with an important 
commission, to collect the troops and provisions 
which .Campania oouhi furnish, or Constantin- 
ople had sent ; and the secretary of Belisarius 
was socm followed by Antonina herself,* who 
bol^y travarsed the posts of the enemy, and re- 
turned wi^ the oriratal suoeoiirs to the relief 
of her httsbaiid' and the bended city. A fleet 
of three thousand Isaurians cast anchor in the 
bay c£ Nicies, and irflerwaids at Ostia. Above 
two tlmttsand horse, of whom apart were Thra- 
cians, landed at Taneiitum ; and, after the junc- 
tion of five hundred soldiers of Campania, and 
a train . d waggsns ladai with wine and flour, 
they directed their march on tiie Appian way, 
from Capua to Ae neighbourhood of Borne. The 
forces that arrived by Jbad and-sea^ were united 
at the mouth oi the Tijier. Antonina convened 
a council of war: it was resolved to surmount, 
withsailsandoarsi the adverse stream of the river: 
and theGoths were apjNrehensive of disturbing, by 

* The old Cagpena woa removed by Aurelian to, or near^ the mo* 
4em gate of St. Sebastian, (see Nolli's plan). That memorable spot 
baa been oooseerated bf the C^rieii grpve, the memory of Kmna, 
triumphal arches, the sepulchres of the Scipiop, Metelii, &«• 

* The expression of Procopius has an invidious cast— c«%iiv tm 4V 
arfmXvt viff ffifi 0Vf$$nf»fti9y!v xetfttimttu (Ooth. I. ll, c 4)« Yet ba I* 
rpeaking of a womar\. 

VOL. VII. ^ ft 
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CHAP, any rash bostiHties^ tl)e negotiatkm to wbich Bdi 
^^'* ^ saritts bad craftily Hstened. Th^ crcdakualjbe 



lieved, that they saw naiaove than the Taiiguan 
of a fleet ^nA army, which abeady coTeredtk 
I&tMsn sea and the pbuns of Campania; and tb 
ittusion was supported by the haughty laniguagf 
of the Roman geseraK vhea he gave audieoce 
to the ambassadors of Vitiges* Afker a spedoo^ 
discourse to vindicate the jiustice of his came. 
they declared that, for the sake of peace, tkj 
were disposed to- renounce the possessioa of Si- 
cily. '* The emperor Is not less generous,'* R- 
plied his UeutenaAt, with a disdainful smile; "is 
*^^ return fbr a gift which you bo longer possess, 
*^ he presents yon with an ancient pwrinceof 
'< the empire ; he resigns to the G^s theso' 
<^ rei^ignty of the Britrsk island;' 'Mam 
rejected with equal finnness and Ooateaiptthe 
offer of a tribute ; hut he allowed the G# 
funb^ssadors te seek their fate firom themou^ 
of Justinian himtolf ; and consented, with seeio 
ing reluctance, to a truce of three maoths, from 
the winter solstice to the equinox of spiiag* P^' 
dence might not safbly trust either the osii^^ 
hostages of thebarbariana^butthe conscioussi^ 
riorlty of the Roman chief was expressed itt ^^ 
Beiisarius distributioli of his troops. As sbonasfeaf^ 
msMfci' hunger compelled the Cioths to eiraeuate Alii^i 
j^j! Porto, andCentumcellae, their place was instant^ | 
supplied ; the garrisons of Nami, Spoleto, aw 
Perusia, were reinforced, and the seven camps* 
tb^besiegers were gradually encompassed n^i**^ 
calamities of a siegCr The pray^$ 



^ 6t PlitiUs^ fc^^p <E>f MilM, ver^ ii^ without "f^j^f • 
effect ; ftfid he abt^?4 one tbqufian^ '^hraciftns %*-i— ^ 
aBd liiaiit^iaDSi to e^$]»t tlie i^^volt pf l^iguria a* 
gaii^^t her Ariaft tyrabt. At tbe same titoe, John 
thp Satigiyu^ry,^ tbe4)ephew of Vitalian, was de- 
tached with two thpusan^-cht)seh hoi:se» first to 
Alba <?» tb^ Fucipe lake, and afterwards to the 
frontiers^ of Ficenuw on the Hadriatic sea* *^ In 
" that province," $aid Belisarws, " tbe (Soths 
*' have dfiposited their fsmilies and trea^ures^ 
" without ^ guard ot tW suspicion of danger* 
" Douhtl^s^ they will violate the truce: let theril 
" feei your preseuce, before they tear of your 
'' motions. Spare tbe Italiaiisr suffer iiot any \ 
*^ fortified plape^^ to remain hostile in your rear ; 
'^ aud fmthfuUy i^eserve tbe spoil for an equal 
''' and Gomtnou partition. It would not b^ rea- 
*' soxia^hk/' he ^ded With a Iaugh» ^^ that whilst 
^^ we lure toiling to tbe destruction of the drohes*^ 
*< Qur tttore fortunate hrethr^i should riflb and 
" ejyo J the honey.*' 

Th0 whole nation of ihe Ostt ogoths had been 2se^* 
a^semM^d for the attack^ and was almost entirely ^^^^ ^^ . 
consuin^d in the siege of Uome^ If any cre£t a! d?588, 
bedueto m intelligent spiK:tator,oiie tbirdat least ^^^' 
Qf their enortnous host was destroyed. In flrequent 
and bloody cpmbats under the walls of the city^ 
The Vad fame and pernicious qualities of the sum- 
iajer ftir^ might already be imputed to thedecay 
o^agrioulture and population; an4 the evils of fa-^ 
QUne and pestilence were aggi^valed by their own 
Uceatiou^ieas, and the unfnendly disposHion of 

which might do honour to %, tJ^r. 

1^2 



fl44 YHB DECLIMB AND PAL1« | 

CHAP, the country. While Vitiges straggled with his 
^^^ fortune ; while he hesitated between shame and 
rain, his retreat was hastened bydomestic ahnns. 
The king of the Goths was informed bj trem- 
bling messengers) that JohntheSanguinarjspread * 
the derastations of war frcmi the Appenine to the 
Hadriatic ; that the rich spoils and innumeraUe 
captives of Picenum were lodged in tlie fortificar 
tions of Rimini ; and that this formidable chief 
had defeated his uncle, insulted Us ca]ntal, and 
seduced, by secret correspondence^ the fidelity d 
his wife, the imperious daughter of Amalasontha. 
Yet, before he retired, Vitiges made a last ef- 
fort either to stosm or to surprise the city. A 
secret passive was discovered in one of the aque- 
ducts ; two citizens of Hbe Vatican were tempts 
ed by bribes to intoxicate the guards of die 
Aurelian gate ; an attack was meditated <m the 
walls beyond the Tiber in a place which wss 
^. not fortified with towers; and the barbarians 

advanced, with torches and scaling-Iadd^s, to 
the assault of the Pindan gate* But every at- 
tempt was defeated by the intrej^d vigilance of 
Belbarius and his band of veterai)3, who, in the 
most perilous moments, did not regret the ab- 
sence of their companions ; and the Goths, alike 
de^tute of hope and subsistence, claoMrousIj 
urged their departure, before the truce should ex- 
pire, and the Roman cavalry should again be 
united. One year aaid nine days after the com- 
mencement of the siege, an army so late! j strong 
and triumphant, burnt their ti^its, and tumulto- 
ously repassed the Milvian bridge. They repassed 
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not witli impunity : tiieir thrcHiging miiltitudes, ohap. 
oppressed in a narrow passage, were driven head* ^}^l 
long into the Tiber, by their own fears and the 
pursuit of the enemy ; and the Roman general, 
sallying from the Pincian gate, inflicted^a severe 
and disgraceful wound on their retreat. The slow 
length uf a sickly and desponding host was heavily 
draped along the Flaminian way ; from whence 
the barbarians were sometimes compelled to de- 
viate, lest they should encounter the hostile garri- 
sons that guarded the high road to Rimini and • 
Ravenna. Yet so pqwerful was this flying army^ 
that Vitiges spared ten thousand men for the de- 
fence of the cities which he was most solicitous to 
preserve, and detached hMf nephew Uraias, with 
an adequate force, for the chastisement of rebel- 
lious Wian. At the bead of his princip&l army, 
he besieged Rimini, only thirty-three miles distant 
from the GU>thic capital. A feeble rampart, and 
a shallow ditch, were maint^ned by the skill and 
valour of John the Sanguinary, Who shared the 
dangerandfatigueof tbemeanestsoldier,and emu- 
lated, on a theatre less illustrious, the military 
virtues of Jiis great commander. The towers and L?«f ^^^- 
battering engines of the barbarians were rendered 
useless ; their attacks were repulsed; and the te- 
dious blockade, which reduced the garrison to the 
last extremity of hunger, afforded time for the 
union and mardi of the Roman forces. A. fleet 
whichhadsurprised Ancona, sailedalong the coast 
of the Haifinatic, to4he relief of the besieged city. 
Theeonuth Narses landed in Picenum with two 
thousand Heruli and five thousand of the bravest 

rS 
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tUAt. trtops of the East. The rocjc of the Appenine 
^i^^ was forced; ten thousand veterans tnoved tomid 
the (66% of the Tnountaios, under the cotAmand of 
Belisarius himself; and a new amty^ whdse e&* 
campment blazed with innumerable lightti ap- 
peared to advance along the Flamh^idii war 
Overwhelmed with astonishiVient and deepair, 
the Goths abandc^ed the diege of Rimini^ that 
tents, th^ir standards, ahd their le^frs; and 
Vitiges, who gave or fbllowe^ the example of 
S^^*^ flight, never halted till hp fourtd a shelter within 

the walls and morasses of RaVenna. 
ofUwS). T^ tbese w^lls, and to SQ^tte fortresses destitute 
^«*- of any mtlt^ai support, t|ie Gothic monarchy was 
A. p.W now reduced. The provinces of I|aly bad eto- 
braccid the party of the emperor; and^^is army, 
gradually recruited to the number of twenty thou- 
sand men, must have achieved ah easy ;and rapid 
conquest, if their invincible powers had not been 
weakened by t^e discord of the Kdinaii chiefs. 
Before the end of the siege, aft act of blood* am- 
biguous and indiscreet, sullied the fair fame c^ Be- 
lisarius. Presidius, a loyal Italian, as he fled*firom 
Ravenna to Rome, w^s rudely stopped fey Con- 
stantine, the military governor of SpoktO, |ind de- 
spoiled, even in a church, of two daggers richly 
inlaid with gold and pii^cious stones. ' As soon as 
the public danger had subsibed, Presfdiiis com- 
plained of the loss and injury : hits cOtif^plaint was 
heard, but the order of restitution was ^i^obeyed 
by the pride and avarice of the offender. Exaspe- 
rated by the delay, Presidius boldly arrested the 
general's horse as he passed through the fbmxn ; 
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imd, ^ith the sfnrit of a citVEen, demand^ed the chap. 
common benefit ofthe Roman laws. The honour *"• 
of Beiisarius was engaged ; he smnmoned a 
council ; claimed the obedience of his subordinate 
officer ; and was provoked, by an insolent repl j, 
to call hastily for the presence of his guards. 
Constantine, viewing their entratice as tl^e signal 
of death, drew his sword, and rushed on th^ 
general, who nimbly eluded the stroke, and was 
protected by his friends; while the desperate 
assassin was dbarmed, dragged into a neighbour- 
ing chamber, and Executed, or rather murdered, 
by the gu^unds, at the arbitrary command of Beii- 
sarius.'' In this hasty act of violence, the guilt ^^^^ of 
of Constantine was no longer remembered ; the tine. * 
despair wd death of that valiant officer were 
secretly imputed to the revenge of Antonina ; 
and each of his colleagues, conscious of the same 
rapine, was apprehensive of the same fate. The 
fear of a cdtnmon enemy suspended the effects 
of their envy and discontent : but in the con- 
fidence of approaching victory, they instigated 
a |iowerful rital to oppose the conqueror of 
Rome and Africa. From the domestic service of The cu- 
the palace, and the administration of the private Narses. 
revente, Nafses the eunuch was suddenly exalted 
to tho Itead of an army ; and the spirit of an her(^, 

° Tbifl transaction is related in the public history (Goth. 1. if, c 8) ^ 

with candour or caution ; in the Anecdotes (c. f) with ihalevolence Or 
freedom $ but Marcellinus, or rather his continu4tor, (in Chron.)» casts 
a shade of JJrfcwedftatfed aseassinttibn over the death of Conslatrtine. He 
had jterfdttfted good )»ei*vicfe rft Rbijre atid Spoleto, (t^rocdp. Gdtb. 1. 1, 
c 7, V4f) ; but Al^mannus coiifbuft^s hfib If it*j a Cohstantiahus ct)*«a 
^JftUli. 
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CHAP, who afterwards equalled the merit and glory of 
;^ Belisarius, served only to perplex the operatwas 



of the Gothic war. To his prudcoit counsels, die 
relief of Rimini was ascribed by the leaders of 
the discontented faction, who exhorted Narses 
to assume an independent and separate command 
The epistle of Justinian had indeed enjoined his 
obedience to the general ; but the daBgeroosex- 
ception, ** as far as may be advantageous to 
<* the public service," reserved some freedooi 
of judgment to the discreet favourite, who hail 
so lately departed from the sacred and familiar 
convi^rsation of his sovereign. In the exerdse 
of this doubtful right, the eunuch perpetually 
dissented from the dpinions of Belisarius; and 
after yielding with reluctance to the siege of 
Urbinb', lie deserted his colleague in the uight, 
and inarched away to the <;onquest of the Sm- 
Han province. The fierce and formidable baiMb 
-of the tteruii were attached to the persoDof 
Narses */ ten thousand Romans and confederates 
were persdaded to march under his baoi^rs: 
every ndalecdnCent embraced the fair oj^rtuoitj 
of revfeitging his private or imaginary wronp. 
iand th^ reinbining troops laf' Belisarius weff 
divided and dispersed from the garrisons of Sicily 
FirmnMi 16 the shores of Hie Hadriatic. His^U'^ 
thorityof perseverance overcame every , ob$tdCile : Urbi- 
lieiiflttios. np was talten, the sieges of F«sulae; Onicto, 

' They refused to serve after his departure ; sold tiieir captives >"' 
rattle to the Goths ; and- swore never to Sgfat ai^nst them. ^^ 
ptus introduces a cpdous, digression on the maifners and advendi^ 
of this wandering nation, a part of whom flkudly emigrattd toThw 
•r SecadiiUTia, (Goth. 1. ii, c. 14, 1^ 
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mA Auximiim, were undertaken and vigorously chap. 
prosecuted ; and the eunuch Narses was at ^^^^^^ 
length recalled to the domestic cares of the 
palace. AH dissensions were heided, and all op- 
position was subdued, by the temperate authority 
of tfie Roman g^eneral, to whom his enemies could 
iiot reftt^ their esteem ; and Belisarius inculcat- 
ed the salutary lesson, that the forces of th^ state 
should compose one body, and be animated by 
one sottL But, in the interval of discord, the 
Goths were permitted to breathe ; an important 
reason was lost, Miktn was destroyed, and the 
northern provinces of Italy were afflicted by an 
inundation of the Franks. 

When Justinian first meditated the conquest in^««ion 
of Italy, he sent ambassadors to the kings of the The ^ 
Franks, and atyured them, by the common ties |^[^S!^3g 
of alliance and religion» to join in the holy enter* ^39. 
prise against the Arians^ The Goths, as their 
wants were more urgent, employed a more effec^ 
tual mode of persuasion, and vainly strove, by 
the gift of lands '£md money, to purchase the 
friendsh^, or at' least the neutrality, of a light 
and perfidious nation.* But the arms of Belisa- 
rius, and the revolt of the Italisins, had no sooner 
shaken the Gothic monarchy, than Theodebart 
of Austrasia, the most poweiful and warlike of 
the Merovingian kings, was persuaded to succour 
their distress by an indirect and seasonable aid. 
Without expecting the consent of their sovereign, 
ten thousand Bu]^;undians,his recent subjects, de» 

* This natioma repniadi of perfidy O^rocop. Goth. 1. ii, c S£) oflbkb 
thecar of la Mothe le Vaycr, (tom. via, pb 163*^6^, ^lAaerftidtca, 
« if he had uot read, the Greek histonan. 
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CHAP, scemled from the Alps, and joined the 

which Vitiges had sent to chastise the revolt of 
Milan. After an obstinate siege, the capital of 
Uguria was reduced by famine, but no capitular 
tion could be obtained, except for the safe retreat 
of the Roman garrison. Datius, the orthodox 
bish<^5 who bad seduced his countrymen to rebd- 
licm^ and ruin, escaped to the luxury and Imm 
of the Byzantine court ;* but the clei]gy, peiltv 
the Arian clergy, were slaughtered at the foot of 
their pwn altars by the defenders of the cathob 
faith. Three hundred thousand males m: 
reptnrted to be slain ;^ the fCTiale sex, and tk 
more precious spoil, was resigned to the Bur- 
'>««tnMs gundiims ; and the houses, or at least the wallsof 
]Ji * Milan, were levelled with the ground. TheGotb 
in their last mc^ents, were revenged by tk 
destruction of a city, second only to Rome in size 
and opulence, in the splendomr of its buiktings^or 
the number of its inhAbitanta; an4 Belisaritf 
synrpathi^ed alone in the fate of his descttedaoi 
devoted fHends^ Enoouraged by thift sttcc^ 

' dlitoniiuai^ljn^hifttrtaBoti, aAd^iistlfiet tlk^catMicbiihop' 
qui ne sub heretico princtpe 4egant oninem lapidem mpveot— «noft* 
ful caution. The more rational Muratori (Annali d'ltidui, tool, ^tf 
54)hint8Attb«gti]ltof peijury, and blames at tolist tlie «|H^ 
•fDatMii. 

t St. Datius m2A more successflil against devils tban against barbt* 
rlans. He travtlled tdtb a numerous retinue, «nd fffxxti^ >t (^ 
A Jarge hoim, (BaronitMi,. A- P« £dB, K*. 8» ; A. 0. 539, N*. ^ 

^ iAufu^*t TfmMfrtii (compare Pro^opius, Goth. 1. ii, c. T> 21)- ^^ 
such population is -incredible ;^ and the second or third dtjr ofM 
-«tod Abt ripine it we <m^ d^cimatd ikk oiUiibHra ^iibte ptve^^' 
Both Milan and Genoa revived in less than thirty jree^> (Paul 9i>°'^ 
4e OestlB Langobard. 1. ii, c. 8$). 
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inroad^ tlieodebat hiaise!f, in the ens^uing spring, chap. 
invaded the plaifis 6f Italy with an army of one ^^^. 
hundred tfaousAnd barbarians.* The king, and 
some chosen followers, were mounted on horse- 
back, and aitted with lances ; the inf^mtry, with«- 
out bows or ^ars, were satisfied with a shield, 
a sword, and a double-edged battle-axe, which, 
in tb^ir hands, became a deadly and unerring 
weapon. Italy trembled at the march of the 
Franks; and both the Gothic prince and the 
Romah general, alike igncnrant of their designs^ 
solicited, with hope and terror, the friendship 
of these dangerous allies. Till he had secured 
tire passage of the Po on the bridge of Pavia, 
the grandson of Clovis dissembled his intentions, 
which he at length declared, by assaulting, al- 
ntost at the same instant, the hostile camps 
of the Romans and GU)ths. Instead of uniting 
their arms, they fled with equal precipitation ; 
and the fertile, though desolate, provinces' of 
Upim and .Emilia, were abandoned tO( a licen-' 
tious host of barbarians, whose rage was not mi- 
tigated by any thoughts of settlement or con- 
quest. Among the cities which they ruined, 
Genoa, not yet constructed of marble, is particu- 
larly enumerated : and the deaths of thousands, 
according to the regular practice of war, appear to 
have excited less horrorthan some idolatrous sacri- 
fices of women andchildren, which were performed 

^ Besides Procopiusy perhaps too Roman, tee the Chronicles of Mari- 
us and Maicellinus, Jornandes, (in Success. Rego. in Muratori, torn, i, 
p. 241), and Gregory of Tours, (L iu, c 32, in torn. ii. of the Bistorianii' 
of Prance). Gregory supposes a defeat of Belisarius, who, in Aimoih, 
(ieGestis Fraac I ii, c. 23, in toBi. iii, p. 5d), is slain by the Franks. 



chaf. ^mi impunity in the camp of the most Cfaristiai 
^ king. Ifit were not a melancholy truth, that th 
first and most cruel sufferings must be the lot ol 
the innocent and helpless, hJ»tory might exult in 
the misery of the conquerors, who, in the midst d 
riches, were left destitute of bread or wine, re 
duced to drink the waters of the Po, and to feed 
on the flesh of distempered cattle. Tbedysenterj 
swept away one*third of their army ; and thecb- 
mours of his subjects, who were impatient to pass 
the Alps, disposed Theodeb^t to listen with ^^ 
spect to the mild exhortations of Belisarius. Tlie 
memory of this inglorious and desUiictrre warfare 
was perpetuated on the medals of Gn\A\ and 
Justinian, without unsheathing bis sword, assomeil 
the title of conqueror of the Franks^ The Hit- 
rovingian prince was offended by the vanity oftlK 
emperor ; he affected to pity the fallen fortunes 
of the Gk)ths ; and his insidious offer of a federal 
union w^ forj^fied by the {M*omise or menace of 
descending from the Alps at the head*of £ve to- 
dred thousand men. His plans of conquest were 
boundless and perhaps chimerical. The king of 
Austrasia threatened to chastise Justitdan, and to 
march to the gates of Constantinople:^ he was 
overthrown and slain^ by a wild bull,* as te 
hunted in the Belgic or German forests. 

^ Agathias, 1. i, p. 14, 1^* Coutd he faftveseducdt or subdued tke 
(3«pidc pr Lombards of I^tinonia, thei Gre^ historiait is tonfideottkit 
he must have been destroyed in Thrace. 

> The kinf pointed bii spear — ^the bull overturned a tree on his Ao' 
—•he expired the same day. Sueb is the story of Aigathiat; but tht 
original historians of France (torn* u, p. S09, iOS, 550, Wl) ioputt 
his death to a fever. 

• Without losing myself in a labyrinth of 4ipcdct and nma^ 

aufxkfi 



OF tRB ftOMAN RMFIll«^ ^Sg 

As soon as Belisarhis was delivered from his chap. 
^reign and domestic enemies, he seriously applied ^^^l[_ 
IS forces to the final reduction of Italy. In the Beiisanus 
ege of Osimo, the gmeral was nearly transpierce STveS^a. 
i with an arrow,if the mortalstroke bad notbeen 
Lterc^ted by one of his guards, who lost, in that 
iou9 c^ce, th0 use of his hand. The Goths of 
^simo, four thousand warriors, with those of Fse- 
liae and the Cottian Alps, were among the last 
rho maintained their independence ; and their 
allantresistance, whichalmost tired the patience, 
eservedthe esteem, of the conqueror. His pru* 
enoe refused to subscribe the sale conduct which 
liey adced, to join their brethren of Ravenna; but 
iiey saved» l^ an honourable capitulation, one 
loiety at least of their wealth, with the free alter- 
lative of retirii^ peaceably to their estates, or 
alisting to sa've the emperor in his Persian wars. 
The multitudes which yet adhered to the stand* ^ 
frdof Vitiges,far surpassed the number of theRo« 
aan troops; but neither prayers, nor defiance, nor, 
he extreme danger of his most Csdthful subjects, 
xnild tempt the Gothic king b^ond the fortifi- 
lations of Ravenna. These fortifications were, 
ndeed, impr^nable to the assaults of art or vio- 
ence ; and when Belisarius invested the capital, 
lewas soon convinced that famine onlycQuldtame 
the stubborn spirit of the barbarians. The sea, 
the land, and the channelsof thePo, were guarded 

iurochs, urus, bisons, bubalus, bohasus, bufiklo, &c. (Bu{{bi|, Hist Nat. ^ 

torn. Xi) and StfppK^ment, torn. iii» vi), it is eertain, that in the sixth 
^entitiy a large "wild species of homed cattle was hunted in the great 
torests of the Vosges* in Lorraine, and the Ardennes, (Grtf . Turon 
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CHAP. i>y the vigiiwKf of ti»e Ronwi general: and Ui 

^^!iU» woriUUyeisteiidedtherighteofwwtolfcepriictice 

of poisomng the WAters." a^ 8eeret()r ftring the 

granaries" of « beneged dty.*" White he ptws- 

«4 the Uodcade of Kavemia, he waa Mirpriasd bjr 
the arrival 6f two ambassadors from Coostaatmo- 
ple, with a treaty of peace, whicb Justiiuaa had 
imprudently signed, without deigning to consnU 
the author of his victory. By this disgracefial and 
precarious agreement, Italy and the Ckithic tiea- 
sure were divided, and the provinced b^oad the 
Pq were left with the regal title to the successor 
of Theodorict The amhasaadors wca^ c^agnr to 
aeco^oqatish their salutary cemmissipn; tfaetsptive 
Vitiges accepted, with tranqwrt, tiw wncaqpedted 
offer of a crown; hooour was less prevaietit aotoag 
the GothSi than the want and affielite of food; 
and the Roman duefs, who murmwcd at ^e com* 
tiauance of the war, professed implicit submissioB 

* In «i« (iq^ of Auxtaaum. he firat laboured tp 4«mid«^ ^ 9M 
aqueduct, «i4 then cast into the stream. 1. dead bodies : 2. m&chiev. 
ous herbs ; and. a quick Ihne, which i» named (stys Procoirius. I. ii, 
c. »>) m^M^ tf. te rodenu: V »b« JiMtnu ,»tttm. Y» both 

7h^ iZ^ ? ^'f?""" «' ^">' Wp»to,id*.. „d fcuvia-. 
(Hen. Steph. TheSaur. Ling. Grec. torn. iii. p. 748). 

JJ^^^T'T"^ M.th.«a„lh. *, -» ..pp„,pUce in the n>h,. 

Mns^tphilosophy.aUmitatipnof the right, of warwe^stflimiaj 
««»«.««l«mradi«io„. Grt„J„.hlm^,fi„ostla«idlediJ2S 
A^^Tu K? "*^«««l «wiwge,MBm. be»w,«,p,i.«„d i- 
I»et,on, »Jf «>ala0«e«i9W<«I«thepassage8gfH«ii«,(Od«a.A s^ 
. Ac.), snd PJoruj, (L ii, c. JO, N'» 7 n»T7«i {^ ii^ v'^ ' ^^' 

Of 5,jh ,P.^,i„, L .. ,'a7, 1;d B^c:^ tt;;^-:^^ 

xom. u, p. ^o7, ftc. Yet t <^ ufldeWand the benefit and validitvof an 
bosflitv. S.etheAmph:ctyonico.thiuKachi.arFS;;S^ 
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to tke cosnamnds of the emperor. If Betisurius Qn^r. 
had powefised tmly the ooorage Qf a soldier,, th^ ,,,^^..^ 
laurel would hare been snatched from his hand by 
timid and eavious counsels ; but in this decisive 
momeBt, he resolved, with the magnauimitj qf a 
statesnum^to sustainalone the daug^ and meritoC 
generMn disobedience. Each <^ his officers gftve 
a writteu opinion, that the siege of BAvennt was 
impractieaUe and hopeless : the general then re* 
jected the treMy of partition, and declared hisown 
resolute of le^ng Vitiges in chains to the feet 
^ Justinian. The Goths retired with doubt rad 
dismay : this peremptory refusal deprived them of 
the ooly signature which they could trust» and 
fified their mmds with a just a]^irehension, that a 
sagacious enemy had discovared the full extefit of 
their deplorable atate* They compared the fame 
andfortttneofBeMsarittswiththeweoknessof their 
ill-fatedfcing; andthecomparisonsu^estedanex«^ 
traordinary project, to which Yitiges, with appa- 
rent resignation, was compelled to acquiesce. Par- 
tition would nun thestrength, exilewould di^ace 
th^ honour, of the nation; but they offered their 
arms, their treasures, and the fortifications of Ra- 
Tenna, if B^lisarius would disclaim the authority 
of a master, accept the choice of the Goths, and - 
assume, as be had deserved, the kingdom of Italy. 
If the false lustureof a diadem could have tempted 
the loyalty of a faithful subject, his prudence 
must have foreseen the inconstancy of the barha- • 
rians, and his rational ambition would prefer the 
safe and honourable station of a Roman general. 
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CHAP. Even the patience and seeming satisfaction vitfc 
^^'' which he entertained a proposal of treason, might 
be susceptible of a malignant interpretatiiMi. fiat 
the lieutenant of Justinian was conacioua of he 
own rectitude : he entered into a dart aiA 
crooked path, as it might lead to the vdhmtarr 
submission of the Goths ; and his dexterous po- 
licy persuaded them that he was disposed to 
comply with their wishes, without engaging s 
oath or a promise for the performoDce of a trea- 
ty which he secretly abhorred. The day of tk 
surrender of Ravenna was stipulated by the 
Gothic ambassadors : a fleet, laden w^ith provi- 
sions, sailed as a welcome guest ipto the deepest 
Stibduea rcccss of the harbour : the gates were opened to 
^ u^. the fancied king of Italy ; and Belisarina, wHb- 



lui'^ out meeting an enemy, triumphantly marched 
A.a5S9, through the streets of an impregnable city.* 
Decmher. rj^^^ Romans Were astonished by their success; 
the multitude of tall and robust barbarians were 
confounded by the image of their own patience; 
and the masculine females, spitting in the faces 
of their sons and husbands^ most bitterly re- 
proached them for betraying their dominion and 
freedom to tl^ese pigmies of the south, contempt- 
ible in their numbers, diminutive in their stature. 
Before the Goths could recover from the first sur- 
prise, and claim the accomplishment of their 

*t Ravenna was taken, not in the year 540, but In the latter end t( 
^ 539 ; and Pagi (torn, ii, p. 569) ia rectified by Muratori, ( Annali d'ltaia. 
torn. V* |L 62), who proves, from »n original act on papyrns, (Antiqait. 
Itali;s Medii JSvi, torn, lit dissert sxxiU p. 99^1007 ; MalTci, Istom 
Diplomat, p. 155*160), that before the 3d of January 540, peace tsA 
free correspondence w^e restored between lUvenna and Farnxa* 
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vioubtful hopes, the Tictor established his power chap. 
in Ravenna^ bef oiid the danger of repentanceand ,,, ^; ,^ 
revolt. Yit^^es, who perhaps had attempted to captivity 
escape; iras Hotibimdilj guarded in his palace f ^^***- 
the fiowbr of the GothicToaih wasselected for the 
iser vice nf the emperor ; the remainder of the peo* 
pie waa dismissed to their peaceful habitations in 
the sotttihefn provinces ; and a colony of Italians 
was invited^ to replenish ilie depopulated cttjr. 
The submission, of the cajfital was imitated in the 
totras and-viHages of Italy; which had not been 
subdued^, or even visited, by the Romans; and 
the independent Goibs Who retnatned in arms at 
Pavift^n^ Verona; wereambitidus only to becomcf 
the sirisjecta/of Belisarius: But his inflexible laj^ 
alty>r^ected» caicept as the Substitute of Justini* 
an^ thar oaths, of allegiance ; and he was not of- 
fended by. the reproach of their deputies^ that he 
rather.jcfaose' to be a slave than a king: 

Aftertbesecondvictory of Belisaritts^envy again Re^ui^ti 
Whi^iered^ Justinian hstened, and the hero was ^ Bdi^ 
tecalled. *' The temnant of the Gothic war was ^"* 
'^ no longer worthy of his presence : a gracious 
^* sovereign was impatient to reward his services^ 
*' and to consult his wisdom ; and he alone was 
'' capable of defending the East against the innu* 
*' mernble armies of Persim'^ Belisarius under-' 

' He was seized by John the Sa^uinary, but Hn t>atii ei- satrtuilcnt 
was pledged for his safety in the Basilica Julii« (Hist. Miscell. 1. zvii« 
in Muratori, torn. U p« lOt). Anastasius (in Vit. Pont. p. 40) gives a 
dark but probable account. Montfaucon is quoted by Mascou (Hist, of 
the Gerinatis, xii, 21) for a votive shield representing the captivi^ 
of Vitiges, and now in the collection of Signor Lahdi at ILine« 

VOL* VH. S 
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cmAF. stoad4^A»picioo,iEKx:«pttd1iit^x£ttse,mb^^ 
u x^ ^'g^.^ at Ravieiun hiftspQUaandtrophies ; aiidf med, 
by his^ readf cbediaKre^ ^at such an dbnipt re- 
moral .from the goverametit of Italy was not less 
uttfint than it might have been indiscreet. The I 
empefor teceived with honourdile courtesj^th 
Vitiges and Iiis ihore noble consort : and as the 
king of the Goths conformed to the Athanasiao 
£Euti^ he obtained^ with a rich upiieritaoce of lands 
in Asia^ the rank of senator and patrkian.' 
Every spectatcnr admired, without peril) the 
strength andstature of the joungbarbarians:tky 
adored the n^jeaty of the throne, and proDiise(i 
to shed their Uood in the service of their benefac* 
tor. Justinian dejxMated in the Byzantine palace 
the treasures of the Ckithic monarchy* A flatter- 
ing senate was sometimes admitted to gaze on tbe 
magnificeat spectacle ; but it was enviously se^ 
eluded from the puUic view ; and theconqueroi 
of Italy renounceid, without a murmitfr, ^^ 
withoutasighytheweU^eamedhonoursafasecoixl 

triunqih. His glory was indeed exalted above all 
external pomp; and the faint and hollowpraisesot 
the court were supplied^ even in a senriie age,by 
the respect and admiration of his country. When 
ever he appeared in the streets and public places 
of Coofitaatinople, Belisarius attracted and satisfi- 
ed the eyes of the peoplq. His lofty stature anii 

• Vitiges lived two year* at Constantinople, and impcratoris in «^' 
fectik eoHvictua (or cfonjnnctua) rebus excessit humanis. His ^' 
Matka»uaita,, the wife and mother of tha patricians, theeld^i^ 
^nger Germantts, united the streams of Anician and ^bo^^' 
(Jornandeg; c* 60r p. S21, in Muratori, torn. i). 
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hiajestk'cdutitenatice l[Vil<ltl^ their e)cp«ctailoh$o C h ap. 
an belro? «he memicst Of hH ftUow^ithsens'w^re ^^' . 
emboldened by fabgetitte aod^fteioUs ^emediidur ; 
and thentartial tram vi^bkh attended his fobt$teps» 
left bis peflfsoi>inore aec^silble thafnin ad^yof bat* 
tie. Se^^ th<Hismiid fadPS^Men^ matchle^ fdr 
beairty and Talour^ wer^ maii^tained in the serv- 
ice, 8aid at the private expehce bf the general.* 
Theil' prowjcss was always cOBspicuous in ^siAgle 
combats^ or in the foremast faa&s; and both par- 
ties confessed, that in the siege of Rome, the 
guards of Belisaritis had alone vanquished the 
barbarian host.. Their tiuihbers were continual- 
ly augAiented by the bravest aiid most faithful 
of the enemy; and hi^. fortunate captives, the 
Vandals, the Moors, and the Goths, emulated 
the attachment of hi« ddmestic followers.. By 
the union of liberAlity ahd' justice, he acquik^ed 
the love of tlie soldiers, without alienating the af- 
fections of the people, 'Rie sick and wounded 
were relieved with medicines and money ; and 
still more efScaeiously, by the healing visits and 
smiles erf' their commander* The loss of a weapon 
or an horse was instantly repaired, and each de^ 
of valour was rewarded by the rich and honour*- 
able gifts of a bracelet or a collar, which were 
rendered more precious by the judgment of Beli- 
sarins. He was endeared to the husbandmen, by 
the peace and plenty which they enjoyed under 

^ Procopius, Gotb. 1. iii, c. 1. Aimoin, a French motik of the xith 
century, who h$ul obtained, and has disfigured, some authentic inform^* 
atien of BeiiB«rlii&, mentions, in bis name, lS,00apt(«rt or slaves-^ 
quos propriis alimu^ stipendiis — ^besides IS^QOO soidiersi (Historians 
of Fiance, torn. ill. De Gestis Franc. I. ii* c, 6, p. 48> ' 
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cuAf. the shftUow of bis standard. Instead of being iji- 
^^J;^^^ jured, the country was enriched by the mardi 
of the Roman armies ; and such was the rigiil 
discipline of their camp» that not an apple i^as 
gathered from t\ie tree, not a path could be tn 
ced in the fields of com. Belisarius was chaste 
and sober. In the license of a military life, none 
could boast that they had seen him intoMcat- 
ed with wine : the most beautiful captives ot' 
Gothic or Vandal race were offered to his em- 
braces ; but he turned aside from their charms, 
and the husband of Antoninawas never suspectai 
of violating the laws of conjugal fidelity. Tbe 
spectator and historian of his exploits hasob- 
servedy that amidst the perils of war, he was dar- 
ing without rashness, prudent without fear, slow 
or rapid according to the exigencies of the mo- 
ment ; that in the deepest distress he was ani- 
mated by real or apparent hope, but that he was 
modest and bumble in the most prosperous for- 
tune. By these virtues, he equalled or excelled 
the ancient masters of the military art. Victoir, 
by sea and land, attended his arms. He subdu- 
ed Africa, Italy, and the adjacent islands, leu 
away captives tlie successors of Genseric and 
Theodoric ; filled Constantinople with the spoHs 
of their palaces, and in the space of six years re- 
covered half the provinces of the western empire. 
In his fame and merit, in wealth and power, k 
remained, without a rival, the first of the Roman 
subjects: the voice of envy could only magnify his 
dangerous importance ; and the emperor might 
applaud his own discerning spirit which had dis* 
covered and raised the genius of Belisarius. 
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It was the custom of the Roman ^triumphs, ch^Fv 
that a 6lave should be placed, behind the chariot ^^^^'^^^^^ 
to remind the conqueror of the instability of for- secret w«. 
tune, and the infirmities of human nature. Pro* ^^^^ 
copius> in his Anecdotes, has assumed that serv* tmuiHu 
ile and uligrateful office. The generous reader 
may cast away the libel, but the evidence of facts 
will adhere to his memory ; and he MriW reluct- 
antly confess, that the &me, and even the virtue, 
of Belisariiis, were polluted by the lust and 
cruelty of his wife ; and. that the hero deserved 
AH appellaticm which may not drop from the pen^ 
of the decent historian. The mother of Antooina** 
was a theatrical prostitute, and both her father 
and grandfather exercised at Thessalonica and 
Constantinople the vile, though lucrative, pro* 
fession of charioteers. In the various situations 
of their fortune, she became the companion, the 
enemy, the servant^ and the favourite of the em- 
press Theodora ; these loose and ambitious fe- 
males had been connected by similar pleasures ; 
they were separated by the jealousy of vic^ and 
at length reconciled by the partnership of guilt. 
Before her marriage with Belisarius, Antoninahad 
one husband and many lovers; Photius, the son of 
her former nuptials, was of an age to distinguish 
himself at the siege of Naples ; and it was not till 

° The dili^nce of Alemannus could add but little to the four lint 
and most curious chapters of the Anecdotes. Of these strange Anec- 
dotes, a part ms^y be true, because probable — and a part true, because 
improbable. Procopius intist have known the former, and the latter 
he could scarcely invent. 

S3 
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CHAP. ih4 mumfi of fa^i* age and iteavAy- tiiat she in- 
^^";^. dulg^ a sdaiuiateii8< attachment. fco » Thracian 
Hcridver ' joutb. . ITbedctosiua had been eduii^tted in the 
TWodo- Euriomian heresy ; thfc vAfrican vojragewas con- 
secrated by the baptism and imspicious nsme of 
the fifst soldier who embarked; and the prose- 
lyte was adopted lAtxx the hxtxH^ o£\m spiritual 
parents!' Belisarius and Antonina, Bi^re they 
tdii<;h^d the shores of A&ica^, this hofy Jdndred 
d^nei^aited hito serusudl Igve ; and ^ Antonina 
ioott ^overleaped ike ti^^unds of modesty andcau- 
tlM^'the l^mmi general was alone ignorant of 
Iris ^wti di^hdnour. During' their residence at 
Cai^Hagei he awprisedthe two lor^ in a sub- 
tei'i'glheoub c!iambe«, Ssolitary, warirt, and almost 
naKed, Atiger flashed from bis eyes, ^ With the 
<^ h^Ip of this yotiiig; ttian," said the unbkrahing 
Ant(kiina> :*^ I was secreting our mtott precious 
^* effeiJtS' from the khkfwhige of Justiman ." 
^he y6titfe f eiJumed his garments, ilnd the fpous 
husband' Consented to disbelieve the ei^idence of 
hiis eWn sbn^es, l^rcim this^ pleasing and peiiiaps 
vptatif^ry delusidn^' Belid^Hiis was awakened at 
feyradnse,' by the officious information of Mace- 
doiliia: and that female attendant, afteri^eqniring 
an datb for her security, produced two chamber- 

^ «Procopius Uislnuates, (Ane<^ot. c. 4), that, when Belisarius re- 
tofiied to Ua^j, (A. D. 543), Antonina wa^ sixty years of age. A 
foTC«d, Ifut. more polite popstruction, which refers that date to the 
.inbxneBt when he was writing, (A. D. 559), would be compatible with 
themoBhood of Photiusr (Gothic. I. i^ c. 10), in 636.. 

» Compare the Vandalic War (1. i, c. 1$) with the Anecdotes, (c. i), 
and Alemanusy (p. 2, 3)* This mode of baptismal adoptiion was re« 
yiyed by Leo the philosopher. 
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iains, viioylikn herself) had 0fl«nbebi^ CHifip. 

teriefi df Antoniiia^ An ha^ty flight inlp Asi* v*5^ 
saved Theodosius from the justice of. taijQJ.ure4 
husbahd, who bad aigmfied to one of hi3 .guards 
the onder of his death ; hut the tears :of Aat^ni- 
na, and her artful seduction^, assured the credu*^ 
lous hero of her ionoceftce; and h^ stooped, 
against liis faith and judgmenlC) to .abandon those 
imprudent friends who had presumed |iO aqcus^ 
or doubt the chastity of hts wife. The revf^nge 
of a guilty woman is implacable and Moody : the 
unfortunate Macedonia, with : the two witnesses, 
Y^ere secretly arrested by the minister of her 
cruelty : theit tongues were cut out^ their bodies 
were hacked into siHall pieces, and their remains 
were cast into the sea^l Syracuse. A rash, though 
judicious sajdflg of Oonstantine^ '' I ^^a\iXA f^oon^ 
<« er have punished Ithe adultress than. the boy," 
was deeply remenibered. by Afatonina: tod two 
years aftei^ards, when despair had arm^d that 
officer agaiiist his generdl,.her sanguinary fadVice 
decided- and hastened his sexecution* Even the 
indignation of Photius was not forgiven by bis 
mother ; the exile of heir son prepared the i^cal 
of her lover; and Theodosius condescended to 
accept the pressing and humUe'invitatiM of the 
conquennr of Italy. In the absolute direction of 
his household, and in the important commissions 
of peace and war,' the fdvourite yo<itli mosl ra- 
pidly acquired a fortune of four hundred thousand 

■ In November 537« PKotiui arrettei the paipe,'(UfaeFat Jluev. c. 
22. Pagi. torn, .ii^ p. 562). About the exid of 539, Belisarius sent 
Theodosiiis— r«v nj etxtet rj eturtt i^ir«r«— on an important and Jucra* 
tive commission co Aavenna, (Goth. I. ii, c. IS). z 
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CHAP, pounds Sterling; and after tlieir return to Cuq- 
^^^' stantinople, the passion of AAtonina, at ^'"^'^ 



pontinued ardent and unabated. But fear, de- 
votion, and lassitude, perhaps, inspired Theodo- 
sius with more serious thoughts. He dceaded 
the busy scandal of the capital, and the indiscreet 
fondness of the wife of Belisarius ; escaped irooi 
her embraces, and retiring to Ephesus, shaved 
his head, and took refuge in the sanctuary of s 
monastic life. The despair of the new Ariadne 
could scarcely have been excused by the ddl/ 
of her husband. She wept, she tore her liair, 
she filled the palace with her cries ; '^ she hati 
*^ lost the dearest of friends^ a tender, a faithful 
*' a laborious, friend !'' But her warm entreaties, 
fortified by the prayers of Belisarius, were insuf 
ficient to draw the holy monk from the solitude 
of Ephesus. It was not till the general moved 
forward for the Dersian war, that Theodoaus 
could be tempted to return to Constantinople; 
and the short interval befoce the departure ol 
Antonina herself was boldly devoted to loveanJ 
pleasure. 
Reicnt. * A philosopher piay jrity and forgive the infir- 
SdlLvtus lAities of female nature, from which he receive^ 
^n Pho. °^ ^^^^ injury ; but contemptible is the husband 
tius. who feels, and yet endures, his Qwn infamy id 
that of his wife. Antonina pursued her son witt 
implacable hatred ; and the gallant Photius-was 
exposed to her secret persecutions in the camp 
beyond the Tigris. Enraged by his own wrongs. 

• Theopbancs (Chronograph, p. $04) styles him PkotUui, the son- 
in-law of Belisarius ; and he is copied by the Ilistoria Miscelli an* 

Anastasius. 
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land by the dishonour of his blood, he ca!^ awaf ci| Ae« 
4n his turn the sentiments of nature, and revealed ^^^^ 
to BeMsarius tlic turpitude of a woman who had 
violated all the duties of a mother and a wife* 
From the surprise aad indignation of the Bonmn 
general^ his formjsr credulity appear^ to have been 
sincere : he embraced the knees of the son of An'f 
tonina^ adjured lum to remember his obligations 
rather thaci his birtb» and confirmed at the altar 
dieir holy vows of revenge and mutual defence^ 
The dominion of Antoniw was impaired by ab:- 
sonce; and when^ she met h^r husband, on hb re« 
turn from the Persian confines, BeUsari.u$, in his 
first and transient amotioas, confioed her person, 
and threatened her life, Photius was more rer 
solved to punish, and Ifiss prompt to pardon ; he 
flew to Epbesus ; i^tprtml from a trusty eunuch 
of his mother the full confe9sion of her guilt ; arr 
rested Theodosius.aXid his treaaures in tlie churcii 
of St. John the jostle, and concealed his captives, 
whos^ essfifMtiof^ %vas only delayed, in a secure 
and sequestj^red fortress of Cilicia. Such a dar- 
ing outrAge against public justice could. not pass 
with impunity ;.and the cause pf Antonina was 
espoused by th^ .empress, wb.09^ favour she had 
jdeserved by the repent spryice^ of the disgrace of 
a prefect, And the Grille and murder of a pope, At 
the j^nd of t^ caQipaigi), Qelisarius wis^ recalled; 
he compli^i a^ usual, with the imperial mandate. 
His mind was not prepared for rebpUion; Im obe- 
dience, bouj'ever ad versp to |;he dictate^ of honour, y 
was consonant to the wishes of his heart ; and 
when he embraced his wife, at the command, and 
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CHAP. periiapB in the preBCtdcCr of the cnfvess, the tender 
httsbaiid was disposed to foi^Ve or to be forgiT- 
en. The bounty of Theodora reserved for her 
companion a inove precious favour. ^ I iu^e 
^ found/' she said» ^ iaj dearest patridao,apeaii 
** of inestimiMe rfine; it has not jet been Tieved 
*♦ by any mortal eye ; but the sight and thepos- 
«< 'setoion of <ihis jewel are destined fear my frie&i' 
As soon as the'ccuriosity and impatience of An- 
tonina were kindled, the door of a bed-chamber 
was thrown open^ and she beheld herlorer. 
whom the diligence of the eunuchs had discover- 
ed in his secret prison. Her sHent wonder burst 
tfito passionate exclamatioiis of gratitude a&l 
joy, and she named Theodora ber queen, berb^ 
nefactress, and her saviouri The monk ofEpb^ 
8US was nourished in the palace with luxury anl 
ambition; but instead of assuming, as be wasp 
mi«ed, the commit of the RDman arniies,Thei> 
dosius expirisd in the first fatigues of an arooron^ 

Pewecu. interview. The grief olF Antonina could onljh 
atssuaged by the suffermgs of het* sori. Ayo«« 
of consular rank, artd a sickly constitution, v« 
punished, wfthout a trial, l*e a tiialefactoraiwi 
«i slare: yet such was the constancy of his "^'^ 
that Phothis ^ust^ined the't^tUre^df the scoiirp 
and the rack, without violating the ftith whW 
he had sworii to Belisarius. : After this fr«*^'^ 
cruelty, the sm of Antofiina, while Ms m(0 
feasted with the einpre^s, wasburii^ in ^^^^ 
termneous pri*(Mls, which admitted Botthe<iis* 
tihction of night and day. He twice escftpe^ ^ 
the most venerable sanctuaries of Constantinople' 



tion of ber 
ion. 
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the churches, of St* Sophia «iid oi^ the Vifgin: ciiap, 
but his tyrants were iasemble.<Qf religioii i^ ,of ^^^^^ 
pity ; an4 the jhelpless youib^ amidst the cl^JBOurs 
of the clergy mid people^ was^ twice dragged from 
the altar to ithe ditngebn, Hk third i^ttoi^ was 
more successful.. .At th^ end of three years^ the 
prophet Zachoria, or sc»xic moi!tal frieiid> iodi^ « 
cated the means . of an escape: he eluded tb^. 
spies £^nd guatds of the empi^s, reached the hpl^ 
sepulchre of Jeru^aleni; embmced'the prjofession 
of a monk.; and tke abbot Photius wa|i employ;^ 
0A, after the death of Justinian^ to reconcile anA 
reflate the churches of Egypt. The son of Ad-* 
tcmina suffered all that an enemy can inflict : ;her 
patient husband imposed. on himself the moreex^* , 
quisite miser}^ of violating his promise a^d 4^ 
sertinghis friend. . ^ . . ; ; . 

InthesucceedingcampatgD^Belisariiuwasagialii i>»grAce 
sent against the Persians : he saved the. £&st;bM misdiynof 
he offended Theodora, and perhaps Hie ?ei«qperOT ^''^^''^ 
himself. The mdlady.of Ji^ti$iaii had coiinte 
nanced the rtliraourof hisdeativ; aM the EotiG^n 
general, on the supposition of that pnd)9dxLe event; 
spoke the firee l^uiguage of a citizen and a aoldier* 
Hig colleagiie Buzes, who concurred in the sime 
sentimentSy lost bis. rank^ his liberty, and his 
health, by 'the persecution of the empress: but 
the disgrace of Belisarius was alleviatod by the 
dignity of his own character, axxi the influence of 
his wife, who rnight wii^h to humble, hut oouM 
^t desire to ruin, the partner of her fortunes. 
Even his removal was coloured by the assurance, 
that the sinking state of Italy would be retrieved 
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GiiAP. by the single presence* of its conqueror. But no 
^^^' sooner had he returned, alone and defenceless, 
than an hostile commission was sent to the East, 
to seize bis treasures and criminate his actions: 
the guards and veterans who followed his private 
banner, were distributed among the chiefs o( the 
army, and even the eunuchs presumed to castloU 
for the partition of his martial domestics. When 
he passed with a small and sordid retinue througl) 
the streets of Constantinople, his forlorn appear- 
ance excited the amazement and compassion oi 
the people. Justinian and Theodora receir^i 
him with cold ingratitude ; the servile crowil, 
with insolence and contempt; and in theevenin; 
he retired with trembling steps to bis deserted 
paluce* An indisposition, feigned or real, kail 
confined Antonina to her apartment ; and siie 
walked disdainfully silent in the adjacent portico, 
while Belisarius threw himself on his bed, and 
expected, in an agony of grief and terror, tie 
death which he ^sd so often braved under the 
wails of Rome. Long after sun^set a messenger 
was announced from the empress; he opened villi 
anxious curiosity the letter which contained tk 
sentence of his fate. " You cannot be ig^(^' 
^^ how much you have deserved my displeasure 
'♦ I am not insensible of the services of Antonifla. 
*' To her merits and intercession I have granteo 
** your life, and permit you to retain a part of jo^i 
^' treasures, which might be justly forfeited to tt^ 
** state. Let your gratitude, where it is due, be 
" displayed, not in words, but in your future b^ 
" haviour." I know n^t how to believe or tore- 
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late the transports with which the hero is said to chap. 
have received this i&niominious pardon. He fell ^^'- 
prostrate before his wife, he kissed the feet of his 
saviour, and he devoutly promised to live the 
fateful and submissive slave of Antonina. A 
fine of one hundred and twenty thousand pounds 
sterling was levied on the fortunes of Belisarius; 
and with the office of count, or master of the 
royal stables, he accepted the conduct of the Ita- 
Uan war. At his departure from Constantino- 
ple, his friends, and even the pubhc, were per- 
suaded, that as soon as he regiuned his freedom, 
he would renounce his dissimulation ; and that 
his wife, I'heodora, and perhaps the emperor 
himself, would be sacrificed to the just revenge 
of a virtuous rebel. Their hopes were deceived ; 
and the unconquerable patience and loyalty of 
Belisarius appedjr either behw or a6we the cha- 
racter of a MAN.^ 

^ The CQHtiouator of the chronicle of Marcelliniu gives, in a fen- 
decent words, the substance of the Anecdotes. — BeHsarius de Orientfi 
evo€atus« in offlmsun periculumquc incarreas grave, et invidiae sub- 
jjcens jrursiis r^miUitur in lUlia^i* (p. 3^). 
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State of the barbaric world — EstMishvieni of the Loin^ 
• bards tm the Dannbe-^Tinbes and inrodds ofiht Sda- 
f)imians'^-4)rigins empire^ and tmbiusks bf At Turks 
-i^TkejUght of the Avars^^^iMms 1^ mt IfutUrvan, 
kwg of Per9ia-'^is prosperous ftign pnd wmr$' wkh 
the Botnans—Tht Chdehian wr Lasic war^ The jEthi- 
opkms* 

CHAP. Our estimate of personal <werit^is!relftti?e to 
^^^^' the common facultiea of maftkind. The a^>tr«Bg 
Weakness effoTts of g<eoius» OF virtuc, either iu w^vt Qt spe- 
iil'rfjut. wJ«tive life, are measured, not soiouoh by their 
tinian, reaI.elevatioQ» as by the h^gbt to which they as« 
365. ' ' cend above the level of their age or oountry : ai^ 
the same stature^ which in a people of giants 
Would pass unnoticed, must appear conspicuous in 
a race of pigmies* Leonidas, and his three hun- 
dred companions, devoted their lives at Thermo- 
pylae ; but the educatioil of the infant, the boy, 
and the man, had prepared, and almost insured, 
this memarable^acrifice; and each Spartan would 
approve, rather than admire, an act of duty, of 
which himself and eight thousand of his fellow- 
citizens were equally capable.* The great Pom- 

* It will be a pleasure^ not a task, to read Herodotus, (I. vii, c. 104, 
134, p. 550, 615). The conversation of Xerxes and Dexnaratus at 
Thermopylae^ is one of the most interesting and moral scenes in history. 
It was the torture of the royal Spartan to behold, with anguish and 
remorse, the virtue of his country. 
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pey might inscribe on his trophnes^ that he had ch af. 
defeated in tiattle two mUfions of enemies, and J^^} ^^- 
rednced iifteen hundred cities from the IakeMaeo4 
tis to the Red Sea;^ but the fortune of Rome flew 
before his eagles; the nations were oj^essed by- 
their own fears, and the invincible legions which 
he commanded, had been formed by the habits of 
conquest and the discipline of ages. In this view^ 
the character of Behsarius may be deservedly pkb- 
ced above the heroes of the ancient republics. His 
tmperfiections flowed from the contagion of thd 
times ; his virtues were his own, the free gift of 
nature or reflection ; he raised himself without a 
master or a riy^U and so inadequate were tke armts 
committed tobis hand, that his sole advantage was 
^rived from tile pride and presumption of his 
adv^sariea. Under bis command, Ibe sMbjects of 
Justinian often deserved to be calledRomans: but 
the unwariike Ef^eilation of Greeks was imqposed • 
as a term of reproach by the haughty Goihis; whi» 
affected to blush, 1iiat they must dispute t^ kiftg^ 
dom of Italy with a nation of tragedians, panto^ 
mimes^ and pirates.'' The climate of Asia liffl 
indeed bieen found less, congenial than that of EqI 
rope, to militjiry spirit : those populous cotintrien 
were enervated l^luxuryydeqpotismyandsiiperstj^ 

. ) 

^ See this jproud inscription in Pliny, (Hi^t. Natur. vii, 27v ^^^ 
men have more exquisitely tasted of glory and disgrace : nor could J ii- 
veaal (Satir. x) produce a more striking example of the vici4'«^itudci. of 
fortune^ and the vanity of human wishes. - 

* Tfatxus • - • • <^ 4W Ta vfrifo, k^ib h \rit>^%9 fi»tvra i.'i&in tft ftn 
Tfoyttinit »»t tattrtLf Xttstt^tfraf. This lani epithet of FrocopHiB h Vm 
nobly translated by pirates; naval thieves i^ the proper word s strip- 
pers of garments, either for injury or insult « <I>efnoKthcric« rent r a 
Conon. in Reiske Orator. Grate, torn, ii, p. 126*). 
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Ctf AP. tioh ; imd the monks were more ekpehsiT^ ^d 
^^\\_ more numerous than tIie8obliersdPtiie£a9t. The 
regular .force of the empire* bad oitceMtmimted to 
siXihundred-Qiidfo^^-^Ve iifciiisfmd wa^s^ib'v^ 
redaced, in thoiitti&of Juatioian^ iou^ixildliiuiidred 
and fiftj^.thQU9and:;<jaiidUiikrmimVcgr^iai:^ te it. 
mayjseemj^anras^tJbiiiLjFcBcattered overdiesdabind 
land; in^jSpaiof and.Italjr, fU' Afjdc^aadcBgppt, 
on: .tiiejfamksnaf itIie.Dkbiibe^ ttie ciwft%caf the 
Euxioe^' iand: thfijfnohtiers^of .tPerfik. Tkej^^ 
tea trflaextetetcsLi, ^f«l.tiiei8pld]er:wm ainpaid ; 
iuK: poYeit)^ ifdsimiscfaieFoasIjr soottiftdk b^itfaei 
.priyileg^iorr.fapi)ie jand^ih&dflnce; aiuijilie;ter-^ 
djr payments were detained and intetoifoptldLby 

^ itad. f r^viterdiHumslJro^ihed'ritiie.i^^ 
the sjtele!ii.i^!m the>.fi6hU^t9i^^«£ULjm>iBim the 
pre6i^nae'0^{Jdi6 enemyViiiieid^mtidberstitet^^al- 

was-'.siipplmi: Jgrxihe^ |xryadi0iii>iaiiM«n]dk^ar-> 
dcrlyc aeCYJcte) (tf^bytecitoviAomMi^ <^i(en 

csstiiMst-v r S.rte/pQecpt^&I ^hois^eikniillapliifa^ 
yQndjttejca8«Q|^.iQf i^Httn^^^ 
to pffcvepiftihf^ guoces Jt,:<>p M stiHjr thd re^aWtion^ 
pf their colleagues; and tliev had been taught by ; 
experience', tliuf if Biei^ sometimes ]prov^o;t?4. ib? 
jealously, error, or even guilt, woul^tiobtalft the 
induJgenfc^,;Of ji gf teiidlfe fetfe^ 

^ See the thircl and fourth hooka of U4"0«i^^ war), tbe^^^tei pC j 
tfce Anecdotes cannot aggravate these abu9«9^^ ' * ' * . " .' 



OP TRX BOMAK BMriRB. S7S 

(JietrmoiplisofBdiMriw^imdafteffWttdsofNB^^ chap. 
ses» shine with mcompanible lustre; bat tliejrare ^^^^^ '^ 
encompassed with the daricest shades of dh^^Mce 
and eahumty . While the lieutenant of Justinian 
subdued die kingdoms of the Gothsnnd Vandalg, 
the emperor,* timid, though ambitious, balan- 
ced the forces of the barbarfams^ fomented their 
divisions by flattery and falsdiood, and invited 
by his patience and liberality ^e repetition of 
iBlnries/ Tlie keys of Carthage, Rome, mid 
Iftarenna, were presented to ^ekr conquered, 
whfle Aatioch was desU'oyed by the Persfams, 
and Justinian trembled for the safety <^ Con- 
stantinople. 
BrentfaeGothicvictoriesof Belisarhiswerepre* stait of 

judicial to tbe-state, since they abolished the im- ^ll^^ 
portmst barrier of tiie Upper Danube, i^hich had 
been so faithfully guarded by Theodorfc and hii 
<kui|^ter. For the defence tX Italy, the Goths 
evacuated Fannonia and Norieum,whicbthey left 
in a peaceful and flourishing conditien: the soter- 
ei^ity was claimedby theemperor of the Romans: 
tiie actual possesflion was abandoned to the bdd^ 
neas of tiie first invader. Qntheoppontebanksof ; 
theDanttbe,the plams of Uppcsr Htu^ary and tlie 
Transylvanianhittswerapossessed, rincethedeatfa 
of Attila, by the tribes of the Gepidae, who re* The ce^. 

das. 

• Agftthias, I. V, p. 167> I3S. He coiifines this weakaets of the 
emperor and tbe empire to the oM age 6f Justinian ; but, alaa I he 
was never young. 

' This mischievous policy> which Procopius (Anecdot. e. 19) imputes 
xo the emperor, is revealed in his epistle to a Scythian prince, who 
was capaUe of undentandiqg it. Ayav ^»/*ntn mu •y^awf^'rei^ says 
Agathias, (L V, p. 170, 171}. 
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spocted the Gothic arms, aiid despised, not ii^ 
deed the gold of the Roaians, but the secret dh^ 
live of their annual subsodies. The vacant for^ 
ifications of the river were instantly occupied bj 
thesis barbarians : their standards were 
on the wails of Sinliittm and Belgrade; 
it*ofiical tone of .their apoldgy aggrayatedthisi- 
^sutt. on the: iriajesty of the empire. ** Soexteii 
•* »ve, O CeesoTy arq your dominions; so nuiner. 
." 0U5 are your cities ; that you are continnally 
<< seeking fox natioas to whom, either in peace 
** ^ war, ybu mary relinquisb these useless p 
'< se$^on9^ The G?pida^ are. your brave antl 
" faithful allies; and if they have anticipated 
•^ your gifts* they have shewn a just confideDfe 
f< in yaa» Jiounty." Their pr^sttniption was ex 
tused by th^ Bftode of revenge which Justinian ea- 
b^eed'. Instead of asserting, the rights ef asover 
eignA)r t^e protection of his subjects, the emperor 
invited a Strange people toinvade and pos^sstte 
Roman prbviftQes bjetween the Danube and tk 
Alps; aiid tbqambition of the Gepidae wascheci 
edhy the risipgpower andianfte of theLoMBARDs^ 

^^rA^^*"' "^^^^ coi'rupt appellation has been diffused in ^^ 
thirteenthcentury by the merchants and bankers^ 
the Italian po^erity of these sayage warriors: U 

, « Gens G«nn«na rerHatc ferodotc; eays VeUeiuft l^nterculus of ti? 
Lombards, (ii, 10^)^ . Laiijpobardos paucit»s nobflitat Piurin**' 
valentiseimis nationibus cincti non per obsequiumscd prsliis et I*^* 
JItando tut! sdntV (Tacit de Miiribus derraan. c; 40). iSee lili«*^^ 
Strabo, (I. vii, p. 446). The best geographers place them bejoadt'' 
Elbe, in the Ifishopric of Magdeb'urgh and the middle march of Bra"- 
dcnburgh ; and^ their situation will agree with the patriotic ^^ 
of the Count de Hertzbergj thaf m6fit of the barbaaian.coBq'J««w'|^ 
sueA from the aam^countries which stiU product the annieso^^'"*"*' 
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the ofigii^lnfltne otLangohardsise^ptessi^onVjr (5Hap/ 
of the peculiar length and fashion of their beards. ^^^"' 
1 am not disposed either to question or to justify 
their S^bndinavian brigin ;^ nor to pursue the 
mi^r&tibns of the Lombards through unknown 
regions and marvellous adventures. Aboilt the 
time of Aii^sttis and Trajan, a ray of hieftoric 
light l^eaks on the darlciless of their antiquities^' 
and they are' discovered, for the first tiifae, be- 
tween the' Elbe and the Oder. Fierce, beyond 
the example of the Germans, they delighted tbr 
propagate the tremendous belief, that their heads' 
wereformed like the heads of dogs, and 'that they' 
dranlt^ the blood of their enemies whom they van- 
quished in battle. The sniallness of their mim-* 
bers was recruited by the adoption 6f their brav- 
est slaves; and alonie, amidst their powerful- 
neighbours, ' they def^ded by arms their high* 
spirited independence* In the tempests of the 
north, which overwhelmied so mahy names and 
nations, this Ultle bark of the Lombards still float-^ 
erf on the surface : they gradually descended to- 
wards the soi|th and the t>antibe ; and at the end 
of four hundred years they again appear witli their 
andent valour and renown. Their manners iprere' 
notlessferbcious.Theassassfhationofaroyal guest' 
was executed inthepresence,and by tbecommanch' 
of the ktnj^ (teugkter, wbcy had been ptbtti^di 
by som0 words of iz^sblt, 'and disappointed by htf 

.h ': » . . • " . . . * 

^ The Scan^navian crigin of the Goths and Lomharda* as stated 
bj,raul.W«raefnd, suioamtfUiefieacoiw.is attadwd by. Gluviffiiis, 
C^r]iiat^a.Antii^ i. iJli. c, %G» (u>024 &c.), a native of Fmssia, asdr 
defendledb^ QroUus^ 4PrQkgoBi.5d4ii5t/.Gotii.,p. 28, A/^}, tht fi^e^' 
isli aailjas5»dof.. . ,. ^ . • .1 a.: -•- 
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CHAP. 4haMive «tatitie; dad * tribuiOi tb«.pn«e.af 

********** th«r« tlve king of ^e H^rvfi' Mnxtityrenw^ 
a leme <>f 'moderation Ktitf'jUstiee, «m1 the inso- 
lence of obnqtiestwaa c^Mised bf tke«igiMl4<s 
fUt «Qd %r«iMMMe "diipeoioii «€ 4b«f HcfoU. 

ind,* '|%e-witftdrie8-rf4lio l«trfwni»;tw^ 
mended tjutin to tke fi)i«Mai{» oCtlM^i^evon: 
4Qd si'tl)^ doHeitiltien «r;l««^iiiMii thejr pumA 

ibe cHtee of Norl^iDft 4i^ *^ firtiims 9f '?«»- 

Htm l>tar»W 4kMe w«ple'lii»^ r ^k??^ " 



W «to^itlifi4<)#iia«»dlM)«tie«of tkeirJRMAMxal- 
lib. md i^ ^wlije ♦!(& «*|)th« wisfctaii^M^ 

looaii'Wefiiwemiire^ 4iso«»ed%4ke 1m*1od, 
kiKl^i>^|(Sdr^4ii^ <%itit(«'r b«4(iai*«mit.iiC tie 

tfSvli.«!.C^I|1^ jf<^W9> which wa» UMomaixi wdjhy 
the fstwpitrop Qf tlie'Cr^iaW t^l'tw^lM^ »»- 
tk»t»<)ftett pleaded ^leir c»iaobrfm«4httthrQi«i 

irhOM the h«M«i»War0 abiofltieqmlfy odkms, 
^MBfmmAt^ iMHTtiW aRil^1^atis8ciit«ttce,.aiid 



yMMw ««na<i«iMilttMttMiMS-^>. ZtaCHMT rt lii wi liiiiirtt> M »* a » >t 
fKjnftiktdiMlbtt. I. OnapMnm ^MdnMto'lh» fbt Mdtfratfm 
•f in Min«(M property* conncie*^ agrienltank MAananflKturMi 
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tital niceottn. Thair sl»qglil was ttimiiMie, cnkK 
tnoe the LiwbwNIl, wk» MUt liM» ti« field «^ Jt^ 
Tccal «iyRa«iv of MMtan^ still ^ftiiiiMl> «• the 
^wmioegi Ms, tke tir«lectk» «f tte Romotif ^ 
Thdlr q^t WM i&tKpid; ym uwb k tiie it»> 

soidealr MroOc wM^ « jNi»|«h4b^^ l^fl.fti^ 
cMb otten^iNi : tW rifful ^0t j^Miataeil «itii 
tiMir fvardi iiirtltfr!OlM«tpf,iu eiii{ilar fMn.. A 
alMrt.lMM iKM^blikMA: biit^tibi^ aptMLiHo 

ht fffdMtd^ tit tW i^<ii# JwilJNiiw^ 

Bc^KMrinn, p. "942)^ The j^tie&t readier migr draw soioe l^v frtAl 

Bcbiis GeticiB, c. 5» p. 194* et de Begiu Succefliione, pw 24C){ Tbco- 
|ti«iwig,(iQfr ]0l^toittisrCtoMMlM:^liaMMe«itt8.i^-tfa^^ 



CHAP. tlk<f<M:n«ftii^lioldqdiQdth&£uxineimdibeIake 
^}!l^ MajQtU, djerived fnwi.tb^ Uuas their came or 
4^ceot;iikftd it SBtieisdJiAaaf to renew tbe sifnpleaQd 
.well-kaOMm piietuiv of Tuvtar maimers. Tber 
4irere bpM mdi dmterolus. ardier«« .wlmiirantijte 
4aUk».9tt}ifieMteclOP t^sfle^b of tbeir fleet aad 
iJndtf^lgpWc^ horskea.; rwhote flocks md bedsfol 
)owe(L arrnitber guidedittbe matlons /of thdr 
roving cmorjpt 1 to <irbo9Q: inroads no country wiis 
remut^ pr iii«^ervioul» wd wbo wi@9» prac^bisediD 
flisbi» tbiMigb incnpftUe <tf fcan The nution wa^ 
divided Joto twot poflrtifnl itnd, hmtile tribes, who 
94r^tt^d^ei9b piber ivitb fraternal Hutted;.. Tkj 
^agerix^dispUtod theiii^tidabippr ratJbeK.tJbegi&s 
of!tbe:«tSp<^r ; And th^ cyisS^inctionrwhich natoe 
bad fixed betive^n ,tb0 (kitbful dogiand the rap- 
«ipv9 .W0I4 1^^ applied I fejrJaa iini]|999ador vbo 
i^eceivied.€in}y vei:bdi»etriictiobsJOroto*l}^.ffloutli 
of bU , ill^fcfftte prpM:e-"? .-1 Xbe Bu^rians, of 
jrf¥iteo?V«ipec|esji:i?K«eTttiiift]|y aUiactdd byHo- 
mm i^twUl^; Jjbyey ,a«iUloed a T^gneKlomioi^B^^^^ 
tJbiQ S^}0VQRWriiaj|ie^ m4 .tbeii^ rapbt inarches 
flowW.wly J3!^;&tPppfiib3r!tfaeJ9ftltic sea, or the 
extreme cold and poverty of the north. But the 
same r^c^ of Sclavonians appears to have main- 
tained, in every ag!e, the possession of the same 
countries. Their numerous tribes, however dis- 
tant or ^dvers^, used onp common lan^age, (it 
was harsh and irregular)^ and were known by the 
resemblance of their fortn, which deviated bota 

"» Procopius, (Goth. 1. iv, c. 19). His verlial message (beenoi 
• I^mself an illiterate barbarian) is delivered as an opistle. The strM 
|8 savage, f!|;urativ^» and ori^nal* 



lie' swarthy Tartar/ and ap^6ached, witliout at- c r x p. 
aining /the lofty stfeture, and fa4r complexion of ^1^^ 
.he Oermaii. Four thousand six hundred viU 
a^es^ were iscMt^retl met the provinces 'OlKussia 
2Tid Polsttid, and thd^ tots -irere hastily^ built of 
•ough timber, in a •cdUHtry deficient both in stone 
andiron. Erected^' or* rather concealed, in the 
iepth of forests, oh the Mvks of livers, or the 
sdg'e of fiiorasses, we * hiay not ;perhaps; witbout 
Battery^ compare Chetvi to the architecture -of Hit 
beaver; Which they res^nbled in u di)UbIe 4swe^ 
to the Idrkl and israiber, for the eseape of: the sa^ 
voj^e inhabitant, an animal less clearily, less dUt- 
genty and less social, than that marvellous qua- 
drmpisde. The fertility of the soil,^ f^Mie^ than 
the labmirof the natives, suppSied' the rustic 
plenty of the Sclavoma«s, Their ilifeep and. 
horned /cattle were large ind numerous, and the 
fields whieh' they sowed with' inillet and panic,* 
affonled, in the place of bread, a hoarse and less 
jiutrifsve food. The incessant raping of their 
ndghbeKwt compelled them tolmiy this treasure 
in the earth v but on the appearance of astranger^ 
it was freely imparted by a people, whose un* 

• *" Tbi» sum U tiie remit of a particular U8t» fn a ciulont MS. frag- 
inept of the jear 550, found m the library of Milan* The obscure 
geopraphy of the times provokes and exercises the patience of the 
'count da Buat, (torn, xf, p.- 69-190). TheFrench minister often losea 
himself in a wilderness which requires a Saxon and Polish guide, 

* Panicum milium. See Columella, 1. ii, c. 9, p. 430, edit Gesn^. 
Fiin. Hist. Natur. xviii, 34, 25. The Sarmatians made a pap of niillet* 
tnJngled with mare's milk or blood. In the wealth of modern hus- 
bandry, our millet feeds poultry, and not lieroei. See the dictionarjef 
<^Bomare and Miller* 
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CHAP. fAvowaUe i3lMme*cr is qualifiedlif tlie cgk&As 
^,^^ of dmrtCb pattetttt md hotpitriile, ABtfcarm- 
preme g»d» tiiey adored jui isvi^ie nwrterof 
tteOmnden Tbeiifen«iidtboajF»iilatA^ 
ed their mbMdintle homMm and tiw popular 
w<m^ waaesqmflBad ill W>wa ad aacrifioew Ih^ 
Sdavoniatti dfedaimit to obe/ a dn^t, a^i^og^ 
or ew!m a angutntte; bitl tfaw'^g p arienoc iws 
too iittrrow^ tliw paaiaila iMiiaad^^ 
pave a ^79tem of o^aatk^or^gmanl defence. 
Saane volimtacy. reqrtttt: waaiyiridadtte age ttd 
▼aiaiir; bat eadi triba or TSfaige etisted asase- 
parata reiwbMcj ioid ^ iims t be pnaindtaA ^1^ 
iMwe coold bo oarofieHad.^ ISKjrfiMiglt'Mloot, 

witbaut any defimnvo. armour: tbur-iiiiai^Biiser 
pffance v(gr^ m Um^ 9k.qvmtt4^^^ 
' ai9Qir9>aii4akiiiff»9pe,wfa^ 

tbraw ivm a^dMtance^ aodaittaiqited Itefe^nss^ 
in a tmw^WiS».:JXi Oie fi|id»4te Sc^v^ttiftb 
iafinitiy wall daiieiiiatta bgi .tbair^aiMmi^ a#itty, 
aiHil }g^frSmmv ttey aaraow Ibqr dirail;.^ 
ge ia aln <d wdag wMar. ^fa^inag^ nttiabr ihartk 
:d»oiiffb a hollow cane ; aad a river or lake was 
often tbe scelfe of lfa6ir uhsias|iect^ attiU^ic^ 
But these w^ iS^ i^^ ^.^P^^ 

stn^Ierr; the militarjr ait ^as uidbidwq to tfe 
SclaYoma^a ; Uiair.iu^ was obsciir^IjUMl tiiar 
coBcittesta were ii^orioiMu>' - • - ^^ - >^ • 

VQoUnt* «^ the ori^«l evidence o( tbe i^tl^ ceiiib|cj^ iii^proc$^ 
<Oolli. 1. ii.«. tS; I. iB, c. Il^» fltt4^ eaA^r>^^^«^||^^ 

••■'.■• J " • 
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I tefe Maitod Oi^ hi6A md fgm$ni <»tUai& chap. 

of the <ScknroiiiAte aad Bulgttrins, withrat at- ,,^^,^; 

temiiffaigtodcfiie then* liitenMidlate bofui4«fei, Th«ir in< 

whkk: w«te iiofc accurately laiawii» or refl|M$ted» 

19^ Ite haibalttaBis tiie^ (lauetr im^it- 

anCfe irog mfiastt w d ly thdr tid^itf to the em^ 

pire; ami tke letel isduntry of Motdai^ and 

Waladda iras xxxMpied by iha Aiites»« a Sda- 

vaaian tribes tirlikii tvaiiad^ia titles af JuMl- 

i^aii with ail cfikhetafeofiqaaM/ Ag^iimttlie 

AiMMrh^«e6Md>ldhe fbrtifloatioas of ttie Lbw« 

Dattvbe f aad UMied to MeuM tte allifmce 

of a»|itaiAB^Msted ^i thedupeet ehaaaal ofnortb* 

era .urandntfea* an mterval 49f twd -iMmdired 

o^ka^ lialMMa: Hie laoaatiftEifr 4s£ VNoifcykaaSa 

aadJlM^Bimiae Ma. fiut tke Aiitea wanted 

pover aod ncllMtioar to stem the Ihry of tibe 

tanMH i^«(Kltke Ugfatkamwd SdaVdaiiiiSi from 

ai^ baaitett tyflim, piMiied wfth-^iAiMtt dqual 

«8pee4 thtf fiKitstapi ^ the BOgiiiimt horstt. 

'HiAfiQroieirt of laie pieee of geUfhr eadi fcoldfe^, 

pfQCWftd IL aafb wid eaqr jNMi^t thMl^h the 

oQiWtHy af the G^pldle, who coteUiaiidMl tiic^ 



^ mtiribc have lieen printed only t as 1 iinderstaod, at the end of 
StirflbiVMitloii of Anini^e taetlea, at Opsal, ie64, (Pabric. Bibliot. 
0«9& iiTt«> Ij^Mll^liUl^fliltA'faNWe* «nAd^ ». 



t ' Ailtcs eonim fbnissixni '. • • • ITaysis qui rapidus et Torticosus in 
Hittri iOMila flifiaadeTolTltun (iMaandea^cJ^f. IM; adtt* Mtiratoif. 
PhieopiiM, Goth* 1. Ui, c. 1A» et de BdiSe^ L <▼, e. 7). Yet the fame 
FrooppiiM flMntiom iim Goths aol Blips as «^i|^bhoiin, yifeiii|N|ipi« to 
the jDttiiuhB* (de Edific. 1. if , c. 1}» 

< tit patloiial title of ^afiieiift in|he Isprs and ipscflptiona of Jusi 
tiniaii, was adopted by his siiecesaors» and is jnstiiiad by the pious 
Ludewlg. On Vlt. Justiniaii. p. 515). tl had sttaogely puzsled the 
civOiKiM of aw a!lilea|iL 



% »% *^»»%%'»^ 
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CHAF. postage of tbe Upper Damib^* The hop^i or 
^"^' fears of tliebarbariam ; tli^ir iBtestiae union or 
di^QCVd; the accvleiit of a frozen or shallow 
stream ; the prospect of hw^est or vintage ; the 
.prosperity or distils of the KomanB ; were the 
eaus^.wbieb produ^ied.the uii]fi»riii repetition of 
a&Dual visits/ tedious in the MTrative^ opd de- 
^nictive in the event. The es^m» year, and 
possibly the mBSkesTHmih, in.whiph Kavenaa sur* 
rendered, was mwked by an^vo^on of the Huns 
or Bulgarians, so dreadful, tknt^it almost eff^oed 
the memory of their past inroad^. . They spread 
irom the suburbsof Constiintii|0{jk|e tOf th€^ Ionian 
gulf,.destroyed thirty-!t^a cities or castles, erazed 
Patidaea^ which Atbenp^ hii4 built #iQd Phjjip had 
besieged^ and repitssed th^ Pi^ube, dragging 
H: their horses 4)eek cme hundred and twenty 
tkovsaod of the gutawta of Juslim^m . hx » sub- 
sequent inroad tb^y pie^roedf tW«a}l of the Thra« 
cian Cheraonesuii» t^^patedJtheihabitptionsand 
the inhabitants, boldly tra)irersied thecHeUeapont, 
and. returned to their., companions, iddm. with 
the spoils of A^a« . Anpther party, wjji^ch^ seem^ 
ed a multitude in the eyes of the Romans, pene- 
trated, without opposition, from the straits of 
Thermppylae to the isthmus.oCCorinth^ and the 
Jast ruin of £^reece has appeared an: object too 
minute for the attention <rf histcary* The worpi 
which the emperor raised for the protection, 

• frocopius, Goth. 1. iv, c. 25. 

* An inroad of the Huns is connected, by Procopius, with a comet • 
t>erhapi that of 431, (Persic. 1. ii, c. 4). Agathlas (I. v, p. Ut, 155) 
borrows from his predecessor some earJy faets. 
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but at the exp^nce, of his aisfiyects, served oirfy char 
to discJose the n^eakness of some neglected pert; ^^ 
und the wails; whicb^ by flattery, had been deem^ 
ed impregnable* were either deserted by tiie 
garrison, or soiled by the barbarians. Three 
thousand Sclavoniaas, who m$oletitly divided 
themselves into 'two bands, discoiered the %re«k* 
ness and misery of a triumphant reign. They 
passed theDanube and the Hebrus» vanquished 
the Roman generals who dared" to oppose their 
progress, and phmdered, with impunity, the 
cities of Illyricum and Thrace, each of which had 
arms and numbers tQ overwhelm their cooteiDfit* 
ible assailants. Whatever praise the boldness of 
the Sclavonians may deserve, it is.sulKed by the 
wanton and ddUbera^e cruelty which they era 
accused of exercising on their priwpers. WSth^ 
out distinction of rank, or age, or sex, tiie cap« 
tives were impaled or flayed alive, or suspended 
between four post^ and beaten with dubs till 
they expired, or inclosed in some spacious buiM^ 
ing/ and left to pei^ish in the flames with the 
3poil and cattle which might impede the mardi 
of these sayi^e victors,'* Perhaps a more im- 
partial narrative would reduce the number, and 
qualify the nature, of tliese horrid acts ; and they 
might sometimes be -excused by the cruel Iftws of • 
retaliation. ^ the siege of Topiru^,"" whose 

« The cruelties of the Sclavonians are related or magnified by.Pro- 
eopius, (Goth. 1. iiJ, c. 1^, 36). For their mild and liberal bchaviocr 
to their prisoners, we may appeal to the authority* somewhat ixmre 
recent, of the emperor Maurice, (Stratagem. L ii, c. 5). 

' Topirus was sfeiiate near Pbilippi in Thrace, or Maeedonia, oppo- 
sito to the isle of ThMos, twelve days journey from Constantinople* 
CCellarius, torn, i, p. 676, 840). ' 



xLn. 
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CHAT. Qtetiifftte defence had enia^ied tiie Sdavooiitti 
thej masiocred fifteen thoofind tnales; kt Aev 
tftated tlie women and chOdi^en; tiiei&osinli' 
able captiinaa were alwigrs teaerved f«r Vtorir 
ransom ; the servitude was not figQMiB,fltfth 
terms of their ddii^erance #ere ^p^ftdW' 
derate. Bat the 8ilt^«et, Bt thcf hittonanK 
Juftinian, eidialed his just indi^^illMidiittthelifr 
gui^e of compMht and i^proaeb; sad fm 
phis has confideal?7 affirmed^ tfaM la^siri^ol 
thirty*two years, eadi annual inroad (vf the iir 
barianseohsiimed tw6 hundred tllttttiiii$<<tk 
inhabltaiit» of the Roman ^siq»re. neentiit 
popttlatioii of Turkish Etr^pe, y^AkiA wf^ 
corresponds with the proi^lses of JssMil 
would pei^iq[>s be incafMMei of mp^^ 
millions of persons^ the reMll of^is^ft^ 
estimate.^ 
^ ^ Intheti]^t:bfthetieo1)s<w 
T^^ ropefeittheshoek of a wvofotioB, wifeb 
mmu, reirealed to the irdrM the Heme ^d ^* 
A.D. 545, tij^ XtJaw. liteiapmiUusj t|^^ 

martial people was suckled byra^ shMi^"*^ 
afterwards made Jiiw i^eYikiher^^^^ 
progeny ; and the repi^aentiukioni^mitsii^!^ 
the baniieri of theTuflrs4)^esferwd*h*tt«»?J 
• or rather suggested th^Jdes^ S;« W^ 
was invented^ without any »mt08l-ia*erc«^ 
by the 8heph€i;d$^f I^tiii]^ a^^^ 
At the eqXLsi, distance of two raousaw x^^^ 
the Caspian, the Icrf , Jhe Ch^^ 

' Ae^o«fiiigittiienglmS«irtteffiaoa^ 
tbcMiwoaAilnd viduocd tlM pioviiicii, toutli fCilNrfiSUi^^ 
state of a Scytfetei wiUerti«M. 



/ 

9f THe ROMAN EMflftB. 2$6 

9e«S» a ri^ of mountaiBS is eonspicuow, the CHAr* 
G^^n^atid pi^faAps tbe 8umimt> of A^ia; wliick» ^^^ 
in. ihfi^ l99gaag? of diHei^Bt nations, bs$ been 
9^jl94: Jfm^B, mA €_^/ t^d Altai, and .the 
GQhlMl Mountaios, and the Girdl? of the EartJi. 
Theses iof tb(B Wlls were prpdwtive of mi- 
n^ral^ i mid tib^f i? on f^gp^* foi? the purpose of 
war, W€ape e?6«gMased: by the Twks, the jwat 
despised pertLoo of t^e 8laye9 of the great khan 
of the <3#oug?a. : But their aervk^de coiild on- 
ly last tijl B )«iid^, bold apid fluent, abonld 
^^rise^^ t^ pj^(9#de his pountrymen that the same 
anii%w|ip«h tbfjfQi'g^ fpr thei? oiastters, might 
Vecionae,.^:th€^ <9wi| faandfi the iortnunents of 
^^f^tm Wd y^ptoiiy- They saUied from tfe^ 
moi^j^9i^;^ a awj^i:e was the regard of Ua ad* 
nee; Jind ^ nwm^k ^ere{AOigr,iii which a 

*,ft0m.,€9f toQMfi yrUi^ & more r^ikm^ gepj^phgr would inter- 
fnCfroivi Imftiis^ perhaps, to mount Atliis. According tO the reli« 
g0» pfAi^y ^ tlM 1Mi<«ietin% the 1Mi« o£ «a4iuii O^^ att 

X^t^ l»i^idow^ with a sensitive action in its rtjots or nems ; and 
tltdr viiiiafioii; at ^ ettamwrd tti^sAihilf^cmae of'earthquaked, 

'".T^^i^riABlax^ i&tfftft b^t «r4 n^ Jl^ei^ul,^ ^^ world i 
and in the southern parts, above sixtjr tiiliieg iD-6 tibw Worked hy the 

1(1 Itoo. AoMlenjhaii, lilQh '^ Turks bffiered iron for sal*e ; yet 
tha no^ aiii&wisidoi*, wittt strange obs^lnhef , ppwist'ed i^^ 

« Of IrgpnaOum, (AM^azf Kh^, RisL t^en^ogi^tie des tVitiurs, 
R a, c. S, p. 71-m c U; ffc 155). The ttadWow of ^e M9ga^ 
«tl|#4•a^|>»w^l^dklMr I«»«4 *a thriuwitMiw. VJ<»with 
the Chism p«i%)da of tlio bistny of 

m^ IfllP^ i^ ya^iS^^ag^ and tfit tWiaBI generillioa%-ti»B» thdr 
nrtontflMiltt aSingi*. 
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cbaf; piete df iron was heated in the fire, ftnd ft 
-J ^^ ^ ^ ^. smith's hammer was successively handled by 
the prince and his nobles, reeord^ for ages the 
humble pr<)fVssion tod rational pride of the 
Turkish nation. Bertezena, their first leader, 
signalized their valour ahd his 6wh it successful 
cmnbats agfiinst the neighbouring tribes ; but 
when he presumed to aslt in marriage the daugh- 
ter of the gresft khan, the insoteiit demand of a 
stave aitd a meifhilnie was donitolptuoct^Iy re^ 
jctfled* The ^sgrace was expiatied by a more 
n^Me alliance with a princess of China ; and the 
decisire blinle'wtiith' almost extirpated the na- 
tton of the Qeongen, established in Tftrtary the 
new ismd more powerful empire of the Tui*ks* 
l*hey reigned ov^r the north ; but they confess- 
ed the TaMity of conquest, by thfeir* f^thful at- 
tachment to the mountain of their fathers. 
The royal encampment serdoih' lost sight of 
inouBt Altai, from whence tlie river Irtish de- 
scends to water the fie* pastures of the Cal- 
roiicks/ wTiich nourish the largest sheep and 
oxen in the world. The soil is fruitful^ and 
the climate mild and temperate : *the'ftappry re- 
gion was ignorant of earthquake a»d pestilence ; 
the emperor's UhitoAe was ttlrfaed tdn^^fds the 
east, and a golden Avolf on the top of ^ spear 
seemed to gixard the entrance of Ms tcsit. One 
of the successors of Bertezena \\iiS*feitlp1£ed, by 

* Tl!« crtintry of the Tttfk y, n6Hr of the <^fliiilcirs; tTWetT te«tt<b- 
ed in the GenealogwBl Hirtofjr; p filM^^fti Th«*'sjilH»«*ifcWte<)r 
the Trench translator are en&r^d an* dife«to4 in tli^ abeo^ •0-' 
liime of the English version. ' " * ' 
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^ lux»t7 and si^eilistitiQDKtf Gioiia; biit Us (Map: 
design of buildup Cifios jaad temples was defeat. ^^^^^ 
ed by the simple. Wisdom of a barbarian coon*^ 
sellon « The Tufks,'' he said^ "< are not equal 
'' in pamber to one hukidredth part of the in^ 
'' hAbitanUiof China. If we. balance tbdr 
" power, aod.^Iude their atmies, it is becsmse 
'' we wander without any fixed habitationsir m 
" the . exercise of war "and hunting. Are we 
" strong? we advance and conquer: are we 
" feeble ? we retire and are concealed. Should 
" the Tur|c9 confine tbejnselves within the walls 
" of cities, the Ip^ of a batkle would be the 
''destruction 9£ ^eir eoipire. The Bonzes 
" preach only patience, humifity^ and the re^ 
"" Bunciation 9f;the world. . Such, O king! is 
" not th^e rel^giqn of. heroes.** They entertain- 
ed with less reluctance the doctrines of Zoroas-* 
ter; but the greatse^t part of the nation ac** 
quiesced, witbOM^t inquiry, in the opinions, or 
rather in. the practioc^ of their .ancestors. The 
honours of sacrifice were reserved for the su- 
preme deity;, thfy acknowledged, in rude hjrmns,. 
their obligations, to the air, the fire^ the watcr^ 
and the eaith ; a^d their priests derived some » 
profit from, the art o£ divinatiour Their unwrit- 
ten lasws were jigwous and impartial : theft was 
punished by. a ^qnfp^d r^titutiqu : adultery, trea^ 
son, and murder, with death : and no chastise- 
ment could be inflicted too setere for the rare 
and ini^xpiable guilt pf cowardice. As the sub- 
ject BfttioBs marched under the standard of the ^ 
Turk^, their catalry; both men and horses, were' 
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CHAP, derived the epithet of black from its dark water 
*^I!l*^ or gloomy forests.** The khan of the Ogors was 
slain with three hundred thousand of his subjects, 
and their bodies were scattered over the space 
of four days journey; their surviving country- 
men acknowledged the strength and mercy of 
the Turks ; and a small portion, about twenty 
thousand warriors, preferred exile to servitude. 
They followed the well-known road of the Vol- 
ga, cherished the error of the nations who con- 
founded them with the Avars, and spread the 
terror of that false though famous appellation, 
which had not, however, saved its lawful pro- 
prietors from the yoke of the Turks.^ After a 
long and victorious march, the new Avars ar- 
rived at the foot of mount Caucasus, in the 
country of the Alani' and Circassians, where 
they first heard of the splendoiu* and weak- 
ness of the Roman empire. They humbly re- 
quested their confederate, the prince of the 
Alani, to lead them to this source of riches; and 
their ambassador, with the ^rmission of the go- 

* The river Til, or Tula, according to the gtogra^y of De Guignes, 
(torn, i, part ii, p. Iviii and 352), is a small though grateful stream of 
the desert, that falls into the Orhon, Selinga, &c. See Bell, Journey from 
Petershurgh to Pekin, (vol. ii, p. 124); y*t hisown description of the 
Kcat, down which he sailed into the Oby, represento the name and at- 
tributes of the Nock river, (p. 139). 

* Theophylact, 1. vii, c. 7, 8. And yet his true Avars arc inviaWe 
even to the eyes of M. de Goignes ; and what can be more illuitrious 
than thefaUef The right of the fugitive Ogon to that national ap- 
pellation is confessed by the Turks themselves, (Menander, p. lOB)- 

^ The Ahmi are still found in the Genealogical History of the Tap 
tars» (p. 617), and in d*AnviUe's maps. They oppQsed the march of | 
the generals of ZiagiB round the Caspian sea, and were everthrownif 
9 great battle, (Hist, de Gengiscan, L iv, c. 9, p. 447). 
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vernor of Lazica, was transported by the Euxine chap. 

sea to Constantinople. The whole city was poured ^^"- 

forth to behold with curiosity and terror the aspect 

of a strange people ; their long hair which hung 

in tresses down their backs, was gracefully bound 

with ribbons, but the rest of their habit appeared 

to imitate the fashion of the Huns. When they 'P'^ «»• 

"^ bassf to 

were admitted to the audience of Justinian, Can- Constan- 
dish, the first of the ambassadors, addressed the a^d.'ws. 
Roman emperor in these terms. — " You see be- 
" fore you, O mighty prince, the representatives 
^^ of the strongest and most populous of nations, 
" the invincible, the irresistible Avars. We are 
" willing to devote ourselves to your servicer we 
'' are able to vanquish and destroy all the enemies 
" who now disturb your repose. But we expect^ 
" as the price of our alliance, as the reward of 
" our valour, precious gifts, annual subsidies, and 
'^ fruitful possessions." At the time of this em? 
bassy, Justinian had reigned above thirty, he had 
lived above seventy-five years : his mind, as well 
as his. body, was feeble and languid ; and the 
conqueror of Africa and Italy, careless of the per- 
manent interest of his pepple, aspired only to end^ 
bis days in the bosom even of inglorious peace. 
In a studied oration, he imparted to the senate 
bis resolution to dissemble the insult, and to pur- 
chase the frienflship of the Avars ; and the whole 
senate, like the mandarins of China, applauded 
the incomparable wisdom and foresight of their 
sovereign. The instruments of luxury were im- 
mediately prepared to captivate the barbarians ; 
silken garments, soft and splendid beds, and chains 

u 2 
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CHAP, and collars incrusted with gold. The ambassadors, 
^^"' content with sudh liberal reception, departed from 
Constatttinople,andValentin,oneoftheempcror's 
guards, was sent with a similar character to their 
camp at the foot of mount Caucasus. As ffceir 
destruction or their success must be al&e advan- 
tageous to the empire, he persuaded them to m- 
vade the enemies of Rome; and they ^"ere eaaly 
tempted, by gifts and promises, to gratify their 
ruling inclinations. These fugitives, who fled be- 
fore theTurkish arms, passed the Tanais and Bo- 
rysthenes, and boldly advanced into the heart of 
Poland and Germany, violating the lawof nations, 
and abusing the rights of victory.. Before ten years 
had elapsed, their camps were seated on the Da- 
nube and the Elbe, many Bulgarian and Sclavo- 
nian names were obliterated from the earth, and 
the remainder of their tribes are found, as tribu- 
taries and vassals, under thestandardof the Avars. 
The cbagan, the peculiar title of their king, still 
aflfected to cultivate the frielidshipof the emperor; 
dnd Justinian entertained some thoughts of fixing 
them in Pannonia,to balance the prevailing power 
of the Lombards. But the virtue or treachery of 
an Avar betrayed the secret enmity and ambitions 
designs of their countrymen ; and they loudly 
complained of the timid, though jealous policy, 
of detaining their ambassadors, and denying the 
arms which they had been allowed to purchase in 
the capital pf the empire.* 

* The embassies and first conquests of the Avars may be read in 
Menander, (Bxoerpt, Legat. p..99, 100, 101,154, 155); Tbeophanes, 
(p. 19$); the Historia Mitcella, CL xfi, p. 109)» an^ Gregory of Tours, 
CL i¥, c. 23, 29, in the HistoriAos of France, torn.' ii, p. 21i, 217). 
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Perhaps theapparent change in the dispositions c hap. 
of the emperors, may be ascribed to the embassy ,^ll[^ 
which was received from the conquerors of the Embassies 
Avars." The immense distance, which eluded ^^^^ ^^ 
their arms, could not extin&fuish their resentment: RomaDs, , 

A. D £69u 

the Turkish ambassadors pursued the footsteps $$2.' 
of the vanquished to the Jaik, the Volga, mount 
Caucasus, theEuxine, and Constantinople, and at 
length appeared before the successor of Constan** 
tine, to request that he would not espouse the 
cause of rebels and fugitives. Even commerce 
had some share in this remarkable negotiation : 
and the Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries 
of the Turks, embraced the fair occasion of open- 
ing, by the north of the Caspian, a new road fen* 
the importation of Chinese silk into the Roman 
empire. The Persian, who preferred the naviga- 
tion of Ceylon, had stopped' the caravans of Bo- 
chara and Samarcand : their silk was contemptu- ' 
ously burnt : some Turkish amij[>assadors died in 
Persia, with a suspicion of poison ; and the great 
khan permitted his faithful vassal Maniach, the 
prince of the Sogdoites, to propose, at the By- 
zantine court, a treaty of alliance against their 
common enemies. Their splendid apparel and 
rich presents, the fruit of (oriental luxury, dis- 
tinguished Maniach and his colleagues, from the 
rude savages of the north : their letters, in the 
Scythian character and language, announced a 

"> Theophanes, (Chron. p. 204), and the Hist. Miscella, (1. xvi, p« 
110), as~ understood by De Guignes, (torn, i, part ii, p. 354), ajipear 
to speak of a Turkish embassy to Justinian himself; but that of Ma« 
Biachy in the fourth year of his successor Justin, is positively the fiist 
that reached Constantinople, (Menander^ p. 108). 

u8 
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CHAP, people who had attained the rudiments of science,* 
^^"* they enumerated the conquests, they offered the 
friendship and military aid of the Turks ; and 
their sincerity was attested by direful impreca- 
tions (if they were guilty of falsehood) against 
their own head, and the head of Disabul their 
master. The Greek prince entertained with 
hospitable regard the ambassadors of a remote 
and powerful monarch : the sight of silk worms 
and looms disappointed the hopes of the Sogdo- 
ites ; the emperor renounced, or seemed to re- 
nounce, the fugitive Avars, but he accepted the 
alliance of the Turks ; and the ratification of 
the treaty was carried by a Roman minister to 
the foot of mount Altai. Under the successors 
of Justinian, the friendship of the two nations 
was cultivated by frequent and cordial inter- 
course ; the most favoured vassals were permit- 
ted to imitate the example of the great khan, and 
one hundred and six Turks, who, on various oc- 
casions, had visited Constantinople, departed at 
the same time for their native country. The 
duration and length of the journey from the By- 
zantine court to mount Altai, are not specified: it 
lAight have been difficult to mark a road through 
the nameless deserts, the mountains, rivers, and 
ftiorasses of Tartary ; but a curious account has 
been preserved of the reception of the Roman am- 
' bassadors at the royal camp. After they had been 

" The Russians have found characters, rude hieroglyphics, on the 
' Irtish and Yenisei, on medals, tombs, idols, rocks, obelisks, &c. 
' (Strahlenberg, Hist, of Siberia, p. 324, 346, 406, 429). Dr. Hyde 
(de Retigione Veterum Persarum, p. 521, &c.) has given two alpha- 
bets of Thibet and of the Eygours. I have long harboured a suspicion 
that all the Scythian, and tome, perhaps much, of tb? Indian ^ience, 
wu derived from th« Greeks of Bactriana, 
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purified with fire and incense, according io a ritd chap. 
still practised under the sons of Zingis, they ^^^j^3 
were introduced to the presence of Disabul. In 
a valley of the Golden Mountain, they found the 
great khan in his tent, seated in a chair with 
wheels, to which an horse might be Occasionally 
harnessed. As soon as they had delivered their 
presents, which were received by the proper of- 
ficers, they exposed, ih a florid oration, the wish- 
es of the Roman emperor, that victory might 
attend the arms of the Turks, that their reign 
might be long and prosperous, and that a strict 
alliance, without envy or deceit, might for ever 
be maintained between the two most powerful 
nations of the earth. The answer of Bisabul cor- 
responded with these friendly professions, and 
the ambassadors we^e seated by his side, at a ban- 
quet which lasted the greatest part of the day : 
the tent was surrounded with silk hangings, and 
a tartar liquor was served on the table, which pos- 
sessed at least the intoxicating qualities of wine^ 
The entertainment of the succeeding day was 
more sumptuous ; the silk hangings of the second 
tent were embroidered in various figures ; and the 
royal seat, the cups, and the vases, were of gold. 
A third pavilion was supported by columns of gilt 
wood; a bed of pure and massy gold was raised on 
four peacocks of the same metal ;.and before the 
entrance of the tent, dishes, basons, and statues of 
solid silver, and admirable art, were ostentatiously 
piled in waggons, the monuments of valour rather 
than of industry. When Disabul led his armies 
agains^ the frontiers of Persia^ his Roman alliefl 
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CHAP, fonowed many days the march of the Turksii 
^ camp, nor were they dismissed till they hadenjojcd 
their precedency over the envoy of the great ku)g, 
whose loud and intemperate clamours interrupt^I 
the silence of the royal banquet* The power and 
ambition of Chosroes cemented the union oitlie 
Turks and Ronians, who touched his dominkM^ 
on either side : but those distant nations, regard- 
less of each other, consulted the dictates of ifita- 
est, without recollecting the obligations of oatk 
and treaties. While the successor of Disabulcele- 
bratedhis father's obsequies, he wassahitedbythe 
ambassadors of the emperor Tiberius, who pro- 
posed an invasion of Persia, and sustained witb 
firmness, the angry, and perhaps the just, re- 
proaches of that haughty barbarian. ^^ You see my 
** ten fingers," said the great khan, and he applied 
them to his mouth. ^* You Romans speak witit 
^' as many tongues, but they are tongues of deceit 
*^ and' perjury. To me you hold one languag^e, 
^' to my subjects another: and the nations aresuc- 
** cessively deluded by your perfidious eloquence. 
** You precipitate your alliei^into war and danger, 
« you enjoy their labours, and you neglect yoor 
" benefactors. Hasten your return, inform jour 
'' master that a Turk is incapable of uttering 
^^ or forgiving falsehood, and that he shall speed- 
** ily meet the punishment which he deserres. 
** While he solicits my friendship with flatteriBg 
^* and hollow words, he is sunk to a confeder- 
^* ate of my fugitive Varchonites. If I condc- 
** scend to march against those contemptible 
** slaves, they will tremble at the sound fii <Hff 
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w^liips; they will be trampled, like a nest of oh a p. 
ants» under the feet of my innumerable cavalry. ^J^^^^ 
I am not ignorant of the road which they have 
followed to invade your empire ; nor can I be 
deceived by the vain pretence, that mount Cau- 
casus is the impregnable barrier of the Ro- 
mans. I know the course of the Niester, the 
Danube, and the Hebrus; the most warlike 
nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks ; 
and from the rising to the setting sun, the earth 
is my inheritance." Notwithstanding this me- 
ace^ a sense of mutual advantage soon renewed 
be alliance of the Turks and Romans : but tlie 
ride of the great khan survived his resentment : 
nd when he annoimced an important conquest 
o his friend the emperor Maurice, he styled 
himself the master of the seven races, and the 
ord of the seven climates of the world.* 

Disputes have often arisen between tlie sove- state of 
eigns of Asia, for the title of king of the world ; a!d.*soo- 
vhile the contest has proved that it could not be- ^^' 
ong to either of the competitors. The kingdom 
rf the Turks was bounded by the Oxus or Gibon ; 
md Touran was separated by that great river 
From the rival monarchy odran, or Persia, which, 
in a smaller compass, contained perhaps a larger 
measure of power and population. The Per- 
sians, who alternately invaded and repulsed the 
Turks and the Rcmians, were still ruled by the 

* All the details of these Turkish and Roman embassies, so curious 
in the historj of human manners, are drawn from the Extracts of 
Menander, (p. 106-110, 151-1.54, 161-164), in which we often regret 
the want of order and connection. 
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GHAP. house of Sassan, which ascended the tlurone three 
hundred years before the accession of Justinian. 
His contemporary, Cabades, or Kobad, had been 
successful in war against the emperor Anasta- 
sius ; but the reign of that prince was £stract- 
ed by civil and religious troubles. A prisoner 
in the hands of his subjects ; an exile among the 
enemies of Persia ; he recovered his liberty by 
prostituting the hon<nir of his wife, and regain- 
ed his kingdom with the dangerous and mer- 
cenary aid of the barbarians, who had slain his 
father. His nobles were suspicious that Kobad 
never forgave the authors of his expulsion, or 
even those of his restoration. The people was 
deluded and inflamed by the fanaticism of Maz- 
dak,P who asi^rted the community of women,^ 
and the equality of mankind, whilst he appro- 
priated the richest lands and most beautiful fe- 
males to the use of his sectaries. The view of 
these disorders, which had been fomented by his 
laws and example,' embittered the declining age 
of the Persian monarch ; and his fears were in- 
creased by the consciousness of his design to re- 
verse the natural and customary order of succes- 

H See d'Hcrbclot, (Bibliot. Orient, p. 568, 929) ; Hyde, (de Religione 
Vet. Persarum, c. 21, p. 290, 291) ; Pocock, (Specimen Hist Arab. p. 
70, 71); Butychius, (Annal torn, ii, p. 176); Tezeira, (in Stevens, 
Hist, of Persia, L i, c 34). 

^ The fame of the new law for the codununitjr of women was soon 
j^ropagated in Syria (Aaaeman. BiUiot. Orient, torn, iii, p. 402) and 
Greece, (Procop. Persic L i, c. 5). 

' He olTered his own wife and sister to the prophet ; but the prayers 
of Nusliirvan saved his mother, and the indignant monarch never for- 
gave the huinilation to which his filial piety had stooped : pedes tuos 
deosculatus, (said he to Mazdak), cujus fstor adhuc nares occupat« 
(Pocock. Specimen Hist. Arab. p. 71). 
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6ion> in favour of his third and most favoured Ion, chap. 
so famous under the names of Chosro6s andNush^ xlii. 
irvan. To render the youth more illustrious in 
the eyes of the nations, Kobad was desirous that 
he should be adopted by the emperor Justin : the 
hope of peace inclined the Byzantine court to 
accept this singular proposal; and Chosroes might 
have acquired a specious claim to the inheritance 
of his Roman parent. But the future mischief 
was diverted by the advice of the questor Proclus : 
a difficulty was started, whether the adoption 
should be performed as a civil or military rite;' 
the treaty was abruptly dissolved ; and the sense 
of this indignity sunk deep into the mind of 
Chosroes, who had already advanced to the 
Tigris on his road to Constantinople. His fa- 
ther did not long survive the disappointment of 
his wishes ; the testament of their deceased 
sovereign was read in the assembly of the 
nobles ; and a powerful faction, prepared for 
the event, and regardless of the priority of age, 
exalted Chosroes to the throne of Persia. He 
filled that throne during a prosperous period of 
forty-eight y^ars ;* and the Justice of Nushir- 

• Procopiiis, Persic. L i, c. 11. Wag not Proclus over-wise? Wai 
not the danger imaginary P-^The excuse, at least, was injurious to a 
nation not ignorant of letters: ir y^«^/Mtr« ti ^f^ftt nis ir«uim$ ir»t9f^mt 
«xx' owXatf neiMf. Whether. anjr mode of adoption was practised in 
Persia, I much doubt. 

t From Procopius and Agathias, Pagi (torn, ii, p. 543, 4IS6) has 
proved that Chosroes Nushirvan ascended the throne in the vth jear 
of Justinian, (A. D. 531, AprU l-A. t>. 532, April I). But the trua 
chronology, which harmonizes with the Greeks and Orientals, is as- 
certained by John Malala, (torn, ii, 211). Cabades, or Koba4, after 4^ 
s^ga of forty-thiree years and two months, sickened the 8tb« and died 
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OH AP. van is celebrated as the theme of immortal ipm 
J^^ by the nations of the East. 
Reign of But, the justice of kings is understood by then- 
v^^ selves, and even by their subjects, with an affiji 
Chowroct, indulgence for the gratification of passion and 
579.* * interest. The virtue of Chosroes was that of a 
conqueror, who, in the measures of peace ani 
war, is excited by ambition and restrained by 
prudence ; who confounds the greatness witli 
the happiness of a nation, and calmly devote 
the lives of thousands to the fame, or evej? ^iie 
amusement, of a single man. In his domestic 
administration, the just Nusbirvan would merit 
in our feelings, the appellation of a tyrant. His 
ttvo elder brothers had been deprived of tki: 
fair expectations of the diadem : their him 
life;, between the supreme rank and the condi 
tion of subjects, was anxious to themselves d 
formidable to their master : fear as well as re- 
venge might tempt them to rebel ; the slightest 
evidence of a conspiracy sati;sfied the author of 
their wrongs ; and the repose of Chosroes was se- 
cured by the death of these unhappy princes, iA 
their families and adherents. One guiltless youtli 
was saved and dismissed by the compassion of a 
veteran general ; and this act of humanity, whicl 
, was revealed by his son, overbalanced the merit 
• of reducing twelve nations to the obedience c; 
Persia. The zeal and prudence of Mebodes bai 
fixed the diadem on the head of Chosroes fcifl^ 
self; but he delayed to attend the royal sum- 

the 13th of September, A. O. 631, agecl eighty-two yean. Ace* 
• to the tiUMA^ of Stttyehinff, Nnshirran relgdid forty-seven yeais w* 
*a*k months ; and hia death must consequently be placed in Mu^ 

A.D. £79. 
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Aions, till he had perfonned the duties of a nti* CHAT. 
litary review : he was instantly commanded to ^J ^l^ ^ , 
repair to the iron tripod, whidi stood before the 
gate of the palace,* where it was death to relieve 
OF approach the victim ; and Mebodes languid* 
ed several days before liis sentence was pro* 
nounced, by the inflexible pride and calm ingra* 
titude of the son of Kobad. But the people, 
more especially in the East, is disposed to for- 
give, and even to applaud, the cmelty wl|ich 
strikes at the loftiest heads ; at the slaves of am- 
bition, whose voluntary choice has exposed them 
to live in the smiles, and to perish by the frown, 
of a capricious monarch, in the execution of the 
laws which he had no temptation to violate; in 
the punishment of crimes which attacked his own 
dignity, as well as the happiness of individuals ; 
Nushirvan, or Chosroes, deserved the appellation 
otjust. His government was firm, rigorous, and 
impartial. It was the first labour of his reign to 
abolish the dangerous theory of common or equal 
possessions: the lands and women which the 
sectaries of Mazdak had usurped, were restored 
to their lawful owners ; and the temperate chas- 
tisement of the fanatics or impostors confirmed 
the domestic rights of society. Instead of listen* 
ing with blind confidence to a favourite minister, 
he established four viziers over the four great 
provinces of his empire, Assjrria, Media^ Persia, 
and Bactriana. In the choice of judges, prefects, 

* Proeopiitt, Penic 1. i, c 88* Brisson de lUgo. Pers. p. 4§L 
The gate of the palace of Ispahan if, or waa, the £ital acene of His* 
grace or death, (Chardin, Voyage en Perse, torn, iy, p. 312, 313). 
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CHAP, and coitnsellors, he strove to remove the mi 
%J!^^>^ which 18 always worn in the presence of kinp: 
he wished to substitute the natural order of t» 
lents for the accidental distinctions of birth an! 
fortune; he professed^ in specious languagip, iik 
intention to prefer those men who carried thepoor 
in their bosoms, and to banish corruption fnns 
'ti^e seat of justice, as dogs were excluded fm 
the temples of the Magi. The code of laws of tk 
first Artaxerxes was revived and publisbed^ 
the rule of the magistrates ; but the assurance ot 
speedy punishment was the best security of tieir 
virtue* Their behaviour was inspected by ata- 
sand eyes, their words were overheard by ation- 
9and ears, the secret or public agents d ik 
throne ; ^d the provinces, from the Indian to tlit 
Arabian confines, were enlightened by thefrequent 
visits'of a sovereign, who affected to emulated 
celestial brother in his rapid and salutary careei 
Education and agriculture he viewed as the t»r«? 
objects most deserving of his care. In every city 
of Persia, orphans and the children of the fooi 
were maintained and instructed at the public ex- 
pence ; the daughters were given in marriage t^ 
the richest citizens of their own rank ; and tke 
sons, according to their different talents, were 
employed in mechanic trades, or promoted ^ 
more honourable service. The deserted village' 
were relieved by his bounty ; to the peasants aflfl 
farmers who were found incapable of cultivating 
their lands, he distributed cattle, seed, and the id- 
struments of husbandry ; and the rare and inestta- 
able treasure of fresh water was parsimoniouslj 
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managed and skilfully dispersed over the arid ter- oh a p« 
ritory of Persia.* The prosperity of that king<* J^^ 
dom was the effect and the evidence of hb vir-> 
tues : his yic^ are those of oriental despotism ; 
but in the long competition between Chosroes 
and Justinian^ the advantage both of merit 
and fortune is almost always on the side of the 
barbarian.^ 

To the praise of justice Nushirvan united the Hiaiove of - 
reputation of knowledge ; and the seven Greek '^*"'*"^' 
philosophers, who visited his court, were in- 
vited and deceived by the strange assurance, 
that a disciple of Plato was seated on the iPer^ 
sian throne. Did they expect that a prince, 
strenuously exercised in the toils of war and 
government, should agitate, with dexterity like 
their own, the abstruse and profound ques* 
tions which amused the leisure of the schools of 
Athens ? Could they hope that the precepts of 
philosophy should direct the life, and controul 
the passions, of a despot, whose infancy had been 
taught to consider his absolute and fluctuating 

* In Persia, the prince of the waters is an officer of state. The 
number of wells and subterraneous channels is much diminished, and 
with it the fertility of the soil ; 400 wells have been recently lost near ^ 

Tauris, and 4S,000 were once reckoned in the province of Khorasan, 
(Chardin. torn- iii, p. 99, 100. Tavernier, tom. i, p. 466). 

y Thp character and government of Nushirvan is represented some- 
times in the words of d*Herbelot, (Bibliot. Orient, p. 680, &c. from 
Khondemir) ; Eutychius, (Annal. tom. ii, p. 179, 180 — ^very rich); 
Abulpharagius, (Dynast, vii, p. 94, 95 — ^very poor) ; Tarikh Schik* 
ard, (p. 144-150) ; Texeira, (in Stevens, 1. i, c. 35) ; Asseman, (Bib- 
liot. Orient, tom. iii, p. 404-410), and the Abb^ Fourmont, (Hist, 
de TAcad. des Inscriptions, tom. vii, p. 325-334), whp has translate 
^ a spurious or genuine testament of Nushirvan. 
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CHAP, will M the OBly rule of moral obligati(m?' lb 
%^^!flL% studies of Chosroes were ostentatious and «■ 
perficial : but his example awdcened the m 
osity of an ingenious people, and the lighti 
science was diffused over the dominioBs 
sia.* At Gondi Sapor, in the neighbooiM 
of the royal city of Siisa» an academy of])te 
was founded, which insensibly became a lihr 
al school of poetry, philosophy, and rhetorit 
The annals of the monarchy*' were compd 
and while recent and authentic history niij* 
afford some useful lessons both to thepri&ce8D<l 
people, the darkness of the fir«t ages was emW- 
lished by the giants, the dragons, and the fata- 
lous heroes of oriental romance.** Every leaneif 

■ A thousand years before his birthMthe judges of Persia bidgirai 
lolemn opinion— -r» BttfftXtoofn Hi^wv i|e/rai zarmsn <rt ayBftiXuri"'^' 
rodot. 1. iii, c. 31, p. 810, edit. Wesseling). Nor had thiscoDJJ^ 
tional maxim been neglected as an useless and barren theory. 

■ On the literary state of Persia, tlie Greek versions, ] 



sophists, the learning or ignorance of Chosroes, Agatbias (I-"'^^' 
71) displays much information and strong prejudices. 
^ Asseman. Bibliot. Orient, torn, iv, p. dccxlt, vi, viu 
« The Shah Namch, or book of Kings, is perhaps the origifl^' 
cord of history which was translated into Greek by the interpr?^ 
Sergius, (Agatbias, 1. v, p. 141), preserved after the Mahometan*^ 
quest, and versified in the year 994, by the national poet Ferd»^ 
See d*AnquetiI, (Mem. de TAcademie, torn, xxidi p- 37?)» "" " 
William Jones, (Hist, of Nader Shah, p. 161). 

* In the fifth century, the name of Restore or VLostm, a^ ^^ 
who equalled the strength of twelve elephants, was familial to 
Armenians, (Moses Chorenensis, Hist Aimen. 1. ii» c. 7» P* ^ ' 
Whiston.) In the beginning of the seventh, the Persian Bom*"^' 
Rostam and Isfendiar was applauded at Mecca, (Sale s i^ '^ 
xxxi, p. 335). Yet this exposition of ludicrum noysB biston'i ^'^ 
given by Maracci, (Ref^itat. Alcoran, p. 544-548). 
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&t confident strtuaiger was enriched by the i)oun<^ ch af. 
tf , and flattered by the conTersati<m, of the mo- ^^^ 
narch : he nobly rewarded a Greek physician,* 
bj the deliverance of three thousand captives ; 
and the sophists who contended for his favour, 
were exasperated by the wealth and insolence 
of Uranius, thdr more successful rival. Nush« 
inran believed, or at least respected, the reli* 
gion of the Magi ; and some traces of persecu<» 
tion may be discovered in his reign/ Yet he 
allowed himself freely to compare the tenets of 
the various sects ; and the theological disputes 
in which he frequently presided, diminished the 
authority of the priest, and enlightened the 
of the people. At his command, the 
celebrated writers of Greece and India 
were translated into the Persian language; a 
smooth and elegant idiom, recommended by Ma* 
hornet to the use of paradise: though it is branded 
with the epithets of savage and unmusical, by the 
ignorance and presumption of Agathias.^ Yet 
theGreek hbtorian mightreasonably wonder,that 
it should be found possible to execute an entire 

* Procop, Goth. L iT» c XO. KotMd h«d a fiivottrite Greek phyti- 
tian, Steidien of fidesw, (Persic. L ii, c. 26). The practice waa an- 
Uent; and Herodotus relates the adventuref of Democedes of Croto* 
oa* (L iii, c. 18^137). 

' See Pagi, torn. ii> p. 6%^ In one of the treaties an honourable 
irticle was inserted for the toleration and burial of the cathelica, (Me- 
ander, in Bzeerpt. Legat. p. 14S). Nuahisad, a son of Nushinran. 
Was a Christian, a rebel, and*-a inattyr P (D'Herbelot, p. 681). 

< On th« Peraian .language, and its three dialects, consult d*Anque« 
til* (p. 3S9«343), and Jones, (p. 153-185) : «yp« rm yX«fr> nm mft^ 
#«rary, is the character which Agathiaa (1. ii, p. 66) ascribea to aft 
idiom renowned in the East fsr po«tical softnesK 
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€HAP« version of Plato and Aristotle in a foreigndii' 
^^^^ lect, which had not been framed to express tk 
Spirit of freedom and the subtleties of phib 
phic disquisiticm. And, if the reason of tlie 
Stagyrite might be equally dark, or equall/iit 
telligible in every tongue, the dramatic art and 
verbal argumentation of the disciple of Socrat^' 
appear to be indissolubly mingled with tbe grace 
and perfection of his Attic style. In tbesetni 
of universal knowledge, Nushirvan was infonn- 
ed| that the moral and political fables of Pit 
pay, an ancient Brachman, were presenelwitl 
jealous reverence among the treasures of the 
kings of India« The physician Perozes w^\ 
cretly despatched to the banks of the Ganges 
with instructions to procure, at any price, tk 
communication of this valuable work. His da- 
terity obtuned a transcript, his learned M^ 
accomplished the translation ; and the fables oi 
Pilpay* were read and admired in theassemblf 
of Nushirvan and his nobles. The Indian origit 
al, and the Persian copy, have long since &^ 
peared: but this venerable monument has tei 

^ Agathias specific the Gorgias, Pbauion* Farmenides, >od ^- 
masos. ReMudot (Fabricius, Bibliot. Grac torn, xii, p. 246-?^^)^ 
Hot mentioh this barbaric version of Aristotle. 

^ Of these fables, I have seen three copies ia three difereat ^ 
guages.— -1^ In Greek, traatiaud by Simeon Seth (A. D. 1100) i^ 
-the Arklnc, and published by Stardc at BerUn in l<i97, io^ 
.S. "Uk IfoHn, 1 version from the Greek, Sapientia IndernD, '^^ 
by Pere Pouasin at the end of his edition of Pachymer, (p. ^^-^ 
edit. Roman). 3. In Frenckf from the Turkish, dedicated, in ^^ 
to Sultan Soliman. Contes et PaUes Indiennes de Bidpai etdeU' 
nan, par M. M. GaUand et Cardonne, Paris, 177S, S t(As. iiil^ 
Mr. Wharton (History of Engliih poetry, vol. I, p. ltMSl)t>^* 
larger scope. 
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sared by the curiosity of the Arabian caliphi, re- chaK 
vived in the modem Persic, the Ttirkish; the $y. ^^^^^ 
riac, the Hebrew, and the Greet idioms, and 
transfused through successive versions into the 
modem languages of Europe. In their present 
form, the peculiar character, the manners and 
religion of the Hindoos, are completely oblit«p- 
ated ; and the intrinsic merit of the fables oT 
Pilpay is far inferior to the concise elegance cxC 
Ph^dras and the native graces of La Fontaine. 
Fifteen moral and political sentences are illus* 
trat^ in a series of apologues ijbnt the compos- 
ition is intricate, the narrative prolix, and the 
precept obvious and barren. Tet the Brachman 
may assume the merit of inventing a pleasing 
fiction, which adorns the nakedness of truth, 
and alleviates, perhaps, to a royal ear, the harsh- 
ness of instraction. With a similar design, to 
admonish kings that they are strong only in the 
strength of their subjects, the same Indiansinv'ent- 
ed the game of chess, which was likewise introdu- 
ced into Persia under the reign of Nushirvan> 

The son of Kobad found hb kingdom involved p^«» ua 
in a war with the successorof Constantine; and the ^^ 
anxiety of his domestic situation inclined him?^»^o« 

'' . A. D. SS^ 

to grant the suspension of arms, which Justinian ^39. 
was impatienClo purchase. Chosroes saw the Ro- 
man ambassadors at his feet. He accepted eleven 
thousand pounds of gold, as the price of an end- 
less or indefinite peace ;^ some mutual exchanges 

k See the Hialoria ShahiliidU of Dr. Hyde, (Synu^Siii. DiMcrUt. 
toqu ii, p. 61-69). 

* The endkM peace (Procoptus, Penic 1. i, c 21) was concliided 
or ratified in the vith year, a»d iiid cmisiilship of JuetiniaD, (A. D. 

X 2 ^ 583, 
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CHAP, were regulated; the Persian assumed the gitsi 
,^ of the gates of Caucasus, and the demolition d 
Dara was suq^ended, ou condition that it sy 
neyer be made the residence of the general 
.the East. This interval of repose had been 
licited, and was diligently improved, by theanibi^ 
tion of the emperor : his African conquests n^eit^ 
the first fruits of the Persian treaty ; and k 
avarice of Chosroes was soothed by a large pa 
tion of the spoils of Carthage, which his mhit 
sadors required in a tclne of pleasantry, andiic 
der the colour of friendship." But the tropte 
of Belisarius disturbed the slumbers of the gresi 
king ; and be heard with astonishment, envj,aD<! 
fear, that Sicily, Italy, and Rome itself, had to 
reduced, in three rapid campaigns, to the obei 
cnce of Justinian. Unpractised in the artofvifr 
lating treaties, he secretly excited his bold aal 
subtle vassal Almondar. That prince of the Sara^ 
cens, who resided at Hira,'' had not beeninclufc 
in thegeneral peace, andstill wagedanobscurewi 
against his rival Arethas, the chief of the tril)€<?' 
. Gassan, and confederate of the empire. The sul 
ject of their dispute was an extensive sheep-wallin 
the desert to the south of Palmyra. An iromeint 
rial tribute for the license of pasture, appeared l« 

633, between January 1 and April 1 ; Fagi, torn, u, p. ^^)' '^' 
ecUinus, in hisCbroiiiole, uses the style of the Medes and ft^ 

■^ Procoplus, Persic. 1. i» c. 26. 

■ Almondar, king of Hira, was deposed by Kobad, and resta» 
by Nushkran. His mother, from her beauty, wassurnamcd^'^'**^ 



Heater, an appeIlati(Mi which became hereditary, and wasextfiiwW'^ 
a mere noble catme (liberality in faming ta the Arab prine^ ^^ '^' 
ria, (Pocock, Specimen Hist* Arab. p. §9, 79X. 
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Attesri &e rigfhts of Almondar, while the Gassan* chap. 
ite appealed to the Latin name of strata, a paved ^^^^}}'^^ 
road, as an unquestionable evidence of the sover- 
eignty and labdurs of the Romans.** The two 
monarchs supported the cause of their respective 
vassals; and the Persian Arab, without expecting' 
the event of a slow and doubtful arbitration, en- 
riched his flying camp with the spoil and captives 
of Syria. Instead of repelling the arms, Justi- 
nian attempted to seduce the fidelity of Almoii^ 
dar, while he called from the extremities of the 
earth, the nations of ^Ethiopia and Scythia to in* 
vade the dominions of his rival. But the aid of 
such allies was distant and precarious, and the 
discovery of this hostile correspondence justified 
the complaints of the Goths and Armenians, who' 
implored, almost at the same timci, the protection 
of Chosroes. The descendants of Arsaces, who 
were still numerous in Armenia, had beeni p#o* 
voked to assei*t the last Irelics of national freedom 
and hereditary rank; and the ambassadors of Vi- 
tiges had secretly traversed the empire to ex- 
pose the instant, and almost inevitable, danger of 
the kingdom of Italy. Their representation^ 
were uniform, weighty, and effectual. ** We 
" stand before your throne, the advocates of your 
** interest as well its of our own. The ambitious 
** and faithless Justinian aspires to be the sole 
" master of the world. Since the endless peace 

* ProeopiM, Persic; 1. ii, e. 1. We are Ignorant of the origin and 
object of this tlralB,a paved road of ten da^ journey fnm Auranf'* 
f!s to Babylonia, (see a Latin note in" Deltale's Map Imp.. Orient.)* 
Wesseling and d*Anville are silent. • 

X 8 
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CHAP. << which betrayed the common freedom of m 

nn ^/A 'c. " km<l» *^*t prince, your ally in words, yourc» 

<^ my in actions, has alike insulted his friends asi 

^ foes, and has filled the earth with blood aal 

^ confusion. Has he not violated the privily 

^ of Armenia, the independence of CoIcho6,aBd 

^ the wild liberty of the Tzanian mountains? 

^ Has he not usurped, with equal avidity, die 

^ city of Bosphorus on the frozen M^otus^asi 

*f the vale of palm-trees on the shores of theSel 

'f Sea? The Moors, the Vandals, the M 

'f have been successively oppressed, aadeadins^ 

'f tlon has calmly remained the spectator of ttieir 

^r neighbour'^ ruin« Embrace, O king ! tbeia* 

^f vourable moment ; the East is left without de* 

^' fence, while the armies of Justinian and hisit; 

^f nowned general are detained in the distant T^ 

« gions of the West, If yoq hesitate and dehj 

'' Belbarius and his victorious troops will soon 

« return from the Tiber to the Tigris, and Per- 

" sia may enjoy the wretched consolation of l)c- 

'* ing the last devoured/*^ By such arguments 

Chosroes was easily persuaded to imitate tbee^i- 

ample which he condemned : but the Persian. 

ambitious of military fame, disdained the iiu>C' 

tive warfare of a rival, who issued his sangflin- 

ary commands from the secure station of ^ 

Byzantine palace. 

HeUitadM Whatever might be the prov0c^tioQS of Chos- 

A. d/£40, 

9 1 have btended, in a short speech* the two orations ^^^^ 
cides of Anneiiia and the Gothic ambassadors. Pnxx^us, Uibi'P' 
lie history* feels, and makes us feel, that Justinian was tke tnK *>! 
thor of the war» (Persic. 1. ii, c 1^9 3). 
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rDe$» be abused the confidence of trclaties; and chap. 
the just reproaches of dissimulation and false^ ^^^"\^ 
hood edold only be concealed by the lustre of 
Ms victories.^. The Pel*sian army, which had 
been i»sembled in the plains of Babylon, pru* 
dantly declined the strong cities of Mesopotamia, 
and followed the western bank of the Euphrates, 
tOl the small Ibough populous town of Duca jxre^ 
fiuned to arrest the progr^s of the great king^» 
The g^M of Dura, by treachery and surprise, 
were hurst open ; and as soon as Chosroes had 
stained his simiter with the blood of the inha- 
Iiitaat8> he dismissed the ambassador of Justini- 
an to inform his master in what place .he had 
left the enemy of the Romans. The conqueror 
still affected the praise of humanity apd justice; 
and as he beheld a noble matron with her infant 
rudely dragged dong the ground, he sighed, he 
wept, and implored the divine justice to puniish 
the author of these calamities* Yet tbe herd of 
twelve thousand captives was ransomed for twa 
huudred pounds of gold ; the neighbouring bi» 
shop of SergiopUs pledged his faith for the pay<^ 
loent; and in the subsequent year the unfeeling 
avarioe of Chosroes exacted the penalty of an 
obligation which it was generous to contract, - 
aad impossible to dischM*ge. He advanced in- 
to the heart of Syria ; but a feeble eneioay, whq 

^ The inTaaion of Syria, tiie ruin of Antioch, &c. are related in a 
full and regular series by Procopius^ (Persic, i. iit'c 5-1 i). Small 
collateral aid can be drawn from the orientals : yet not they, but D*- 
Herbelot himself, (p. 680), should blush, when he blames them for 
making Justinian and Kushinran contemporaries. On the geography 
of the seat of war, D*AnyilIe U'Euphrate et le Tigrc) is sufficient an^ 
wtisfectory. 
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CHAP. vamBbod wt his approach, disi^iiraited \mi 
the honour of victory ; and as he could nothf 
to establish his domiBioti, the Persiaa kingfe 
played in this inroad the mean and rapadonsviis 
oS a robben Hierapolis» Berthaea ot Akpp),A- 
pamea and Chalcis, were suoceasively bdepd; 
they redeemed their safety by a ransom of g(M 
or ^ver,proportioned to their respective ^ngtl 
and opulence ; and their new master enM 
without observing, the terms of capitolatm I 
ducated in the religion of the Magi» he exercised 
without remorse the lucrative trade of sacrile^; 
and, after stripping of its gold and gems, apiece 
pf the true cross, he g^ierously restored the naked 
relict to the devotion of the Christians of Apameii. 
Sitohl' No more than fourteen years had elapsed siwe 
Antioch was ruined by an earthquake; but the 
queen of the East, the new Theopotis, had \m 
raised from the ground by the liberality of M* 
iiian ; and ^he increasinggreatness of the buildup 
and the people already erased the memory of tbis 
recent disaster. On one side, the city was defend- 
ed by the mountain, on the other by the riverO- 
routes; but the most accessible part was com- 
manded by ^ supmor eminence: the p^F 
remedies were rejected, from the despicable 
fear of discovering its weakness to the eoe* 
my ; and Germanus, the emperor^s nephew, re- 
fused to trust his person and dignity witbiatle 
walls of a besieged city. The people of^' 
tioch had inherited the vain and satirical g^ 
nius of their ancestors: they were elated if ^ 
$udden reinforcement of six thousand 



.^ 



^key diadaiDcd ihe offers of aa may capitQlatioiir CB ap. 
and their intemperate damours insolted from the ^.^^^ 
ramparts the majesty of the great king. Under 
his eye the Persian myriads mounted with scaling* 
laAIers to the assault; the Roman mercenariesfled 
through the iqiposite gate of Daphne ; and the 
generous assistance of the youth of Antioch serr- 
ed odIj to aggravate the miseries of their coun* 
try. As Chosroes, attended by the ambassadors 
of Justinian, .was descending from the moun* 
tain, he affected, in a plaintive voice^ to deplore 
the obstinacy and ruin of that unhappy people ; 
but the slaughter still raged witli unrelenting 
fury ; and the city, at the command of a barba* 
rlan, was delivered to the flames. The cathe« 
dral of Antioch was indeed preserved by the ava* 
rice, not the piety, of the conqueror: a more 
honourable exemption was granted to the church 
of St. Julian, and the quarter of the town where 
the ambassadors resided; some distant streets 
were saved by the shifting of the wind, and the 
walls still subsisted to protect, and soon to betray, 
their new inhabitants. Fanaticism had defaced 
the ornaments of Daphne, but Chosroe^ breath- 
ed a purer air amidst her groves and fountains ; 
and some idolaters in bis train might sacrifice with 
impunity to the nymphs of that elegant retreat. 
Eighteen miles below Antioch, the river Orontes 
falls into the Mediterranean. The haughty Per^ 
sian visited the term of his conquests : and after 
bathing alone in the sea, he offered a solemn sacri-^ 
fice of thanksgiving to the sun, or rather to the 
creator of the sun, whom the Magi adored. If this 
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CHAI^;: Mi cfmpeatitkm offended the prejudices df the 
Sjrrians, thej wae pleased by the courteous and 
eyto eager attention with which he aanstedat the 
games of the circus ; and as Chosroes bad heard 
tibat the blue faction was espoused by the empe^ 
ror» his peremptory command secured tte vic- 
tory of the green charioteer. From the disdp- 
line of his camp the people derived more solid 
consolation ; and they interceded in vain for the 
life of a soldier who had too faithfiiUy copied 
the rapine ef the just Nu^irvan. At length, 
fatigued, though unsatiated, with the ^khI of 
Syria» he slowly moved to the Euphrates^ form- 
ed a temporary bridge in tlie neighbourhood of 
Barbalissus, and defined the space of tln^e days 
for the entire passage of his numerous host. After 
his return, he founded, at the distance of one day's 
journey from the palace of Ctesiphon, a new city,- 
which perpetuated the jointnamesofCliosroesand 
of Antioch. The Syrian captives recognised the 
ferm and situation of their native abodes : baths 
and a stately circus were constructed for their use ; 
ami a colony of musicians and ^charioteers revived 
in Assyria the pleasures of a Greek capital. By 
the munificence of the royal founder, a liberal 
allowance was assigned to these fortunate exiles; 
and they enjoyed the shigular privilege of bestow- 
ing freedom on the slaves whom they acknow- 
ledged as their kinsmen. Palestine, and the holy 
wealth of Jerusalem, were the next objects that 
attracted the ambition, or rather the avarice, of 
Chosroes. Constantinople, and the palace of the 
([^iaesars, no longer appeared impregnable or 
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remote; and his aHMriiig fiMicy already ooftroft chaf* 
Asia Minor with the troops, and tta? Bl»ck Sea J!!;^!:^ 
with the navies,-pf Persia* 

These hopes mgH have been ^^iw^t if tb^ ^Jfj^t Jt 
conqueror of Italy had not been seasonably recal* Mianrias* 
led to the defence of the East' While Chosroes ^ ^' ^^' 
pursued his ambitioiis designs on thecpa^ of tlH) 
Euxine^Belisarius^at the head of an armywithout 
payor discipline, encamped br^ond theEuphratesi^ 
within six miles 6f Nisibis. He meditated^ by ^ 
skilful (^ration, to draw the Persians from<iheirr 
impregnable citadel* and imjNroy ing his adva^^0g9 
in the field, either to intercept tbmr retreat, or 
perhaps to ^iter the gates with the flying bfifher^ 
rians. He advanced one day*s journey on the ter<^ 
ritories of Persia, rfjduced the fortress of ^9mi^ 
Fane, and s^ii the gor^iior, with eight bpi|^^ 
chosen horsemen, to serve t^e emp^f pr ip his Ita-. 
lian wars. He detached Aretlias and his Ar^s^ 
supported by twelve hvndred Rtyni^ps, to pass tbn 
Tigris, and to rav^pe th^ harvests of Assyria, § 
fruitf«i profrince, loqg ejc^mpt from the calamitief 
of wai:. But th^ plaupt pf ^Usaiips werf disc9n« 
carted by the }iptracta|^e spirit of Arethi|s, who 
neitlie]: returned to the camp, nor sent any intelU-r 
geoce of his mations. Th$ Roman general was 
fixed in anxious expectation to the same.^t; the 
time of action elapsed, the ardent sun of Mesopo« 
tamia inflamed with fevers the blood of hb Euro* 

' In the public Mstoiy of Prooopiiu, (Persic. L ii, c |6, IS* 19, $0^ 
^}y 24, 25, 26, 27 f 28) ; and, with some slight exceptions, we n^r 
i^eMonaUy shut our ears against the nialevolent wlrisper of tha Ane^^ 
^tes, (c 2p 3» with the Notes, as usual, of Akmannus), 
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CHAP, pete soldiers : aiid the .^tationftiy troops and of- 
^^"* fleers of Syria, aflfejtrted to tremble for the safety 



of their defenceless cities. Yet this diversion 
had already succeeded in forcing Ghosroes to re- 
turn with loss and precipitation; and if the skill 
of Belisarius had been seconded by discipline and 
i^lour, his success might have satisfied the san- 
guine wishes of the public, who required at his 
hands the conquest of Ctesipbon and the deliver- 
A. D. Sit. ance of the captives of Antioclh At the end of 
the campaign, he was recalled to Constantinople 
by an ungrateful court, but the dang^ts of the 
ensuing spring restored his confidence and com- 
mand ; and the hero, almost alone, was despatch- 
ed, with the speed of post-horses, to repel, by bis 
name and presence, the invasioii of Syria. He 
found the Roman generals, among whom was a 
niephew of Justinian, imprisoned by their fears 
in the fortifications of Hierapolis. But instead 
of listening to their timid counsels, Belisarius 
Miiimanded them to follow him toEuropus, where 
he had resolved to collect his forces, and to exe- 
cute whatever Gk>d should inspire him to acfhieve 
against the enetrijr. ' His firm^ attitude on the 
banks of the Euphrates restrained Chosroes from 
advancing towards Palestine ; and he received 
with art and dignity, the ambassadors, or rather 
spies, of the Persian monarch. The plain be* 
tween Hierapolis and the river was covered with 
the squadrons of cavalry, six thousand hunters tall 
and robust, who pursued their game without the 
apprehension of an enemy. On the opposite bank 
the ambassadors descried a thousand Armenian 
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horse» who appeared to guard the passage of the chap. 
Euphrates- The* tent of BeUsarius was of tbe ^^^;^ 
coarsest liBen, the simple equipnge of a wanricHr 
who disdained the luxury of the East. Around 
his tent, the nations who marched under his 
standard were arranged with "^skilful confusion. 
The Thracians and lUyrians were posted in the 
front, the Heruli and Goths in the centre ; the 
prospect was closed by the Moors and Vandals^ 
and their loose array seemed to multiply their 
numbers. Their dress was light and active; 
one soldier carried a whip, another a sword, a 
third a bow, a fourth perhaps a battle-axe, and . 
the whole picture exhibited the intrepidity of 
the troops and the vigilance of the general. 
Chosroes was deluded by the address, and awed 
by the genius, of the lieutenant of Justinian. 
Conscious of the merit, and ignorant of the forc^ 
of his antagonist, he dreaded a decisive battl? 
in a distant country, from whence not a Persian 
might return to relate the melancholy tale. The 
great king hastened to repass the Euphrates; 
and Belisarius pressed his retreat, by affecting 
to oppose a measure so salutary to the empire, 
and which could scarcely have been prevented 
by an anny of an hundred thousand men. Envy 
might suggest to ignorance and pride, that the 
public enemy had been suffered to escape : but 
the African and Gothic triumphs are less glorious 
than this safe and bloodless victory, in which nei<^ 
ther fortune, nor the valour of the soldiers^ cato 
subtract any part of the general's renown. The a. d. $43, 
second removal of Belisarius from the Persian ta 
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tkAt. tlie Italian war, revealed the extent (rf* his. per- 
^J^J^ Bonal merit, which had corrected or supplied the 
want of discipline and courage. Fifteen gener- 
als, without concert or skiU, led through the 
mountains of Armenia an army of thirty thou- 
sand Romans, inattentive to their »gnals, their 
ranks, and theur ensigns. Four thousand Persians, 
intrenched in the camp of Dubis, vanqubhed^ 
almost without a combat, this disordeiiy multi- 
tude; their useless arms were scattered along 
the road, and their horses sunk under the fatigue 
of their rapid flight. But the Arabs of the Ro- 
man party prevailed over their brethren ; the 
Armenians returned to their allegiance ; the 
cities of Dara and Edessa resisted a sudden as- 
sault and a regular siege, and the calamities of 
war were suspended by those of pestilem^e. A 
tacit or formd agreement between the two so- 
vereigns protected the tranquillity of the eastern 
frontier ; and the arms of Chosroes were confin- 
ed to the Colchian or Lazic war, which has been 
t60 minutely described by the historians of the 
times/ 
^^P- The extreme length of the Eiixine sea,* from 
CkbcM, Constantinople to the mouth of the Phasis, mar 

* Tho Lnic war, the contest of Rome and PersU oo the Pliasis, is 
tediously spun through many a page of Procopiua, (Persic X. ii, c. 15, 
ti, is, t9, 30 ; Gothic. 1. iv, c. 7-l«), and AgaAias, <I. ii, iii, and iv, 
p.S&^lS2, 141). 

* The Paiplui, or circumnavigation of the Euxine aea, was deacrifc- 

ed in Latin by Sallust, and in Greek by Arrian 1. The former work, 

wbidi no longer exlata, has been restored by the MgtUar diligence of 
M . de Brosses, first president of the parliament of Dijon, (Hist, de la 
BepuWique Bomai<ie, torn. U, 1. Ui, p. 199^299), who Venturas to as- 
sume 
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ht computed as a voyage of nine days, and a chap. 
measure of seven hundred miles. From the ^.^I^ 
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Iberian Caucasus, the most lofty and craggy Lazica, or 
mountains of Asia, that river descends with such ^^^^^ 
oblique vehemence, that, in a short space, it is 
traversed by one hundred and twenty bridges. 
Nor does 'the stream become placid and navl. 
gable, till it reaches the town of Sarapana, five 
days journ^ from the Cyrus, which flows from 
the same hills, but in' a contrary direction, to the 
Caspian lake. The proximity of these rivers 
have su^ested the practice, or at least the idea» 
of wafting the precious merchandise of India 
down the Oxus, over the Caspian, up the Cyrus, 
and with the current of thePhasis into theEuxine 
andMediterranean seas. As it successively collects 
the streams of the plain of Colchos, the Phasis 
moves with diminished speed, though aecumu* 
lated weight. At the mouth it is sixty fathom 
deep and half a league broad, but a small woody 
island is interposed in the midst of the channel : 
the water, so soon as it has deposited an earthy 
or metallic sediment, floats on the surface of the 
waves, and is no longer susceptible of corruption. 
In a course of one hundred miles, forty of which 
we navigable for large vessels, the Phasis divides 

rame the character of the Roman historian. His description of the 
fiazine is ingeniously formed of all the fragmenta of the original, and 
of ttf the Greeks and Latins whom Sallust might copy, or by whom 
^ might be copied ; and the merit of the execution atones for the 
vbimsical design. 2. The Periplus of Arrian is addressed to the em- 
peror Adrian, (in Geograph. Minor. Hudson, tom. i), and contaixtt 
whatever the governor of Pontus had seen, from Trebizond to Dios- 
curias ; whatever he bad heard from Dioscurias to the Danube ; md 
whatever h« knew from the Danube to TreWzand. 
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CHAP, the celebrated region of Colcbos,'' or Mingrelia,* 
XLiL ^iiich, on three sides» is fortified by the Iberian 
and Armenian mountains, and whose maritime 
coast extends about two hundred miles^ from 
the neighbourhood of Trebizond to Dioscurias, 
and the confines of Circassia. Both the soil 
and climate are relaxed hj excessive moisture : 
twenty-eight rivers, besides the Phasis and his 
dependent streams, convey their waters to the 
sea ; and the hoUowness of the ground appears 
to indicate the subterraneous channels between 
the Ettxine and the Caspian. In the fields 
where wheat or barley is sown, the earth is too 
soft to sustain the action of the plough ; but the 
gom, a small grain not unlike the millet or cori- 
ander seed, supplies the ordinary food* of the 
people ; and the use of bread is confined to the 
prince and his nobles. Yet the viptage is more 
plentiful thap the harvest; and the bulk (tf the 
stems, aswell as the quality of thewine,displaythe 
unassisted powers of nature. The same powers 
continually tend to overshadow the face of the 

" Bondes the many oecasional hints from the poets^ hiatoriaos, &£. 
of antiquity, we may consult the geographical descriptions of Colchos, 
by Strabo, (1. zi, p. 70O*765)» and PUoy, (Hist. Natur. vi, 5, 19* Ac.). 

* I shall quote, and hav« used three modern descriptions of Mia- 
grelia and the adjacent eountries. 1. Of the P^re Arehuigeli Lambertl, 
(Relations de The^enot, part i, p. 31-52, with a map), who has all 
the knowledge and prejudices of a missionary. 2. Of Chardin, (Voyag- 
es en Perse, torn. U p. 54, d8-l68)s his observations are judicious; 
and his own adventures in the country are still more instructive than 
his observations. 3. Of f^eyssonnel, (Observations sur les Peuples 
Barbares, p. 49, 50, 51, 58, 62, 64, 65, 71, 5u*. and a more recent 
treatise. Stir le Commerce de la Mer Noire, tom. il, p. 1-53) : be had 
long resided at Caffa, as consul of France ; and Eia erudition is Uss 
▼aluable than his e^i^edence. 
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countiy with thick forests ; the timber of the hills, chap. 
and the flax of the plains, cootribute to the abun* ^^^l"'^^ 
dance of naval stores ; the wild and tame ani- 
mals, the horse, the ox, and the hog, are remark- 
alilj prolific, and the name of the pheasant is ex- 
pressive of his native habitation on the banks of 
the Phasis* The gold-mines to the south of 
Trebizond^. which are still worked with sufficient 
profit, were a subject of national dispute between 
Justinian and Chosroes ; and it is not unreason- 
able to believe, that a vein of precious metal 
may be equally diffused through the circle of the 
hills, although these secret treasures are neglect- 
ed by the laziness, or concealed by the prudence, 
of the Mingrelians. The \i'aters, impregnated 
with particles of gold, are carefully strained 
through sheep-skins or fleeces ; but this expe- 
dient, thb ground-work perhaps of a marvellous 
fable, affords a faint image of the wealth extract- 
ed from a virgin earth by the power and indus:* 
try of ancient kings. Their silver palaces anjii 
golden chambers surpass our belief; but the fame 
of their riphes is said to have excited the en- 
terprising avarice of the Argonauts/ Tradi- 
tion has aflarmed, with some colour pf reason, 
thatEgypt planted on the Phasis a learned and po- 
lite cdony,' which manufactured linen, built na- 

^ Pliny, Hist. Natur. h xzxiii, 15, Tlie gold and nilver mints of 
Colchos attracted the Argonauts, (Strab. 1. i, p. 77). The sogacioufi 
Chardin CQuld find no gold in mines, rivers, or elsewhere. Yet a Min- 
grelian lost his hand and foot for shewing some specimens at Constan* 
tinople of natiYe gold* 

* Herodot 1. ii, c. 104, 105, p. 150, 151^ Diodor. SieuL 4. 4, p. S3, 
«<iit. Wesseling ; Dionys. Perieget. 689, and KusUth. ad loc. Scholia?!^ 
td ApoUonium Argonaut. L iv, 28S-291, 
VOL, vir Y 
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CHAf. vies, and invented geographical maps. Theic* 
JfJ^!^x* genuity of the moderns has peopled, with k 
rishing cities and nations, the isthmus betwea 
the Euxine and the Caspian ;• and a lively write 
observing the resemblance of climate, sxni'mk 
apprehension, of trade, has not hesitated to pro- 
nounce Colchos the Holland of antiquity.^ 
Muiicrtof But the riches of Colchos shine only throiiji 

the nativci. , 

the darkness of conjecture or tradition; andiii 
genuine history presents an uniform scene 
rudeness and poverty. If one hundred and tbirtf 
languages were spoken in the market ofttos- 
curias,* they were the imperfect idioms of so 
many savage tribes or families, sequestered fom 
each other in the valleys of mount Caucasus 
and their separation, which diminished tbe iin- 
portance, must have multiplied the number, << 
their rustic capitals. In the present stated 
Mingrelia, a village is an assemblage of bute 
within a wooden fence ; the foi:tresses arc seat 
ed in the depths of forests ; the princely towB 
of Cyta, or Cotatis, consists of two hui 
houses, and a stone-edifice appertains only tote 
magnificence of kings. Twelve ships from 0^ 
stantinople, and about sixty barks, laden y^ith H^ 

* Montewiiueu, Etprit des Loix, 1. xxi, c. 6. L'lsthme *>'<^^ 
de vUlet et natioo* qui neiblit pliU. 

^ Bougainville, Memoires de rAcademie des IntdriptJoBS* toin^^' 
p. 33, on the African voyage of Hanno and the commerce of tft^l"^' 

« A Greek hittorian, Timoathenet, had aSrmed, in can <^ '^ 
disaimilibus linguis descendert ; and the modest PJiny isconttnlto w 
et a postea a nostris cxxx interpretibus negotfa ibi geitSf (vi» ^i ^ 
^fordli nun« deserta eov«r a multitude of past fictions. 
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lits of industry, annudlly cast anchor on the chap* 
ast ; and the list of Colchian exports is much ^^t*"',* 
creased, since the natives had only slaves and 
des to offer in exchange for the corn and salt 
hich they purchased from the subjects of Jus« 
lian. Not a vestige can be found of the art, 
e knowledge, or the navigation, of the ancient 
olchians : few Greeks desired or dared to pur- 
le the footsteps of the Argonauts; and even the 
arks of an Egyptian colony are lost on a near- 
' approach. The rite of circumcision is prac* 
3ed only by the Mahometans of the Euxine; and 
le curled hair and swarthy complexion of Afri- 
i no longer disfigure the most perfect of the hu- 
lan race. It is in the adjacent climates of 
eorgia, Mingrelia, and Circassia, that nature 
as placed, at least to our eyes, the model of 
sauty, in the shape of the limbs, the colour of 
le skin, the symmetry of the features, and theex- 
ression of the countenance.** According to the 
estinationof the two sexes, the men seemed form- 
i f6r action, the women for love; and the perpe- 
iial supply of females from mount Caucasus has 
urified the blood, and improved the breed, of the 
duthem nations of Asia. The proper district of 
f ingrelia, a portion only of the ancient Colchos, 
as long sustained an exportation of twelve thou- 
and slaves. The number of prisoners or crimi'* 
lals would be inadequate to the annual demand; 

* BufTon (HUt Nat. torn, iii, p. 4aS-43t) coUtcts the unanimous 
ulTrage of naturalists and travellers, tf^ in the time ef Herodotus, 
liey were in truth fMXmyxc*f and «X0c^/;^i$, (and he had oh^erved 
hem with care), this precious fact is an example of the i^fluenee of 
I'mate on ^ fbre^ coMojr. 

y2 
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CHAP, but the common people are in a state of servi- 
J!^lU« tude to their lonls; the exercise of fraud or r 
pine is unpunished in a lawless conununity.aol 
the market is continually replenished by the a- 
buse of civil and paternal authority. SiaAi 
trade,* whicli reduces the human species totite 
level of cattle, may tend to encourage marriage 
and population ; since the multitude of ehildreii 
enriches their sordid and inhuman parent But 
this source of impure wealth must inevibtij 
poison the national manners, (illiterate themse 
of honour and virtue, and almost extingoisli^ 
instincts of nature ; the Christians of Georgia 
and Mingrelia are the most dissolute of mr 
kind ; and their children, who, in a tender age, 
are sold into foreign slavery, hare alreaiy 
learnt to imitate tl>e rapine of the fetha: d 
the prostitution of the mother. Yet, amidst k 
rudest ignorance, the untaught natives discoTW 
a singular dexterity both of mind and hand; aiwi 
although the want of union and discipline exposes 
them to their more powerful neighbours, a bold 
and intrepid spirit has animated the Colchiansfll 
every age. In the host of Xerxes^ they served 
on foot ; and their arms were, a dagger or aja^ 
yelin, a wooden casque, and a buckler of rawhides 
But in their own country the use of cavalry ba? 
more generally prevailed: the meanest of tbepc*^ 
sants disdain to walk; the martial nobles are pos* 

* The Mingrdian ambsisador arrived at C9nstanfinepie wRh t«^ 
hundred persons ; but he ate /toldj them day by day, till hisre^* 
was dixvinished to a secretary and two valets, (Tavemier> ton. ii f" 
3^). To pur^rbase bis mistress, a Mingrelian gentleman soU ^^ 
prksts and ^ wife to tht Turks, (Chardiiv, toao^ i, p. 66). 
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sessed, perhaps, of two hundred horses ; and cha!*. 
above five thousand are numbered in the train of 
the prince of Mingrelia. The Colchian govern- 
ment has been always a pure and hei^editary 
kingdom ; and the authority of the sovereign is 
only restrained by the turbulence of his subjects. 
Whenever they were obedient, he could lead m 
numerous army into the field ; buf some faith is 
requisite to believe, that the single tribe of the 
Suauans was composed of two hundred thousand 
soldiers, or that the population of Mingrelia now 
amounts to four millions of inhabitants/ 

It was the boast of the Colchians, that their Revoiu- 
ahcestors had checked the victories of Sesostris; coicLo«j 
and the defeat of the Egyptian is less incredible 
than his successful progress, as far as the foot of 
mount Caucasus. They sunk, without any me- 
morable effort, under the arms of CyrUs ; follow^ 
ed in distant wars the standard of the great kingi 
and {Nresented him every fifth year with one 
hundred boys, and as many virgins, - the fairest "nder the 
produce of the land.* Yet he accepted this before 
gift like the gold and ebony of India, the frank- ^»*"»^*o^« 
incense of the Arabs, or the negroes and ivory 
of ^hiopia : the Colchians were not subject 
to the dominion of a satrap, and they continued 
to enjoy the name as well as substance of na- 

' Strabo, 1. xi, p. 765, Lamberti, Relation de !a 31ingrelie. Yet we 
must avoid tbe contrary extreme ofChardin, who allows no more than 
10,090 inhabitants to supply an annual exportation of 12,000 slaves i 
an absurdity unworthy of that judicious traveller. 
' * He^odot. 1. Ki, c. 97, See, in 1. Tii, c. 79, their arms and Fetvice 
Tn the expedition of Xerxes against Greece. 

y8 
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CHAP, tional independence.'' After the fall of the 
^!tlit^ P^rsiaa empire, Mithridates, king of Pontus, 
added Colchos to the wide circle of hia domi- 
nions on the Euxine ; and when the natives {nre- 
sumed to request that his son might re^'over 
them, he bound the ambitious youth in diains 
of gold, and delegated a servant in his ^ace. 
under the jq ^j^ pursuit of Mithridatcs, the RomsM ad- 
before vanced to the banks of the Pbasis, and fbm 
galleys ascended the river tiH Uiey reached the 
camp of Pompey and bis legions.^ Bat the 
senate, and aftenvards the emperors, disdained 
to reduce that distant and useless eotiquest into 
the form o( a province. The family of a Gi^ 
rhetorician was permitted to r€«gn in CMehos 
and the adjacent kingdoms, from the titoe of 
Mark Antony to that of N«ro ; and after the race 
of Polemo^ was extinct, the east^*nPontu$, which . 
preserved his name, extended no forther.thim the 
n^hbourhood ofTrebizond. Beyond tiiese limits 
the fortifications of Hyssus, of Apsarus, of the 

^ Xetophoii, who had: ^neoinitered tha Colcliia&s in Us retrekt, 

(AnabasU, 1. if, p. 320, 343, 3V8, edit. Hutchloson i and Foster's 
Dissertation, p. 53-5S, in Spelinan*s English version, vol. ii), style^r 
tbcm m9r9f0f$4u Before €h& conquest of Mithridates, th^ are nam* 
ed hy Appian itf»s ttfUfiatK, (de BelL Mithridatico, c. 15, torn, i, p« 
661, of the last and bci^t edition, by John Schweighseuser, Lipsia>, 
17S5, 3 iwls. large ooUve). 

* The conquest of Colchos by Mithridates and Pompey, is marked 
by Appian, cde Bell. Mithridat.), and Plutarch, (in Vit. Fomii.). 

^ We may trace the rise and fall of the family of Pelemo,in Strabo, 
(L xi, p. 7^; 1. xii, p. 867) « Dion Caasiua or Xiphilin, (p. 5S8, 5d3, 
601, 719, 754., 915, 946, edit. Beimer); Suetonins, Qn Herotuc 18; 
Id Vespasian, c. 8) ; Eutropius, (vii, 14^ ; Josephug, (Antiq. Judaic. 
1. XX, c 7, p. 970, ediu Havcrcamp), and EuseUu4» (Chron. with 
3cal}g«r, Animadvers. p. 196). ^ 
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Phasis^ of Dioscurias or Sebastopolist and of Pi- chap. 
tyus, were guarded by sufficient detachnients of ^^ ^ "^\^ 
horse and foot; and six princes of Colclios re- 
ceived tbeir diadems from the lieutenants of 
Csesar. One of these lieutenants, the eloquent vwt of 
and philosophic Arrian, surveyed, and hasde- a.d. iso. 
scribed, the Euxine coast, under the reign of 
Hadrian* The garrison which he reviewed at the 
inoath.of tl^e Pb^is, consisted of four hundred 
chosen legionaries; the brick-walls. and towan^ 
the double ditcb» and the military engines on 
the rampart, rendered this place inaccessible to 
the bfurbiMriluis ; but the new suburbs, whkh had 
beeabuiltby tbemercbtots and veterans, required, 
in tb($ opinion c^Arrian, some external ddfence*^ 
As tbe.istjrength of the empire was graduaMy im<> 
paired, the Romras stationed on the Pliasis, were 
either withdrawn or expelled ; and the tribe of 
the Lasi,"^ whose posterity speak a foreign dia« 
lect, and inh(riiit the sea^oast of Trdbizond, im- 
posed their name and dominion . on the ancient 
kingdom of Colchos. Their independence was 
soon invaded by a formidable neighbour, who had 
acquired, by arms and treaties, the sovereignty of 
Iberia. The dependent king of Lazica receiv- 

' lo the tinre of Procopius, there were no RoixiaA forts on the Phasic 
f ityus and Sebastopolis were evacuated on the rumour of the Persians, 
(Goth. 1. ir, c .4) ; but the latter was afterwards restored by Justinian* 
(de Edif. L iv, c. 7). 

"* In the time of Pliny» Arrian, and Ptolemy, the Laxiwere a par- 
ticular tribe on the northern skirts of Colchos, (Cellarius, Geograph. 
Antiq. tam. ii, p. 322). In the age of Justinian, ihey spread, or at 
least reigned, over the whole country. At present they have migrat- 
^ along the coast towards Trebisond, and compose a rude sea- 
faring people, with a peculiar language, (Chardln, p. U9. Pcyssond, 
p. 04). 
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ed i his sceptre at the hands of the Persian 
monarchy and the 'Successors of Constantiiie ac- 
quiesced irithis injurious claim) wiiich was proud^ 
Ij urgied as a right of immemorial prescription* 
convereion In the beginning of the sixth century, their in- 
A.*D. &u' floence was restored by the introduction of Chrsti- 
anily, which the Mingrelians still pFofess with be- 
coming zeal, without understandingthedoctrines^ 
or observing the precepts, of their religion. After 
the decease of his father, Zathus was exatted to 
there^ dignity by the favour of the great king; 
but tbe pious youth abhorred the cef enioaies of 
the Magi) and sought, in the palace of Constan- 
tinople, an orthodox baptism, a noble wife, and 
the alliance of the emper<»r Justin. The king of 
Lazica was solemnly invested with the <&aden), 
and his cloak and tunic of white sHk5 with a gold 
border, di^layod, ih rich embroidery, the figure 
of hia new patron \ who sootbod iht jeakifeisy of 
ihe jPcrsian^court, and^exciisedthenevoitof Col- 
tims, by t|ie venerable names 6f hospitality and 
religionr. The common' interests of both empires 
Imposed on the Colchians tfaie duty of guarding 
the passes of mount Caucasus, wh^pc a wall of 
sixty niiles is how defended by the monthly serr- 
ice of the musqueteers of of Mingrelia.'' 
Revcit • i^ut this hohourable connection was soon cor- 
pcntance .ruptcd by the Evaricc and ambitibn of the Romans. 

i)f the . ' 

' ■ » John Malala, Chron. torn, ii, p. 134-137. Theophanes, p. 144. 
Hist. MisceU. V, xv, p; 100. The fafct is iuthentic, but the dMe seems 
too recent. In speaking of their Persian alUance, the Lazf cooteifa- 
porancs of Justinian employ the most obsolete wordsl-iv yfmfiftMn 
ftffifntettt w^«ydM<, &c. • Could they belong to a connecticn which hail 
not been dissolved aboYC twen^ years? . ■ ■> 
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Degraded from the rank of allies, the Lazi were cnxt. 
incessantly reminded, by words and actions, of ,,^^,^^,-. 
their dependent state. At the distance of a a. d. 542- 
day^s journey beyond the Apsarus, they beheld ^^ 
the rising fortress of Petra,° which command- 
ed the maritime country to the south of the 
Phasis. Instead of being protected by the va- 
lour, C!olcbos was insulted by the licentiousness, 
of foreign ma*cenaries ; the benefits of com- 
merce were converted into base and vexatious 
monopoly ; and Gubazes, the native prince, was 
reduced to a pageant of realty, by the superior 
influence of the officers of Justinian. Disappoint- 
ed in their expectations of Christian virtue, the 
mdignimt • Lazi reposed some confidence in the 
justioeofadui^bdiever. Aiter a private assurance 
Hiat their ambassador should not be delivered to 
the Romans, they publicly solicited the friendship 
and aid of Chosroes, The sagacious monarch 
instantly disoemed the use add importance of Cof- 
chos; and meditated apian of conquest, which was 
renewed at the end of a thousand years by Shah 
Abbtts, the wisest and most powerful of his sue- 
cessors.^ His ambition was fired by the liope of 
launching aPersian navy from the Phasis, of cotii- 
inanding the trade and navigation of the Euxine 

• The sole vestige of Petra subsists lo the writings of Procopins a^d 
Agathios. Most of the towns and castles of Lazka may be found by 
compairing their ncmes and position wi(h the map of MingreHa, in 
Lamberti. . ' 

p See the amusing letters of Pietro della Valle, the Roman travel- 
ler, (Viagg!, torn, ii, 207, 209, 213, 215, 266, 296, 300; torn, iiil 
p. $^ 127). In the years 1618, 1619, and 1620, -he conversed MritH 
Shah Abbas, and strongly encouraged %. design which might ha^f 
united Persia and Europe against their ccmmoh enemy the Turk. 
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SCO* 0t dMolatiog the coast of Pontus and ISiif 
ma, of distretsii^, perhaps of attackuig> Co&stft 
tinople^ and of persuading the barbaiians of & 
rope to second his arms and counsels agidnstik 
common enemy of mankind. Under the pi» 
tcnce of a Scythian war, he silently ledhistnop^ I 
to the frontiers of Iberis ; the Colchian gaii& 
were prepared to conduct them througi tk 
woods and along the precipices of mount Ca>| 
casus; and a narrow path was laboriousiyfom- 
cd into a safe and spacious highway, fortheDuni 
of cavalry, and even of elephants. Gubansbid 
his person and diadem at the feet of theldogtf 
Persia ; his Colchians imitated the submisaoiirf 
their prince ; and after the walls of Petraiuul 
been shaken, the Roman garrison preventeL 
by a capitulation, the impending fury of the h& 
assault. But the Lazi soon discoveredi fi^ 
their impatience had urged them to choose a& 
evil more intolerably than th^ cnUuiuties wkidi 
they strove to escape. The monopoly of salt 
and com was effectually removed by the ^^ 
those valuable commodities. The autborit/i' 
a Roman legislator was succeeded by the pri^ 
of pn wiental despot, who beheld, with equal (li^ 
dain, the slaves whom he- had exalted, andtke 
kings whom he had humbled before the footstool 
of his throne. The adoration of fire was intw- 
duced into Colchos by the zeal of the Magi: 4^ 
intolerant spirit provoked the fervour of a Cbiist^ 
people ; and the prejudice of nature or education 
was wounded by the impious practice of exp^^ 
the dead bodies of their parents, on the 
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of a lofty tower, to the crows and vultures of the chap. 
air.* Conscious of the increasing hatred, which ^J^i^*^ 
retarded the execution of his great designs, the 
just Nushirvan had secretly given orders to as- 
sassinate the king of the Lazi, to transplant the 
people ioto some distant land, and to fix a faith- 
ful and warlike colony on the banks of the Pha- 
sis. The watchful jealousy of the Colchians 
foresaw and aveit^d the approaching ruin. Their 
repentance was accept^ at Constantinople by 
the prudence, rather tbah the clemency, of Jus- 
tinian; and he commaiMied Dagisteus, with 
seven thousand Rbmans, and one thousand of 
the Zani, to expel the Persians from the coast 
oftheEuxine. 

The siege of Petra, which the Roman ge-Si«geoi; 
neral, with the aid of the Lazi, immediately un- jJa*5i9- 
dertodc, is one of the most remarkable actions ^^- 
Qf the age- The city was seated on a craggy 
rode, whidi hung over the sea, and communicat- 
ed by a steep and narrow path with the land. 
Since the approadi was difficult, the attack might 
be deemed impossible; the Persian conqueror 
had strengthened the fortifications of Justinian ; 
and the places least inaccessible were covered by 
additional bulwarks. In this important fortress, 
the v%ilance of Chosroes had deposited a maga- 
zine of offensive and defensive arms, sufficient 
for five times the number, not only of the garri- 

' See Herodotus, (!• i» c» 1^» ?• C9)» ^^o sjjeaks with diffidence ; 
Urdier, (torn, i, p. 399-401, Notes aur Herodote) ; Procopius, (Per- 
^c L i« c 11), and Ag>thi«>, (LU,p- 61, C2). This pnctice, agree. 
able to the Zcndavesta, (Hyde, de Relig. Pers. c. 34, fi. 414-421), 
^onstntcs that the burial of the Persian kings, (Xenopbon. Cyro* 
pod- L ¥iii, pL 656), r$ ymf rsrv fmnmfmnfaf rurfyy fax^wmi, is a 
Greek &tieii« and that theh: tomhs could be no more thao c9enotaphs« 
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CHAP, son, but of the besiegers themsdves. Tbe stock 
xLiL Qf flour and salt provisions was aidequate to the 
consumption of five years ; the want of wine was 
supplied by vinegar, and of grain from whence a 
strong liquor was extracted ; and a triple aque- 
duct eluded the diligence, and even the suspi- 
cions, of the enemy. But the firmest defence of 
Petra was placed in the valour of fift^n hun- 
dred Persians, who resisted the assaults of the 
Romans, whilst, in a softer vein of earth, a mine 
was secretly perforated/ The wall, supported 
by slender and temporary props, hung tottering 
131 the air ; but Dagisteus delayed the attack till 
he had secured a specific recompence ; and the 
town was relieved before the return of his mes- 
senger from Constahtiftople. The Persian gar- 
rison was reduced to four hundred oien^ of whom 
no more than fifty Aviere exempt frccm slckni^sor 
wounds ; yet such had been their inflexible per- 
severance, that they concealed tbeik' losses from 
the enemy, by enduring, without a murmur, the 
sight and putrifying stench of 3;be -dead todies of 
their eleven hundred companions^ After their 
deliverance, the breaches were hastily stopiped 
With sand-]^g9 ; the mine was ne{^ni^ed with 
earth ; a new wall was ^erected on a frame of 
sulistantial timber ; and a fresh ganrison of three 
thousand men W93 stationed' at Petra, to sustain 
the labours of a second mge. The operatimis, 
both of the attack and defence, were conducted 
with skilful obstinacy ; and each party derived 
useful lessons from the experience of their past 
faults. A battering ram was invented, of light 
ronstruction and powerful effect ; it was trans- 
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ported tind worked by the hands oif f6rty soU ,ghap.* 
diers ; and as the stones were loosened by its re-, ^^^";^ 
peated strokes, they were torn with long iron 
books from the wall. From those walls, a shower 
of darts was incessandy poured on the heads of 
the assailants, but they were most dangerously 
annoyed by a fiery composition of sulphur and 
bitumen, whidi in Colchos might with some pro- 
priety be named the oil of Medea. Of six thou- 
sand Romans who mounted the scaling-ladders, 
their general* Bessas, was 'the first, a gallant ve- 
teran of seventy years of age : the courage of 
their leader, his fall, and extreme danger, aau 
mated the irresistible .effort of his troops ; and 
their prevailing numbers oppressed the strength, 
without subduihg^ the sjNrit, of the Persian gar^ 
rison. The fate of these valiant men deserves t» 
be more distinctly noticed. Seven hundred had 
perished in the siege, two thousand three hun* 
dred survived to defend the breach. One thou- 
sand and seventy were destroyed with fire and 
sword in the last assault ; and if seven hundred 
and tliirty were made pri^ners, only eigl^teen 
among them were found without the marks of 
honourable wounds. The remaining five hun-- 
dred escaped into the citadel, which they main- 
tjuned without any hopes of relirf, rejecting the 
fairest terms of capitulation and siervice, till they 
were lost in the flames. They died in obedience 
to the commands of their prince; and such ex- 
amples of loyalty and valour might excite their 
countrymen to deeds of equal despair and more 
prosperous event. The instant demolition of the 
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CHAP, works of Pkreta omfessed the astonishment d 

^ ^'^ ^;^ apprehension of the cbnqueror. 
The Co]. A Spartan would have praised and pitiedtte 

chiEn or virtue of these heroic slaves ; but the tediouswB 

Laste war, 1 »* 

A. D. M9. fmre and alternate success of the Roman and Per* 
^^ sian arms cannot detain the attention of posteiitf 
at the foot of mount Caucasus. The advanta^ 
obtained by the troops of Justinian were more&e- 
quent and splendid ; but the forces of tbe great 
king were continuallj supplied, till they mm\- 
ed to eight elephants and seventy thousaiK/w 
including twelve thousand Scythian alte,^d 
above three thousand Dilemites, who descM 
by their free choice from the hills of Hyrcania,aiiJ 
were equally formidable in close or in distant coiC' 
bat. The siege of Archaeopolis, a name m\ 
or corrupted by the Greeks, was raised with sot 
loss and precipitation ; but the I^ersians occup^ 
the passes of Iberia : Colchos was enslaved k 
their forts and garrisons; they devoured tk 
scanty sustenance of the people ; and the p 
of the Lazl iBed into the mountains. In t!ie 
Rom^n camp faith and discipline were nnknou 
and the independent leaders, who were investd 
with equal power, disputed with each other tie 
pre-eminence of vice and corruption. The Per 
sians followed, without a murmur, the command 
of a single chief, who implicitly obeyed the is- 
structions of their supreme lord. Their genen! 
was distinguished among the heroes of theEa?t 
by his wisdom in council, and his valour in* 
field. The advanced age of Mermeroes, andtbf 
lameness of both his feet, could not dimmish t^^ 
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activity of his mind, or evei^ of his body; wd oh a p. 



whilst be was carried in a litter in the front of 



battle, he inspired terror to the enemy, and a 
just confidence to the troops, who, under his ban* 
ners, were always successful. After his deaths 
the command devolved to Nacoragan, a proud 
satrap, who, in conference with the imperial 
chiefs, had presumed to declare that he disposed 
of victory as absolutely as of the ring on his finger. 
Such presumption was the natural cause and fore- 
runner of a shameful defeat. The Romans had 
been gradually repulsed to the edge of the sea- 
shore; and their last camp, on the ruins of the 
Grecian colony of Phasis, was defended on all 
sides by strong intrenchments, the river, the 
Euxine, and a fleet of galleys. Despair united 
their counsels and invigorated their arms ; they 
witl^stood the assault of the Persians ; and the 
flight of Nacoragan preceded or followed th<i 
slaughter of ten thousand of his bravest soldiers. 
He escaped from the Romans to fall into the 
hands of an unforgiving master, who severely 
chastised the error of his own choice ; the un» 
fortunate general was flayed alive, and his skin, 
stuffed into the human form, was exposed on a 
mountain: ^ dreadful warning to those who 
might hereafter be intrusted with the fame and 
fortune of Persia.*^ Yet the prudence of Chosroes 
insensibly relinquished the prosecution of tlie 
Colchian war, in the just persuasion that it is 

• The punisliinent of flayitig slive could not be introduced into Per- 
sia by Sapor, (Brison de JUgn. Ten. I. U, p, 57S), nor could it be 
copied from the foolish tale of Marsyas the Phrygian piper, most faol- 
Khly quoted as^ precf«efit by AgathiM^ 0* iv, p. 132, 133). 
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imAP. impossible to reduce, or, at least, to hold a distant 
^^y^ country against the wishes and eflforts of its in- 
"" habitants. The fidelity of Gubazes sustained the 
most rigorous trials. He patiently endured the 
hardships of a savage life».and rejected, with dis- 
dain, the specious temptations of the Persian 
court. The king of the Laai had been educated 
in the Christian religion ; his mother was the 
daughter of a senator ; during his youth, he had 
served ten years a silentiary of the Byzantine pa- 
lace,' and the arrears of an unpaid salary were 
a motive of attachment as well as of complaint. 
But the long continuance of his sufferir^ extort- 
ed from him a naked representation of the truth ; 
and truth was an unpardonable libel on the lieu- 
tenants of Justinian, who, amidst the delays of 
a ruinous war, had spared his enemies, and 
trampled on his allies. Their malicious informa- 
tion persuaded the emperor, that his faithless 
vassal already meditated a second defection : an 
order was issued to send him prisoner to Con- 
stantinople ; a treacherous clause was inserted, 
that he might be lawfully killed in case of resist- 
ance ; and Gubazes, without arms, or suspicion of 
danger, was stabbed in the security of a friendly 
int^view. In the first moments of rage and de- 
spiair,.the Colchians would have sacrificed their 
countiy and religion to the gratification of re-r 
venge. But the authority and eloquence of the 

* In the palace of Constantinople there were thirty silentianes, who 
are styled hastati ante fores cubiculi, ms ^iyns tTirmrm*^ an honour- 
able title, which conferred tlie rank, without imposing the duties, of 
a senator, (Cod. TUeodos. J. vi, tit. 23. Gothofred. Comment, torn, ii, 
1>. 1?9). 
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wiser few, obtained a salutary pause : the victory c h a?. 
of the Phasis restored the terror of the Roman ^^^^' 
arms, and the emperor was solicitous to absolve 
his own name from the imputation of so foul amur- 
der, A judge of senatorial railk was commissi- 
oned to inquire into the conduct and death of the 
king of the Lazi. He ascended a stately tribunal, 
encompassed by the ministers of justice and pu* 
nishment: in the presence^ of both nations, this ex- 
traordinary cause was pleaded, according to the 
forms of civil jurisprudence, and some satisfaction 
was granted to an iiyured people, by the sentence 
and execution of the meaner criminals.* 

In peace, the king of Persia continually sought ^egotia* 
the pretences of a rupture ; but no sooner had he treaties 
taken up arms^ than he expressed his desire of a J^^J^^^jJ^^ 
safe and honourable treaty^ During the fiercest and chos*^ 
hostilities, the two monarchs entertained a deceit- aTS. 540- 
ful negotiation ; and ^^uch was the superiority of ^^^* 
Chosroes, that whilst he treated the Roman minis- 
ters with insolence and contempt, he obtained the 
most unprecedented honours for his own ami)as- 
sadors at the imperial court. The successorof Cy- 
rus assumed the majesty of the eastern sun, and 
graciously permitted his younger brother Justinian 
to reign over the west, with the pale and reflect- 
ed splendour of the moon. This gigantic style 
was supported by the pomp and eloquence of Isdi- • 
gune, one of the royal chamberlains. His wife and 

* On these judicial orations, Agatiiias (1. iii, p. 81-80 ; 1. iv, p* 
108-119) lavishes eighteen or twenty pages of false and florid rhe- 
toric. His ignorance or carelessness overlooks the strongest argil* 
ment against the king of Lazir.i'— his former revolt. 
VOL. VII. . Z 
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CHAP, daughters, with a tram of etmuclis and tsaskth, 
.^^."*.. attended the inarch of the ambassador : two sa- 
traps with golden diadems ^er^ ntn&bered a- 
mong his followers : he was guarded by fi*e hun- 
dred horse, the most valiant of the Persians * 
and the Roman governor of Dara wisety refused 
to admit more than twenty of this martial afid 
hostile t-araVan. When Isdigune had sahited the 
cmpcfor, and delivered his presents, he passed 
ten months at Constantinople without discilssing 
uny serious affairs. Instead of being confined to 
?HS palace, and receiving food and water from 
the hands of his keepers, the Persian ambassadOT, 
without spies or guards, was allowed to visit the 
4'apital ; and the freedoiti of conversation and 
trade enjoyed by his domestics offended the pre- 
judices of an age, which rigorously practised the 
law of nations, without confidence or courtesy.* 
By an unexampled indulgence, his interpreter, 
a servant below the notice of a Roman magis- 
trate, was seated, at the table of Justinian, by 
the side of his master ; and one thousand pounds 
of gold might be assigned for the expence of his 
journey and entertainment. Yet the repeated 
labours of Isdigune could procure only a partial | 
(md imperfect truce, which was always purchas- 
ed with the treasures, aiul renewed at the solicit- 
ation, of the Byzantine court. Many years of 
fruitless desolation elapsed before Justinian and j 

" Procopiut represents the practice of the Gothic court of RavenDa, 
(Goth. 1. i, c. 7) ; and foreign ambassadors have been treated with 
the sutne jealousy and rigour in Turkey, (Busbequins, epist. iti, f . 
149, S42, &e.), Russia, (Voyage d^Olearius), and China, (Narrative 
mC M» de Lange, in Bell's TraveU, ^1.4i, p. 199-311). 
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Chdsfbfe^ wtte tattipelled, by imitual lassitude^ chak 
to cottsult the ife]|)ode of tbeif declimng age. At ^^^ 
a ecttifer^hce hfeM atk iht frontier, eadi party, 
witkftit e^pectiftg to gahi credit, displayed the 
power, thejtrtttecf, and the pacific intentions of 
fteif r^isjiecf ive sbvfeffeigns ; but necessity and 
iftterest dictarted the ti*e4ty of peace, which wad 
concluded for a t6rm of fifty years, diligently 
composed itf the Gi'eek ^nd Persian language, 
atMl tftfestt^ by the iieah of twelve interpreters. 
The liberty of commerce aftd rdigion ^as fixed 
and defiMd ; the allies of the emperor' and the 
great king were included itt the same benefits 
and citations ; aid the most scrupulous pre- 
cautions were provided to prevent or determine 
the accidental disputes titat might arise on the 
confincfs of two hostile nations. After twenty 
yeai^s of destructive though feeble waf, the li- 
mits still remained without alteration; and Cho^- 
roes was persuaded to renounce his daiigefou^ 
claim to the pos^ssion or sovereignty of Colchos 
and its dependent states. Itich in the accumu- 
lated treasures of the East, he extorted from the 
Rctnans an annual payment of thirty thousand 
pieces of gold ; and the smallness of the sum . 
revealed the disgrace of a tribute in its naked de- 
fotmity. In a previous debate, the chariot of Se- 
sostris, and the wheel of fDttuhe, were applied by 
Qneoftheministersof Justinian, whoobserved that 
the reduction of Antioch, and some Syriim cities,^ 
kd elevated beyondmeaiure the vain and ambiti- 
ous spirit of the barbarian. " You are mistaken,"^ 
replied the modest Persiato : f the kteg of kiugs. 
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CHAP. « the lord of mankind, looks down with m^ 
•««««,^«^ ** tempt on such petty acquisitions ; and of tie 
** ten nations, vanquished by his invincible an&s. 
'' he esteems the Romans as the least fonmt 
'* able/" According to the orientals, the em- 
pire of Nushirvan extended from Ferganak io 
Transoxiana, to Yemen or Arabia Felix. He 
subdued the rebels of Hy rcania, reduced the pro- 
vinces of Cabul and Zablestan on the banks of 
the Indus, broke the power of the Euthalites. 
terminated by an honourable treaty theTiuiiii) 
war, and admitted the daughter of the great khas 
into the number of his lawful wives. Yictonoa' 
and respected among the princes of Asia, hegaii 
audience, in his palace of Madain, or Ctesiphoc 
to the ambassadors of the world. Their gifts or 
tributes, arms, rich garments, gems, slaves, or 
aromatics, were humbly presented at the 
of his throne ; and he condescended to accq^i 
from the king of India, ten quintals of the wd 
of aloes, a maid seven cubits in height, and a 
carpet softer than silk, the skin, as it was report 
ed, of an extraordinary serpent/ 
of "h^**^ Justinian had been reproached for his alliacct 
Abyssiiii. with the ^Ethiopians, as if he attempted to in- 
A. D. 522. troduce a people of savage negroes into thesystec 
of civilized society. But the friends of the Ko 
man empire, the Axumites, or Abyssinians, may 

' The negottatiox^s and treaties between Justinian andChosroesan 
cppiously explained by ProcopiDs, (Permc. 1. ii, c. 10* IS, 26, 2T« i^: 
Gothic. l.ii, c. 11, 15) ; Agathias, (1. iv, p. 141, 142), and Meoa»ir. 
(in Excerpt. Legat p. 132-147). Consult Barbeyrac, Hist des > 
ciens Traites, torn, ii, p. 154, 18-1-184, 193-200. 

' D'Herbelot, ^ibliot Oi^cnt. p. 680, 681, 294, 295. 
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bealways distinguished ftom the original natives chap. 
of Africa.' The hand of nature has flattened J^^"; 
the noses of the negroes, covered their heads with 
shaggy wool, and tinged their skin with inherent 
and indelible blackness. But the olive complexion 
of the Abyssinians, their hair, shape, and fea- 
tures, distinctly mark them as a colony of Arabs; 
and this descent is confirmed by the resemblance 
of language and manners, the report of an an- 
cient emigration, and the narrow interval be- 
tween the shores of the Red Sea. Christianity 
had raised that nation above the level of African 
barbarism ;*" their intercourse with Egypt, and 
the successors of Constantine,^ had communi-^ 
cated the rudiments of the arts and sciences; 

• See Buffon, Hist. NatureUe, torn. iU, p. 44i9. this Arab cast of 
features and complexion, whicl^ has continued 3400 years, (Ludolph* 
Hist, et Comment, ^thiopic. 1. i, c 4), in the colony of Abyssiliia* 
will justify the suspicion, that race, as well as climate, must have- 
contributed to fonn the negroes^ of the adjacent and similar regions, ) 

* The Portuguese missionaries, Alvarez, (Ramusio, tonui, fol. 204» 
rect. 274 vers.) ; Burmudez, (Purchas*s Pilgrims, vol. ii, 1. v, c. 7, p. 
1149-1188) ; Lobo, (Relation, &c. par M. le Grand, with xv Disser- 
tations; Paris, 1728), and Tellez, (Relations de Thevenot, part iv>, 
could only relate of modem Abyssinia what they had seen or invent^ 
ed. The erudition of Ludolphus, (Hist. iBthiopica, Francofurt. 1 681 ( 
Commentarius, 1691 ; Appendit, 1694), in twenty-five languages, 
could add little concerning its ancient history. Yet the fame of Cal 
ed, or Ellisthseus, the conqueror of Yemen, is celebrated in national 
songs and legends. 

^ The negotiations of Justinian with the Axumites, or ^thiopiani, 
are recorded by Procopius, (Persic. 1. i, c. 19, 20), and John Malala, 
(torn. ii< p. 163-165, 193-196). The historian of Antioch quotes the 
original narrative of the ambassador Nonnosus, of which Photlua 
(SiUiot, cod. iii) has preserved a curious extract. 

z 3 
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CHAP, their vtssek traded to the Ule of Cc^' m 
^''";^ «even luogdoins obeyed tfce N^gus of siq^ 
priQce of Abyssiiua. TbeiiidepeiMi^aice<]ftk 
Homerites, wlio r^ga^ in. |be rich aad-hapfi 
Arabia, was first Tiolated by an ^thia[MaBcaD 
queror; be drew his her^itarjr clain\ fromtk 
queen of Slheba,'' and his amUtiPu wns 9mM 
by religious zeal. The Jews. powerAilandv 
iive in eiukt had seduced tke mmd of Jkim 
prince of the Homerites. Th^y iiflged him to 
retaliate the persecution ]nflkte4 by the isipfsi' 
al laws on their unfortunate brethran : mmh- 
fnan merchants were injuriously treated; aid 
several Christian^ of Negra^ w^re faooouredvidi 
the crown of martyrdom.^ The cburcbes of A 
rabia implored the protection of the AbyssiDiao 
monarch. The Negus passed the Red SeawUi 
a fleet and army, deprived the Jewish 
pf his kingdom and life, and extinguished ante 
of princes, who had ruled above two 

• The trade of the Axumitcs to the coast of IiidU and Africai i^ 
tbe isle of Ceylon, U curiously represented by Cosmoas IndicopIeibi6' 
(Topograph. Christian. 1. ii, p. 132, 138, 139, 140; L ii,p.338,33r. 

• Ludolph. Hist, et Comiaent. Jithiop. L ii, c. 3. 

• The city of Negra, or Nag*ran» la Yemeo, is aunrouDded wi^ 
palm-trees, ftnd stiods in the hi|;h«road between Saana, the capi^ 
^nd Mecc:^ from the former ten, from the latter twenty, days jounx; 
of a caraTan of camels, (Abulfeda, Descript. Arabise, p. S$)> 

' The martyrdom of St. Aretbai prince of Kegra, and his three hos 
dred and forty companions* is embellished in the legends of Met>' 
yhrastes and Nicepborus Callistos, copied by Baronius (A. B-^* 
N«. 22-66 ; A. P. 323, N*. 16-29), and refuted, with obscure (i- 
gence, by Basnage, (Hist, des Juifs, tom. xii, L viii, c. ii| P* ^ 
348), who investigates the state of the Jews in Arabia and iBthiopi^ 
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yesT^ tfcte sequestered region of myrrh and frank- c hap. 
iacense. The conqueror iaunediately announced ^^^;^ 
the victory of the gospel, requested an orthodox 
patriarch, and so warmly professed bis friendship 
to the Roman empire, that Justinian was flat- 
tered by the hope of diverting the silk-trade' 
through the channd of Abyssinia, and of excit- 
ing the forces of Arabia against the Persian 
kinfi:. Nonnosus, descended from a family of '''*«*'^ •"*• 
ambassadors, was named by the emperor to ex.e- Justinian, 
cute this important commission. He wisely de- *^* ^' ^^^ 
dined the shorter, but more dangerous, road 
through the sandy deserts of Nubia ; ascended 
the Nile, i^nbarked on the Red Sea, and safely 
landed at the African port of AduUs. From A- ^ 

dulis to the royal city of Axume is no more than 
fifty leagues, in a direct line ; but the winding 
passes of the mountains detained the ambassa- 
dor fifteen days; and as he traversed the forests, 
he saw, anii vaguely coxoputed,* about fire thou- 
sand wild elephants. The capital, according to 
his report, was large and populous ; and the vil- 
lage of Axume is still conspicuous by the reg«4 
coronations, by the ruins of a Christian temple, 
and by sixteen or seventeen obelisks inscribed 
with Grecian characters.' But the Negus gave 
audienqe in the open field, seated on a lofty 
ch^ot, which was drawn hy four elephants su* 
perbly caparisoned, aiid sujrrouoded by hi^ nobles 

c Atwwm On Bwrnrfo, torn, i, foL 219 vas. ttl Ten.) ttw Utt 
flovDsbiiig <t^ of Axmie in the jnr 1520 . Uiogo inolto Jnmmio e 
grande. It was ruine^ in the oime century by the Turkish \n^uioii. 
No nort than one bondred houses rcin«n t hut the memory of its 
past ytjtnpM h picterved hf Ihe rtgfl coronation. (Liidolpb. His^ 
et CcanmeDt. L ii, ell). 
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CHAP, find musiciaqs. He was clad in a linen-garment 
;^ and cap, holding in his hand two javelins and a 
light shield ; and, although his nakedness was 
imperfectly covered, he displayed the barbaric 
pomp of gold^chains^ collars, and bracelets, rich- 
ly adorned with pearls and precious stones. The 
ambassador of Justinian knelt; the Negus raised 
him from the ground, embraced Nonnosus, kiss- 
ed the seal, perused the letter, accepted the Ro-r 
man alliance, and, brandishing his weapons, de- 
nounced implacable war against the worshippers 
of fire. But the proposal of the silk-trade was 
eluded; and notwithstanding the assurances, 
and perhaps the wishes, of the Abyssinians, these 
hostile menaces evaporated without effect. The 
Homerites were unwilling to abandon their aro- 
matic groves, to explore a sandy desert, and to 
encounter, after all their fatigues, a formidable 
nation from whom they had never received any 
personal injuries. Instead of enlarging his con- 
quests, the king of Ethiopia was incapable of de- 
fending his ppssessions. Abrahah, the slave of a 
Roman merchant of Adulis, assumed the sceptre 
of the Homerites ; the troops of Africa were se- 
duced by the luxury of the climate j and Justinian 
solicited the friendship of the usurper, who hon- 
oured, with a slight tribute, the supremacy of 
his prince. After a long serie^of prosperity, the 
power of Abrahah was overthrown before the gates 
of Mecca; his children were despoiled by the Per- 
sian conqueror ; and the iBthiopians were finally 
f xpelled from the .ontinent of Asia. This nar- 
rative of obscure and remote eveijits is not foreign 
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to the decline and fall of the Roman empire. If chap. 
a Christian power had been maintained in Arabia, ^^^^ 
Mahomet must have been crushed in his cradle, 
and Abyssinia would have prevented a revolution 
which has changed the civil and i^eligious state 
of the world.** 



^ The revolutions of Yefmen in the sixth century must be collected- 
from Procopius, (Persic. 1. i, c. 19, !B0)< Theoplumes Byzant. (apu4 
Phot. cocL Ixlii, p. 80) ; St. Theophtnes, Qn Chronograph, p. 144, 145, 
188, 189, 206, 207, who is full of strange blunders) ; Pocock, (Spe* 
cimen Hist. Arab. p. 62, 65) ; d'Herbelot, (jSibliot. Orientale, p. 12, 
477), and Sale's Preliminary Discourse and Koran, (c. 105). The re*. 
volt of Abrahah is mentioned by Procopius ; and his fall, tbougli 
clouded witfi miracles^ is an historical DKt, 
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CHAP. XUU. 

^liafyfyNar tu E 9AmtunioftJuiO$tnpA^^ 

fuA of the FratJu and Akmatnu'^Last vid^nj, k 
grace, and death ofBduar iuB D talh anddarixir^l 
Juiti m n ^Camei, cnrthqwake^^ omiji^g^ 

CHAP. X HB reYiew of the nations from the '^\ 

^a^.x " !n\ to the Nile has exposed on every side thef«l 

ness of the Romans ; and our wonder is reaafr 

ably excited that they should presume toenbi? 

an empire, whose ancient limits they wereis^ 

pable of defending. But the wars, tbe c» 

quests, and the triumphs of Justinian^ are^ 

feeble and pernicious efforts of old age, viiM 

exhaust theremains of strength,and accelerate tk 

decay of the powers of life. He exulted in ^ 

glorious act ^ restwing Africa and Italy totv 

rqmblic ; but the calamities which foUowe 

departure of Belisarius l^trayed the impotenceti 

the conqueror, and accomplished the ruin d^ 

unfortunate countries, 

biM 0?*' From his new acquisitions, Justinian expect^ 

AiHea, that his avarice, as well as pride, should be m 

AjO. 5S5- gratified. A rapacious minister of the finaDf^ 

closely pursued the footsteps of Belisarius; d^ 

the old registers of tribute had been \smw^ 
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y^ndfds^ be inMgfiA his fmqr in « iibwfd ealcu* chap. 
btion Md arbitrarj ns^e^sipml; lof tbe weft)tb of 
Afric*,' The iocroue of toxes^ irhidb were ib^WA 
away by ^ diBtaAt sovereign, and a gcai^r»l re* 
suniptioii of the faitiawny or crown laiuls, sdoo 
dispelled the iotoxkiktioo of the pubBc jo)r : but 
the emperor was mKensible to ftMe nHxIest com- 
plaiDiU of the people, till lie was awakened aad 
alarmed by the daiawrs of military discontent 
Many qf the Roman soldiers had marri^ the 
widows aod daughters of the Vandals. As 
their own» by the double right of conquest and 
ioheritanee, tbey claimed the estates which 
6en$eric had ^signed to his Fictorious troops. 
Thiey heard with disdain the cold and selfish re* 
preasntations of their officers, that the libendity 
at JuBtiflian had raised them from a sarage or 
senrile condition; that they were, ahready en^ 
riched by the spoils of Africa, the treasure, the 
slaves, and the moveables, of the vanquished 
barbarians ; and that the ancient and lawfiil pa- 
trimony of the emperors would be ajqriied only 
to the support of that government on which 
their own safety and reward must ultimately 
depend. The mutiny was secretly inflamed by a 
thousand soldiers, tar the most part HeruU, ivdie 

* For the troubles ef Africa, I neither baye nor defire another guide 
t^ Procopiust whose eye contemplated the image, and whose ear col- 
lected th6 reports* of the memorable events of his own times. Ih the 
second boofc of the Vandalic war he relates t^ revolt jot StoMf , <c 14.. 
^^]t the return of Belisarius, (c. 15), the victqrjof Germanus, (c. 16, 
I'^i 18)^ the second administration of Solomon, (c. 19, 20, 21), the go- 
venimeni of Sergius, (e. 2^, SS), of Areofaindw, (c. 34), the tyranny 
iiQd death of Gaatharjui, (c. 26, 2S, ^7, 2S) ; nor can I ^fcern fiiy 
'symptoms of flattery or malevolence in his various portraits. 
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CHAP, had imbibed the doctrines, and were instigateih 
the c}ergy, of the Arian sect; and the cause 
jury and rebellion was sanctified by the dispei^ 
powers of fanaticism. The Arians 
ruin of their church, triumphant above aceotun 
in Africa; and they were justly provoked l^fc 
laws of the conqueror, which interdicted the te[* 
tism of their children, and the exercise of allii 
gious worship. Of the Vandals chosen 
sarius, the far greater part, in the honounoftk 
eastern service, forgot their country ani 
But a generous band of four hundred 
marinerSf whan they were in sight of 
Lesbos, to alter their course: they touchedonFAh 
ponnesus, ran ashore on a desert coast of Afii& 
and boldly erected, on mount Aurasius, thestaBi 
ard of independence and revolt. While the troof 
of the province disclaimed the command of tbii^ 
superiors, H conspiracy was formed at Cartte 
against the Itfe of Solomon, who filled witifc^ 
nour the place of Belisarius ; and the AriansW 
piously resolved to sacrifice the tyrant at the to 
of the altar,during theawful mynteriesof thefest 
val of Easter. Feeut or remorse restrained the daj- 
gers of the assassins^ but the patience of Soto^ 
emboldened their discontent ; and at the end<« 
ten days, a furious sedition was kindled in thecff 
cus, which desolatecl Africa above ten years. Tte 
pillage of the city, and the indiscriminate s\w 
terof its inhabitants, were suspended onljb/^ari 
ness, sleep, and intoxication : the governor, ^^^ 
seven companions, among whom was the W<^'^ 
Procopius, escaped to Sicily : two-thirds of *■ 
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wmy were involved in the guilt of treason ; and chap. 
eight thousand insurgents, assembling in the field ^^^J[j[;;^ 
of Bulla, elected Stoza for their chief, a private 
soldier, who possessed, in a superjior degree, the 
virtues of a rebel. Under the mask of freedom, 
his eloquence could lead, or at least impel, the 
passions of his equals. He raised himself to a level 
with Belisarius, and the nephew of the emper-, 
or, by daring to encounter them in the field ; and 
the victorious generals were compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that Stoza deserved a purer cause and a 
more legitimate command. Vanquished in battle, 
he dexterously employed the arts of negotiation ; 
a Roman army was seduced from their allegiance, 
and the chiefs, who had trusted to his faithless 
promise, were murdered, by his order, in a church 
of Numidia. When every resource, either of 
force or perfidy, was exhaupted, Stoza, with some 
desperate Yandals, retired to the wilds of Mau- 
ritania, obtained the daughter of a barbarian 
prince, and eluded the pursuit of his enemies, by 
the report of his death- The personal weight 
of Belisarius, the rank, the spirit, and the temper, 
of Germanus, the emperor's nephew, and the 
vigour and success of the second administration 
of the eunuch Solomon, restored the modesty of 
the camp, and maintained, for a while, the tran- 
quillity of Africa. But the vices of the Byzan- 
tine court were felt in that distant province ; the 
troops complained that they were neither paid ^ 
nor relieved; and as soon as the public disorders 
were sufficiently mature, Stoza was again alive, 
in arms, and at the gates of Carthage. He fell in 
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CHAP, a single ccmiblAt^ but be stfliled in the Hgetiitt of 
^^<<<- death, tirhen he was Iftfarmed that hid 0mL iave^ 
lin had reached the he^N: of hid ato«agofii&n. 
The example Of Stcfza, and the asstinuiee tiiat a 
fortunate soldier had hetm the ^t kfai^y ^- 
coaraged the ambitiOii of Ooutharis, and he pto« 
tftised, by a pdvate tf efaty^ to dMde AftkA with 
the Moors^ if^ with thefa* dangerous aid^ he shetdd 
ascend the thi*dne of Carthage. The feeUef Aieo- 
bindtts, unskilled in the affitirs of peace atid if^Wr^ 
was r^ed by his marriage with tbfe Heine 0f 
Justinian, to the offioe of eilah^h. He Was sad* 
denly opporessed by a sedilloa of the guards, a^d 
his abject supplications, which pfoToked the con-> 
tempt, could not mote the pity, 6f the mexorable 
tyrant.. After a reign of thirty days^ Gkmtharid 
himself was stabbed at a banqaet, by the band 
of Artaban ; and it is sihgolar etlough^ that an 
Armenian prince, of the royal family of Arsaces, 
should re-establish, at Carthage, the authority 
of the Roman empire. In the conspiracy which 
unsheathed the dagger of Brutus against the 
life of Caesar, every circumstadce is curious and 
important to the eyes of posterity : but the guilt 
or merit of the^e loyal or rebellious assassins 
could interest only the contemporaries of Pro- 
copius, who, by their hopes ahd fears, their 
friendship or resentment, were personally en- 
gaged in the revolutions of Africa.^ 

^ Yet I must not refuse him the merit of paintings in lively colours, 
the murder of Goniharis. One of the assassins uttered & sentiment not 
unworthy of a Roman iMitriot.-*** If I fa|l»" said Artaaires, «• in the 
•• first stroke, kill me 6n the spot, lest the rack sboiUd extort a dis- 
•• covery of my accomplices.'* 
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TifM cduttt^ WAS fnpidly dinking into the chap. 
stete of biarbarisitf, liroiA whence it had been rais* ^^"'- 
ed- hf the Ph^ttkiatfi cC^Aies ftnd Roman taws : Rebellion 
and tvetf stef> df intestine discord was marked ^^^ 
by some deplorable victory of savage man over A.D.543-. 
civifeed soeiety. The Moors,*' though igmM*ant 
of justiee, #ere impatient of oppression: their 
TagraAt life and bonndless wilderness disappoint- 
ed the arolks, and eluded the chains, of a conquer- 
or ; Bitd experience Mad shewn, that neither oaths 
HGt obligations could secure the fidelity of their 
attachment. The victory of mount Auras had 
awed theto ilito momentary submission ; but if 
they respeeted the character of Solomon, they 
hated and despised the pride and luxury of his 
two nephews, Cyrus and Sergius, on whom their 
uncle had imprudently bestowed the provincial 
governments of Tripoli and Pentapolis. A Moor- 
ish tribe encamped under the walls of Leptis, to 
renew their alliance, and receive from the govern- 
or the customary gifts. Fourscore of their de- 
puties were introduced as friends into the city ; 
but, on the dark suspicion of a conspiracy, they 
were massacred at the table of Sergius ; and the 
clamour of arms tod revenge was re-echoed 
through the valleys of mount Atlas, from both the 
Syrtes to the Atlantic ocean. A personal injury, 
the unjust execution, or murder, of his brother, 
rendered Antalus the enemy of the Romans. The 
defeat of the Vandals had formerly signalized his 

* The Moorish w^urs are occasionally introduced into the narrative 
of Procopius, ^VandaL I. ii, c 19-23, 25, 27, 28 ; Gothic L iv; c 17) ; 
and Theophanes adds some psrosperous and adverse events in the last 
yev8 of Justinian, 
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CHAP, valour; the rudiments of justice and prudence 
were still more conspicuous in a Moor; and while 
he laid Adrumetum in ashes, he calmly admo* 
nished the emperor that the peace of Africa 
might be secured by tfte recal of Solomon and 
his unworthy nephews. The exarch led forth 
his troops from Carthage : but, at the distance of 
six days journey, in the neighbourhood of Te- 
beste,'' he was astonished by the superior num- 
bers and fierce aspect of the barbarians. He pro- 
posed a treaty; solicited a reconciliation ;. and 
offered to bind himself by the most solemn 
oaths. ^^ By what oaths can he bind himself?" 
interrupted the indignant Moors. " Will he swear 
" by the gospels, the divine books of the Christi- 
*' ans ? It was on those books that the faith of 
** his nephew Sergius was pledged to eighty of 
** our innocent and unfortunate brethren. Before 
" we trust them a second time, let us try their 
" efficacy in the chastisement of perjury, and the 
^' vindication of their own honour.^ Their honour 
was vindicated in the field of Tebeste, by the 
death of Solomon, and the total loss of his army. 
The arrival of fresh troops and more skilful com- 
manders, soon checked the insolence of theMoors; 
seventeen of their princes were slain in the same 
battle ; and the doubtful and transient submission 

^ Now Tibesh, in tb^ kingdom of Algiers. It is watered h^ a rtrer, 
the Sujcrau, which falls into the Mejerda, fSagradatJ. Ttbesh is still 
remarkable for its walls of large stones, Qike the Coliseum of Rome), 
a fountain and a grove of walnut.tr«es : the country is fruitful, aod 
tbc neighbouring Bereberes are warlike. It appears from an inscrip- 
tion, tliat under the rei|rn of Adrian, the road from Carthage to Ter 
beste was constructed by the third legion, (Marmol. Description cte 
rAfriquc, tom. «, p. 448, 443. Shaw's Travels, p. (J4, 65, 66). 
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c>f their tribes was celebrated with lavish ap- chap. 
plause by the people -of Constantinople. Sue- ^Liil. 
cessive inroads had reduced the province of A- 
frica to one-third of the measure of Italy ; yet 
the Rom^ emperors continued td reign above 
a century over CartfiagCj and the fruitful coast 
of the Mediterranean. But the victories and the 
losses of Justinian were alike pei'nicious to man-a 
kind ; and such was the desolation of Africa^ 
that hi many parts a stranger might watider 
whole days without ineetirig the face either of a 
friend or an enemy; The nation of the Vandals ^ 

had disappeared ; they once amounted to an hun- 
dred and sixty thousahd warrxbrs, without in- 
cludmg the children^ the women, or the slaves; 
Their numbers were infinitely surpassed by the 
number of the Moorish families extirpated in a 
relentless war ; and the same destruction was re- 
taliated on^ the Romans and their allies, who pe- 
rished by the^limate, their mutual quarrels, and 
the rage of the barbarians. When Prodopius 
first landed, he admired the populoushess of the 
cities and country, strenuously exercised in the 
labours of commerce and agriculture. In less 
than twenty years, that busy scene was converted 
intoa silent solitude; thewealthy citizens escaped 
to Sicily and Constantinople ; and the secret his- 
torian has confidently affirmed, that five millions 
of Africans were consumed by the wars and go- 
vernment of the emperor Justinian.* 

The jealousy of the Byzantine coyrt had not Rtvoit tf 

the Gcnhf , 
A« O. 540. 
• Procopius, Anecdot. c. 18. The series of the African history at. 
tests this melancholy truth. 
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CHAP, permitted BeUsarius to achieve the conquest of 
^^^'^' Italy ; and his abrupt departure revived the cou- 
rage of the Goths/ who respeeted his genius^ 
his virtue, and even tlie laudable motive wLicb 
had urgied the se^rvaut of Justiniau to deceive 
a]nd reject them* They had lost their king, (an 
iuconsider^ble loss), their capital^ their trea* 
^ur^5 the provinces from Sicily to the AIps^ 
^nd the military force of two hundred thou- 
sand barbarians, magnificently equipped with 
horses and arms* Yet all was not lost, afs long 
as Pavia was defended by one thousand Gotbs^ 
inspired by a sense of honour* the love of free* 
dom, and the naemory of th^ir past greatness. 
The supreme command was unanipoosly offer- 
ed to the brave, Uraias; and it was in bis eyts 
alope that il\e di^^ace of his uncle Yitige^ 
could appear as a reason of exclusion. Hi$ 
toke lAcImed tbie election in favour of HUdjbaldi 
whose pf^f^sonal merit was recommended by the 
vaiahope tl^t hi;s kinsman Tbeudes^ the Spanish 
monarchy would support the common interest qi 
tb^ Gothic nation,. Tb^ success of liis an9§ ia Li- 
guria and Venctia seemed to justify thc^ir choice ; 
bi^t he ^n 4^clared to the worlds t!^t he ^^ 
incapable of forgiving or commanding bis bene- 
i'actor. The coiisort of Hildibald wf s deeply 
wounded by thO; beauty^ the riches^ and tho pride 

*'In the sctfbnd (<!'. 30) and third books, (c. 1-40), Procopius con- 
tinues the history «f the Gothic war from the. fifth to the fifteenth ycst 
of Jusf himti. ' As the events are less interesttng than in the fonncr 
period, he allots only half the .-space to double the time. Jornindes 
and the Chrofticle of Marcellinuft, afford some collateral hints. Si- 
gonius, Pftgi, Mtfratorj** Maecou, and 0e Buat, are useful, and iiave 
been uaed. 



bf the wife of tJralas; and the death of that vir- chaK 
tuous patriot excited the indignation of a freepeo- ^^^^^^^^ 
pie. A bold assassin exefeuted their sentence by 
strikinjg o^ the head of Hildibald in the midst of a 
banquet: the kugtans, i foreign tribe, assumed the 
privilege of election; and Totila, the nephew of the 
late king, was tempted, by revenge, to deliver him- 
self and the garrison of Trevigo into the hands of 
the Romans^ But the gallant arid accomplished 
youth was easily persuaded to prefer the Gothib 
throne before the service of Justinian ; and as sooii 
as the palace of Pavia had been purified from the 
Rugian usurper, he reviewed the national force 
of five thousand soldiers, and generously under- 
took the restoration of the kingdom of Italy* 

The successors of Belisarius, eleven generals of*^^*^^ 
equal rank, neglected to crush the feeble and dis- king ©f 
united Goths, till they were roused to actioh by J^| au 
the progress of Totila and the reproaches of Jtisli- ^^ 
nian. The gates of Verona were secretly opened 
to Artabazus, at the head of one hundred Persians 
in the service of the empire. The Gbths fled 
from the city-; At the distance of sixty furlongs 
the Roman generals halted to regulate the division 
of the spoil. While they disputed, the enemy dis- 
covered the real number of the victors: the Per* 
sians were instantly overpowered, and it was by 
leaping from the Wall that Artaba2Us presei:,ved & 
life which he lost In a ffew days by the lance of a 
barbarian, who had defied him to single combat 
Twenty thousand Romans encountered the forces 
of Totila, near Faenza, and on the hills of Mu- 
g^ello, of the Florentine territory. The ardour of 

j(wa2 
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c HAP. freedmen, who fought to regain their country,- was 
^^hlllln, opposed to the languid temper of mercenary 
troops, who w^ere even destitute of the merits of 
strong and well-disciplined servitude. On the first 
attack they abandoned their ensigns, threw down 
their arms, and (dispersed on all sides with an active 
speed which abated the loss, whilstlt aggravated 
the siiame, of their defeat. The king of the Goths, 
who blushed for the baseness of his enemies,,* pur- 
sued with rapid steps the path of honour and vic- 
tory. Totiia passed the Po, traversed the Apen- 
nine, syspended the important conquest of Raven- 
na, Florence, and Rome, and marched through 
the heart of Italy, to form the siege, or rather 
blockade, of Naples^. I'he Roman chiefs, impri- 
soned in their respective cities,, and accusing each 
bther of the cammon disgrace, did not presume 
to disturb his enterprise. But the emperor, alarm- 
ed by the distress and danger of his Italian con- 
quests, despatched to the relief of Naples a fleet 
of galleys and a body of Thracian and Armenian 
soldiers. They landed in Sicily, which yielded its 
copious stores of provisions j but the delays of the 
liew commander, an unwarlike magistrate, pro- 
tracted the sufferings of the besieged ; and the 
succours, which he dropt with a timid and tardy 
jiand, were successively intercepted by the armed 
vessels stationed by Totiia in the bay of Naples. 
The principal officer of the Romans w as dragged, 
With a rope round his neck, ^to the foot of the 
wall, from whence, with a trembling voice, be 
exhorted the citizens to implore, like himself^ the 
^le^cy of the conqueror. They requested a truce. 
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with a promise of surrendering thie city, if no ef- chap. 
fectual relief should appear at the end of thirty ^^lUl^ • 
days. Instead of one month, the audacious bar- 
barian granted them three, in the just confidence 
that feniine would anticipate the term of their 
capitulation. After the reduction of Naples and 
Cumae, the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and 
Calabria, submitted to the king of the Goths. 
Totila led, his army to the gates of Rome, pitch-* 
ed his camp at Tibur, or Tivoli, within twenty 
miles of the capital, and calmly exhorted the se- 
nate and people to compare the tyranny of the 
Greeks with the blessings of the Gothic reign. 

The rapid success of Totila may be partly a- Contrast of 
scribed to the revolution which three years expe- virtue, 
rience had produced in the sentiments of the Ita- 
lians. At the command, or at least in the name, 
of a catholic emperor, the pope,^ their spiritual 
father, had been torn from the Roman church, and 
either starved or murdered on a desolate island."' 
The virtues of Belisarius were replaced by the va- 
rious or uniform vices of eleven chiefs, at Rome, 
Ravenna, Florence, Perugia, Spoleto, &c. who 
abused their authority for the indulgence of lust 
or avarice. The! improvement of the revenue ^ 

was committed to Alexander, a subtle scribe, long 

' Sylverius, bishop of Rome, w^s first traasported tQ Patara, in 
Lycia, and at length starved (sub eorum custodia inedia confectus) 
in the igle of Palmaria, A. D. 538, June ?0. (Uberat. in Breviiir. 
c- 22. Anastasiua in Sylverio. Baroaius, A. D. 340, N«. 2, 3. Pagi 
» Vit Pont. torn, i, p. 283, 286). Procopius (Anecdot. c. 1) aocusea 
«nlj the empress and Antonina. 

^ Palmaria, a small island, opposite to Tarracina and the coast n£ 
the Volsci, (Cluver. ItaL Antiq. 1. iii, c. 7, p. 1014). 

AaS 
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CHAP. ^^u:tised in the fraud and oppression of the B^- 
^"^"'^ zantiae schools; and whose n^meof Ptfoflicfei, 
the icusarSf^ was drawn from the dexterouu^ 
tifice with whkh he reduced the size^ withooi 
defacing the figure, of the gold coin. losteai 
of expecting the restoration pf peace and 'ixk- 
try, he imposed m heavy assessment ovkikk- 
tunes of the Italians. Yel; his present or futoie 
demands were less odious than a prosecution (S 
arbitrary rigour against the persons and propei 
ty of all those, who, under the Gothic bnp* 
bad been concerned in the receipt and expend- 
iture of the public mopey. The subjects of Ji^ 
tinian, who escaped these partial yei^ati^ 
were oppressed by the irregular maintenance oi 
the soldiers^ whom Alexander defraud^ and d^ 
spised ; and their hasty sallies in quest of wealtl 
or subsistence, provoked the inhabitants of tl)e 
fX)untry to await or implore their deliverance 
iromthevirtuesofabarbariaxit Totila* was chaste 
and temperate : and upne were deceived, eitbef 
friends or enemies, who depended onhisfaithor 
bis clemency. To the husbandmen of Italjtbe 
Gothic king issued a welcome proclamatioo,e2H 
joining them topupsue their important labours, ^ 
to rest assured, that, on th^ payment of the or- 
dinary taxes they should be defended by bis^^' 
lour and discipline from the injuries of war. Tie 

' A» the Logoth^te Ale:un4er. ai^ s^Qst of lOs civil and isili^ 
cpUeagues, were either dicgr^ced or despiecbd, the iok of the Ask* 
^tes C9. 4« 5, 18) is scarcely biMker than that oC the Ootbic ^^' 
q. iii, c. i, 3, 4, 9, 20, 21, &c.). 

k Frocopius (1. iii, c. 2, 8« &c) (Wes ample and wlJlis^i^^ 
the merit of Totilu. The Voman historians, fifom Sallust aodTtS' 
^us, were happy to forget. the vices of their countrymen in tte^' 
^cmplation of barbaric virtij^e. 
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Btrong towns he successively attached; and as 
soou as they had yielded to his arms, he detno- 
iished the fortifications ; to save flic people from 
the calamities of a future siege, to deprive th« 
Romans of the arts of defence, and to decide the 
tedious quarrel of the tw^o nations, by an etjual 
and honourable conffict in the field of battle. 
The Roman captives and deserters v**ere tertipted 
to inKst in the service of a liberal* qhd courteous 
adversary ; the slaves were attracted by the fimi 
and faithful promise, tliat they should never bd 
deliveired to their masters ; and from Hm tliou> 
sand warriors of Pavia, a new people, under the 
same appellation of Goths, was insensibly fonn- 
ed in the camp of Totila, He sincerely ac- 
complished the articles of capitulation, without 
seeking or accepting any sinister advantage from 
ambiguous expressions or unforeseen events: the 
garrison of Naples had stipulated, that tbjey should 
be transported by sea; the obstinacy of the winds 
prevented their voyage, but they were generously 
supplied with horses, provisions, and a safe con^ 
duct to the gates of Rome. The wives of the se- 
nators, who had been surprised in the villas of 
Campania, were restored, without a ransom, to 
their husbands ; the violation of female chastity 
was inexorably chastised with death ; and, in the 
salutary regulation of the diet of the famished 
Neapolitans, the conqueror ?issumed the office of 
afl humane and attentive physician. The virtues 
of Totilat are equally laudable, whether they pro- 
ceeded from true policy, religious principle, or the 
instinct of humanity : he often harangued his 
tropps ; and it was his constant theme, th^t na^ 
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CHAP, tional vice and ruia are inseparably connectec, 
XLin. ^jji^^ victory is the fruit of moral as well asi^ 
litary vktue ; and that the prince, and even tie 
people, are responsible for the crimes which tir 
neglect to punish. 

The return of Belisarius to save the coustrr 
^BeiiM- M'hich he had subdued, was pressed with e(p 
nSj? vehemence by his friend^ and enemies; smiik 
A. D. 544- Gothic war w^ imposed as a trust or an exile oa 
the veteran commander. An herp on thekk 
pf the Euphrates, a slave in the palace of CoDstao- 
tinople, be accepted, with reluctance, the painful 
^sk of supporting his own reputation, and retiieT- 
}ng the faults of his successors. The sea was open 
to the Romans: the ships aiid soldiers waeisr 
semhled at Salona, near the palace of DiocletiaD 
he refreshed and reviewed his troops at Poiaifl 
Jstria, coasted round the )iea^ of the Hadriatic,eD' 
tered the port of Ravenna, and despatched orders 
rather than supplies to (he subordinate cities. Hi> 
first public oration was addressed to the Gothsand 
Rom^s, in the name of the emperor, who bi 
suspended for a while the conquest of Persia, aDJ 
listened to thp prayers of his Italian subjects. He 
gently touched on the causes and the authors rf 
the recent disasters ; striving to rempve the fear of 
punishment for the past, and the hope of imp«^' 
ty for the future, and labouring, with more zeal 
than success, to unite all the members of his go- 
vernment in a firm league of affection and obe- 
dience. Justinian, his gracious master^ was is- 
f lined to pardon and reward ; an4 it was tieirifl- 
^cfcst, as well as duty, tp reclaim their dehii 
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brethren, who had been seduced by the arts of chap. 
the usurper. Not a man was tempted to desert the ^^^"^• 
standard of the Gothic king. Belisarius soon dis- 
covered, that he was sent to remain the idle and 
impotent spectator of the glory of a young barba- 
rian ; and his own epistle exhibits ^ gequine and. 
lively picture of the digress of a nqble mind.— 
^* Most excellent prince, we are arrived in Italy, 
" destitute of all the necessary implements of war, 
" men, horses, arms, and money. In our Jate 
^* circuit through the villages of Thrace and Illy- 
" ricum, we have collected, with extreme difficul- 
" ty, about four thousand recruits, naked, and un- 
" skilled in the use of weapons and the exercises 
" of the camp. The soldiers filready stationed in 
" the province are discontented, fearful, and dis- 
" mayed ; at the sound of an enemy, they dis- 
" miss their horses, and cast their arms on the 
" ground. No taxes ckn be raised, since Italy is 
" in the hands of the barbarians ; the failure of 
" payment has deprived us of the right of com- 
^^mand, or even of admonition. Be assured^ 
" dread sir, that the greater part of your troops 
" have already deserted to the Goths. If the war 
" could be achieved by the presence of Belisari- 
" us alone, your wishes are satisfied ; Belisarius 
" is in the midst of Italy. But if you desire to 
" conquer, far other preparations are requisite : 
" without a military force, the title of general is 
^* an empty name. It would be expedient to re-, 
" store to my service my own veterans and domes- 
'^ tic guards. Before I can take the field, I mu^ 
^ receive an adequate supply of light and heavy 



969 THE DECLIXB AND PALL 

CHAP. ^< armed troops; and it is only with ready monfr 
J^^iHu " *^^' y^^ ^^^^ procure tlic indispensable aidtf 
•* a powerful body of the cavalry of the Ihr 
An officer in whom Belisarius confided washes: 
from Rarenna to hasten and conduct tbe nt- 
eours ; but the message was neglected, andie 
messenger was detained at Constantinople dj 
an advantageous marriage. After his patiruK 
had been exhausted by delay and disappoint' 
ment, the Roman general repassed the Hadris- 
tic, and expected at Dyrrachium the arrira/rf| 
tiie troops, which were slowly assembled among 
the subjects and allies of the'empire. His poJfcR | 
were still inadequate to the deliverance of R^^^j 
which was closely besieged by the Gothic kic; 
The Appian way, a march of forty dajs, ^^ 
covered by the barbarians ; and as the ]fnk^ 
of Belisarius declined a battle, he preferred tfe 
safe and speedy navigation of five days frm^ 
coast of Epirus to the mouth of the Tiber. 
2^^ After reducing, by force or treaty, theWJ 
the Goth«, of inferior note in the midland provinces of Italj) 
A.^D. 646, rp^^jj^ proccedcd, not to assault, but to enm 
pass and starve, the ancient capital. Rome'^' 
. afflicted by theavarice, and guarded by the valour, 
of Bessas, a veteran chief of Gothic extraction. 
who filled, with a garrison of three thousand sot 
diers, the spacious circle of her venerable^* 
From the distress of the people he extracted apr^^ 
Stable trade, and secretly rejoiced hi tbeco^^^' 

" Procopiof, 1. ill, c 1«. The soul of ta hero is deep/r ^^ 
OQ the letter : nor can we confound such gieiiuioe and origioB^'*^^ ' 
|}ie elaborate an^ often ein|»ty speech of the Pyzantine ))i*^i>n** 
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anoe of the siege. It vflts ^ his u$e that the grwjft- chap. 
ries had been repleAished; the charity of FQpeVi- ^^J^ 
gilius had purchased w4 embarked a^n ai^^ple mp' 
ply of Sicilian corn ; biit the yesaeb whiqh escap- 
ed the barbarians were, sei?ed by a» rapaciQus^ gor 
vernor, who imparted a scanty sustenanice to the 
soldiei:s, and; §oId the rem«i,ioder to. tl)e wealthy 
Romany The ^^edinoqusi^ pr fifth part of the 
quarter of wheat, w.^ Qxjchaaged for seven pieces 
of gold ; fifty pieces were giveQ for an ox, a rare 
and accidental prize ; the progr^s of famine enr 
hanoed this exorbitant value^ wd the inei!ceiia-> 
ries^weije tempted to deprive themselves of tbe^ 
allow^ce whiqh was scarcely sufficient for tlte 
support of life. A tasteless and uawholesome 
mixture, in which the bran thrice exceeded the 
quantity of floqr^ appeased the huuger of the 
poor ; they were gradually reduced to feed on 
dead horses, dog$, cats, and mice» and eagerly to 
snatch the gras9» and even the, nettles, wiiich. 
grew amoQg the ruins of the city. A crowd' of 
spectres, pale wd emac^ted» their bodies oppress-^ 
ed with disease, and their mtnds with despair^sur* 
r.ounded the palace of the governor, urged» wit^ 
unarailing truth, that it was the duty of a math 
ter to maintain his slaves, and humbly requested^ 
that he would provide for their subsistence, per- 
mit their flight, or command their immediate 
execution. Bessas replied, with unfeeling tran- 
quillity, thatitwas impossible to feed, unsafeto dis- 
miss, and unlawful to kill, the subjects of the em* 
peror. Yet the example of a private citizen. might 
have shewn his countrymen, thf^t a tyrant caniiQtr 
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CHA K withhold the privilege of death. Pierced by tfe 
^"'''^ cries of five children, who vainly called on M 



father for bread, he ordered them to folloir^ 
steps, advanced withcalm and silent despair tooH 
of the bridges of the Tiber, and, covering his fare, 
threw himself headlong into thestreain,iD thep- 
sence of his family and the Roman people. Ti 
the rich and pusillanimous, Bessas*" sold the per- 
:/ mission of departure; but the greatest partoftk 

fugitives expired on the public highways, or f ere 
intercepted by the flying parties of barbw 
In the meanwhile, the artful governor sootMtbe 
discontent, and revived the hopes, of the Bm^ 
bythe vague reportsof the fleets and armies wbidi 
were hastening to their relief from the extremi- 
ties of the East. They derived more ratid 
comfort from the assurance that Belisariuski! 
landed at the port; and, without numbering te 
forces, they firmly relied on the humanity, tke 
courage, and the skill of their great deliTcrer. 
Attempt The foresight of Totila had raised obstds 
riut. worthy of such an antagonist. Ninety Mow 
below the city, in the narrowest part of the rirer, 
he joined the two banks by strong and solu 
timbers in the form of a bridge ; on whicM^ 
erected two lofty towers, manned by the bravest 
of hlsGoths,and profusely stored with missikwea j 

" The avarice of BesMs is not dissembled by Procopius. (1* '^^^^" 
20). He expiated the loss of Rome by the glorious coaqoest of P^' 
traea, (Goth. 1. iv, c. 12) : but the same vices followed him fr<«> ^ 
Tiber to the Phaais, (c. 13) ; and the historian is equally true to t^ 
merits and defects of bis character. The chastiaemeot wbkh t&«'^ 
thor of the romance of Bdiaaire has inflicted on tlie opprc^ 
Borne it more agreeable to justice than to history. 



XUII. 



dF THE ROMAJ^ fiMPIRlt.. 86^ 

pbiis and engines of .offence. The approach of chap, 
tlie bridge and towers was covered by a strong and 
massy chain of iron ; and thex:hain, at either end, 
on the opposite sides of the Tiber, was defended 
by a numerous and chosen detachment of archeris.' 
But the enterprise of forcing these barriers, and 
jrelieving the capital, displays a shiping example of 
the boldness and conduct of Belisarius. His ca- 
valry advanced from the port along the public 
road, toawe the motions and distract the attention 
of the enemy. His infantry and provisions were 
distributed in two hundred large boats ; and each 
boat was shielded by an high rampart of thick 
planks, pierced with many small hdes for the dis- 
charge of missile weapons. In the front, two large 
vessels were linked together to sustain a floating 
castle, which commanded the towersof the bridge, 
and contained a magazine of fire, sulphur, and 
bitumen. The whole fleet, which the general led 
in person, was laboriously moved against the cur-» 
rent of the river. The chain yielded to their 
weight, and the enemies who guarded the banks 
Were either slain or scattered. As soon as they 
touched the principal barrier^ the fire-ship was 
instantly grappled to the bridge; one of the towers 
with two hundred Goths, was consumed by the 
flames; the assailants shouted victory; and Rome 
was saved, if the wisdom of Belisarius had not been 
defeated by the misconduct of his officers. . He 
had previously sent orders to Bessas to second his 
ope^ations by a timely sally from the town ; and 
lie had fixed his lieutenant, Isaac, by a peremptory 
command, to the station of the port. But avarice 
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CHAP, henderei Bessas immovable; while the, 
.?L^?!!l, ardour of Isaac delivered him into the hands of j 
superior cftemy . Thfe eixag^gerated rumour o(t 
d^f^at M'as hastily carried to the earsof Belisarfe 
he paused ; betrayed in that single moment of is 
life some emotions of surprise and perplexity; "i 
reluctantly soundedaretreat to save hisTtifeAiit> 
nina, his treasures, and the only harbour wkiA 
he possessed on the Tuscab coast. The vexsto 
6f his mind produced ah ardent atid almost niortil 
fever ; and Rome was left without protoion '^ 
the mercy or indignation of Totili. Tbecoo- 
tinuance of hostilities had embittered the featiomil 
hatred, the Arian clergy was ignominioHsljAi^s! 
from Rome ; Pelagius, the archdeacon, ret\ircei 
without success from an embassy to the GS: 
camp; and a Sicilian bishop, the envoy or nuncij 
6f the pope, was deprived of both his hands, fe 
daring to utter falsehoods in the feemce of & 
church and state. 



J?^ Famine had relaxed the strength 

tiie Gouw, of the garrison of Rome^ They couM derive cc 
^^* effectual service from a dying people; and tie 
inhuman avarice of the merchant at 



Sorbed the vigilance of the governor. Fotitfei^' 
rian sentinels, while their companions skpl, ^ 
their officers were absent, descended by a ropefoo 
the wall, and secretly pr6posed to the GdthiciH 
to Introduce his troops into the city. Theofl':' 
Was entertained with coldness and suspicion; ttej 
rieturned in safety; they twice repeated their vi^^^ 
the place was twice eikamined; the coftspiracy^^'^ 
known and disregarded: and no sooner liac/W^^ 
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fcoHsented to the attempt, than they unbarred tlie chap. 
Asinarian gate, and gave admittance to theGk)ths< ,^^[^^ 
Till the daiHOi of day they halted m order of battle, 
apprehensive of treachery or ambush ; but the 
troops of Bessas, with their leader, had already 
escaped; and when the kingwaspressed to disturb 
their retreat, he prudently replied, that no sight 
could be more grateful than thatof aflying enemy« 
The patricians, who were still posseted of horses, 
Decius, Basilius; &c, accompanied the governor ; 
their brethren, among whom Olybrius, Orestus, 
and Maaumus, are named by the historian, took 
refuge in the cfaurdi of St. Peter ; but the asser-^ 
tioQ, that olily five hundred persons remained in 
the capital, inspires some doubt of the fidelity ei- 
ther of his narrative or of his text. As soon as day- 
light had displayed the totire victory of theGk)ths, 
their monarch devoutly visited the tomb of the 
priace of the aposttes ; but while he prayed at the 
altar, twc^nty-five' soldiers, and sixty citizens, were 
put to tbe sword in the vec^tibule of the temple. 
The archdeacon Pelagius'' stood befcn'e him with 
the jgospels in his band. " O Lord, be merci- 
" 6il to your servant/* •* Pelagius,*^ said Totila 
with an msulting smile, ** your {»ride now conde- 
'^ scends to become a suppliant.^' **Iama suppli^ 
" aiit," replied the i)rudent archdeacon ; " (Jod has 
'' now m^ us your subjects, and ^ your subjects 

'^ During (he long exile, and after the death of Vigillits, the Ro* 
man chuvk was governed, at fiityt by the archdeacon,, and at length 
(A. D. 555) by the pope Pelagius, who waa not thought guiltless ot 
the sufferings of his predecessor. See the original lives of the popes 
under the name of Anaataaius* (Muratori, Script. Rer. Italicanun, 
torn, ui, P. i, p. 130, 131), who relates uvenik curious incidents of 
th« tiege^ of Borne and the w4i« of Italy* 
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CHAP. ** \ve are entitlefd to your clemency." At nis 
XLiii. humble prayer, the lives of the Romans were 
spared; and the chastity of the maids and matrons 
was preserved inviolate from the passions of the 
hungry soldiers. But th^y were rewarded by the 
freedom of pillage, after the most precious spoils 
had been reserved for the royal treasury^ The 
iKiuses of the senators were plentifully stored with 
gold and silver ; and the avarice of Bessas had 
laboured with so much guilt and shame for the 
benefit of the donqueron In this revolution, the 
sons and daughters of Roman consuls tiasted the 
misery which they had spurned or relieved, wan- 
dered in tattered garments through the strieets of 
the city^ $nd begged theur bread, perhaps without 
success, before the gates of their hereditary man- 
sions. The riches of Rusticiana, the daughter of 
Symmachus ^nd widow of Bo^thius, had been 
generously devoted to alleviate the calamities of 
famine. But the barbarians were exasperated by 
the report, that she had prompted the people to 
overthrow the statues of the great Theodorio; and 
the life of. that venerable matron would have been 
sacrificed to his memory,' if Totila had not re- 
spected her birth, her virtues, and even the pious 
motive of her revenge- The next day he pro- 
iiounced two orations, to congratulate and admo- 
nish his victoriQus Goths, and to reproach the 
senate, as the vilest of slaves, with their perjur)% 
folly, and ingratitude; sternly declaring, that their 
estates and honours were justly forfeited to the com- 
panions of his arms. Yet he consented to forgive 
their revolt, and the senators repaid his clemency 
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by despatching circular letters to their tenants chap. 
and vassals ill the provinces of Italy, strictly to ,,^^^^ 
enjoin them to desert the standard of the Greeks, 
to cultivate their lands in peace, and to learn 
from their masters the duty of obedience to a 
Gothic sovereign* Against the city Which had 
so long delayed* the course of. his victories he 
appeared inexorable : one-third of the walls, in 
different parts, wei*e demolished by his command; 
fire and engines prepared to consume^ or subvert, 
the most stately works^ of antiquity i and the 
world was astonished by the fatal decree, that 
Rome should be changed into a pasture for cattle. 
The jRrm and temperate remonstrance of Belisa-* 
rius suspended the execution; he warned the bar- 
barian not to sully his fatoe by the tlestruction of 
those monuments which were the glory of the 
dead, and the delight of the living ; and Totila 
was persuaded, by the advice of an enemy, to 
preserve Rome as the ornament of his kingdom, 
or the fairest pledge of peace and ' reconcilia- 
tion* When he had signified to the ambassadors 
of Belisariiis, his intention of sparing the city, 
he stationed an army at the distance of one 
hundred and twenty furlongs, to observe the mo- 
tions of the Roman general. With the remainder 
of his forces, he marched into Lucania and Apulia, 
and occupied, on the summit of mount Garganus,** 

* Mount Garganos, now Monte St* Angelo, in the kingdom of Naple^i . 
i^uns three hundred stadia into the Adriatic sea, (Strab. 1. vi, p. 43^» , 
U)d in the darker ages was illustrated by the apparition, miracles, and 
church of St. Michael the archangel. Hotace, a native of ApuUa or. 
i-ucanda, had seen the ekns and oaks of Garganus labouring and bal.<* 
VOL. VI I. B b ^^^^8 
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CHAP, one of the camps of Hannibal.^ The senators 
XLiii. ^g|^ dragged in his train, and afterwards con- 



fined in the fortresses of Campania : the citizens, 
with their wives and children^ were dispersed in 
exile ; and during forty days Rome was aban- 
doned to desohite and dreary solitude.*^ 
byBe^ Tlie loss of Rome was speedily retrieved by 
'»«•• an action, to .which, according to the event, the 
FfbrHni^. * public opinion would apply the names of rash- 
ness or heroism. After the departure of Totila, 
the Roman general sallied from the port at the 
head of a thousand horse, cut in pieces the ene* 
my who opposed his progress, and visited with 
pity and reverence the vacant space of the eternal 
city. Resolved to maintain a station so conspi-^ 
cuous in the eyes of mankind, he summoned the 
greatest part of his troops to the standard which 
he erected on the Capitol : the old inhabitants 
were recalled by the love of their country and 
the hopes of food ; and the keys of Rome were 
sent a second time to the emperor Justinian, 
The walls, as far as they had been demolish- 
ed by the Goths, were repaired with rude and 
dissimilar materials ; the ditch was restored ; 

lowing with th? north wind that blew on that lofty coast, (Carm. ii, 
9. Rpiet. ii, i, SOI). 

9 I cannot aacertain this particular camp of Hansibal ; but the Punic 
quartera were long and often in the neighbourhood of Arpi, (T. Li v. 
xzli, 9, It; xxiT, 3. &c.). 

« Totila .... Homam ingreditur . . . . ac evertlt muros domos 
riiquantaa igni comburens, ac oihnee Romanorum re* in praedam ac- 
eepit, hes ipaos Romanoain Campaniam captivoa abduxit. Pottquam 
devaatationem, xl aut amplius dies, Roma fuit ita desolata, ut nema 
ibi homlnum» nisi {niUUg^) b«Bti« morarentur, (Marcelliq. in Chron. 
p. 54). 
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iron s[^es' were (NTofuselj scattered in the high* chap. 
ways to annoy the feet of the horses ; and as ^^"^; 
new gates could not suddenly be procured, the 
entrance was guarded by a Spartan rampart of 
his bravest soldiers. At the expiration of twenty* 
five days, Totila returned by hasty marches from 
Apulia, to avrage the injury and disgrace. Be- 
lisarius expected his approach. The Goths 
were thrice repulsed in three general assaults ; 
they lost the flower of their troops ; the royal 
standard had almost fallen into the hands of 
the enemy, and the fame of Totila sunk, as it 
had risen, with the fortune of his arms. What- 
ever skill and courage could achieve, had been 
performed by the Roman general ; it remained 
only, that Justinian should terminate, by a 
strong and seasonable effort, the war which he 
had ambitiously undertaken. The indolence, 
perhaps the impotence, of a prince who despised 
his enemies, and envied his servants, protracted 
the calamities of Italy. After a long silence, 
Belisarius was commanded to leave a sufficient ' 
garrison at Rome, and to transport himself in- 
to the province of Lucania, whose inhabitants, 
inflamed by catholic zeal, had cast away the 
yoke of their Arian conquerors. In this ignoble 
warfare, the hero, invincible againiit the powgr 
of the barbarians, was basely vanquished by the 
delay, the disobedience, and the cowardice of 

' Th« ^ribuU are saUll engines witb four fpikei, one fixed in th# 
ground, the three otheri erect or advertt, (Procopiut, Cfothic. 1. iii, 
^. 24. Just. JLipiiut, foUfxeetstf, 1. v, c S). The meU|»hor WM 
]N>rrowed from the trihuU, {UniLe$itrQp$), $n kerb with n pricklj fhiit 
^nuoon 4n Italy, (Martin, ad VirgU. Georgic. ii^ 159, vo1» ii, f. 39). ^' 
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cti AA rof^fl niece, who wished tn reward her Msm\ 
^^'^^' hat the fanpedineiit 4»f his previous marriage w» 
asserted by the piety of Theodora. The prided 
royal descent was ^irritated l^ flattery; andtk 
service in which he gloried> hsd proved himcapa 
hie of bold aiid sanguinary deeds. The deatltol 
Justinian was resolved^ but the conspirators ik 
layed the execution till they could surprise Beli 
sarins disanned» and naked^ in the palace ot Cos 
itantuiiqple. Not a hdpe could be entertained oi 
shaking his long^ried fidelity; and ihtyjusil} 
dreaded the revenge, or rather justice^of tteve^ 
teran general, who aiight speedily asseml^ie an 
army in Thrace to punish the assassins, and per- 
haps to enjoy the ihiits of their crime. Delay af 
folded time for rash oommunications wad honest 
confessions : Artaban and bis accomplices were 
condemned by the senate, but the extreme c)^ 
mency ef Ju^inian detataed ibeok in tbe s 
confinement of the palace, till he pardaDed# 
flagitious attempt agamst bis throne and life. If 
the emperor forgave his. enemies, he must cor- 
dially embmce a fiiend whose victories were alow 
remembered, and who was endeared to his priBce 
by the rec^it circumstance of their common d^' 
ger. BeKsariiis reposed from bis toils, in tbebi^ 
station of general of the East and count of tite 
domestics; and the olcfer consuls and patricians 
respectfiiUy yielded the precedency of rank to 
the peerless merit of the iirst of the Bomm' 

* The hofiouri of BeUsftriUB are gladf commemorated bgrbiiKC'^' 
(Procop. Goth. L iii, c 35 ; 1, iv» ic 21). The title of 2«^ny« >" 
triUfUted, at least in thia inaUnee, hf pnef^ua pnrtoio; *^^* 



The first of the Romans still submitted to be cbap. 
the slave of his wife ; but the servitude of habit ^^^V?"'- 
and affection became less disgraceful when the 
death of Theodora had removed the baser influ-^ 
ence of fear. Joannina their daughter, and 
the sole heiress of their fortunes, was betroth- 
ed to Anastasius, the grandson, or rather the 
nephew, of the empress,* whose kind interposi^ 
tion forwarded the consummation of their youth* 
ful loveSi But the power of Theodora expired, 
the parents of Joannina returned,and her honour, 
perhap9»her happiness, were sacrificed to the re- 
venge of an unfeeling mother, who dissolved the 
imperfect nuptials before they had been ratified 
by the ceremonies of the church/ 

Before the departure of Belisarius, Perusia was- Rom* 
besieged, and few cities were impregnable to the ^en by 
Gothic arms. Rftvenna, Ancona, tod Crotona» ^^^f^g^ 
still resisted thebarbarians; and when Totila asked 

ibHitary churacter^ maipMer milttum is more proper and applicable # 
(Ducai^e, Gloss. Grskc, p. 1458, 1459). 

* AlemannusrCad Hist. Arcanam, p. 68) : Ducange, (Familiae By* 
zant. p. 98), and HeinecCius, (Hiit. Jurif Civilis, p. 434), all three 
represent Anastasius as the son of the daughter of Theodora ; and their 
opinion drmly reposes on the unambiguous testiuMny of Procopius, 
(Anecdot. c. 4, S^^tfyarftitt twice repeated). And yet I will remark* 
K That in the year 547, Theodora could scarcely have a grandson of 
the age of puberty : ?. That \ie are totally ignorant of this daughter 
and her husband; and, 3. That Theodora concealed her bastards, and 
that her grandson by Justinian would have been heir-apparent of the 
empire. 

y The etfietprnfiaret^ or sins, of the hero in Italy and after his return, 
arc manifested m^mf»%etXo^r^f^ and most probably swelled, by th*e au4 
thor of the Anecdotes, (c. 4, 5). The designs of Antonina were fa* 
voured by the fluctuating jurisprudence of Justinian. On the law of 
marriage and divorce, that emperor was trocho versatilior, (Heinnec* 
eiua. Element. Juri*. Civil, ad Ordioera Pandect. P. iv, I^*. $3IS). 
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CHAP* ia nuuringe ope of ihe daiigfater» of France, he 
^^^^' was stung by the just reproach that the king of 
Italy was unworthy of his title till it was acknow- 
ledg€4 by the Roman people. Three thousand of 
the bravest soldiers had been left to defend tho 
cap^. On the suspkiosa of a monopoly, they 
massacred the governor, and announced to Justi- 
nian, by a deputation of the clergy, that unless . 
their offence was pardoned and their arrears were 
satijified^ they should instantly accept the tempt- 
ing offert^ of Totila, But the officer who suc- 
ceeded to the command (his. name was I>jpgeDes) 
desefved their esteem and confidence ; and the 
Goths, instead of finding an easy conquest, en* 
countered a vigorous resistance from the soldiers 
and people, who patiently endured the loss of the 
port, and of all maritime supplies. The siege of 
Bonne would perhaps have been raised, if the li- 
bearatity of TotiU to the Isaurians had not en- 
couraged some of their venal countrymen to copy 
the example of treason. In a dark n^ht, while 
the Gothic trumpets sounded on another side, they 
silently opened the gate of St. Paul : the bar- 
barians rushed into the city ; and the flying gar- 
rison was intercepted before they could reach the 
harbour of Centumcellae. A soldier trained in 
the school of Belisarius, Paul of Cilicia, retired 
with four hundred men to- the mole of Hadrian. 
They repelled the Goths; but they felt the ap- 
proach of famine; and their aversion to the taste 
of horse-flesh confirmed their resolution to risk the 
^vent of a desperate and decisive sally. But then- 
spirit insensibly stooped to the offers of capitula- 



OF THB BOMAN IMPIBS. STT 

tion : they retrieved their arrears oi' pay» and pce^ gb af. 
served their axms and horses, by inlisting in the J ^^.^^ 
service of Totiia; their chiefs^ who pleaded a laud^ 
able attachment to their wives and children in the 
East, were .disknissed with honour ; and abpm 
four huadred enemies, who had taken refuge in 
the sanctusMries, were saved by the clemency of the 
victor. He no hmger entertained a wish of de- 
stroying the edifices of Rome/ which he now re- 
spected as the seat of the Gothic kingdom : the 
senate mid people were restorcid to tbehr country t 
the meacis c^ subsistence were libei^ally provkkd; 
and Totiia, in the robe of peacct exhibited the 
equestrian games of the circus. Wfaalst be amuasd 
the eyes of the multitude, four hundred vesseb 
were prepared for the embarkatkiti of his tcofi|ia. 
The cities of Hh^um and Tarentiun itere 
reduced ; he passed into Sidly, the objeet of bis 
implacable i?es^itment; and the idand waa stri|^ 
ped of its gold and silver, of the fruits of tkm 
earth, and of to infinite numbed of horses, sheef^ 
end oxen, Sardinia and Ciorsiea obeyed the fbr^ 
tune of Italy ; and the sea-coast of Qreece was 
visited by ^ fleet frf three hundred galleys,* The 

' The Romans were still attached to the monuments of their ao- 
oestors ; and according to Procopius, (Goth. I. iv, c. 22), the galley 
of Aneasy of a single rank of oars, 2S,|iet in bniultlit 120 in IcQglli. 
w^ pwserved emtire in the n^vaUa, near Monte Tealaceo, 9X the foot 
of the Aventi^e, (Nardini, Roma Antica, 1. vii, c. 9, p. 460. Dona» 
tus, Roma Azftiqua, L iv, c 13, p. SS4> Hut all anti^ty is ignorant 
of this relict 

* In these seas, Ffocopius searched without siiectn for the isle oi 
Calypso. He was shewn, at Ph«ada or CorcyiiU tke petrified Alp of 
Ulynest (Odyss.^i, 163); but he found it A recent faMc of iBon|r 
«toQe«, dedicated hy o mercbont t» iupiter Caaiiut» <L hr, «. 99%. 
£ustatbiu8 had supposed it to be t|ie fanciful lilceneai of « cock. 
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cfiAF« Goths Were landed in Corcyra and the ancient 
continent of Epirus; they advanced as far as Ni- 
o^lis, the trophy of Ai]gustu!s, and Dodona,^ 
once famous by the oracle of Jove. In every 
step of his victories, the wise barbarian repeated 
to Justinian his desire of peace, applauded the 
concord of their predecessors, and offered to em-* 
ploy the Gothic arms in the service of the em* 
pire. 
tiM^ Justinian was deaf to the vmce of peace ; but 
Justinian he Dcglectcd the prosecution of war; and the 
tuc irar, ii^dolence of his temper disappointed, in some 
X D. 549. ciegree, the obstinacy of his passidns* Fr^mi this 
salutary slumber the etnperof was awakened by 
the pope VigiliuB and the patrician Cethegusi 
who appeared bef<»*e his throne, and adjured him^ 
in the name of God and the people, to resume 
the conquest and deliverance of Italy. In the 
choice of the generals, caprice, as well as judg-^ 
ment, was sdiewn. A fleet and army sailed for 
the relief of Sicily under the conduct of Liberi* 
us ; but his youth and want of ^experience were 
afterwards discov^red^ and brfoi^ he touched the 
shores of the island he was overtaken by his suc- 
cessor. In the place of Liberius, the conspirator 
Artaban was raised from a prison to military 
honours ; in the ykms presumption, that grati- 
tude would animate hb valour and fortify his 
allegiance. BeUsarius reposed in the shade of 
his laurels, but the conunand of the principal 

•* IL d^AnvUle (Blmoireft de TAcad. torn, zzxii, p. 513-.52S) il- 
lattratcs Um golf of AaJbtmdm; bat he cumot aacotalnt 1m atua^ 
tion of Dodona. A coutttiy ia tight oCItaigr i» ksifc&ownthan tl^ 
irild»( 



firnby was nesntvM&r Gemautti* the empemr^s chap. 
hepbewy whose TB&k and merit had been lour ^^^^ 
depressed bjr the jealousy of the ^ court. Theo^ 
4MB. had injuned 'him in the r^ts of .a private 
citaisen, the raaniage of his chiUnen, and the tesf 
tarnent of ius hrotber ; and ahhxmgh bis.€CHuiuct 
was pure and Uameiessi Justinian was displeased 
that he should be thaa^^ht worthy of the confi<> 
dence of the . kna}etXNitent& The life of Ger*- 
maitius was a lessail of implicit obedience ; he 
Bobly refused to prostitute his name and charac* 
ter in the factaoak of the drcus : the gravity of 
his manners was tempered by innocent dieer^ 
fulness ; and liia riches were lent without m* 
terest to in<%ent* ot deservii^ friends. His 
valour had fdcmerly triumphed i)ver the Sda* 
vooians of the Dtoube and the rebc^.of Africa: 
tht first report' of his promotion revived the 
hopes ^f the Italians : and he was privately as« 
sured^ that a crowd of Roman deserters would 
abandon, on his approach, the'. standard of To* 
tila. His second marriage with Jk&lasoiitha> 
the grand^daughter of Theodoric, endeared Ger* 
maiius to the Goths themselves; and they march* 
ed with relttctante against the father of a royal 
infant, the last* offspring of the line of Amali.^ 
A splendid allowance was assigned by the em« 

* See the acU of Germaaiu in the public (Vandal. 1. ii, c. 16. 17. 
iBt Goth. 1. Hi, c. 31, St) and private history, (Ane^dt. c. 5), an4 
tlMMe of hit ion Justin, in Agathias, (1 iv, p. ISO, 131). Notwith» . 
standing an ambiguous expression of Jemandes, fi%tri suo» Alemannus 
W proved that he was the son of the emperor's brother* 

' Conjnncta Anidorum gens cum Amali stirpe spem adhuc utrius* 
^ue generis promittit, (Jomandet, c. <»0, p. 70^. He Vrot^ at R^ 
yfxm, before the death* of Totila. 
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CHAPi peror: the general coDtribttted hm pmkk 
XLin. 
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ke iorpMMd^ in the pfomptitude aad wsmi 
kb kfies, the ttpectstioii of mankind. Hen 
permitted to select some squadrons of Tkna 
candry : the Tetcrans, as well as Ike joutlitf 
Constantiiiople and Earape^ eogBgeA their tv 
Inntary service ; and at far as the heart of Gff 
many, his fame and IHberakty attracted thed 
of the faarbaiiatis. The Rmnans adviDcetltii 
Saidiea ; an army of Sdavonians fled befon 
their ourch ; but within two days of ^i^ 
departure, the ^aigns of Gnmantu ww\a- 
minated by his malady and death. Yettkifr 
pulse which he had given to the Italian warsti 
continued to adt with eneiffy and effect. "Bi 
maritime towns^ Ancona, Cn^na, Centunol 
Ise, resisted the assaults of Totila. Skij^ 
reduced by the seal of Artaban, and tiieGott 
navy was defeated near the icoast of the HkId^ 
atic. The two fleets were almost equals fort; 
seven to fifty galleys : the victory wasdeciiW 
by the knowledge and de^tterity of the Greek; 
but the ships were so closely grappled, tbaton* 
]y twelve of the Goths escaped from this idiX' 
tunate conflfet. They affected to depreciate jb 
demrat in whkh they were um&illed, buttbetr 
own experience confirmed the truth of amaxi^ 
that the master of the sea wUl always acquireti^ 
dominion of the land, * . 

• The third book of Procopius is terminated by tbede^^ » 
manliB, (Add. L iT, c. 93, U, tSg 26}. 
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After the kss of Genaattiii tiie natioiis n^ef^ cuap. 
provokttd to smites by the strtnge intelligecice) -^ f?L 
that the coamuuid of the Boniaii armies was chmcter 
given to an euttuch* Bif t the eunuch Narses' b ^^^' 
ranked among the few who have rescued that un* the eu. 
happy name from thecentemptandhatredof man- Nams, 
kind. A feeble diminutive body concealed the ^ ^* *^^ 
soul of a statesman and a warrior. His youth had 
been »n|^yed in the management of the loom 
and distaff, in the cares of the household, and the 
service of female luxury ; but while his hands 
were busy, he secretly exercised the faculties of a 
vigorous and discemmg mind. A stranger to the 
schools and the camp, be studied in the palace to 
dissemble, to flatter, and to persuade; and as soon 
as he approuehed the p^^son of the emperor, Jus- 
tinian listened with surprise and pleasure to the 
manly counsels of bis chamberlam and private 
treasurer.* The talents of Narses were tried 
and improved in frequent embassies *, he led an 
army into Italy, acquired a practical knowledge of 
the war and the country, and presumed to strive 

' Procophis relates the vihole seciM of tUf second Gothic mx imd 

the victory of Narses, (]. i v, c. 2 1 . 26-S5)^ A splendid scene I Among 
the six sutjccts of epic poetry which Tasso revolved in his mind, he 
hesitaied between thejeofi^uetts of itmly Ify BcHnrius and hgr Nazves, 
(Hayley's Works, vol. iv, p. 70>. 

• The country of Nhrses is unknown, since' he must not be con- 
founded with the Ptntoneiiian. Procoi$ius fltyles him (Goth. 1. ii, 
c. 13) Hm^iXtxmf :^ffifitmr»»9 rmftMf ; Paul WaiHefrid (1. ii, c. 3, p. 776) 
Chai tularius : Marcellinus adds the name of CubicuUrius. in an in- 
scription on the Salarian Bridge he is entitled Ez^onsul, Ex-prsepo- 
situs, Cublculi Patricius, (Mascou, Hist, of the Germans, 1. xiii, c. 
^^)« The law of Theodosius again&t eu:iuch's was obsolete or abpiish- 
^t (Annotation xx); but the foolish prophecy of the Roma]|^s f^h^ 
^•ted in fuU vigour, (Procop. 1. iv, c. 21 >. 
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CHAP. withtliegeiiiwofJBdiaErius. Twelve yeanate 
^'^;_ his return, the eunuch was chosen to acUevetk 
conquest which had been left imperfect bjte 
first of the Roman |;enerals« Instead of boi; 
daasled by vanity or emulation, he seriooslyit 
clared, that untess he were armed with aosl^ 
quate force, he would never consent to risklii 
own glory, and that of las sovereign. Jrdm 
granted to the favourite, what he might bavt 
denied to the hero : the Gk>thic war wasiekimt 
led from its ashes, and the preparations vereoo) 
unworthy of the ancient majesty of tbeemfire. 
The key of the public treasure was put )^^ 
hundf to collect pagazines, to levy soklien,to 
|»urehase arms and horses, to discharge tliear* 
rears of pay, and to tempt the fidelity ofthefi> 
gitives and deserters. The troops of Gmm 
were still in arms; they halted at Salooaintk 
expectation of a new leader; and le^oDsof sul)< 
jects and allies were created by the welUbfm 
liberality of the eunuch Narses, The king«l 
the Lombards'" satisfied or sui^ssed the A 
gations of a treaty, by lending two thousafli 
two hundred of his bravest warriors, who veit 
followed by three thousand of their martial 2^ 
tendants^ Three thousand Heruli fought oa 
horseback under Philemuth, thejr native ciief; 
and the noble Aratus, who adopted themaBQ^ 
and discipline of Rome, conducted a band o( 

^ Paul Wirnefrid, the Lombard, recordf with compU«»^ ^ 
guceour, icrvice, and honourable dismission of bis coantr^me^^' 
publics Romans adversus smuios adjutorcs fuerant, (L u« ^ , ^ 
7T4, •diu Grot.). I am surprised that AiMn, their B»art«jW' 
^ sot l«ad his subject* ito persea, 
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veterans of. the same nation. Dagistheus was chap. 
released from prison to command the Huns; and ^^^J^^ 
Kobad, the grandson and nephew of the great 
king, was conspicuous by the regal tiara at the 
head of his faithful Persians, who had devoted 
themselves to the fortunes of their prince.^ Ab- 
solute in the exercise of his authority, more abso- 
lute in the aflfection of his troops, Narses led a nu- 
merous and gallant army from Philippolis to Sa- 
lona, from whence he coasted the eastern side of 
the Hadriatic as far as the confines of Italy* His 
progress was checked. The East could not siip« 
ply vessels capable of transporting such multitudes 
of men and horses. The Franks, who, in the ge» 
Reral confusion, had usurped the greater part of 
the Venetian province, refused a free passage to 
the friends of the Lombards. The station of Ve-.^ 
rona was occupied by Teias, with the flower of 
the Gothic forces ; at)d that skilful commander 
had overspread tlie adjacent country with the fall ' 
of woods and the inundation of waters/ In 
this perplexity, an officer of experience proposed 
a measure, secure by the appearance of rashness ; 
tliat the Roman army should cautiously advance 
along the sca-^shore, while the fleet preceded their 

' He was, i( not an impostor, the son of the blind Zames, saved by 
compassion, and educated in the Byzantine court by the yarious mo- 
tives of poIiqTff pride* and generosity, (Procop. Persic. U U C fS). 

^ ki the time of Augustus, and in the middle ages* the whale waste 
from Aquileia to Ravenna was covered with woods, lakes, and morass^ 
es. Man has subdued nature, and the land has been cultivated, 
since the waters are confined and embanked. See the' learned re- 
searches of Muratori, (Antiquitat. luliae medii iEvi, totn. i, dissert, 
xit, p. 253, 25i), from Vitrttvius, Strab*, Herjsdian, »ld Gt|arter«, 
and lAcal knowledge. 
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cnAT. iurcb, and suocesshrelj east a brid^ ef boftt^ 
"'"■ orcr the mouOs (rftlie rirers, the UmaTus, tiie 
Brenta, the Adige, and the Po, that fall into the 
Hadriatic to the north of Raveiiiia. Nine days 
Be repoaed in the dtj, collected the firagments of 
the Italian annj, and mardied towards Bimini 
to meet the defiance of an insoHing' ^lemy. 
]^J|^|2^ TheprodenceofNarsesinipdledhiintoqKedj 
cTTotiia, and decisive action. His powers were the last 
i^. eftnt of the state : die cost erf* each day accu- 
nmlated the enmrnods aocoonl; and the nations, 
untrained to discipline or fatigue, m^t be 
rashly provoked to turn their arms agaipst each 
other, or against their benefactor. The same 
cmisiderations might have tempered the ardour 
of Totila. But he was conscious, that the cler- 
gy and pec^le of Italy aspired to a seomd revo- 
hition : be felt or suspected the rapid progress 
of tieason, and he resolved to risk the Gothic 
kingdom on the chance of a day, in which the 
valiant would be animated by instant danger, 
mhd the disaffected might be awed by mutual 
ign<Mrance. In his march from Ravenna, the 
Romim general chastised the garrison of Rimi* 
ni, traversed in a direct line the hills of Urbioo, 
and re*entered the Flaminian way, nine miles be- 
yond the perforated rock, an obstacle of art and 
nature which might have stopped m retarded his 
progress,* The Goths wereassembledintheneigh- 

1 TIm FtominJan waj, as it is corrected from tb« Itineraries, and the 
Ws^ modem m^ps, by d^Anvillc, (Analyse de fltalk, p. 147-162). 
may ht tktis stated*^— Rons to Karui, 51 Eoman miles : Tem.i, 57; Spo- 

leto, 
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>urhoo<l of Rome, they advanced, without delays chap. 
» seek a superior enemy, and the two armies ap- 
*oached each other at the distance of one hun- 
red furlongs, between Tagina"" and the sepul-^ 
ires of the Gauls." The haughty message of 
Farses was an offer, not of peace, but of pardon, 
he answer of the Gothic king declared his reso- 
ition to. die or conqueri " What day*" said the 
lessenger, " will you fix for the combat ?" " The 
eighth day," replied Totila : but early the next 
Lorning he attempted to surprise a foe, suspicious 
r deceit, and prepared for battle. Ten thousand 
[eruli and Lombards, of apjHroved valour and 
oubtful faith, were placed in the centre. Each 
f the wings was composed of eight thousand Ro-^ 
lans ; the right was guarded by the cavalry of the 
luns, the left was covered by fifteen hundred 
hosen horse, destined, according to the emergen- 
ies of action, to sustain the retreat of their friends, 

to, 75; Foligno, 88; Nocera, l03; Cagli, 142; Intercisa, 157; 
ossoxxibrone, 160; t^aooi lt6; Fesaro, 184; Riyiivx, 208-*about 
69 English miles. He takes no notice of the death of Totila ;. bu]t 
^Tesseling (Itinerar. p. 614) exchanges for the field of Taginaa the 
nknown appellation of Ptamaa, eight miles from Nocera. 

^ Taginst oi* rather Tadiose, Is metitibned by Pliby X bttt the bi- 
iiopric of that obscure town, a mile from Gualdo, in the plaih, waa 
nited, in the year 1007, with that of Nocera. I'he signs of antiquity 
re preserved in the local appellations, F&snaiOt the camp ; Caprdiat 
^aprea; BaatiOf Busta Gallorum. See Cluverius, (Italia Antiqua« 

ii, c. 6, p. 615, 616, 617); Lucus Holstenius, (Annotat. ad Cluver. 
. 85, S6) *j Guasizesi, (DisSertat. p. 177-317, a professed inquiry), and 
he maps of the ecclesiastical state and the march of Ancoiia, by i.« 
Claire and Magini. 

" The battle was fought in the year of llome 458 ; and the consul 
Decius, by devoting his own life, assured the triumph of his Country 
ind his colleague Pahius, (T. Liv. x, 28, 89). Procopius ascribes to 
?amillus the victory of the Busta Galhmm; and his error is branded 
5y Cluverius with the natldnal reproach of Graecoruiti hugamenta. 
VOL. VH. C C 
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chap: or to encompass the flank of the enemy. I*ro«l 
his proper station at the headof the right wing» the 
eunuch rode along the line> expressing by his voice 
and countenance the assuranceof victory ; exciting' 
the soldiers of the emperor to punish the guilt and 
madness of a I>and of robbers ; and exposing to 
their view, goTd-cfaains, collars* and bracelets, the 
rewards of military virtue. Frowi the eveni of a 
single conrbat, tliey drew an onvea of suocess^ J and 
they beheld with pleasure the course of fifty 
archers, who maintained a small enunence gainst 
three successiveottacksofthe Gothic cavalry. At 
thedistanceonty of t wobow*.»hots,Che armies spent 
the morning in dreadful suspense, and the Romans 
tasted som^ necessary food,, without unloosening 
the cuirass from their breast, or the bridle from 
their horsesv Narses awaited the charge ; and it 
was delayed liy Totila till he hdd received his last 
succours of two thousand Goths. While he con- 
sumed the hours in fruitless treaty^ the king ex- 
hibited in a narrow space the strength a^d agility 
of a warrior. His anmrnr was enchased with gold ; 
his purple banner floated with the wind ; he cast 
his lance into the air ; caught it with the right 
tand ; shifted it to the left ; threw himself back- 
wards; recovered his seat ; and managed a fiery 
steed in all the paces and evolutions of the eqnes- 
trian school. As soon as the succours had arrived, 
he retired to his tent, assumed the dress and arms 
of a private soldier, and gave the signal of battle. 
The first line- of cavalry advanced with mojre cou- 
rage than discretion, and left behind them the in- 
fantry of the second line. They w ere soon en- 
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^gfec^belti^en) tbe horns of a ci^escent, into which chap. 
thfe acfv^eRse wings^ Had' been insensibly curved, ,^^"tu 
and W0i^ saliited ft'onv either side by the volleys 
of four tlMmsdttd archers, ^heir ardour, and 
even tlieipdidtress^ dro^re them forwards to a close 
and utfequal dofiffict, in which fhey could only 
use tbei^ l«aice^ against a^i eMmy Equally skilled 
in alt the instrUfnimts of w^. A generous' emu- 
lation^ inspired' the* Romans and their barbarian 
^lies: mid Napses> who^ catoly viewed and di^ 
reefed Iheiff efforts^ doubted to whom he should 
adjudge the prize of superior bravery < The Goth- 
ic cavalry was astonished and disordered, press* 
ed and broken ; and the line of infantry^ instead 
of presenting their spears, or opening their in- 
tervals, were trampled under the feet of the fly- 
ing horse. Si^c thousand of the Goths were 
stitoghtered, widbout mercy, in the field of Ta^ 
gina. Their prince, with five attendants, was ' 
overtaken by Asbod, (rf the race of the Gepidae- 
" Spare the king- of Italy," cried a loyal voice, 
and Asbad struck his lance through the body of 
Totila* Tlie Irtow was instantly revenged by 
the faithful Goths ; they transported their dying 
monarch sevea miles beyond the scene of hi^ 
disgrace; and his last moments were not embit- 
tered by the presence of an enemy. Compas- 
sion afforded him the shelter of an obscure tomb ;. 
but the Romans were not sati^sfied of their vic- 
tory, till they beheld the corpse of the Gothic 
king. His bat, enriched with gems, and his 
bloody robe, were presented to Justinian by thr 
messengers of triumph.^ 

• Tjieophanes, Chron, p. 1^3. Hist. MisceU. 1. xvi, p. 108. 
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CHAP. Ab 0oon as Norses bod paid his derotioosto^ 
J^illll* Author ofvictoiy, and the blessed Virgin, kisp^ 
Conquer cuIiaT patTooessp^ he praised^ rewarded, andi- 
^ N^. ™S8ed the Lombards. The villages had beeniv 
dttcedtoashesby these valiaiit8avages;theyiaTis!i 
edoiatroiis and virgitis on the altar; t^drreiicst 
was diligently watched by a strong detachDoeoi^" 
ri^^ar forces, who prevented a repetition of tk 
like disorders. The yictorious eunuch pursuedbii 
march through Tuscany, accepted the submissioi 
of the Goths, h^rd the acclamations>ai)d(te 
the complaints, of the Italians, and encom^ 
the walls of Rome with the remainder of lib ior- 
midable host. Round the wide circaafereoce, 
Narses assigned to himself,and to each of bisk 
tenantsia real orafeigned attack^ while he silentl; 
marked the place of easy and unguarded entrance 
Neither the fortifications of Hadrian'5 moka^ 
of the port, could long delay the progress of i^ 
conqueror ; and Justinii^ once more received tk 
keys of Rome, which, under his reigo^hadbeffl 
Jive times taken and recovered.** But the dei 
venwce of Rome was the last calamity of the Ro- 
man people^ The barbarian allies of Narses toi^ 
frequently confounded the privileges of pea^^" 
war : the despair of the flying Goths found sofflf 

/ Evagrius, 1. iv, c. 24. The inspiration of the Virgin ks^^'^^ 
Narses the day, and the Word, of battle; (Paul Diacon. i^''^^ 

•i Er* ri»trti (UtftXivnrt r# wtfit^rtt Ux«. Itt the ycJtf 538 bj 
sarius, in 5i6 by Totila, in 547 by Belisarius, in 549 byTotib-"' 
in 552 by Karaes* Maltrety^ had inadvertently translated »^ 
a mistalK which h< afterwards retracts: but the mischif/'^*^*^' 
and Cousin, with a train of French and Latin readers, have ^^^ 
into the snare. 



coDsolatibft in sanguinary revenge:' ^!tdthr^'CHA>. 
hundred youths of the noblest families, who had ^J^l^l^ 
been sent as hostages beyond the P6, were inhu- 
manly siain' by tJie successor of Totila. TheYate 
of the senate suggests an awftil lesson of the vi- 
jcissituiie of hiiban affahrs. Of the senators whom 
Totila had banished from their country, some 
were rescued by an officer of Belisarius, and trans- 
ported from Campania to Sicily; while Dth^t-s 
were tod guilty to cOnfiJie ih the cleitiency 6f 
Justinian', or too poor to provide horses for their 
escape to the' sea^shore. ' Their brethren lan- 
guished five years in a state of indigence and 
exile : the victory of Narses revived their hope^; 
but their premature return to the metropolis was 
prevented by the furious Goths ; and all the fort- 
resses of Campania were stained with patrician' 
blood. After a period of thirteen centuries, th^ 
institution 6f Roniulus expired ; and if the nobles 
of Rome still assumed the title of senators, few 
subsequent traces can be discovered of a public 
council, or constitutional order. Ascend siK^ 
hundred' years, and contemplate the kings of the 
earth soliditing an audience, as the slaves or 
freedmen of the Roman senate !* - 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The bravest of defeat and 
the nation retired beyond the Po ; and Teias was xeias, the 
unanimously chosen to succeed and revenge their Jjl^crtls/ 

' Compare two. passages of Procoplus» (K iii, c. 36 ;. 1. iy, c. 24), 
which, with, some collateral hints from MareelUnus andJoraandep, 
iliustrate the state of the expiring senate. 

• See, in the example of Prusias, as it is delivered in the fragment 
of Polybiug, (Excerpt. Legat. xcvii^ p. 9^7r 928), a curious picture ^ 
* royal slave. 
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CHAP, ^parted hero. The «cw king iminediat%!se&t 
..^h!llU ambassadors to imfloffej or ratlier to pffrchase, 
A. D. 553» the aid of the Franks, and^noUy kurished forthe 
"^^ public safety, the rkbes whkh bad beea deposit- 
ed in the palace of Pavaa. Hie raridoe rf the 
royal treawre was gmrded by kis kroCber AH- 
gem nt Cumae in Gampunia; b«t tke strong 
castle wbk^ Toitila kad fortifiedf waa doaelj be- 
sieged by the anna of N»aeB. From the Alps 
to the foot of mount y<efiUFkis, tke ^^otkic kii^, 
by rapid and secret OMur^hes, a<iranced to tbe re- 
lief of bis brothefj eluded tke vi^ance of Ike 
Roman chiels, imd pitched kis -camp en the banks 
of the Sarnus or JOraco,^ wbiA flows from Nti- 
ceria iato the bay of Naples. Tke «ver sq»- 
rated tke two armies : sixty dayis weve QMnum- 
ed in distamt und IVtititfess combats, and Tdas 
jsmintajoed this iinportwt|>ost, till ke was deserted 
ky kis fleet and the kope <c^ auribaistence* WHk re- 
luctant steps ke ascended tke Lactaricm ttouot, 
where the physicians lof Rome, ^ffioe the time of 
6alen,had sent their putients for the benefitof tha 
air and the luiik.'' But the Ootbs «oon embraced 
a more generous resolution : to descend the liiUi 

* Tlie ^^««» of Procopitti (Gatb. 1. iy. o, S3) ii eprld^entlx the Sar- 
nus. Tlie text ifl accused or altered by the rash violence of CIuveriuF, 
<U iv, c. 3, p. 1 156) : but Camillo Pellegrini of Naples <Dificoni sopra 
^ Casi|«mla Felice, p. 339, 331) hA$ ||iK>ved £rom old records, that as 
early as the year 622 that river was called the Dracontio, or Dracoa- 
ceUo. 

» Galen (dc Method. Medendi, l.v, apudCluver. Liv, cStpAUO, 
1100) describes,the lofty site, pure air, and rich milk of mount Lac- 
tarius» whose medicinal benefits were equally known and sought in 
the time of Symmachus, XI* ▼!» epist. 1S>, and Cassiodorius, (Var. xi| 
)0). Nothing is 9QW left except t)ie name of the town of Lcttere* 
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) dismiss theif hor^esii ^d to die in ariaa, lutid chap* 
I the possession of fr^e^o^fi. The king marched ^.^Jj^JI!^ 
t their head, beariug in his right hand a laace, 
nd an ample buckler in his left: with the one he 
bruckdeadthafoi'emastofCM assailants; with the 
ther he received the weapoos which every hand 
ras ambitious to aim against his life* After a 
ombat of mwy hours, his left arm was fatigued 
y the weight of twelve javelins which hui^ from . 
lis shield. Without moving from his ground, or 
uspendiag his Mows, the hero called aloud ^n hisi 
ittendants for a fresh buckler, but in the moment^ 
vhile his side was uncovered, it was pierced by a 
aortal dart. He fell: and his head eiialted on ^ 
pear, proclaimed to the nations, that the Gothic 
kingdom was no more* But the example of hia 
leath served only to animate the companions who 
md sworn td perish with their leader. They 
fought till darkness desc^a4ed on the earth. They 
reposed on their arms« The combat was renQwed^ - 
tvith the return of light, tod maintained with un** 
ibated vigour till the Evening of the second day« 
The repose of a second n^ht, the want of wat^r* 
and thelos&of their braTOstchampions^determiaed 
the surviving Goths to accept the fair capitulation 
which the prudence of Narscs was ineUned to pro-^ 
pose. They embraced the alternative of residing 
in Italyas the subjects and soldiers of Jttstiiiia&,€ir 
departing with a portion of their private wealth, in 
search of some independent country.^ Yet the 

« Buat (torn, xi, p. 2, &c.) conYeya to his favonrite fitfvkrb tkia rtm- 
nant of Goths, who by others arc burfed in the mountain's of tTrt, or* 
restored to their native isle of Gothland, (Masi^u, Annot. xsd); 



S92 THB DECLINK AKD FALL 



XUIL 



CHAP, oatb of fidelity or exile was alike rejected by 
one tbousaod Goths, who broke away before the 
treaty was signed, and boldly effected their re- 
treat to the walls of Pavia. The spirit, as well 
as the situation, of Aligem, prompted him to 
imitate rather than to bewail bis brother: a strong 
and dexterous archer,hetran^ierced with a single 
arrow the armour and breast of his antagonist ; 
and his military conduct defended Cumae^ above 
a year against the forces of the Romans. Their 
industry had scooped the Sibyll's cave' into a 
prodigious mine; combustible materials were 
introduced to consume the temporary props: the 
wall and the gate of Cuma& sunk into the ca- 
vern, but the ruins formed a deep and inacces- 
sible precipice. On the fragment of a rock, Ali- 
gem stood alone and unshaken, till, he calmly 
surveyed the hopeless condition of his country, 
and judged it more honourable to be the friend 
crf'Narses than the slave of the Franks. After the 
death of Teias, the Roman general separated his 
troops to reduce thecitiesof Italy ; Lucoa^ sustained 
a long and vigorous siege : and such was the hu- 
manity or theprudenceofNarses^thattherepeated 

' I Iwye Scaliger« (Animadvers. in Eiueb. p. 69), and Salmasius^ 
(Exercitat. Plinian. p. 51, 53), to quarrel about the origin of Coins, 
the oldest of the Greek colonies in Italy, (Strab. I. v, p. 37?; Velleius 
PiMecculua, h i, c. 4)> tUvetn^ vapwt in Juvenalfs time, (Satir. iiOt 
apd nov in ruina, 

* AgatbJ>8 (L i, c. 21) settles the Sibyll's cave under the walls of 
Cumse I heagrees ^Ith Seryius, (ad. L vl, ^neid.) ; nor can I percdve 
why their opinion should be rejected by Hoyne, the excellent editor of 
Virgil, (tpm. ii, p. 650, 661). In urbe medii secreta reHgio! But 
Ciunc yw not yet built ; and the lines (L vi/ 96, 97) would become 
ridiculous, if ^neas were actually in a Greek city* 
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perfidj of the inhabitants cbiild not ]»rovokQ Uift chap. 
to exact the forfeit lives of their hostages. . These JJJ^^ 
hostages ivere dismissed in . safety ; and their 
grateful zeal at length subdued the: obstinacy, of 
their cpuntr3rmen.* 
Before Luccli had surrendered, Italy was over- inva«<>n 

•'of Italy by 

whelmed by a new deluge of barbarians. A fee^ the Franks 
ble youth, the grandson of Clovis, reigned tfver ^nu' 
the Austra^ans or oriental Franks. . The ffuardv a- ^- ^^^^ 

August- 

lans of Theodebald entertained with coldness 
and reluctance the magnificent prcmisies of the 
Gothic ambassadors. But the sfirit oi a mar-y 
tiai people outstripped the timid counsels of the 
court : two brothers, Lothaire andtBucc^Un,^:the 
dqkes of the Alemanni, stood forth astheltoders 
of the Italian war ; and sdventy-five thousand 
Germans descended in the autumn from) ihe 
Rhaetian Alps into the plam of Milan/ The van-> 
guard of the Roman, army was stationed near 
the Po, under the conduct of Fuldaris^ a bold He* 
rulian, whorashly conceived; t&at ^rsonal bravj6ry 
was the sole dnty and merit, of a commander. As 
he marched without order or preGaution^long 
the .ffimilian way, an ambuscade of- Franks skidn 
denly arose from the amphitheatre/of Parma :: his 
troops were surprised and routed; but. their leadiei^ 
refused to fly, declaring to the last moment ikhat 

• There is some difllculty in connecting tlie 95ih efaspter of tUe ivth 
book of the Gothid wwr «r'Pcoqpplus with.the dimi poc^ of the Vstofy 
of Aggthias We must now relint^uish a statesman and soldier, to at- 
tend the footsteps of a poet and rhetorician,' (1. i, p. 11 ; I. ii, p» ^h edit. 
Louvre). . . . - ,V • > 

•* Among the fabulous exploits of Buccelip, he discomfited and slew 
Belisarius, subdued July and Sicily^ &c. ^ce, in the Historians of 
France, Gregory of Tours, (tom. iU !• liif c. S2, p. 20S), and Aimoini 
Uom. iii, h ii, de Gestis Francorum , c» 83> p. 59). 
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CHAP, death was tes& terrible than the angry comiteii* 
J^I^IJL "« ^^ Narses. The death of Fulcaris, and the 
retreat of the sunriving chiefs/ decided the fluc- 
tuating and rebellious temper of the Goths ; t;hey 
flew to the standard of their deliverers, and ad- 
mitted them into the cities which still resisted 
the arms of the Roman general. The conqueror 
of Italy opened a free passage to the irresistible 
torrent of barbarians. They passed under the 
walls of Cesena^ and answered by threats land 
reproaches the advice of Aligern, that the Gothic 
treasures could no longer repay the labour of an 
inva^n. Two thousand Franks were destroyed 
by the skill and valom* of Narses himself, who 
sallied from Riinini at the head of three hundr^ 
horse, to chastise the licentious rapine of their 
march. On the confines of Samnium, the two 
brothers divided' their forces. With tke.ri^ht 
wing, Buocelin assumed the spoil of Campania, 
Lucania, and Bnitiium : withi the left, Lothaire 
accepted the plunder of ApuUa and Calabria. 
They followed the coast of the Mediterranean and 
the Hadriatic, as far as Rhegtum and Otranto, 
and the extreme lands of Italy were the term of 
their destructive progriess. The Franks, who were 
Christians and catholics, contented themselves 
with simple pillage and occasional murdcif. But 
the churches which their piety had spared, were 
stripped bj the sacrilegious hands of the Ale- 
numni, who sacrificed horses heads to their native 
deities of the woods and rivers :^ they melted 

* Agathias notices their luperstition in a philosophic tone, Q. i, p. 
18)» At Zii^, ia SwUzerliud, idol^tiy fttiU prevailed in tb<e jear 613 1 

St. 
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or ^ofoned the oobsecrated TBssds, snd tine rains chap, 
of shrines and altars wenestmned with the bbxid .^^.?L 
of die faithfui Buccelin was actHated by am^ 
b«tian» and Lotfaaire by ararice. Tbe former 
^s^ed to restore tlie Gothic kugdom : the lat- 
ter, after a finamise to hJs brotlter of speedy soc* 
coorg^ retoiuied by the same road to deposit liis 
treasure beyond the AJps. The strength of their 
anudbee was already wasted by the change of 
climate aud contagitMOi of disease : the G^rmana 
revelled in tke Tintage of Italy ; and their ovm 
intemperance areiDged» in some degee, the mi- 
series of a defenoeless people* 

At tbe lentra^ce of the sprmg, the imperial ^^^^ 
troops^, who had :guarded the dties, assembled «id Aier 
to the mrmber of eighteen thousand men, in the nw^/^ 
©eighbQuriiood «f iRiome. Their whiter honrs a. d. ss% 
had not been consumed in idleness. By the 
cooimand, and after the example, of Narses, they 
repented each day ^ their military exercise on foot 
and on horseback, accustomed their ear to obey 
the sound of tbe trumpet, and practised the 
steps and evolutiotis of the Pyrrhic dahce« From 
the straits of Sicily, Buccelin, with thirty thou* 
sand Fra;nks and Akmanni, slowly mohred to- 
wards Capua, occupied with <a wooden tower 
the, bridge of Casilinum^ covered his ri|^ht by 
the stream of the Vultunuis^ and secured the 
the rest of his encampment,, by a rampart of 
sliarp stakes, and a eirde of waggons, whose 
wheels w^ace buried in the eart^* He impatiently 

St. Columban jiod St. Oall were the apostles of tfaat.nidecountrj'f and 
the latter fts^aded an heiinitage, which hasaweiilf4 i^taao e^lfidaalteft 
»1 princii^ality and a populous oit/, the $eat of iVeedop «b4 SOflWOTPfw 



^%>l»»»»»%% 



S9<S THE DKCLINB AND WAIA. 

CHAP, expeotedthe return of Lothaire ; ignorant, tli^! 

^""' that his brother couki never return^ andtkdte 
chief and his army had been swept awaybi 
strange disease^ on the banks of the lake Benaoi^ 
between Trent and Verona. The banners of Na^ 
ses soon approached the Vultumus, and the as 
of Italj were anxiously fixed on the event of tls 
final contest. Perhaps the talents of the RoQai 
generd were mort conspicuous in the calm oper- 
ations which precede the tumult of a battle Hh 
dulful movements intercepted the sahshteoceof 
the barbarian, deprived him of the advanta^of 
the bridge and river, and in the choice of 4ft 
groupd and moment of action, reduced him to 
comply with the incHnation of his enemy. On 
the morning of the important day, when tk 
ranks were already formed, a servant, for soioe 
trivial fault, was killed by his master, one of tie 
leaders of. the Heruli. The justice of pasaon 
of Narses was awakened : ha summoned tbe 
ofiender to his presence, and, without listeniii; 
to his excuses, gave tbe signal to the minister of 
death. If the cruel nutster had not infrin^ 
the laws of his nation, this arbitrary executioa 
was not less unjust, than it appears to have bees 
imprudent. The Heruli felt the indignity : 
they halted : but the Roman general, witl 
out toothing tiieii* rage, or expecting their i^- 
solution, called aloud, as the trumpets soasd- 
ed, that unless they hastened to occupy tl0 
place, they would lose the honour of the victoir 

* See the death of Lothaire in Agathias, (L 5i, p. 38), and P»^ 
Warneflrid, gamamed Diaconns, (1. ii, c 3, T75>. The Grtek n)»l5 
hkB cave and tear hiailesh. tf^ hod plundered charchtt. 
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His troops were disposed® in a long fronts the chap.^ 
cavalry on the wings ; in the centre, the heavy- J^^ 
armed foot ; the archers and slingers in the rear. 
The Germans advanced in a sharp-pdinted co- 
lumn, of the form of a triangle or solid wedge. 
They pierced the feeble centre of Narses, who 
received them with a smile into the fatal snare, 
and directed his wings of cavalry insensibly to 
wheel <m their flanks and encompass their rear. ^ 

The host <d the Franks and Alemanni consisted 
of infantry : a: sword and buckler hung by their 
side, and they, used, as their .weapons of offence, 
a weighty hatdiet, and a hooked javelin, which 
were only formidable in close combat, or at a 
short distance. The flower of the Roman ar- 
cherS) on horseback, and in complete armour^ 
skirmished without peril roiind this immovable 
phalanx", supplied by active speed the defioien*^ 
cy of number ; and aimed their arrows against a 
crowd of barbaHans, who, instead of a cuirass 
and helmet, were covered by a loose garment of 
fur or linen. They paused, they trembled, their 
ranks were confounded, and in the decisive mo*-' 
ment the Heruli^ preferring glory to revenge> 
charged with rapid violence the head of the 
column* Their leader, Sindbal, and Aligern, 
the Gothic prince^ deserved the prize of superior- 
valour ; and their example incited the victorious 
troops to achieve with swords and spears the 

• P^rt Daniel (Hist, de la Milice Fran9oise, torn, i, p. 17-21) has 
exhibited a fanciful representation o( this battle, somewhat in the 
manner of the Che\Tilier Foiard, the once famous editor of Folybius, 
who fashioned to his own habits and opinions all the military o^r^i- 
thons of «nti(^u!t7. 
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CHAP, destroction of tke enemy. BttccdiD» smd tb^ 
^^ l[t ^ greatest part of his anny» pemlied an the fieht 
of battle, in the waters of the VvltumBS, or by 
the hands of the enraged peasants : bat it may 
seem incredible that a rictory/ which no more 
than fire of the Alemanni survived, could be 
purchased with the loss of foarsd^e Romans* 
Seven thousand (roths, the relicts of the wsff, 
defended the fortress of Campsa till the enswbg^ 
spring; and every messenger of Narse9 an^ 
nounced the reduction of the Italian cities^ whose 
names were comq^ted by the ignorance 0t vani* 
ty of the Greeks.* After the battle of Casili- 
num» Narses entered the capital ; the arms smd 
treastU'es of the Gk)ths, the Franks, and Aleman-> 
ni, were displayed ; his soldiers, with garlands in 
their hands, chanted the praises of the conquer* 
, or ; and Rome, for the last time, beheld the sem*- 
blance of a triumph* 
^i^ent After a reign of sixty years, the throne of the 
juD.554-GU)thic kings was filled by the exarchs of Ra- 
venna, the representatives in peace and war of 
the emperor of the Romans. Their jurisdiction 
was soon reduced to the limits of a narrow pro- 
vince: but Narses himself, the first and roost 
powerful of the exarchs, administered above fif^ 
teen years the entire kingdom of Italy. Like 
Belisarius, he had deserved the honours of envy, 

' Agathfas (1. ii, p. 47) has produced a Greek epigram of six lines 
on this victory oi Narses, which is favourably compared to the battles 
of Marathon and Plat£^. The chief difference is indeed in their con- 
sequences — so trivial in the former instance-.— so peroiAnent and glo- 
rious in the latter. 

« The Beroi and Brincas of Theophanes or his transcriber (p, 201) 
must be read or understood Verona and Brixia. 



•»* » »l»%^% 
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cafumiiy, and disgrace: tmt the favourite eunucb cuAt»« 
still enjoyed the confidence of Justinian, or the ^^^^^' 
leader of a victorious army awed and repressed 
the ingratitude of a timid court. . Yet it was 
not by weak and mfichievous indulgence that 
Narses secured the attachment of his troop& 
Forgetful of the past, and r^ardless of the fu- 
ture, they abused the present hour of prosperity 
and peace. The cities of Italy resounded with 
the noise of drinking and dancing : the spoils of 
victory were wasted in sensual pleasures ; and 
nothing (says Agathias) remained, unless to ex- 
change their shields and helmets for the soft lute 
and the capacious hogshead.^ In a manly oration^ 
not unworthy of a Roman censor, the eunuch 
reproved these disorderly vices, which sullied their 
fame and endangered their safety. The soldia!*s 
blushed and obeyed: discipline was ccHifirmed, 
the fortifications were restored ; a dkke was sta*^ 
tioned for the defence and military command of 
eacli of the principal cities;* and the eye of Nar- 
ses pervaded the ample prospect from Calabria 
to the Alps. The remains of the Gothic nation 
evacuated the country, or mingled with the peo- 
ple : die Franks, instead of revenging the death 
of Buc£^in, abandoned, without a struggle, their 

kpavn a/i(p»^tMf mmt xai Ca^rtt et^o^o^Btt*, (Agathias, L ii, p. 4S). In 
the first eoene of BtdMOrd lU, .our En|^ish poet has beautifally en- 
larged aa.thls idea, for vvlvicb, hoTviever, he was not indebted to the 
Byzantine historian. 

i Matfei has proFe4, (Verona Illustrata, P. i, 1. x. p. 257, 239), a- 
gainst the confmon opinion, .that tjbe dukes of Italy were instituted 
hahrk the copquest of the Lombards by Narses himaelf. In the 
Pragn»t1p Sanction, (N*. S^). Justinian rcf trains the judices^militarc:'* 
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CHAP. Italian conquests: and the rebelUous Sindbld^ 
J^!^' chief of the Heruli, was subdued, taken^ and 
hun^ on a lofty gallows by the inflexible justice 
of the exarch.^ The civil state of Italy, after 
liie agitation of a long tempest, was fixed by a 
pragmatic sanction, which the. emperor promul- 
gated at the request of the pope« Justinian m* 
troduced his own jurisprudence into the schools 
and tribunals of the West: he ratified the acts of 
Theodoric andiiis immediate successors, buteyery 
deed was rescinded and abolished, which forcehad 
extorted, or fear had subscribed, under the usurp- 
ation of Totila. A moderate theory was framed 
to reconcile the rights of property with the safe- 
ty of prescription, the claims of the state with the 
poverty of the people, and the pardon of ofiences 
with the interest of virtue and order of society. 
Under the exarchs of Ravenna, Rome was de- 
graded to the second rank* Yet the senators 
were gratified by the permission of visiting their 
estates in Italy, and of approaching without ob- 
stacle the throneof Constantinople; theregulation 
of weights and measures was delegated to thepope 
and senate ; and the salaries of lawyers and phy- 
sicians, of orators and grammarians, were destin- 
ed to preservejor rekindle the l%ht of science in 
the ancient capital. Justinian might dictate bene- 
volent edicts,' and Narses might second his wishes 

^ See Pauluft Diacotius, 1. iif, c. ?, p. 776. Meminder (in Excerpt 
I^egat. p. 133) mentions some risings ii^ Italy by the Pranks, and 
Ti}eophanes (p. 201) hints at some Gothic rebelUotls. 

' The Pragmatic Sanction of Jaiitintan, which restores and regu- 
lates the civil state of Italy, consists of xzvii articles : it is dated Au- 
gust 15, A. D. 551; is addressed to Narses,' V. J. Prvposftus Sacri 

CuWcuK, 
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r the restoration of cities, and more especially chap, 
" churches. But the power <rf kings is most ef* ^^ ^1 "*^ 
ctual to destroy : and the twenty years of the 
othic war had consummated the distress and 
^population of Italy. As early as the fourth cam« 
li^, under the discipline of Belisarius himself, 
fty thousand labourers died of hunger" in the 
arrow region of Picenum f and a strict inter^ 
retation of the evidence of Procopius would 
(veil the loss of Italy above the total sum of her 
resent inhabitants.'' 

I desire to believe, but I dare not affirm, that invasion 
lelisarius sincerely rejoiced in the triumph of Nar- Buigari- 
Bs. Yettheconsciousnessof hisownexploitsmight •^•'^' ^* 
each him to esteem without jealousy the merit of 
. rival ; and the repose of the aged warrior was 
Towned by a last victory which saved the emperor 
md the capital. The barbarians who annually 
'isited the provinces of Europe were lessdiscourag* 
^d by some accidental defeats, than they were ex- 

'libiculi, and to Antiochua, Prasfectus Prfttorio Italis ; and has b«en 
)reserved by Julian Antecessor, and in the Corpus Juris Civilis, 
ifter the novels and edicts of Justinian, Justin, and Tiberius. 

"■ A still greater number was consumed by famine in the southern 
srovinces, without {\xT9t) the Ionian gulf. Acorns were used in 
the place of bread. Procopius had seen a deserted orphan suckled by 
% she-goat. Seventeen passengers were lodged, murdered, and eatan 
by two women, who were detected and slain by the eighteenth, &c. 

^ Quinta regio Piceni est ; quondam uberrims multitudinis, ccclx 
millia Pieentium in ftdem P. R. venere, (Plin. Hltt. Natur. iii, IS). 
In the time of Vespasian, this ancient population wm alrctdy flmi« 
ni»hed. 

** Perhaps fifteen oc sixteen mlHions. Procopius (Anecdot c. IS) 
computes that Africa lost five miliiqus, that Italy was thrice as ex« 
tensive, and that the depopulation wis in a larger proportion. But 
his reckoning is InSamtd by patfiioa, and tflooded with Btocettalnty. 
TOL. VII. JF d 
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CHAP, cited by the double h(^ of spoii and of suUr. 
^^^HVl I*^ the thirty-second winter of Justinian's wfB, 
the Danube was deeply frozen : Zabergan Uk 
cavalry of the Bulgarians, and his standard V2^ 
followed by a promiscuous multitude of Sdavi^ 
nians. The savage chief passed, without off&' 
ition, the river and the mountains, spread i 
troops over Macedonia and Tfarace, and advaih 
ced with no more than seven thousand hone If* 
the long walls which should have defended tk 
territory of Constantinople. But the woiis ol 
man are impotent against the assaults oiis^' 
a recent earthquake had shaken the foundatioib 
of the wall ; and the forces of the empire «ere 
employed on the distant frontiers of Italj) Am 
and Persia. The seven scfuMlsJ^ or comfs^ 
of the guards or domestic troops, bad been ^^ 
mented to the number of five thousand 6vekiir 
dred men, whose ordinary station was in tk 
peaceful cities of Asia. But the places of tk 
brave Armenians were insensibly supplied by la? 
citizens, who purchased an exemption from* 
. duties of civil life, without being exposed to* 
dangers of military service. Of such soldiers 
few could be tempted to sally from tliega^<^ 
and none cuuld be persuaded to remain ifl"*^ 



SIX 



field, unless they wanted strength and 
escape from the Bulgarians. Tlie report of tl>^ 
fugitives exaggerated the numbers and fiercen^^ j 
of an enemy, who had polluted holyvirgm^ 

. ' In the decay of the^e military 6chools, the boIvk of 
(AoecdQt. c 24; Aleuian,p, 102, 103) is confinned an<l»U"«^' ; 
Agathias, (1. v, p. 1^9),. who caiuiot be rejected as an hostile * 
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abandoned new-born infants to the dc^s and vul- cf hap. 

XLiir. 



tures-^ a crowd of rustics, imploring food and ^^"^* 



protection, increased the consternation o£ the 
city, and the tents of Zabergan were pitched at 
the dbtance of twenty miles,** on the banks &£ a 
small rivfir, which encii^cles Melanthias, and afj 
terwards falls into the Proponti$/ Justinian 
trembled : and those who had only seen the em- 
peror in his old age, were pleased to suppose, 
that he had hst the alacrity and vigotlr of his 
youth. By his command^ the vessels of gold and 
silver were removed from the churches in the 
neighbourhood, and even the sdburbs, of Con* 
stantinople) the ramparts were lined with trem* 
btihg spectators : the golden gat^ was crowded 
with usele^ generals and tribunes, and the se- 
nate shaded the fatigues and the apprehensions of 
the pof>ulace- 

But the eyes of the prhicfe and people tvere di- La«t vic4 
rected to a feeble veteran^ who was compelled by filusarius- 
the public danger to resume the armour in which 
he had entered Carthage and defended Rome. 
The horses of the royal stables/of private citizens, 
and even of the circus^ Were hastily Collected ; 

^ The distance from Constantinople to Melanthias, Villa Caesariana, 
(Amihi^n, iVlarcelHn. xxx, ll), is variously filed at 102 or 140 sta- 
dia, (Suidas^ torn. iU p* 532, 523;\ AgathiiH, 1. v, p. I5d)v ot xviii or 
xix miles; (Itineraria, p. 138, 230, 323, 332, and WesseUng^s Observ- 
ations). The first xii mites, as far as Rhegium, were paved by Jus- 
tinian, who built a bridge over a morass or gullet between a lake and 
the «ea, (Prpcop. de Edif. 1. iv, c 8)i 

* The Atyras, (Pompon. Mela, 1. ii, c. 2, p. 169, edit. Vbss). At. v 
the river*s mouth, a town or castle of the same ilame was fortified by 
Justinian, CProcop. de ^dtf. 1. iv, c..2 ; Itinerar. p. 570, a^ Weswl* 
ing). . . 

'Ddf2 
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CHAP, tk emniatiim of tlie old and Toane was roused 
y>^>,>,^, bjr the name of Bdisarins^ and ins fint 



nent was in the proenee of a TicCorioos awmy. 
His pradence, and the labour of the friendlj pea- 
sants, secured^ with a ditdi and nnnpart, the 
repose of the night: innnmcrahle fires, and 
doiidft of dusty were artfullr oontrired to mag- 
nify the opinion of his strength : his sohfiers sod- 
denlj passed from despondency to pscsumption ; 
and while ten thousand voices demanded the bat- 
tle, Belisarius dissembled his knowledge, that in 
the hour of trial he must depend on the firmness 
of three hunched Teterans. The next nKMrning 
the Bulgarian caralry advanced to the diarge. 
But thej heard the shouts of multitudes, thej 
beheld the arras and dise^iiie of thefiront ; they 
were assaulted cm the flanks by two ambuscades 
which rose from the woods ; their fcnremost war- 
riors fell by the hand of the aged h«^ and his 
guards ; and the swiftness of their evolutions was 
rendered useless by the close attack and rapid 
pursuit of the Romans. In this action (so speedy 
was their flight) the Bulgarians lost only four 
hundred horse; but Constantinople was saved; 
and Zaberpan, who felt the hand of a master, 
withdrew to a respeptful distance. But his 
friends were numerous in the councils of the em- 
peror, and Belisarius obeyed with reluctance, the 
cammands of envy and Justinian, which forbade 
him to iichieve the deliverance of his country. 
On his return to the city, the people, still con- 
scious of their danger, accompanied his triumph 
with acclamations of joy and gratitude, which 
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were isaputed as a crime to tbe victorious gene- odap 
rai. But wben be entered the palace, ttie court- J^^I!4, 
iers were silent, aed the emperor, after a cold 
and thankless embrace, dismissed him to mingle 
with the train of slaves. Yet sa deep was the 
impression of his glory on the minds of men, that 
Justinian, in the seventy-seventh yeai" of his age, 
was encouraged to advance near forty miles from 
the capital, and to inspect in person the restor- 
atien of tbe long walK The Bulgarians wasted 
the summer in the plains of Thrace : but they 
were inclined to peace by the failure of their 
rash attempts on Greece and the Chersonesus. , 
A menace of kiiUng their {Misoners quickened 
the payment of heavy ransoms ; and the depart* 
ure of Zabergan was hastened by the report, that 
double-prowed vessels were built on the Danube 
to intercefrt his passage* The danger was soon 
forgotten; and a vain ques^n, whether their 
sovereign had shewn more wisdom or weakness, 
amused the idleness of the city.' 

About two years after the last victory of Beli-' His di«- 

ffi'scc And 

.sarius, the empercH* returned from a Thracian deitb. 
journey of health, or business, or devotion^ Jus- ^ ^' ^^* 
tinian was affiicted by a pain in his head ; and his 
private entry countenanced the rumour of his 
death. Before the third hour of the day, the 
baker's shops were plundered of their bread, the 
houses were shut, and every citzen, with hope or 
terror, prepared for the impending tumult. The 

* Tb« Bulgarian war, and the last victory of Belisarias, are im« 
perfectly represented in the prolU declamation of Agathias, (]. 5, p. 
lM*l14i), and the dry Chronicle of Theophanes, (p. Id7, 1$8), 

Dd3 
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CHAP, senators themselves, feaffiil and susjncious, were 
,^,^^^ convened at the ninth hour ; and the prefect re- 
peived their commands to visit every quarter of 
the city, and proclaim a general illummation for 
the recovery of the emperor*s health. The fer- 
ment subsided ; but every accident betrayed the 
impotence of the government and the £M:tious 
temper of the people : the guards were disposed 
to mutiny , as often as their quarters were 
changed or their pay was withheld : the fre- 
quei^t c^amHies of &r«s and earthquakes afford- 
ed the opportunities of disorder ; the disputes of 
the blues and greens, of the orthodox and here- 
ticsy degenerated into blQ<»dy battles; and in the 
presence of the Persian ambassador, Justinian 
blushed foj: hiipsejf and for.hig subjects. Capri- 
ciouspardon ^d arbitr^ypunishmtot embittered 
the irkspm^ness ^nd discontent of a long reign : a 
conspiracy wa${ fprmed in the palace ; and, unless 
we are deceived by th§ names of Marcdlus and 
Sergius, the mostyirtuQUs and the most profligate 
of the QDM^t jer^ were ats^ociated in the same de- 
signs* Ti^ey had fixed the time of the execution ; 
their rank ga,v^ them aiccess to the royal banquet; 
and their black slaves* Vfer^ stationed in the Festi- 
bule an4 porticos, jto announce the death of the 
tyrant, and to excite a sedition in the capftaL But 
, the indiscretion of ^n accomplice savqd the poor 

remnant of the day§ of Justinian. Tlie conspir- 

* l4wf* They could scarcely be real Indians ; and the JBtbiopians, 
sometimes known by that name, were never used by the ancients as 
guards or followers : they were the trifling, though costly, objects 6f fe- 
male and royal luxury, (Terent. Eunuch, act. i, scene ii ; Sueton. in 
August, c. 83, with a good note of Casaubon, in Caligula, c. 57). 
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ators were detected and seized, with da^ers chap. 
hidden under their garments : Marcellus died by ^^^^!^U 
his own hand, and Sergius was dragged from 
the sanctuary.* Pressed by remorse, or tempt- 
ed by the hopes of safety, he accused two offi- 
cers of the household of Belisarius ; and torture 
forced them to declare thht they had acted ac- 
cording to the secret instructions of their pa- 
tron."" Posterity will not hastily believe that 
an hero, who, in the vigour of life, had disdain- 
ed the fairest offers of ambition and revenge, 
should stoop to the murder of his prince, whom 
he could not long expect to survive. His follow- 
ers were impatient to fly ; but flight must have 
beea supported by rebellion, and he had lived 
enough for nature and for glory. Belisarius ap- a. d. 563. 
peared before the council with less fear than in- ^^' ^' 
dignation : after forty year's service, the emperor 
had prejudged his guilt; and injustice was sancti- 
fied by the presence and authority of the patriarch. 
Thelife of Belisarius was graciously spared ; but his 
fortunes were sequestered, and from Dece^lbeT to 
July, he was guarded as a prisoner in his own 
palace. At length his innocence was acknow- a. d. 5e4« 
ledged ; his freedom and honours wer^ restored ; ^^^^ ^^* 
and death, which mightbehastened by resentment 
and ffrief, removed him from the world about a. d. 565, 

'^ March IX 

« The Sergius (VandaL 1. ii, c. 21» %2i Aoecdot. c 5) aod Mar-> 
cellus (Goth. ]. iii, c. 38) are mentioned by Prooopius. See Theo- 
phaoes, p. ]97» 201. 

> Aiemannus (p. 3) quotes ao old Byxa«tine MS. ivliic)i hot \)ee9 
printed in the Iniperium Orientftle of Kanduri. 
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CHAP, tight montlis after his deliverance. The name of 
..^^L Beli89riu8cannever<He:butinsteadofthef«n^aU 
the monuments^ the statues, so justly due to his 
memory, I only read, that his treasures, the spoils 
of the Goths and Vandals, were immediately con- 
fiscated by the emperor. Some decent portion 
was reserved, however, for the use of his wid9W ; 
and as Antonina had much to repent* she devoted 
the last remains of her life and fortune to the 
foundation of a convent. Such is the simple and 
genuine narrative of the fall of Belisarius and the 
ingratitude of Justinian.^ That he was deprived 
of his eyes, and reduced by envy to b^ his 
bread, *^ Give a penny to Balisarius the general !" 
is a fiction of later times,' which has obtained 

y Of the^sgrace and restoration of Belisanus, the genuine original 
record is preserved In the figment of John Malala, (torn, if, p. ?34* 
> tiS), and the tsact Chronicle of TheopbaiiM, (p. 1^80^ Cvdre- 

nua, (Compend. p. 387, 388)i and Zonoras, (tpm* ii» It xiv« p. 69)^ 
aeem to hesitate between the obfcalete truth and the growing falsehood. 
• The sotifee of this idle fable may be derived from amisc d la n eo u a 
worlc of the ziith ctntory, the Chiliads of John Tsetsset» a monk, <B«ail, 
] 546, ad calcem Lycophront, Colon. Allobrog. Idli, in Corp. Poet. 
Grsec.)* He relates the blindness and beggary of Bellsarias in ten 
vulgar or fuUUieal veraes, iCbiliad iii, N^ S9» 39S«S4S> in Corp. Poet. 
Grcec. tom. ii» p. 311). 

U*itmf*» |yXivMr »f»nn i/Sm vy f««X/f 

This moral or romantic tale was imported into Italy with the Ian- 
guage and manuseripts of Greece; Jtpcated before the end of the 
zvth century by CHnitus» Pentanus* and Volaterranus ; attaciced by 
Alciat, for the honour of the law ; and defended by Barooius (A. D. 
4SI» N«. 9, Ac.) for the iMnour of the ehorch. Yet Tsetses him* 
aelf had read in etfer chronidet, that Belisariua did not loae hi» 
ftt|ht» and that he recovered his fame and fortunes. 
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credit» or rather favour, as a strange exan^le ef chap. 
the vkifsitudes of fortune.* xlih. 

If the empi^or could rejoice in the death of Death and 
Belisarius, he enjoyed the base satisfaction only ^^^^ 
eight months, the last period of a reign of thirty- wan. 
eight, and a life of eighty-three, years. It would nov.'h, ' 
be difficult to trace the character of a prince who 
is not the most conspicuous object of his own 
times : but the confessions of an enemy may be 
recced as the safest evidence of lus virtues. The 
resemblance of Justinian to the bust (rf'Domitian, 
is maliciously urged;*" with the acknowledg- 
ment, however, of a well-proportioned figure, a 
ruddy complexion, and a pleasing Countenance* 
Theemperorwaseasyof access, patient of hearing, 
courteous and affable in discourse, and a master 
of die angry passions, which rage with such 
destructive violence in the breastof adespot. Pro- 
copius praises his temper to reproach him with 
calm and deliberate cruelty ; but in the conspira- * 
cies which attacked bis authority and person, a 
more c»)did judge will approve the justice or 
admire the clemency of Justinian. He excelled 

* The statue in the Yilla Borghese at Borne, in a sitting posture, 
with an open hand, which is vulgarly given to Bclisarius, may be 
ascribed with more dignity to Augustus in the act of propitiating Ne* 
mesis, (WinkeUnan. HisL de TArt. torn, iii, p. 266). Ex nocturno 
visu etiam stipem, quotannis, die certo, emendicabat a ])opulo, cavam 
manum asses porrigentibus praebens, (Sueton. in August, c. 91, with 
an excellent note of Casaubon). 

^ The ruhor of Domitian is stigmatized, quaintly enough, by the 
pen of Tacitus, (in Yit. Agricol. c. 46) ; and has been likewise noticed 
by the yoimger Pliny, (Panegyr. c. 48), and Suetonius, (in Domitian, 
c. is, and Casaubon ad locum). Pracopius (Anecdot. c. B) foolishly 
believes that only one bust of Domitian had reached the vith century* 
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CHAP, in the private virtues of chastity and imp- 
XLiii. ^(^ . but the impartial love of beauty wid 
have been less mischievous, than his conjwl 
tenderness for Theodora ; and his abstoniw 
diet was regulated, not by the prudence rf> 
philosopher, but the superstition of a moii 
His repasts were short and frugal : onsolm 
fasts, he contented himself with water andveget- 
ables ; and such was his strength, as weB asfe 
vour, that he frequently passed two days amis 
many nights, without tasting any food. Vem 
sure of his sleep was not less rigorous: ateftt 
repose of a single hour, the body was awskarf 
by the soul, Snd, to the astonishment of hischiB- 
berlains. Justinian walked or studied till * 
morning light. Such restless application proK'; 
ed his time for the acquiation of knowledjf; 
and the despatch of business: aodhemi^tset 
ously deserve the reproach of confonnding,^ 
minute and prep<Mtarous (filigence, the genea 
order of his administration. The emperor pi* 
fessed himself a musician and architect, apoetaj 
philosopher, a lawyer and theologian ; and »» 
failed in the enterprise of reconciling the Chnstai 
sects, the review of the Roman jurispru^na"'' 
nobl^ monument of his spirit and industry. I""' 
government of the empire, he was less wiseor Ks 
successful: the age was unfortunate ; tbej)# 

• The rtudin and wieiice of Justinian are attested by « , 
sioB. (Anecdot. c. 8. 13), stUl more than by the Pf»i** ' j, 
iii. c. SI ; de Ediflc. L i; Proem, c. 7), of Procopiat w 
copious index of Atanannus, and read the Ufe QlJasUBia'! 
T»ig, (p. 13«-1«> 
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wa$ bppressed and discontented; Theodora abus^ chap. 

Ttl f IT 

ed her power ; a succession of bad ministers dis- ^^^^^^ 
graced his judgment ; and Justinian was neither 
beloved in Ins life, nor regretted at his death. 
The love of fame was deeply implanted in his 
hreasty but he condescended to the poor ambition 
9f titles^ honours, and contemporary praise ; and 
while he laboured to fix the admiration, he for^ 
felted the esteem and affection of the Romans. 
The design of the African and Italian wars was 
boldly conceived and executed 2 and his pene- 
tratioa discov^ed the talents of Belisarios in 
the camp» of Narses in the palace. But the 
name of the emparor is eclipsed by the names of 
his vlctoriouis generals ; and Belisarios still lives, 
to upbraid the' envy: and ingratitude of his sove- 
reign. The partial favour' of mankind applauds . 
the genius of a cmiqiieror, who leads and directs 
his sid^jects in the ex^cise of arms. The characr 
tersc of Philip II and of Justinian are distinguish- 
ed by the coldfambifion which delights in war, . 
and declines the dangers of the field. Yet a co- 
lossal statue of bronze represented the emperor 
on horseback, preparing to march against the 
Persians in the habit and armour of Achilles. 
In the great square .before the church of St. So- 
phia, this monument was raised on a brass co- 
lumn and a stone pedestal of seven steps : and 
the pillar of Theodosius, which weighed seven 
thousand four hundred pounds of silver, was 
removed from the same place by the avarice and 
vanity of Justinian. Future princes 'were more 
just or indulgent to his memory; the elder Andro- 
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CHAP. Qkus, io the beginning of the fourteenth eokr, 
Jii^!h. repaired and beautiied his equestrian stw: 
since the fall of the em[Hre» it has beenniM 
into cannon by the victorious Turks/ 

I shall conclude this chapter with the cxiaA 
the earthquakes, and the plague, wbicb astoh 
ished or afflicted the age oi Justinian. I 
^^^j^ L In the fifth year of his reign, sndinfc 
63S* month of September, a comet* was seen im 
twenty days in the western quarter of tkiK» 
vens, and which shot its rays into the M 
Eight years afterwards, while the suo vasis, 
Capricorn, another comet appeamd to iohi^ 
the Sagitary : the size was gradually iDcreasD;< 
the head was bi the East, the tail in the Wesi 
and it remained visible about forty dsjs. Tk 
natiQns, who ga2ed with astoaisiun^eip^ 
wars and calamities firom their baleful iniam 
and these expectations were abundantly fii'^"^ 
The astronomers dissembled their ignorance n 
the nature of these blazing stars, which thejat 
fected to represent as the floating meteors of* 
air ; and few among them embraced the siflip 
notion of Seneca and the Chaldaeans, tiuit^f 
are only planets of a longer period and nw^*^ 

•* See iD the C. P. Christiana of Ducange, (l i# «• ^ ^_^ 
chain of origioal testimonies, from Pr;copiii8 in theviw» 
in the xvitb* century. . j^ 

« The first comet is mentioned by John Malala» (^°^'^t^, 
219), and Theophanes. (p. 154); the second ^yl^^^^j^^t^ 
). ii, c. 4). Yet I strongly suspect iheir identity. '^'^^^jg.Kt 
the sun (VandaL L ii, c 14) is applied by Th«oplwne« (P- ^*' 
difi'erent year. 
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centric moticMi/ Time and science have justi* chap. 
fied the conjectures and predictions of the Ro* ^,^^^ 
man sage : the telescope has opaied new worlds 
to the eyes of astronomers;^ and, in the narrow 
space of history and fable, one and the same 
comet is already found to have revisited the 
earth in seven equal revolutions of five hundred 
and seventy-five years. The Jirst^^ which ascends 
beyond the Christian era one thousand seven 
hundred and sixty-seven years, is coeval with 
Ogyges the father of Grecian antiquity. And 
ihis appearance explains the tradition which 
Varro has preserved, that under his reign the 
planet Venus changed her colour, size, figure, and 
course; a prodigy without example either in past 
or succeeding ages.' The second visit, in the 
year eleven hundred and ninety-three, is darkly 
implied in the fable of Electra the seventh of 
the Pleiads, who have been reduced to six since 
the tiime of the Trojan war. That nymph, the 

' Seiieca*s viith book of Natural Questions displays, in the theory 
of comets, a philosophic mind. Yet should we not too candidly con. 
found a vague prediction, a veniet tempus, &c with the merit of real 
discoreries. * 

K Astronomers may study Newton and Halley. I draw my hum- 
ble science from the aiticle Comete, in the French Encyclopedic by 
M. d\4Jainbert. 

^ Whlstoo» the honest, pious, visionary Whiston, had fancied, for 
the era of Noah's flood, (2 J42 years before Christ), a prior apparition 
of the same comet which drowned the earth with its tail. 

^ A digsertation of Freret (Memoiresde TAcademle des Inscriptions, 
torn. X, p. 337-^77) affords an happy union of philosophy and erudi- 
tion. The phenomenon m the time of Ogyges was preserved by Var- 
ro, (apud Augustin. de Civitate Del, xxi, 8), who quotes Cijstor, Dion 
of Naples, and Adrastus of Cyzicus — nobiles mathematici. The two 
subsequent periods are preserved by the Greek mythologists ard the 
spurious books of Sibylliije verses. ' 
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CHAP, wife of Dardanus, was unable to support the 
JJ;^][J^ ruin of her country ; she abandoned the dances 
of her sister orbs, fled from the zodiac to the 
north pole, and obtained, from her dishevelled 
locks, the name of the comet The third period 
expires in the year six hundred and eighteen, a 
date that exactly agrees with the tremendous 
comet of the Sibyll, and perhaps of Pliny, which 
arose in the West two generations before the 
reign of Cyrus. The fourth apparition, forty- 
four years before the birth <rf Christ, i» of all 
others the most splendid and important. After 
the death of Caesar, a long-haired star was con- 
spicuous to Rome and to the nations, during the 
games which were exhibited by young Octavian, 
in honour of Venus and his uncle. The vulgar 
opinion, that it conveyed to heaven the divine 
soul of the dictator, was cherished and conse- 
crated by the {nety of a statesman : while his 
secret superstition referred the comet to the 
glory of his own times.*" The Jifth visit has 
been already ascribed to the fifth year of Justi- 
nian, which coincides with the five hundred and 
thirty-first of the Christiarf era. And it may 
deserve notice, that in this, as in the preced- 
ing instance, the coinet was followed, though at 
a longer interval, by a remarkable paleness of 
the sun. The sixth return, in the year eleven 
hundred and six, is recorded by the chronicles 

^ Pliny (Hist. Nat. ii, S3) has transcribed the original memorial of 
Augustus. Mairan, in his most ingenious letters to the P. Parennin, 
missionary in China, removes the games and the comet of Septem- 
ber, from the year 44 to the year 43, before the Christian era ; but I 
am not totally subdued by the criticism of the a8trx)nom«r, (Opus- 
cules, p. 27^3^1). 
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of Europe and China; and in the first fervour of chap. 
the Crusades, the Christians and the Mahomet- ^^"'i;. 
ans might surmise, with equal reason, that it 
portended the destruction of the infidels. The 
seventh phenomenon of one thousand six hun- 
dred and eighty was presented to the eyes of 
an enlightened age.^ The philosophy of Bayle 
dispelled a prejudice which Milton's muse had so 
recently adorned, that the comet, " from its hor- 
«* rid hair, shakes pestilence and war,""* Its road 
in the heavens was observed with exquisite skill 
by Flamstead and Cassini ; and the mathematic- 
al science of Bernoulli, Newton, and Halley, 
investigated the laws of its revolutions. At the 
eighth period, in the year two thousand two 
hundred and fifty-five, their calculations may 
perhaps be verified by the astronomers of some 
future capital in the Siberian or American wil- 
derness. 

II. The near approach of a comet may injure Earth- 
or destroy the globe which we inhabit ; but the "^^ ^^ . 
changes on its surface have been hitherto pro- 
duced by the action of volcanos and earthquakes*" 

^ This last comet was' visible in the month of December IQSO* 
Bayle, who began his Fen«^es sur le Comete in January 1681, (Oeu- 
\res, torn, iii), was forced to argue that a supernatural comet would 
have conffrtned the ancients in their idolatry. Bernoulli (see his J?- 
luge* in Fpntenelle, torn, v, p. 99) was forced to allow that the tail, 
though not the head, was a sign of the wrath of God.. 

*» Paradise Lost was published in the year '1 66? ; and the famous 
lines (L ii, 70$, Sue,} which startled the licenser, may allude to the 
recent comet of 1664, observed by Cassini at Rome in the presence of 
i^ueen Christina, (Pontenelle, in bis Eloge^ torn, v, p. 338)* Had 
Charles II betrayed any symptoms of curiosity or fear ? 

^ For the cause of earthquakes, see Buffbn, (torn, i, p. 503>536 ; 
Supplement a THlst. Naturelie, torn; v« p. 382^90, edition in 4to) ; 
Valmont de Bomare, <D[Gtionaire d*HistOire Naturelie, Tremblcmens 
dt Ttrre, PffrituJ ; Watson, (Chemical Essaye, torn, i, p.. 181-209). 
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^WAF. The nature of the soil may indicate the era- 
tries most exposed to these fcMrmidable com 
8ions» since they are caused by subtemne^ 
fires, and such fires are kindled by the uoionasl 
fermentation of iron and sulphur. Buttbeii 
times and eflTects appear to lie beyond the read 
of human curiosity, and the philosopher will fc 
erectly abstain from the prediction of eartb^ 
quakes, till he has counted the drops of rtr 
that silently filtrate on the inflammable minm!. 
and measured the caverns which increase Jji^ 
sistance the explosion of the imprisoned lur 
Without assigning the cause, history will fc 
tingiiish the periods in which these calamitoiis 
events have been rare or frequent, and will ob- 
serve that this fever of the earth raged with uii 
common violence during the reign of JustiniaD 
Each year is marked by the repetition of em 
quakes, of such duration, that Constantinople^ 
been shaken above forty days; of such exteni 
the shock has been communicated to the w^ 
surface of the globe, or at least of the 
empire. An impulsive or vibratory motion w^ 
enormous chasms were opened, huge and hea^! 
bodies were discharged into the air, the sea alter- 
nately advanced and retreated beyond its ordina^ 
bounds, and a mountain was torn from Lib* 

• The earthquakes that shook the Koman world in tJK?/«^| 
Justiniaiit are described or mentioBed by ProeopltUt (^*^ '^ 
2S ; Anecdot. c. 18> ; Agathias, (1, ii, p. 52, S3, 54; 1- »'^ ^ 
152); John Malala, (Chron. torn, in p. 140-14^. l^^'^^^' ^ u'- 
220, 229. 231, 233, 234), and Tbeophanes, (p. 151, 1S3, 189. 

^^^- ,d^^ 

» An abrupt height, a perpendicular cape between *"* ^ 

Botrys, named by the Greeks 4t»v -afa^mtn and <v«yM»Krcf orA^i^^^ 
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and cast into the wfives, where it protected, as n chap, 
mole, the new harbour of ^otrys** in Phcsnicia. J^lt^ 
The stroke that agitates an ant-hill, may crush 
the insect myriads in the dust; y^t truth .must, 
extort a confession, that man has industriously 
laboured for his own destryction. The insti- 
tution of great cities, which include a^ nation 
livithin the limits of a wall, almost resUizes th(^ 
wish of Caligula, that the Roman people had 
but one neck. Two hundred and fifty thousand fl^J^^^^' 
persons are said to have perished in the e^h^ 
quake of Antioch, whose dopnestic fn^ltitu^ea 
were swelled by the cpn^ux of strangers to the; 
festival of the Ascension. The loss of Berytus' j^^'of ^^* 
was of smaller account, but of much greater value. 
That city, on the coast of Phcspicia, was illustrate 
edify thfs study of the dvil law, whidi opene^l th«i 
surest road to wealth and dignity : the sckpols of 
Beryt;us were fiUed with the rising spirits of the 
age^and ipany a youth was lost in the earthquake, 
who might have lived to be the scourge or th^ 
guardian of his country* In these disasters, thf^ , 

architect becomes the enemy of mankind. * The 
hut of a savage^ or the tent of an Arab, may be 

by the scruptHous ChristUns. (Polybw 1. v, p. 411. Pompoji/M^ h ^ ,, ; | 
i, c. 12, p. S7, cum Isaac Voss. Obtervat. Maundrefi, Journey, p. 32, 
S3. Poeock*s D6ficription> V^ ii< p. 09V 

4 Boirys was founded (ann. aata C^ilst. 935-^3) by ^thpltft^ ymg - ' ' ^ - ' 
of Tyr«, (Marsham, Canon. Chron. p. 387, 388). Its poor, reraeseota- 
tive,the village of Patrone, is now destitute of an harbour. 

' The university, sphmdoiur* and ruin of fitryiits^ tre i*elebrate4 
by Heinecdus, (p. 351-356), as an essential part of the history of the 
Roman Law. It was overthrown in the xxvth year of Justinian, A. D. 
SSif July 9, (Theophahes, p. 199); bat Agathias (1. iU p. 51* 58) 
suspends the earthi^uake. till he hs^ afshieved the Italiiin war. 
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CHAP, tbrown do^n without iBJniy to the inbalntant ; 
^:2!!^"* and the Peruvians had reason to daide the folly 
of their Spanish conquerors, who with so nradi 
cost and labour erected then- own sepulchres. 
The rich marbles of a patrician are dashed on his 
own head : a whole people is liuried •undw' the 
ruins of public and prir&tc edifices, and the con- 
flagration b kindled and propagated, by the in- 
numerable fires which are necessary fof the sub- 
sistence and manufactures of a great city. In- 
stead of the mutual sympathy which might com* 
fort and assist the distressed, they dreadfolly 
experience the vices and passions which are releas- 
ed from the fear of punishment: the tottering 
houses are pfllaged by intrepid avarice; revenge 
embraces the moment, and selects the victim; 
dnd the earth often swallows the assassin, or the 
ravisher, in the consummation of their crimes. 
Superstition involves the present dd^nger with m- 
visiMe terrors ; and if the' image of death may 
Sometimes be subservient to the virtue or repttit- 
ance of individuals, an af&riglftcfd people is more 
fordbly moved to eicpect the end of the world, 
or to deprecate with servile homage the wrath of 
an avenging Deity. 
^H^J^ III. -^Ethiopia and Egj^pt have been stigmatized 
•ad nature* in cvcry age, as the.original source and seminary 
KV. 54ii. iif the plague/ In a damp, hot, stagnating air, 
this African. fever is g^erated from the putrefac* 
tion of animal substance^, and especially front the 
swarms of locusts, not less destructive to man- 
kind in their death than in their lives. The fatal 

' I have read with pleasure Mead's short, but elegant, treatise coQ- 
cerntiig FestUential I>i8oxtUan, th« yiiitb editiop, Lomldn, rrt?«' 



diseiise wiiich depopulated th& earth ih the time cttAP. 
of Justinian andhU successors/ fir&t appeared in ^^^ 
the neighbourhood of Pehttii}in) betweqen the 
SertoixkMai bog and the eastern cha^nj^) of the 
Nile. From thence, tracing as it were *a double 
path, it ^pre^d to the East, ovei* 3yriia) Persii^ 
and the Indie?* and penetrated to the West* 
along the coast of Africa^ and over the continent 
of Europe. In the spring of the ^cond year^ 
Constantinople, durii^ thjnee or f<M2r monthsj waa 
visited by. the pestilence; .and Procopius, who 
observed its progress and symptoms, with the * 
eyes of a physician,"^ has emulated the QkiU and 
diligence of Thucydide^ in the description of the 
plague of Athens/ The infecticm was sqme* 
times ofnnounced by the visions gf adi$teippered 
fancy, luid the victim de^pw^^ aa soon as. he 
had heard the menace and felt the stroke of an;inr 
visible spectre. But the greater numb^, in thclir 
beds, in the streeis,in their usual occupation^twejre 
surprised by a*slight fever.; so slight, indeed, that 

* llie gtettC plague which nged in Ht and the feUowkig yeart, 
(Pagi. Criticft, tmn. ii, p. 518), mu«t be Uaced in Procopiua, iPerflU. 
1. ii, c. 22, 23); Agathias, (1. v, p. 153, 154); Evagriua. (I. iv, c. 29); 
Paul Diaconug, (1. ii, i. 4, p. T76, TTT); GregOfj 6fToun, (torn. Si> 
L iv» c. 5; f, ta5), who stylet it Xsm I»gmint»Uh «0^ the Chrtibkim 
of Victor Tuxuuinensis, (p. 9, in Thesauc. Temporum) ; of MarcelliniM* 
(p. 54), and of Theophanes, (p. 153). 

» Dr. Pxkmd <Hiat Medkia. in Qpp. p: 416^204 Uftd. mS> fo 
satisfied that Procopiiis muat have studied pbysk, Arombishnowl^gia 
and use ofthe technical words. Yet many ^ords that are now scien- 
tific, weve common and popular in the Greek idiom. . 

> See.Thiicydides, 1. iig c 47^54, p. 127«133» edit. I)iiker» and tht 
poetical description of the same plague by Lucretius, (1. vi, 1136- 
12S4). I was indebted to Dr. Hunter for an elaborate eommentary 
an this part of Thucydldes, a qsarto of 000 pages, (Venet. 16D3, apod 
Juntas), whleh waa pronounced in St. Mmrk'sUbrary, by Ftbiua Pattt* 
iinsa Utinensifl, a physician and philoiopher. 

s e 2 
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CHAP, neither the pulse hof the colour of thfe paiknt 
^^^^[J^gavc aiijr signs of the approaching danger. The 
same» the next j or the succeeding dajr, it was de- 
<^Iared by the swelling of the glands^ particularly 
those of the groin, of the arm-pits^ and under 
the ear ; and when these buboes or tumours were 
opened^ they were found to contain a coal^ or 
black substance, of the size of a lentil. If they 
<;ani^ to a just swelling and suppuration, the pa- 
tient was saved by this kind and natural dis- 
charge of the morbid humour. But if they con* 
tinned hard and dry, a -mortification quidcly en- 
sued» and the fifth day was commonly the term 
of his life. The fever was often accompanied 
with lethargy or delmum ; the bodies of the sick 
wei'e coteted with black pustules or carbuncles, 
the syttiptOBis of immediate death ; and in the 
constitutions too feeble to produce an eruption, 
the vomiting of blood was followed by a morti- 
fication of the boweld< To pregnant w6men 
the plague was genetrally mortal: yet one in- 
fant was drawn alive from his dead m!6ther^ and 
three mothers survived the loss of their infected 
foetus. Youth was the most perilous season; 
and the female sex was less susceptible than 
the male ; but every rank and profession was 
attacked with indiscriminate rage, and many 
of those who escaped were deprived of the use 
of their speech, without being secure from a 
return of the disorder/ The physicians of Con- 

' ThucydidM (c. 51) al&nns that the iofection could only be once 
token rbut Evagriuflt who had fainily«experience of the jilague, ob- 
serves, that aome perions, who had escaped the firjt, sunk under the 
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stantinc^e were zealous and skilful: but tiiefif chap. 
art WBS baffled by the various symptoms and per- ^^'"' 
tinacious vehemence of the disease : the same re^ 
medies were productive of contrary effects, and 
the event capriciously disappointed their prog? 
nostics of death or recovery. The order of fu- 
nerals, and the right of sepulchres^ were con- 
founded ; those who were left without friends or 
servants^ lay vnbuned in the stilts, or in their 
desolate houses ; <uid a tnagisti!ate was authorized 
to collect the promiscuous heaps of dead bodies, 
to transport them by land or water, and to inter 
them in deep pits beyond the precincts of the city. 
Their own danger, and the prospect of public 
distress, awakened some temorse in Che minds 
of the most vicious of mankind \ the cmifidence 
of health again revived their passions and habits ; 
but philosophy must dkdain the observatien of 
Procc^ius, that the lives of such men Were gumm- 
ed by the peculiar fovour of fortune or piovi» 
dence. He forgot, or perhaps he secretly recol- 
lected, that the plague had touched the person 
of Justinian himself; but the abstemious diet of 
the emperor may suggest, as in the case of So- 
crates, a more rational and honourable cause for 
his recovery.' During his sickness, the public 
consternation was expressed in the habits oif the 

second attack; and this repetition is confirmed by Pabius PaulUnus, 
<p. 5dS). I observe that on this head physicians are divided : and the 
natute and operation of the disca^ may not always be similar. 

■ It was thus that Socrates had been saved by his temperance, iir 
the plague of Athens, (AtiL Gellius, Noct. Attic ii, 1). Dr. Mead 
accounts for th6 peculiar salubrity of religious houses, by the two ad- 
vantages of sednsion and abstinence, (p. IS, 19). 
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CHAP. d^Sieas ; and their idleness and despoodeaDe oc« 
J^JJ;^ Cfuooned a general scarcity in thej capital of the 

East. 
J*^^* Contagion is the iQseparaUe ;syinptom of the 
A. D. MS. plague ; whichi by mutoal refi^iiration, is trans- 
fused from the infected persons to the lungs and 
stomach of thpse who approi^h ^em. While 
philosophers helieve and trembles it is singular, 
that the existence of a real danger should have 
been denied by a people most prone to vain and 
imaginary terrors** Yet the feUow-cttueens of 
Frocopius were sati^fied^ by some short and par- 
tial e^^perience, that the infection could not be 
gained .by the closest conversati<m ;^ and this 
persuasion might, support the assiduity of fnends 
or physicians in . the care of the sick, whom in- 
human prudence would hav^ condemned to so- 
litv4e and despair. But the £M;al se^ity, like 
the predestination of the Turks, must have aid- 
ed, t)>e progress of the contagion ; and thoae sa- 
lutary pr^autions to which Europe is indebted 
for her safety, were unknown to. the govern- 
ment of Justinian. No restraints were imposed 
on, the free wi frequent intercourse of the Ro> 

^ Mead proves tluit the plague is contagious, from Thiuydides, Lu- 
cretiui, Aristotle, Galen, and common experience, (p. 10-20) ; and 
Im reliiCaa <IVeikce, p. ii-ziii) the contrary opinion <f( the French 
physidaiis who visited Marseilles in the year 1720. Yet theae were 
the recent and enlightened spectators of a plague, which, in a few 
months, swept away 50,000 inhabitanU (sur ia Peste de Marseille, 
Paris, 1786) of a dty that, in the present hour of prosperity and 
trade, contains no more than d0,0Q0 souls» CNecicer.sur lea Finances, 
torn, i, p. 231). 

^ The strong 'assertions of Procopiua— ^n >«( mrf^wri ^m^ <I»ry*- 
are overthrown hy the subsequent expcrienae ot £vi^ius» 
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man provinces; from Persia to FraMe, tfee na* chap* 
ti«ns Were mingled and infects bjr wars and ^^'"' 
emigrations: atfd the pestilential odour which 
lurks for years iii a'liale of cotton, t^-as import* 
cd, hf the abuse of trade, irtto' the motet diistant 
regions. The mode of its propagation is ^• 
plained by the remarlvof Procopius himself, that 
it always spriegd from tlie seorcoa^t to the in- 
land country t the most sequestered isktnds and 
mountains were successively visited'; tb)B places 
which liad escaped the fury of 'its. first pasM^^ 
"were alone exposed to the contagion' of the en- 
suing year. The winds ipiglit diffuse thai »ubtie 
venom ; but unless the atmosphere be previously 
disposed for its reception, the plague would soon 
expire in the cold or temperate climates of the 
earth. Such was the universal corruption of the 
air, that the pestilence which burst forth in the 
fifteenth year of *Justinian was not checked or 
alleviated by any difference of the seasons. In 
time, its- first malignity was abated and disperse 
cd ; the disease alternately languished and re- 
vived ; but it was not till the end of a calamitous 
period of fifty-two years, that mankind recover- 
ed their health, or the air resumed its pure and 
salubrious quality. No facts have been preserv- 
ed to sustain an account, or even a conjecture, 
of the numbers that perished in this extraordi- 
nary mortality. I only find, that during three 
months, five, and at length ten thousand persons 
died each day at Constantinople ; that many ci- 
ties of the East were left vacant, and that in se- 
veral districts of Italy the harvest and the vint- 
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